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GeofiErey,  abb.,  67 
George  IV.,  king,  302 
George  of  Denmark, 
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Germanus,  bp.,  16 
Gery,  229-30,  232-3 
Gibbons,  129,  268,  363 
Gibbs,  127 
Gibson,  312,  374-6 
Giffard,  124 
Gilbert,  6,  43,  312-3 
Gildern,  356 
Gill,  269 
Gillson,  313 
Glapthorne,  17-21 
Glayzar,  249 
Gloucester,  bp.,  113 
Gobbo,  336 
Goddard,  192,  280 
Godfrey,  abb.,  14,  98, 
325,  368 

Godolphin,  earl,  1 1 
Godricus,  abb.,  16,  68 
Godryk,  298 
Gogney,  299 
Golding,  49,  50,  313 
Goldsborough,  bp., 
113 

Goldsmith,  368 
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Gomcestria,  de,  abb,, 
310 

Gonell,  113 
Goodfellow,  246 
Goodman,  46,  312-3, 
380 

Goodrich,  bp.,  113 
Goodwin,  277,  314 
Goodyear,  133 
Goole,  126 
Gordobuc,  king,  368 
Gosbyrkyrke,  7 
Goslin,  363 
Gospatric,  64 
Gotobed,  91 
Gough,  261-3,  374-6 
Gould,  274 
Goulding,  340 
Grafton,  duke,  109 
Graneforthe,  96 
Granger,  268 
Graves,  Greaves,  127 
Gray,  300,  332  ; bp.,  7 
Greeke,  113 
Green,— e,  272-4,  301, 
354  ; bp.,  92,  173 
Gregory,  257,  321,354; 

S.,  16 
Gren,  249 
Grenehall,  3 
Gresson,  167 
Gres  well,  248 
Grey,  249,  356;  earl, 
282;  lady  Jane,  113, 
182 

Grimbold,  364 
Grimston,  109 
Grin,  le,  20 
Gros,  348 
Grycke,  ,381 
Guader,  de,  54 
Guldeford,  de,  200 
Gunning,  268-9;  bp., 
269 

Gunton,  4,  16,  66,  97, 
114,  146,  276,  368, 
376 

Gurling,  141 
Guthlac,  S„  16,  67,  82, 
88,  297 
Guye,  226 
Guynne,  129 
Gyenge,  97 
Gyles,  272 
Gyrthar,  189 

Habraham,  118 
Hacon,  king,  86 
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Hake,  6,  57-8 
Hale,  366 
Hales,  382 
Hall,  272 
Halliwell,  26 
Halver,  209 
Halyday,  188 
Hampden,  30,  63 
Hangewyn,  249 
Hankey,  134 
Hanover,  king,  211 
Harbottle,  186 
Hardy,  10,  137,  143 
Hare,  313 
Hargrove,  186 
Harley, — ye,  19,  81 
Harnham,  174 
Harniss,  363 
Harris, — ss,  240 — 1, 
266,  288,  318 
Harrison, — isson, — 
yson,  20,  127,  273-4, 
283,  372,  379 
Hart,  68,  312 
Harvey,  bp.,  63 
Harvye,  118 
Harwe,  298 
Hasted,  233 
Hatcher,  113 
Hatton,  234-5 
Hawkins,  139-40,  353, 
363 

Hawkyng,  299 
Haynes,  38 
Hayward,  246,  294 
Head,  232 
Headley,  38 
Heath,  270 
Heathcote,  163,  214 
Heaton,  bp.,  92,  179 
Hedley,  60 
Heklyng,  366 
Helpriston,  de,  60 
Hem,  38 
Hemmans,  240 
Hendre,  364 
Henney,  20 
Henre,  364 
Henry  II.,  king,  297 
Henry  III.,  king,  86, 
88 

Henry  IV.,  king,  162, 
352 

Henry  VI.,  king,  181 
Henry  VIII.,  king,  33, 
72,  181-2,  211,  277, 
322,  329,  348 
Henry,  abb.,  13 
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Henson,  312-3 
Herbert,  116 
Hereford,  earl,  64,  328 
Hereward,  83, 179, 239, 
280,  367 
Heron,  363 
Herry  (Henry),  187-9 
Herryson,  77 
Hetherington,  42 
Heveringham,  376 
Heynes,  96 
Heywood,  246 
Hickson,  127 
Hill,  286-6 
Hills,  364 
Hinds,  268 
Hiptoft,  60 
Hissey,  296 
Hitch,  3 
Hitchcock,  313 
Hobart,  70 
Hobridge,  de,  328 
Hobson,  127 
Hobys,  113 
Hodgson,  312 
Hodson,  313 
Hodyl,  de,  60 
HofE,  10 

Holbech,  de,  176 
Holden,  117 
Holderness,  abb.,  63 
Holdich,  263 
Hole,  374 
Holford,  193 
Holinshed,  86 
Holland,  80 ; de,  362 
Holliday,  318 
Holly,  280 
Holmes,  68 
Hood,  282-3,  318 
Hookes,  202 
Hope,  148 

Hopkinson,  46,  312-3 
Horace,  67 
Horbus,  125 
Horne,  90 
Horslaye,  117 
Hothom,  200 
Hototh,  de,  abb.,  13 
Hough,  32 
Howard,  lord,  179 
Howe,  175 
Howlat,  119 
Hewlett,  106 
Howman,  67 
Howse,  366 
Howson,  363 
Hubbard,  2,  3 


Hubberd,  273 
Huberd,  199 
Huddleston,  90 
Hudson,  38,  46,  313 
Hugh,  abb.,  88 ; bp., 
15  ; S.,  bp.,  16,  161 
Humphrys,  306 
Hunn,  279 
Hunt,  88,  248,  272 
Hunter,  297,  372 
Huntingdonshire,  earl, 
64 

Hussey,  362 
Hutchins,  142 
Hutton,  193 
Hynd,— e,  193,  298 

Iceni,  103 
Inge,  237—8 
Inglethorpe,  89,  90 
Ingram,  69 
Ingulf,  67 
Insula,  de,  238 
Ipswich,  bp.,  236 
Isabella,  queen,  181, 
237-8 

Isyldon,  de,  199 
Izardsbye,  20 

Jackson,  38,  66,  68-9, 
96,  380 

Jacob,  40,  167,  313 
Jacobs,  231-2 
Jaman,  364 
James,  183 

James  I.,  king,  63, 110, 
198,  267,  263,  279, 
316,  342,  377 
James  II.,  king,  11,116 
Jarvis,  320 
Jay,  364 
Jebb,  149,  244 
Jenner,  126 
Jennings,  243 
Jephson,  372-3 
Jermyn,  163 
John,  king,  86-6, 131-2, 
147-8,  161,  161,  190 
Johnson,  32,  61,  63, 
126,  174,  187,  264, 
269-70,  327 

Jones,  Joones,  Jonys, 
4,76-6,  186, 261,267, 
270,  272-4,  302 
Jonson,  210 
Joynes,  169 
Judith,  64-6 
Jugge,  113 


Juy,  19 

Kaleto,  de,  abb.,  13 
Keble,  242 
Keene,  76 
Kelham,  76 
Kendall, — awl,  96,298 
Kennet,  363,  366 
Kennett,  bp.,  28,  41, 
376 

Kent,  328;  earl,  79,80, 
362 

Kenulphus,  bp.,  16 
Kessex,  126 
Key,  42,  320,  327-8 
Kilburn,  269 
Killagrew, — igrew, 
314-6,  383 
Killaloe,  bp.,  64 
Kineswitha,  S.,  15 
King,  6,  76,  176 
Kingsley,  179,  221 
Kinsinus,  abp,,  16 
Kirby,  378 
Kirke,  166 

Kirkebi,  Kyrkeby,  de, 
bp.,  198 
Knibbs,  234 
Knite,  363 
Knowles,  75 
Kynardesley,  198 
Kyneburga,  S.,  16 
Kyrton,  7,  9 ; abb.,  71 

Lacy,  de,  161,  199, 
236-7 

Lager,  89,  328 
Lake,  267-8 
Lancaster,  duke,  162, 
167,  307,  329; 
duchess,  167  ; 
earl,  79 
Landen,  90-1 
Lane,  20 
Laney,  bp.,  360 
Lanfranc,  abp.,  66 
Langton,  380 
Larow,  20 
Latymer,  de,  123-4 
Laud,  abp.,  170,  180 
Laund,  188 
Laurance,  213,  216 
Lavender,  364 
Lawe,  176 
Lawrence,  162,  266 
Laxton,  69,  312-3 
Leach,  246,  264 
Leake,  373 


Le  Boeuf,  146,  296 
Ledam,  118 
Lee,  263-4 
Leeds,  328,  384-6 
Lefric,  abb.,  14 
Leifeild,  Leafield,  38, 
99 

Leicester,  bp.,  163 
Leigh,  76 
Lemon,  349 
Lenfredus,  abb.,  16 
Leofric,  239 
Le  Strange,  249-60 
Leverett,  32 
Levingston,  343 
Lewen,  288 
Lewis,  296 
Leydon.  282 
Leynbam,  188,  248 
Lillie,  340 

Lincoln,  bp.,  16,  33, 
82,  114,  138,  144, 
161,  157,  172,  176, 
200,  226,  269-60, 

305 ; dean,  60 ; earl, 
32,  197,  199,  236-7, 
381 ; de,  199 
Lindesay,  de,  abb.,  14 
Lindsey,  earl,  314-6, 
381-2 

Linton,  218 
Litster,  301 
Little,  69,  346 
Littlebury,  373 
Livard,  160-1 
LlandafE,  bp.,  14 
Lloyd,  313 
Lockier,  356 
Lockton,  383 
Lodington,  266 
Loke,  127 
Lombes,  189 
London,  96 
Losinga,  bp.,  309 
Louis,  prince,  84 
Love,  96 
Lowe,  312 
Lowick,  de,  273 
Lowth,  113 
Luda,  de,  bp.,  198 
Ludlow,  lord,  233 
Lumpkin,  139 
Lydekker,  384 

Mabbol,  202 
Macaulay,  116,  367 
Macbeth  (Machell),  22 
Macdonald,  240 
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Macray,  77 
Madan,  45 
Mahewe,  272 
Mahony,  60,  132 
Malberthorp,  de,  368 
Malcolm,  69 
Malebranch,  171 
Maltby,  bp.,  282 
Maltravers,  89 
Manchester,  duke,  233j 
earl,  3,  349 
Mandeville,  Magna- 
ville,  de,  33,  309 
Manesty,  20,  97-8 
Mann,  312-3 
Manning,  bp.,  236 
Mansell,  69 
Mansfield,  lord,  198, 
328 

Maples,  127 
March,  341 
Marchaunte,  119,  166 
Margaret,  69 
Margesson,  77 
Markham, — eham,  96, 
278 

Marmyon,  326 
Marriott, — ot,  168-9, 
364 

Marsh,  99 
Marshall,  20,  313 
Martin,  17,  361 ; abb., 
13,  14 

Mary  I.,  queen,  167, 
182,  329-31 
Mary  II.,  queen,  6, 
218,  332 

Mary,  queen  of  Scots, 
197 

Mary  of  Modena, 
queen,  116 
Mary  of  Egypt,  S., 
16 

Maskew,  268 
Mason,  62,  109,  167 
Massachusetts,  bp.,  31, 
324 

Matthew,  13 
Matthias,  abb.,  14 
Mawson,  bp.,  76 
Maxwell,  313 
Mayhew,  330 
Maynard,  314 
Mease,  363 
Mees,  189 
Melbourne,  336 
Mello,  bp.,  16 
Melrose,  abb,,  69 
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Mercia,  king,  82 ; bp., 
82  ; duke,  308-9 
Mergyson,  261 
Merryweather,  344-6 
Metcalfe,  24 
Meten,  249 
Metfeld,  174 
Mewburn,  312-3 
Michell,  363 
Middleton,  374 
Mildmay,  41 
Miller,  312-3,  379 
Mills,  16 

Milnes,  230,  232,  234 
Mingey,  328 
Mitchell,  164 
Mobb,  96 
Molton,  166 
Montagu,  33 
Moor,— e,  74,  140,  201, 
231,  293-4,  296,  313, 
380-1 

Morcar,  earl,  83 
Morcote,  de,  abb.,  14 
Mordaunt,  lord,  234 
Morden,  267 
Morgan,  168 
Mortimer,  90 
Morton,  168,  281-2; 

abp.,  286 
Mosse,  379 

Mountacute,  marq.,  90 
Mountchesney,  200, 
328 

Mountstevynge,  166, 
278 

Mower,  le,  20^ 
Moyser,  266 
Mudd,  364 
Mugglestone,  42 
Multon,  Moulton,  de, 
161-2 

Murray,  149,  296 
Musgrave,  20 
Mychellson,  272 

Napier,  41 
Neot,  S.,  16 
Nesbit,  348 
Nettleton,  364 
Neville,  90 
Newce,  382 
Newport,  200 
Nicholls,  1,  3,  130-1, 
344 

Nichols,  121 
Nicolas,  bp.,  309 
Nobbs,  277 
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Noke,  113 
Norfolk,  earl,  64 ; 
duke,  299 

North,  228,  236-6  ; 
lord,  266 

Northampton,  earl, 
countess,  69 ; marq., 
182 

Northburgh,  de,  370 
Northon,  284,  320 
Northouck,  260 
Northumberland,  earl, 
64,  72 

Northwold,  bp.,  88 
Norwich,  bp.,  87,  92, 
114,  173;  dean, 

376-6 

Norwood,  311 
Nottingham,  bp.,  96; 

earl,  6 
Nuttall,  292 
Nutton,  372 

Odam,  96 
Ogle,  242 

Oldfeild,— field,  127, 

379 

Oldis worth,  378 
Ollard,  130-1 
Oram,  194 
Orange,  prince,  116 
Orme,  Ormes,  6,  363-6 
Osmond,  68 
Oswald,  S.,  abp.,  16, 
308 

Oxeborough,  168 

Paddison,  126 
Pademan,  118 
Padman,  167 
Palframan,  36-6 
Pallet,  226,  269 
Palmer,  46,  218,  279, 
313, 339-41,  363,  379 
Papworth,  327 
Paris,  82,  86,  161 
Parke,  279 

Parker,  41-2,  46,  98-9, 
272,  363 

Parkinson,  312-3 
Parr,  182 
Parrey,  lady,  73 
Partridge,  328 
Parys,  298 

Patrick,  146,  197,  276 
Pawlet,  34 

Peacock,— e,  114,  328, 

380 


Pearson,  Peirson,  Pier- 
son, 62,  69,  176, 189, 
233,  248,  272,  318 
Pecye,  332 
Peech,  de,  329 
Pelham,  bp.,  306 
Pembroke,  earl,  123-4; 

countess,  200 
Pendleton,  126 
Penter,  260 
Pepper,  94,  96 
Pepys,  47 
Percy,  34 ; lord,  72 
Pern,  138,  176 
Person,  190,  249,  333 
Peterborough,  abb,,  4, 
13-16,  63,  71-2,  98, 
112,  310,  326,  368; 
bp.,  6,  28,  120,  197, 
234,276-8,313,360-1, 
363-6,  374-6;  dean, 

233,  291 ; and  chap- 
ter, 6,  42,  99,  170-1, 

234,  275,  313,  360-1 
Peveril,  370 
Peyntur,  248 
Peyton,  Payton,  106- 

10,  316 

Philip,  king,  362 
Philippa,  queen,  167 
Phillips,  383 
Phillipps,  35,  74,  125, 
169,  202,  257,  346, 
379 

Phillipson,  312 
Phillpott,  381 
Phipps,  283,  371 
Pickering,  43,  220 
Piercy,  38 
Pigeon,  202 
Pildrim,  268 
Pinchbeck,  de,  60 
Pite,  209 
Platel,  313 
Plomb,  205 
Plowright,  227 
Plummer,  181,  183 
Pocklington,  119 
Pokoke,  249 
Pollard,  131,  161 
Polwhele,  233 
Poole,  89 
Popham,  70-1 
Porter,  64 
Portland,  earl,  116 
Potter,  le,  198 
Powell,  166,  342 
Pownden,  96 


Pratt,  183,  364 
Prest,  322-3 
Pretyman,  bp.,  226, 
95Q 

Proby,  109 
Proud,  363 
Pryor,  62 
Pulvertoft,  7 

Quarles,  379 

Radnor,  lord,  296 
Radulfus,  68 
Rainsborough,  349 
Ramsey,  abb.,  14,  82, 
88,  200,  206,  309-10 
Ramsey,  abb.  of 
Thomey,  9 
Rand,  172-3,  263 
Rands,  114 
Randulph,  176 
Rannes,  301 
Rant,  279-80 
Ranulph,  abb.,  310 
Ratclif,— ffe,  10,  49, 
60 

Ravely,  209 
Rawling,  69,  364 
Rawlings,  312-3 
Rawnsley,  163 
Ray,  210,  261 
Rayden,  251 
Read,  74-6 
Reading,  abb.,  310 
Rec,  20 

Redman,  bp.,  376 
Reginald,  68 ; abb., 
369-70 
Reve,  95 
Rey,  de,  69,  60 
Reymondus,  60 
Reynam, — ant,  188-9 
Reynolds,  7,  126,  138, 
176,  363,  380 ; bp., 
138,  172,  176 
Rhodes,  339 
Richard  III.,  king, 
181;  abb.,  14;  earl, 
88 

Richards,  166 
Richardson,  36-6,  281 
Richmond,  duke,  378  ; 
earl,  60,  152  ; coun- 
tess, 181 
Rider,  166 
Rife,  376 
Rix,  339 

Robert,  abb.,  174 


Robinson,— ynson, 
276,  338 

Rochester,  bp.,  14, 114, 
211 

Rodston,  298 
Roe,  364 
Rogers,  379 
Romforth,  273 
Romneye,  301 
Rookwood,  129 
Roppelle,  de,  84 
Rose,  280,  313 
Rotheram,  78 
Roubirg,  238 
Rouceby,  de,  12 
Row,  166 
Rowley,  266 
Rowson,  126 
Roy,  242-4 
Rudston,  188 
Russell,  164 
Rustat,  176,  374 
Rutland,  earl,  79, 197, 
266 

Ryall,  7,  9 
Rychmonde,  166 
Rydel,  370 
Ryder,  64  ; bp.,  64 
Rymer,  122,  124 
Ryppe,  299 
Rysgate,  de,  60 

Sabina,  bp.,  88 
Sacks,  344 
Sadelar,  248 
S.  Edmunds,  de,  abb., 
66 

St  John,  116 
S.  Martin,  de,  123-4 
Sais,  de,  abb.,  14 
Salisbury,  bp.,  14 ; 

dean,  173;  earl,  84 
Salkeld,  144,  174 
Salman,  313 
Salt,  306 
Salter,  260 
Sampson,  114,  218 
Sanderson,  281,  373-4 
Sandes,  316 
Saresbury,  146 
Sarto,  218 

Saunders,  69,  203,  298 
Savaricus,  86 
Savoy,!  88 
Sawyer,  ^267 
Scambler,  bp.,  277 
Scarbul,541 
Scarlet,  286 
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Schrefe,  187-8 
Scott,  69,  242,  367 
Scrope,  lord,  lady,  88 
Selby,  abb.,  309,  de,  79 
Seldich,  de,  362 
Ser,  20 
Serjeant,  312 
Serle,  167 
Serocold,  312-3 
Sew,  189 
Sewall,  209 
Sexburga,  16 
Sexwulf,  bp.,  82 
Shadford,  168 
Shakspere,  72,  246 
Shapey,  364 
Sharman,  233,  313 
Sharpe,  267,  277 
Shaw,  233,  346 
Sheath,  264 
Shepe,  118 
Sherard,  60,  132 
Sherman,  277 
Sherwood,  114,  363 
Sibthorpe,  372-3 
Silke,  176 

Simpson,  138-9,  218-9 
Siward,  earl,  64,  83 
Skeat,  246 
Skeeles,  46 
Skene,  196,  207 
Skinner,  364 
Skipper,  269 
Skipwith,  343 
Slater,— or,  240,  284, 
337 

Sly,  248 

Smith,  Smyth, — e,  38, 
46,  174,  179,  218, 
232-4,  269,  272,  277, 
301.  312-3,  363,  380 
Sodorand  Man,  bp.,  14 
Some,  114 

Somerset,  duke,  276, 
331,  334 

Sondes,  lord,  144 
Southampton,  earl,  90 
Southwell,  60,  113 
Sowter,  342 
Spalding, — yng,  46, 
280;  prior,  80-1, 199 
Sparke,  356 
Speechly,— ley, 
Spechele,  118,  166, 
278 

Speechly,  bp.,  27-8 
Spelman,  142-3 
Spencer,  261 
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Sperrye,  259 
Spicer,  98 
Spolding,  312-3 
Sprigg,  1,  2 
Spring,  163 
Squire,  1,  2,  6,  39,  46, 
312-3 

Squirer,  371 
Stanbrighe,  366 
Standish,  2,  3,  363-6 
Stanfeild,  273 
Stanground,  7 
Stanke,  356 
Stanley,  lord,  33 
Staughton,  384 
Staveler,  209 
Stedman,  145,  239, 280 
Steevens,  246 
Stevens,  42,  312-3 
Stevenson,  270 
Steward,  130,  141,  363 
Stewart,  61,  106,  192, 
247,  361 
Stoile,  366 
Stokes,  383 
Stoneard,  38 
Stoner,  90 
Storr,  312-3 
Story,  98 

Stragett,— ggatt,  — 
gyt,  332 
Streatfeild,  244 
Strensall,  163 
Strong,  42,  46,  312 
Strother,  9 
Stuart,  197 

Stukeley,— ly,  Stuk- 

ley,— lay,  26-7,  118, 
166,  262,  261,  320, 
371 

Sturton,  264,  288,  340 
Stutt,  299 
Styles,  277 
Suckerman,  302 
Suffolk,  earl,  307 
Sulegrave,  de,  abb., 
310 

Surrey,  earl,  123 
Susane,  166 
Sussex,  earl,  183 
Sutton,  289,  313;  de, 
abb.,  14 

Swaine,  142-3,  172 
Swanscombe,  lord  of, 
328 

Sweden,  king,  286 
Sweeby,  313 
Sweeting,  386 
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Swift,  296,  346 
S within,  S.,  bp.,  16 
Sylvester,  bp.,  309 
Symes,  313 
Symons,  160-1 

Taffyn,  20 
Tailbois,  68,  80 
Talbot,  28,  74,  162 
Tall,  le,  20 
Tanner,  144 
Tateshall,  88 
Tatham,  64 
Taurinus,  bp.,  16 
Taverner,  66 
Taylor,  44,  46,  49,  364 
Tebbnt,  312-3 
Tees,  42 

Tego,— e,  Tygo,  189, 
272,  274,  299,  301 
Temar, — er,  Teymer, 
188-9,  300,  333 
Tennyson,  lord,  291-2 
Tharrold,  126 
Theodore,  abp,,  82 
Thirleby,  bp.,  114 
Thomas,  219 ; lady, 
382 

Thomason,  269 
Thompson,  Thomson, 
Tomson,  4,  70,  96, 
167,  299,  364,  366 
Thornborough,  188 
Thornbury,  36 
Thormer, — mar,  188, 
248-9 

Thorney,  abb.,  7,  174, 
199,  369-70 
Thorneye,  de,  199 
Thorold,  abb.,  14 
Thorp,  de,  201,  370 
Thorpe,  261,  299,  301 
Thurlby,  364 
Thurlow,  116 
Thurton,  49 
Thwaites,  9,  10 
Tibba,  S.,  16 
Tikehill,  de,  123-4 
Tilney,  Tyllney,  141, 
201,  272  ; de,  352 
Tiptoft,  earl,  90 
Tittmas,  363 
Toach,  364 
Tod,  348 
Toller,  167 
Tomline,  bp.,  226 
Torrington,  earl,  116-7 
To  wars,  168 


Towche,  117 
Towers,  bp.,  364 
Tracy,  126,  381 
Travancore,  bp.,  27-8 
Tregonell, — well,  143 
Tresham,  28,  297 
Trevor,  126 
Trigg,  257 
Triplett,  363 
Trollope,  bp.,  96 
Trone,  206 
Truro,  bp.,  27 
Tryon,  258 
Tuckney,  222-3 
Tudenham,  de,  362 
Tudor,  181 
Tunwell,  232 
Turketyl,  abb.,  262 
Turner,  344 
Turpin,  179 
Tusculum,  bp.,  309 
Tybetot,  de,  123-4 
Tyesdall,  62 
Tyll,  249 
Tyndal,  92 
Tyrer,  320 
Tyrwhyt,  Turwhitt, 
264-6 

Ulfcytel,  abb.,  66 
Umfrev,  366 
Underwood,  17-19,  116 
Uznell,  20 

Valence,  de,  123-4 
Van  Beek,  19 
Vancouver,  166 
Van  Tromp,  192 
Vardill,  218,  241 
Vasin,  216,  218 
Vermuvden,  132,  191, 
343,  382 
Vernon,  193 
Verrall,  16 
Vicars,  349-60 
Vice,  Vise,  341 
Victoria,  queen,  217 
Vinter,  232 
Vokes,  312-3 
Vollans,  241-2 
Voysey,  bp,,  112 
Vycary,  189 
Vyllers,  28 

Waddaile,  166 
Waddington,  109 
Wade,  230,  232,  334 
Wade-Gery,  230,  232 


Wake,  61,  79-81,236-8, 
870;  lord,  79,  80 
Wakerley,  119 
Walcott,  16,  63,  66 
Waldegrave,  Wald- 
grave,  312-3 
Waldo w,  283 
Walgrave,  89 
Walker,  114,  144,  226, 
306,  381 
Walpull,  333 
Walsingham,  266 ; de, 
176 

Walter,  abb.,  15,  310 
Waltheof,  63-9,  84 ; 

S.,  abb.,  59 
Walton,  184 
Wandregis,  abb.,  16 
Warboys,  7 
Ward,— e,  61,  114,  356 
Waring,  Wareing,  353, 
366 

Warkeworth,  9,  174-6 
Warner,  161,  246,  269 
Warren,  129,  144 
Warrenne,  de,  123-4 
Warriner,  42 
Waterhouse,  70 
Waterville,  de,  abb., 
14 

Watson,  69,  202,  272, 
286,  320,  340,  364 
Weaver,  380 
Webster,  312-3 
Weddred,  39,  46,  312 
Weeks,  69 

Welby,  208,  263,  258, 
373 

Weldon,  64 
Welle,  de,  310 
Wellington,  duke,  211 
Wells,  149,  212,  220, 
246 

Wellys,  7,  8 
Wendred,  232 
Wendy,  193 
Wenham,  176 
Wentworth,  343 
West,  326 
Westcott,  bp.,  120 
Westfield,  130 
Westhropp,  126 
Westminster,  abb., 
dean,  112;  bp.,  114 
Westmorland,  earl,  110 
Weston,  116,  313 
Whadcock,  76 
Whatton,  379 
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Wheeler,  160, 176,  387 
Wheteley,  7 
Whichcote,  202 
Whinn,  326 
Whitacre,— ker,  4,  260 
White,  381 
Whiting,  216 
Whitwell,  313 
Whyteing,  280 
Wigglesworth,  272, 
302 

Wilcox,  306 
Wildbore,  Wyldbore, 
6,  41-2,  354 
Wileman,  226 
Wilkinson,  232,  340 
Willan,  268 
Winders,  317 
William  I.,  king,  34-5, 
83-4,  160,  297 
William  II.,  king,  309 
William  III.,  king,  6, 

lie  qort 

Williams,  107,  266, 
363,  366,  363 
Willis,  6,  61,  102,  144, 
246 

Willoughby,  210 ; 
lady,  33 

Wilson,  233,  288 


Winchester,  bp.,  14, 
16,  226 

Winegodus,  14 
Winfrid,  bp.,  82 
Wingfield,  23-4,  33,  41 
Winthrop,  31-2 
Wise,  343,  377 
Withers,  Witters,  268-9 
Wittelberie,  201 
Wittlesey,  7-9 
Woddaile,  118 
Wodell,  201 
Wolphe,  267 
Wolsey,  card.,  71-3 
Wood,  69,  70,  126,  316 
Woodfall,  268 
Woodford,  de,  abb., 
14,  146-7 
Woodhouse,  376 
Woodrow,  69 
Woodstock,  Edmund 
of,  79 

Woodward,  226 
Wooll,  216 
Woolley,  364 
Worby,  284 
Worcester,  bp.,  14, 
308-9;  earl,  89,  90; 
prior,  dean,  114  ; 
Florence  of,  82 


Worme,  114 
Worship,  216 
Wotton,  343 
Wrenham,  377 
Wright,  Wryght,  46, 
69,  119,  248,  276, 
298,  312-3,  364 
Wrothe,  321-4 
Wulstan,  S.,  86,  309 
Wymondsale,  52 
Wynn,  70 
Wyrington,  176 
Wysbech,  7-9 ; abb,, 
8,  9 

Wyse,  249 

Yale,  174-6 
Yarburgh,  371 
York, — e,  7,  344;  abp., 
13-16,  71-3,  133, 

308;  duke,  116; 
Elizabeth  of,  queen, 
181 

Young,  312 
Yvo,  13,  16 

Zye,  le,  20 
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Abingdon,  83 
Addington,  Gt.,  225 
Addlethorpe,  110 
Ailesworth,  292 
Alderland,  16 
Aldreth,  179-80,  248, 
251,  300 
Aldwarke,  40 
Alwalton,  96,  354 
America,  31 
Anderson,  143 
Apeley,  64 
Aquitain,  368 
Arrington,  93 
Ashanti,  360 
Astwood  Bury,  311 
Aswarby,  202 
Athy,  64 
Augnamullen,  64 
Austria,  332 
Avon  Dusset,  268 

Bag  Enderby,  134 
Bainton,  313 
Baitsbite,  193 
Ballibray,  64 
Bardney,  82 
Barholme,  79,  215-6 
Barnack,  56,  150 
Barnwell,  93,  310,  328 
Barton,  141,  184,  199 
Barwicke,  194 
Baston,  46, 101,208, 215 
Bath,  113,  226,  259 
Baumber,  340 
Beachy  Head,  116 
Beckingham,  230 
Bedford,  102,  234 
Beds.,  11,  86,  230 
Bedford  Level,  74,115, 
191,  246,  360 
Bedlam,  346-8 
Belton,  78 
Benwick,  106,  266 
Berwick-on-Tweed, 
236,  304-5,  348 


Bethnal  Green,  22 
Bexwell,  67 
Birmingham,  40 
Bishopsdelf,  63 
Bishopsthorpe,  112 
Blaxhall,  112 
Bliburgh,  201 
Blubberhouse,  48, 165 
Blyton,  222-3 
Bodsey,  223 
Bolingbroke,  152,  195, 
300,  306,  352 
Bolnhurst,  232 
Bolton,  226 
Boongate,  46,  118-9 
Boroughbury,  46,  66, 
97-9,  118 

Borough  Fen,  313 
Borough  Green,  89,  90 
Boston,  66,  78,  82,  87- 
8,  112,  125-6,  160-2, 
167-60,  176,  181-3, 
196,  200,  216-8,  222- 
3,  235,  238,  242-3, 
264-6,  288-9,  314, 
324,  334,  361 
Boston,  U.S.A.,  31-2, 
324 

Burton,  112 
Bury,  11 

Bury  S.  Edmund’s,  49, 
163 

Bushmead,  230,  233 
Butterwick,  218 
Byal  Fen,  326 

Caldecot,  214 
California,  222 
Cam,  river,  21,  26,  74, 
247,  266-7 

Cambridge,  26,  63,  58, 
61,74,93, 102,112-4, 
144,  193-6, 200,  210, 
266,  270,  278,  291, 
300,  328-9,  366,  367, 
360 


Cambridge,University, 
21,28,111-6,132,172, 
176,246,  264,278-80, 
288,  291,  329,  376 
, Colleges : Buck- 
ingham, 114 ; Caius, 
132,  144,  327 ; 

Christ’s,  267,  283  ; 
Clare,  76,  101,  112, 
267 ; Corpus  (Benet), 
112-4,  173,  329 ; 

Emmanuel,  222, 232, 
264 ; Jesus,  22, 176, 
269,283,291;  King’s, 
76,  111-4,  245,  267 ; 
Magdalene,  291  ; 
Pembroke,  133,  375; 
Peterhouse,  138,372; 
Queens’,  114 ; S. 
John’s,  22,  27,  64, 
107,  112,  114,  269, 
282,  372;  Sidney, 
172,  268;  Trinity, 
61,  113,  245,  270, 
285 ; Trinity  Hall, 
114 

Cambs.,  11,  21,  26,  47, 
69,  89,  110,  123-4, 
184,  193,  223-4, 

228-9,  246-6,  256, 
262,  266,  267 
Campalc,  174 
Canvey,  132 
Careby,  79 
Carlisle,  144,  174-6 
Castle  Bytham,  86 
Castor,  11,  96,  118, 
201,  263,  292,  313, 
374 

Catworth,  233 
Cavendish,  111 
Cawood,  72 
Caxton,  93 

Chare  Fen,  26,  228, 
246-6 

Charing,  246 
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Charles,  river,  31 
Charlton,  260 
Chatham,  227 
Chatteris,  27,  246,  300 
Chelsea,  76 
Cheshire,  99 
Cheshunt,  321-2,  324 
Chesterton,  96,  112 
Chettisham,  93 
Cheveley,  315 
Childerly,  90,  93 
Chippenham,  316 
Cockerington,  226 
Colne,  263-4 
Cologne,  168 
Conington,  76-6,  113, 
199,  214 
Conway,  129 
Cornwall,  99 
Cottenham,  26,  176, 
228,  246 
Cottingham,  63 
Cowbit,  16,  202,  220 
Cowbridge,  182 
Cranmore,  116 
Crawthorn,  45 
Crowland,  16,  61-3, 66, 
68,  64,  84-6,  114, 
116,  121,  146,  177-8, 
199,  216,  224,  233, 
261,  266,  291-6,  .310 
Cumberland,  79,  161-2 

Dagenham,  343 
Dahomey,  360 
Deeping,  Market,  46, 
61,  80,  86,  125,  201, 
208,  216,  233,  236-8, 
344,  362 

, S.  James,  38,  62, 

196,  202,  207,  216 

, S.  Nicholas,  99- 

101 

, West,  38,  79,  216 

Deeping  Gate,  277 
Denbigh,  304-6 
Denny,  200,  328 
Denton,  214 
Denver,  48,  103-6, 192, 
266,  368-9 
Derbyshire,  99,  130 
Devon,  233 
Diddle  bury,  339 
Doddington,  106,  109, 
269,  356-6 

Dogsthorpe,  43,  98, 
117-8 

Donington,  24,  362 


Dorchester,  150 
Dorset,  142-3,  201 
Douai,  67 
Dover,  87,  238 
Downham,  48,  76-6, 
112,  216,  267-70 
Dublin,  60,  132,  239 
Dunbar,  192 
Dunboyne,  64 
Dunham,  63 
Dunton  Wallet,  112 
Durham,  100,  120 

Earith,  26-7,  103,  114, 
179,  266 

Eastfield,  43,  98,  118 
Easton,  117,  227 
Eastrey,  116 
Ecton,  167 
Edenham,  86 
Egremont,  152 
Elloe,  224,  262,  281, 
316,  334,  371 
Elm,  93,  201,  240, 

268-9,  298,  361 
Eltisley,  93 
Elton,  310 

Ely,  12,  18,  62,  66-7, 
71,  75-6,  82,  84,  87- 

8,  91-5,  112-4,  120, 
127, 129-30, 137, 165, 
174,  179,  184,  192, 
196,  201,  223-4,  228- 

9,  247-8,  268-60, 266- 
7,  269,272,  291,  298- 
300,  326,  328,  333, 
344,  367,  361 

Ely,  Isle  of,  12,  17,  18, 
20,  61-3,  83-4,  93-4, 
112,129,179-80, 226, 
268,  306-7 
Emneth,  93 
Enfield,  321-2,  324 
England,  37,  64,  56,  87, 
93,  196,  207,  214, 
239,  242,  246,  276-7, 
280,  303,  .333,  368 
Eton,  113,  131 
Etton,  62,  313 
Europe,  239,  334 
Exeter,  112 
Eye,  346,  369-70 
Eyebury,  276,  386 
Eynesbury,  233 

Fallsingham,  284 
Farcet,  116,  230 
Felixstowe,  169 


Fen  Drayton,  93 
Fenhall,  173 
Fishtoft,  218-9 
Fitton,  171,  173-6, 248 
Flanders,  87, 129.  332 
Fleet,  278-9,  308,  336 
Fletton,  44,  361 
Flintshire,  304-5 
Folkingham,  248 
Fossdike,  127, 132, 161 
Fotheringhay,  76,  97 
Frampton,  298 
France,  84,  113, 181-2, 
207,  211,  242,  280, 
332 

Freiston,  218,  283 
Friesland,  87 
Friskney,  36 

Gainsborough,  1-3 
Gamlingay,  93 
Gascony,  236 
Gaywood,  87 
Geddington,  296 
Gedney,  48, 147-8, 263, 
308,  320,  336,  343 
Germany,  36 
Girton,  114 
Glamorgan,  99 
Glassmoor,  116 
Glen,  river,  208 
Gloucester,  70 
Gogmagogs,  11 
Gomorrah,  79 
Goodrich,  296 
Gosberton,  69 
Gotham,  113 
Grant,  river,  11,  267, 
316,  328 

Grantham,  48,  230 
Greatford,  216,  353 
Greenland,  166 
Greenwich,  34,  267 
Grenoble,  161 
Guyhirn,  204,  283,  300 

Haddenham,  12,27,  63, 
93,  179-80 

Hagworthingham,  74 
Halton  Holgate,  36 
Haltone,  199 
Hampstead,  122 
Hampton  Court,  23 
Hanslope,  163 
Harleston,  24,  93,  376 
Harrington,  76 
Hartford,  131 
Harvard,  216 
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Hasellode,  256 
Hastings,  239 
Hatfield  Chace,  343 
Hawkston,  269 
Hawton,  113 
Heavitree,  112 
Helpston,  313 
Hemmiswell,  78 
Henslape,  78 
Hereford,  211 
Hernhiil,  27 
Hertford,  225 
Herts.,  11 
Hetherset,  112 
Himmingslode,  228 
Histon,  201 
Holbeach,  10,  47,  76, 
114,  135-6,  151,  163- 
4,  200,  202,  240-1, 
252-4,  281-5,  288, 

308,  316-20,  337-41, 
352,  371-4 
Holland,  36,  87,  358 

, Lines.,  56,  58, 87, 

199,  219,  352,  377-8 
Holm,  142-3 
Holme,  212-4,  221 
Holt  House,  253 
Horncastle,  162,  372 
Horningsea,  93 
Horseth^,  179 
Hougham,  75 
Houghton,  Lit.,  284 
Hucknall  Torkard, 

339 

Hudson’s  Bay,  36 
Humber,  56 
Hunstanton,  289 
Huntingdon,  2,  33,  73, 
131,  210 

Hunts,,  1,  11,  44,  106, 
108,  223,  263,  269, 
327,  349,367-8 
Hussey  Tower,  351 
Hutton,  144 
Hykeham,  263 

Icanhoe,  82 
Icknield  Way,  128 
Ilford,  92 
Ilkley,  131 

India,  Indies,  181,  242, 
334 

Ipswich,  49,  279-80 
Ireland,  302,  368 
Isleham,  47,  110,  316 
Islington,  34-6,  92, 327 
Ivy  Cross,  303 


Jersey,  32 
Jerusalem,  151 

Kate’s  Bridge,  Cabin, 
Cove,  96,  233 
Kelso,  282 
Kendal,  182 
Kensington,  344 
Kent,  27,  233,  267, 
260 

Kesteven,  49 
Kimbolton,  33-4,  233 
Kingston,  24 
Kirby,  East,  113 ; 

Hall,  235 
Kirtling,  236 
Kirton,  126,  196,  256 
Knap  well,  139 
Knute’s  Delph,  223, 
371 

Lambeth,  15,  114 
Lancaster,  181,  266 
Landbeach,  114,  328-9 
Langley,  123-4,  237 
Langtoft,  38, 216,  226, 
238 

Leeds,  203 
Leicester,  160,  228 

shire,  68,  233 

Leighton  Buzzard,  282 
Lemne,  51 

Leverington,  94,  137- 
45,  148,  171-6,  180, 
184-90,196,199,201, 
203-7,  247-61,  297- 
302,  329-339 
Leverton,  216 
Lichfield,  109,111,113 
Lidel,  79-81 
Lincoln,  66,  78,  84,  96, 
113,  120,  151,  199, 

216,  281-2,  293,  361, 
383 

Lines.,  23,  31,  36,  52, 
61-2,  74-5,  96,  117, 
132,  141,  161-2,  162, 
166,  176,  196,  200-2, 

217,  222-6,  229-30, 
236-8,  253,  255,  262, 
276,  287,  289,  291, 
302,  306-8,  311,  336, 
339,344-5,349,381-3 

diocese,  32,  260 

Lindsey,  302 
Littleport,  63, 162,228, 
245-7,  266,  266 
Littleteodford,  63 


Liverpool,  360 
Lolham,  277 
Lolworth,  58,  201 
London,  12,  28,  34-6, 
39,  41,  60,  66,  129, 
132,  198-200,  214-5, 
220,  224,  232,  260, 
276,  288,  300,  314, 
341-2,  344,  348,  360, 
371,  382  ; Bank,  49  ; 
Bishopsgate,  321, 
346;  Bridewell,  348; 
British  Museum,  3, 
7,  70,  93,  106,  122, 
168,  209,  259,  267, 
326,  328 ; Chapel 
Royal,  211;  Charing 
Cross,  246 ; Clerken- 
well,  132 ; Earl’s 
Court,  344 ; Ely 
House,  Place,  198 ; 
Fleet,  76;  Holboin, 

32,  198  ; Hyde  Park, 
290  ; Ironmonger 
Lane,  199 ; King’s 
Bench,  328  ; Liver- 
pool St.,  348 ; 
Marshalsea,  209 ; 
Merchant  Taylors’ 
School,  375 ; Min- 
ories,  322 ; Moor- 
fields,  347 ; Old 
Bailey,  225 ; Palace, 
209 ; S.  James’s,  236 ; 
S.  Mary  le  Strand, 
64,  166  ; S.  Martin’s 
in  the  Fields,  23  ; 
S.  Martin  Pomer, 
199  ; S.  Nicholas 
01ave,288 ; S.Paul’s, 
27,  113,  200-1,  210; 
S.  Peter  Cheap,  113  ; 
Smithfield,  346  j 
Soho,  23 ; Staples 
Inn,76  ; Temple,  62  ; 
Tower,  108 ; West- 
minster and  Abbey, 

33,  72,  87,  112-4, 
126,  197,  236-7,  306, 
380-1 ; Whitehall,  6, 
17,  209,  342 

Longford,  297 
Longthorpe,  43,  98-9, 
118,  167 
Louth,  47,  292 
Ludington,  68,  325 
Luffenham,  23-4 
Lusby,  36 


Lynn,  34,  48,  50,  61, 
84-6,  87,  102-6,  112, 
114,  129,  131,  161, 
168,  192-5,  201,  216, 
249-60,  266,266,278, 
280,  289,  340,  344-6, 
360,  368-9 

Madras,  242 
Magdalen  Bridge,  48, 
53,  106 
Maiden,  246 
March,  49,  60,  94-6, 
106-7,  269,  269 
Marholm,  201,  313 
Marmound,  266 
Marseilles,  207 
Marshland,  106,  164, 
192,  221 
Marston  Moor,  1 
Massachusetts,  32,  324 
Maxey,  38,  91,  201, 
313,  343 
Meath,  64 
Mediterranean,  207 
Mendham,  376 
Mepal,  326-8 
Metheringham,  47,  340 
Methwold,  129 
Mettingham,  236 
Middlesex,  36,172, 321, 
324 

Milan,  332 
Mildenhall,  11 
Milton,  26,  90,  118, 
201 

Morborn,  133 
Merlin,  East,  38 
Moulton,  68,  141,  150, 
200,  362,  371 
Murrow,  299,  300 
Muscat,  river,  294 

Nafferton,  162 
Nar,  river,  104,  166  . 
Needham  Market,  49 
Nene,  river,  11,  44,  63, 
119,  132.  147,  226, 
266,261-2,265,293-6, 
367-8 

Netherlands  (see  Flan- 
ders), 324,  367-8 
Newark,  Nhants.,  43, 
98,  118 

, Notts,,  230 

Newcastle-on-Tyne, 

24,  196,  246,  348 
Newfoundland,  233 
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Newmarket,  16,  47, 
122-4 

Newton,  94,  137,  173, 
269 

Norfolk,  11,  14,  34,  48, 
61,  61-2,  68,  70,  84, 
86,  92,  132,  142-3, 
168,  173,  192,  253, 
266,  289,  330,  376 
Norman  Cross,  29,  220 
Normandy,  64-6 
Northampton,  227, 
266,  311-2 

Northants.,  44,  48,  62, 
64,  66,  71,  74,  96, 
200-1,  224,  262,  284, 
296,  311,  346,  367-8 
Northborough,  117, 
277,  313,  346,  384 
Northumberland,  64 
Northwold,  144 
Norway,  86-7 
Norwich,  64,  84,  92, 
112,  309,  340,  376-6 
Nottingham,  113 
Notts,,  90,  339 
Nunton,  277,  313 

Orby,  110-1 
Oundle,  2,  27,  230, 234, 
310,  372 

Ouse,  Great,  river,  11, 
12,  26-7,  30,  48,  94, 
104,  114,  246,  266, 
266-6 

, Little,  river,  11, 

246,  266 

Outwell,  226,  266 
Over,  93 

Overton  (Orton),  133, 
201,  233,  361 
Oxford,  73,  86,  113, 
242,  288,  360,  376 

, Colleges:  Corpus, 

68;  Jesus,  376;  Mag- 
dalen, 126 ; Queen’s, 
12;  Wadham,  121 
Oxfordshire,  11 
Oxney,  99 

Pacific,  222 
Pakenham,  163 
Parson  Drove,  187,144, 
171,  176,  300 
Paston,  117 
Peakirk,  90 
Pembroke,  200 
Penrith,  286 
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Peterborough  (Burgh, 
Medeshamstede), 

1-6,  12-15,  24,  26-8, 
34,  38-46,  66,  63, 
65-7,  71-3,  82-3,  85, 
97-9,101,109,112-20, 
146,  161,  156,  167, 
166-8,  170-1,  197, 

199,  210-1,  213,  216, 
227,  229,  232-5,  266, 
276,  277,  286-6,  291, 
310-3,  321,  338,  348, 
350-6,  367-9,  374-7, 
386 

Pickworth,  196 
Pidley,  263 
Pinchbeck,  60,  76,  80, 
117,  207,  238 
Popham  Ea,  70-1 
Porsand,  294 
Powdike,  136 
Prickwillow,  266 
Pullom,  199 

Radcliffe,  339 
Radnor,  304-5 
Ramsey,  14,  26,  68,  82, 

200,  256,  263,  266, 
308-10,  361-7,  371 

Ravensbank,  203 
Redenhall,  376 
Redstone-Gowt,  196 
Rhydycroesau,  266 
Ringwood,  114 
Rising,  216 
Rockingham,  4 
Romney  Marsh,  71 
Rothwell,  266 
Royston,  11,  73 
Rudham,  64 
Rugby,  289 
Rushton,  297 
Rutland,  11,  23-4,  75 
Ryhall,  16 

S.  Ives,  12,  162,  327 
S.  Neots,  86 
Salisbury,  173 
Salop,  113,  339 
Salter’s  Lode,  30,  69 
Saltney,  59 
Sandringham,  289 
Sandy,  113 
Sawston,  90 
Sawtry,  113,  233,  288 
Saxilby,  228 
Scotland,  58,  79,  83, 
181,  207,  367 
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Sedgemoor,  343 
Selby,  309 
Sempringham,  200, 
266 

Senlac,  64 
Shelton,  173 
Shene,  349 
Shengay,  93 
Shepreth,  89 
Shouldham,  69 
Sibsey,  126,  196, 

346 

Sicily,  332 
Sidon,  207 

Skirbeck,  68,  126,  149- 
63,  181-4,  216,  220, 
241-4 

Sleaford,  68,  86,  96, 
196,  340 
Snailwell,  144 
Snettisham,  70 
Sodom,  79 
Soham,  361 
Somerby,  134 
Somersham,  23,  261, 
263-6,  328 
Southampton,  273 
Southwark,  114,  201 
Southwell,  233 
Southwick,  227 
Spain,  181 

Spalding,  66,  80-1,  88, 
90,  99,  126-8,  136, 
169,  201-2,  208-10, 
216,  238,  270,  281, 
293-4,  311,  341,  363, 
372 

Spilsby,  36 
Spondon,  339 
StafEs.,  64,  233 
Stamford,  68,  200-1, 
208-10,216,267,277, 
281,  379-81 
Stamford  Baron,  227 
Stan  ground,  116,  286, 
313 

Steeping,  Little,  326 
Stepney,  172 
Steresbreg,  93 
Stickford,  196 
Stickney,  196 
Stilton,  46,  210,  233 
Stockton,  113 
Stourbridge,  76,  260 
Stow-cum-Quy,  93 
Stowe,  79,  216 
Stretham,  63,  76,  179, 
220 


Stretton,  68 
Stuntney,  63,  84, 
127 

Sudbury,  32 
Suffolk,  11,  43,  49, 
84-6, 112, 123-4, 141, 
192,  360 

Sunderland,  102 
Surfleet,  69,  60,  77-8 
Sutterton,  126,  217 
Sutton,  63,  171,  202, 
224-6,  306-8,  326-8, 
336,  342-3,  363,  377- 
8,  384 

Swanscombe,  328 
Swanspool,  46 
Swineshead,  86,  161 
S Winstead,  161 
Switzerland,  367 


Tallington,  216 
Tansor,  230 
Tees,  river,  64 
Tempsford,  113 
Terrington,  92 
Thames,  river,  11 
Thetford,  309 
Thornborough  (?),  109 
Thorney,  2,  3,  7-10,  82, 
164,  160-1,  174,  224, 
262,  294,  310,  321-4, 
364-70,  385 

Thorpe,  110;  -on-the- 
Hill,  74 
Thurlby,  216 
Tilney,  92 
Tofts,  West,  163 
Tongue  End,  101, 
208 

Torbay,  116 
Torrington,  112 
Toynton,  126 
Tremont,  31 
Trent,  river,  11 
Trosachs,  367 
Trumpington,  90 
Trundle  Mere,  220 
Tuddington,  141 
Tydd,  94,  225,  343 
Tvrol,  332 


Uffington,  38,  216 
Upsall,  90 
Upton,  313,  374 
Upware,  21-2,  30-1 
Upwell,  70,  266-6 


Upwood,  362 
Uttoxeter,  169 


Vainona  (Wainfleet), 

no 

Victoria,  131 


Wainfleet,  36-6,  302-6, 
346-8 

Walcot,  196,  277 
Waldram  Hall,  61-3 
Wales,  304-6 
Wallington,  386 
Walpole,  67-70,  92, 
200 

Walsoken,  120-1 
Walton,  West,  69,  163 
Ware,  11 

Warwickshire,  268 
Wash,  the,  85,  131-2, 
147-8,  161-2,  190, 

289-90,  306 

Waterbeach,  26,  113, 
200,  328 

Weald,  South,  112 
Weldon,  64 
Welland,  river,  11,  51, 
132,  161-2,  261-3, 

294 

Wellmere,  287 
Welney,  372 
Welney,  river,  256 
Wells,  Som.,  Ill ; 

Norf.,  71,  298 
Weston,  293,  339-40 
Whaplode  (Quaplode), 
68,  96,  176,  199,  202, 
308,  333,  340 
Whittlesey,  6,  9,  17, 
20,  26-8,  70-1,  116, 
128,  149,  180,  212, 
220,  223,  233,  266, 
291,  344,  371 
Wicken,  16,  21,  102 
Wickham,  63,  93,  327 
Wiggenhall,  48,  106 
Wigtoft,  217 
Wilburton,  63,  93 
Williamstead,  129 
Willingham,  300 
Wimblington,  106, 
259,  356 

Winchester,  65,  84, 
226 

Windsor,  123-4,  210 
Winteword,  63 


Wisbech,  62,  70,  76-7, 
83,  86,  94-6,  116, 
130-1,141,148,168-9, 
173,176,187-9,204-6, 
248-61,  269,  266-9, 
272-6,  278-80,  283, 
286,  299,  308,  332, 
348,  371 

Witchford,  63, 106 
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Witham,  river,  31, 219 
Woburn,  164 
Woodbridge,  49 
Woodcroft,  62,  313 
Woodhouse,  130 
Woodston,  233,  363, 
366 

Worcester,  86,  113-4, 
289 

shire,  99, 233 
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Wormeby,  321 
Wykeham,  311 

Yaxley,  68,  116,  233, 
346,  361 

York,  2,  66,  216,  238, 
348,  367,  369 
Yorkshire,  90, 131 
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Acton,  Eobert,  276 
Adventurous  Career, 
129 

Audrey  Bridge,  179 


Bailiff’s  Daughter,  34, 
92 

Bartholomew  Act,  360 
Baston  Gravestone,  46 
Bedford  Level,  74 
Blind  Eector,  121 
Blubberhouse  Corner, 
48 

Boroughbury,  97 
Borough  Green  Church 
89 

Boston  : — Deed,  126  ; 
Gild,  167;  Neigh- 
bourhood, 361 ; 
Stump,  324 ; the 
two  Bostons,  30 
Bourne  Manor,  236 
Brief  for  Bridge,  367  ; 
for  Church,  302  ; in 
Churches,  47 
Browne  Family,  277 
Burghley’s  Precepts, 
79 

Burial,  Q.  Catherine, 
33;  Q.  Mary  of  Scots, 
197 


Cambridge  and  Lynn, 
193 

Cambridgeshire  Fens, 
229 

Canute,  223,  371 
Car  Dike,  26 
Carthusians,  69 
Chare  Fen,  228,  246 
Church  Notes : — 
Borough  Green,  89 ; 
Doddington,  106 ; 
Downham,  267 ; 


Leverington,  137 ; 
Mepal,  326 ; Skir- 
beck,  149,  181,  216, 
241 ; West  Walton, 
163 

Cox,  Bp.,  291 
Croppenbergh  Family, 
60,  132 

Crowland  : — 16,  64  ; 
Blind  Eector,  121  ; 
Coffin-lid,  146;  Key- 
hold  Tenure,  177  ; 
Triangular  Bridge, 
261,293;  Tennyson, 
291 


Decoys,  36 

Deeds  : — Boston,  126 ; 
Friskney,  36 ; Stam- 
ford, 257,  379  ; 

Wainfleet,  36;  Deep- 
ing Manor,  236 
Deeping,  West, 
Eegisters,  38 
Defence  of  Country, 
39 

Doddington  Church, 
106 ; Wills,  366 
Dove,  Bp,,  374 
Downham  Church,  267; 

Eectory,  76 
Drainage  Overcharge, 
70 

Duport,  Dean,  291 


Editor’s  Farewell,  386 
Elloe  Inscriptions,  224, 
262,  281,  316,  337, 
371 

Ely,  Isle  of.  History, 
61 ; Shipping,  93 
Ely  Diocese,  92 
Ely,  Affray,  130 ; 
Homicide,  184 


Emmanuel  as  a Head- 
ing, 227 

Everard  Family,  196 


Family  Notes  and 
Queries; — Browne, 
277;  Croppenbergh, 
60,  132 ; Everard, 
196  ; Goddard,  192  ; 
Harriss,  266;  Ollard, 
130;  Norwood,  311; 
Eead,  74;  Vernatti, 
136  ; Weldon,  64 ; 
Wingfield,  23 
Fens : — After  Suppres- 
sion of  Monasteries, 
121  ; Cambs,,  229  ; 
Canute,  223,  371  ; 
Carthusians,  69 ; 

Character,  367 ; 

Chare,  228,  246 ; 

Crops,  163 ; Fire 
Engines,  344 ; Folk 
Lore,  334 ; Land- 
scapes, 29;  Lighter- 
men, 101 ; Lords’ 
Journals,  381;  Lord- 
ship  of,  226,  269  ; in 
Matthew  Paris,  82; 
Murder  in  Wisbech 
Fen,  168 ; Natives, 
111,  117;  Old  Land, 
149,  220 ; and  Sir  E. 
Peyton,  109;  Eain- 
fall,  176 ; Eivers, 
266  ; Scenes,  221 ; 
Subsidence,  212 ; 
Wicken,  16;  Wolves, 
159  ; in  1761,  11 
Flatness  of  Earth, 
63 

Fleet,  Lands  at,  278 
Fly-leaf  Inscription, 
320 

Friskney  Deed,  36 
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Funerals  and  Right  of 
Way,  99,  208 


Gilds Boston,  167  ; 

Peterborough,  32 
Glapthorne,  M.P.,  17 
Goddard  Family,  192 
Good  Friday,  Wet,  222 


Haddenham  Manor, 
179 

Harriss  Family,  266 
Hereward,  239,  280 
Holbeach  Manor,  76  ; 

Burial  Ground,  136 
Horners’  Company,  260 
Horseshoes  and 
Witches,  91 
Hunting  at  Yaxley,  361 
Hustings  Court,  198, 
288 


Indigent  Cavaliers,  268 
Inn  at  Upware,  21,  60 
Inn  Rhymes,  126 
Ivy  Cross,  202 


John,  King,  in  Wash, 
131,  147,  161,  190 

Kate,  96 
Kesteven,  49 
Key  hold  Tenure,  177 
King’s  Part,  116 


Landbech,  329 
Land  Sold  for  Taxes, 
190 

Landen,  John,  90 
Lepers’  Hospital,  146 
Leverington,  Church 
and  Accounts,  137, 
148,  171,  184,  203, 
247,  271,  297,  329 
Lidel,  Lord  of,  79 
Local  Rhymes,  216 
Lordship  of  Fens,  226, 
269 

Lynn: — and  Cam- 
bridge, 193;  Marshal 
of  Admiralty,  168  ; 
Whale  Fishery,  166; 
Wood  at  Cambridge, 
61 ; Out  of,  289 


Manors : — Bourne,  236 ; 
Deeping,  236 ; Had- 
denham, 179 ; Hol- 
beach, 76 ; Orton 
Waterville,  133 ; 
Surfleet,  69;  Sutton 
Holland,  306 
Manor  Rolls,  292 
Marshland,  192 
May  Day  Song,  24 
Maynard’s  Picklock, 
314 

Mepal  Church,  326 
Militia  Rates,  92 
Morton,  Bp.,  286 


Newmarket  Tourna- 
ment, 122 

Northborough  Rector, 
384 

Norwood  Family,  311 


Old  Account  Book, 
229,  292 

Old  Prophecies,  28 
Old  Windmill,  336 
Ollard  Family,  130 
Orby  Roman  Bricks, 
110 

Orton  Waterville 
Manor;  133 
Outwell,  266 
Oxford  Clay,  128,  384 


Parliamentary 
Chronicle,  349 
Peterborough : — Bar- 
tholomew Act,  360  ; 
Boroughbury,  97  ; 
Bridge,  367 ; Broad- 
side, 39  ; Burial  of 
Q.  Catherine,  33 ; 
of  Q.  Mary  of 
Scots,  197 ; Cathe- 
dral Register,  362  ; 
Convent  School,  348; 
Dove,  Bishop,  374 ; 
Endowments  of  Ca- 
thedral, 170 ; of 
Chapter,  234 ; Gar- 
land Song,  26 ; Gild, 
32 ; Lepers’ Hospital, 
146 ; Local  Govern- 
ment, 1,  40 ; Memor- 
ials, 63 ; National 


School,  166 ; Place 
Names,117 ; Psalter, 
13  ; Prisoner,  28  ; 
Prophecies,  28 ; Sex- 
ton’s Barn,  66 ; 
Wills,  166 ; Wolsey, 
Cardinal,  71 
Place  Names,  117 
Plague,  196,  207 
Powdike,  136 


Rainfall,  176 
Ramsey: — Abbey,  308  ; 

Courts,  362 
Read  Family,  74 
Road,  Eye  to  Thorney, 
369 

Roman  Bricks  at  Orby, 
110 

Roman  Occupation, 
127 

Rudham  Vicars,  64 


S.  Vincent’s  Cross,  224 
Sacrilegious  Game- 
sters, 163,  240,  288 
Sage,  2S6 

Seal  of  Abbot  Godfrey, 
326 

Sermons  before  House 
of  Commons,  222 
Sexton’s  Barn,  66 
Skirbeck  Church,  149, 
181,  216,  241 
Somersham  Rectory, 
263 

Spalding  Accident,  270 
Spalding  and  Verge  of 
Stamford,  208 
Spice  Acre  Leas,  202 
Spur  Money,  210 
Stamford  Deeds,  267, 
379 

Subsidence,  212 
Surfleet,  69,  77 
Sutton  in  Holland, 
306,  342,  377 


Tennyson,  291 
Thorney : — 

Abbey  Land,  321 ; 
Election  of  Abbot, 
7 ; Inscription,  160 ; 
Road  to  Eye,  369 
Tokens,  10,  49 
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Tournament,  122 
Town  Shears,  162 
Triangular  Bridge,  261 
293 

Upware  Inn,  21,  BO 
Upwell,  266 

Vernatti  Family,  135 
Vyllers,  John,  28 

Wainfleet Deed,  36 ; 
and  Bedlam,  346 ; 
Brief,  302 


Waldram  Hall,  61 
Walpole  Registers, 
67 

Waltheof,  63 
Walton,  West,  Church, 
163 

Waterbech,  328 
Weldon  Family,  64 
Wellmere  Decoy, 
287 

Whittlesey : Bishop, 

27 ; Drainage  Over- 
charge, 70 ; Oxford 
Clay,  128 


Wicken  Fen,  16 
Wildfowler,  220 
Wingfield  Family, 
23 

Wisbech  Fen  Murder, 
168 

Wolsey,  Card,,  71 
Wolves,  169 
Wyberton  Stone,  169, 
196 


Yeomanry,  311 
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IRotices  of  Boofts,  Sic. 


A Treatise  on  the  Law  concerning  Names  and  Changes  of  Name. 
By  Arthur  Charles  Fox- Davies,  of  Lincoln's  Inn.  Barrister -at-Laro, 
and  P.  W.  P.  Gariy  on- Britton,  F.S.A.  (Elliot  Stock,  1906.) — The 
subject  of  this  treatise  is  one  that  has  of  late  years  much  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  public.  Constantly  there  are  persons  desirous  for  some 
reason  to  change  their  names,  and  it  is  certainly  desirable  that  some 
definite  rules  in  the  matter  should  be  authoritatively  laid  down.  “ The 
accuracy  and  comparative  validity  of  the  different  methods  of  change  now 
in  vogue  is  a perennial  source  of  discussion,  and  the  situation  is  much 
complicated  by  the  fact  that  the  Crown  asserts  and  exercises  a prerogative 
requiring  compliance  with  one  appointed  method,  whilst  on  the  other  hand, 
popular  desire,  backed  by  the  almost  universal  opinion  of  the  legal 
profession,  either  denies  the  existence  of  that  prerogative,  or  seeks  to 
declare  a recognition  thereof  to  be  unnecessary.” 

All  know  that  many  think  it  is  sufficient,  without  Eoyal  Licence,  to 
execute  a deed  in  Chancery  stating  that  the  name  is  changed.  Others 
think  that  no  more  is  required  than  a public  advertisement  in  a newspaper, 
stating  the  fact  that  a certain  person  intends  thenceforth  to  use  a certain 
surname,  and  that  he  desires  all  persons  to  address  him  by  that  name.  All 
such  questions  are  exhaustively  examined  in  the  book  before  us.  But  the 
authors  make  it  clear  that  in  their  opinion  the  unauthorised  assumption 
does  not  create  a right  to  a name,  because  the  gift  of  a name  or  a change 
of  came  is  within  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown.  “ A name  assumed  with- 
out authority  is  simply  an  alias,  and  has  precisely  the  same  weight  as  the 
grandiloquent  names  which  are  assumed  for  the  purpose  of  the  theatre,  or 
the  haphazard  nommes  des  'plumes  which  are  adopted  by  so  many  writers.” 
The  change  of  surnames  is  the  main  subject : but  Christian  names  are 
also  considered.  “ There  is  no  way  known  to  the  law  by  which  a man  or 
woman  can  change  a name  which  has  been  given  in  baptism.”  The  authors 
do  not  seem  to  have  taken  account  of  the  ancient  practice  (never  frequent, 
but  possible)  of  the  Christian  name  being  changed  at  Confirmation.  The 
possibility  is  believed  to  exist  still,  although  the  Bishop  no  longer  addresses 
the  candidates  at  Confirmation  by  name.  Bishop  Kennett  has  preserved  a 
note  of  such  a change  of  Christian  names  effected  by  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln 
in  1707.  The  Bishop  had  taken  legal  advice.  This  was  done  by  the  opinion 
under  hand  of  Sir  Edward  Northey,  and  the  like  opinion  of  Lord  Chief 
Justice  Holt,  founded  on  the  authority  of  Sir  Edward  Coke,  who  says  it 
was  the  common  law  of  England  ” (Blunt’s  Amiotated  Common  Prayer, 
268).  In  1886  the  Bishop  of  Liverpool  sanctioned  the  giving  of  an 
additional  Christian  name  at  Confirmation,  and  gave  a certificate  to  the 
effect  that  this  had  been  done.  We  know  the  case  of  a man  (now  at  the 
University)  who  thus  changed  his  name  at  Confirmation.  His  father,  a 
second  son,  came  unexpectedly  into  the  family  property.  The  head  of  the 
family  had  for  generations  borne  a particular  Christian  name,  so  this  name 
was  assigned  at  his  Confirmation  to  the  next  heir. 

Extracts  from  British  Archives  on  the  Families  of  Haley, 
Halley,  Pihe,  etc.  (Eeprinted  from  the  Magazine  of  History,  New  York, 
1906.) — This  pamphlet  is  simply  the  working  material  collected  from 
various  sources  towards  the  compiling  of  pedigrees  of  the  families  named. 
The  notes  refer  to  persons  in  all  parts  of  England  ; but,  with  the  single 
exception  of  William  Halley  who  in  1694  is  described  as  “ late  of  Peter- 
borough,” there  seems  to  be  no  Fenland  resident. 

The  Boyal  Charters  and  Grants  to  the  City  of  Lincoln.  A 
Lecture  hy  W.  de  Gray  Birch,  LL.B.,  F.S.A.  (London,  1906.  Of  the 
City  Librarian,  Lincoln.) — The  name  of  the  Lecturer  will  be  to  all  anti- 
quaries and  literary  men  a very  sufficient  guarantee  for  the  excellence  of 
this  work.  Dr.  Birch  was  commissioned  by  the  Corporation  of  Lincoln  to 
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1205.— The  Local  GoYernment  of  Peterborough.— 

Cause  in  1642.  Biot  between  the  tv  ell  affected  and  the  Array. 
That  tvorthy  Vessel  Sprigg.  Cornet  Squire.  Forces  of  the  Associated 
Counties,  1643.  The  Ca’ndishers.  Gainsborough  Fight.  Bifling 
of  the  Minster.  Standish’s  Narrative.  The  Stamford  Bullards. 
Nicholls,  a Spy.  Totvn  Charities.  Inquisition  by  Commissioners 
for  Pious  Uses,  1634.  A Venison  Feast.  The  Population  in 
1700.  Poor  old  Peterborough. 

EOMWELL,  in  1642,  displayed  much 
energy  about  the  affairs  of  the  Seven 
Associated  Counties.  He  was  much 
at  Stilton,  where  the  Huntingdonshire 
Committee  was  located.  Samuel 
Squire,  afterwards  cornet  of  the 
Ironsides,^  and  auditor  of  the  accounts  of  that  famous  corps, 
took  up  his  quarters  in  Bridge  Street,  Peterborough,  the  city 
being  deemed  the  key  of  the  Fens,  though  it  did  not  contribute 

* The  Ironsides  were  at  first  known  as  Tawnies  from  their  brown  uniform.  After 
Marston  Moor,  the  Eastern  Association  men,  both  horse  and  foot,  were  put  into  red 
tunics  to  distinguish  them  from  the  King’s  men,  Cromwell  saying,  “It  is  a needful 
thing  we  be  as  one  in  colour,  much  ill  having  been  from  diversity  of  clothes  and  to 
slaying  of  friends  by  friends.”  In  July,  1644,  the  whole  of  the  Parliament’s  forces 
assumed  red  uniforms.  In  mediaeval  times  the  English  forces  wore  white  tunics,  with 
a red  cross  sewn  on. 
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to  the  funds  of  the  Associated  Counties.  King  Charles,  on  his 
progress  to  York  in  March,  1642  (N.S.),  embodied  the  array 
with  the  forces  which  accompanied  him,  and  it  was  much 
feared  that  during  the  journey  from  Huntingdon  to  Stamford 
the  “well  affected”  citizens  of  Peterborough  might  fall  out 
with  the  array.  Cromwell  warned  Squire  of  the  danger, 
urging  him  “ To  beg  all  to  be  silent  lest  it  mar  our  peaceable 
settling  of  this  sad  business  and  to  protect  at  cost  of  life  the 
King  from  harm  or  foul  usage  by  word  or  deed,  as  you  love 
the  Cause.”  Squire  failed  to  restrain  his  friends,  and  in  the 
“ sad  riot  ” which  happened,  Sprigg  managed  to  get  knocked 
on  the  head,  much  to  the  sorrow  of  Colonel  Cromwell,  who 
wrote,  ‘ ‘ I regret  much  that  worthy  vessel  of  the  Lord,  Sprigg, 
came  to  hurt.  I hope  the  voice  of  the  Lord  will  soften  the 
malignants’  hearts  even  yet  at  the  eleventh  hour : we  rejoice 
at  the  ‘ hope  ’ much  : but  do  keep  it  quiet.  I expect  you  at 
Stilton  on  Tuesday.  Bring  your  swords  and  muskets.”  The 
grand  hour  had  not  yet  come,  but  the  Colonel  had  his  Slepe 
troop  of  dragoons  ready  to  march,  and  was  searching  every 
suspect  who  came  across  the  fen  country  from  the  “bullards  ” 
at  Stamford,  as  the  King’s  party  there  were  called.  In  1643, 
the  plundering  Ca’ndishers,  who  had  opened  the  fighting  in  the 
Fens,  had  come  as  far  as  Thorney  and  driven  off  the  fat 
beasts.  Colonel  Hubbard,  who  then  garrisoned  the  City  with 
Captain  Henry  Cromwell,  had  prompt  orders  ‘ ‘ Follow  them  ; 
Give  no  quarter  : as  they  shed  blood  at  Bourne  and  slew  three 
poor  men  not  in  arms.”  The  Colonel  himself  arrived  with  his 
horse  in  July,  1643,  and,  sweeping  the  Fens  clear  of  the 
Ca’ndishers,  overtook  them  at  Gainsborough,  where  Squire  did 
good  service,  and  General  Cavendish  was  killed.^ 

In  April,  1643,  according  to  Francis  Standish’s  “Narrative 
of  the  rifling  and  defacing  of  the  Cathedral  Church,”  the 
sacriligious  hands  of  Cromwell’s  soldiers  broke  up  the  organs, 

* Squire  -was  on  the  spot  when  the  General  was  killed  and  secured  his  black 
charger,  which  he  sold  for  “sixty  pieces”  to  O.  C.  Squire  belonged  to  the  Stilton 
troop.  He  was  a native  of  Oundle,  where  his  father  was  a mercer. 
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destroyed  the  stained  glass,  and  disfigured  the  tombs  in  the 
Minster.  Mr.  Standish,  on  the  report  of  an  eye  witness, 
relates  that  Colonel  Cromwell,  with  a hammer,  broke  up  a 
window  which  was  adorned  with  a crucifix.^  Some  one  did 
the  mischief.  The  townsmen  would  hardly  know  one  officer 
from  another,  and  the  Colonel  did  not  rest  long  in  the  city  ; 
but  it  is  well  known  that  he  did  not  love  painted  windows, 
“which  make  no  man  pious,”  and  he  had  acted  very  roughly 
at  Ely,  where  he  stopped  divine  service,  telling  Mr.  Hitch, 
who  officiated,  “Leave  off  your  fooling,  and  come  down  Sir.” 
In  military  affairs  he  was,  from  the  first,  jealous  of  observing 
the  fighting  code  ; shot  several  marauders  in  the  Fens,  and 
wrote  in  high  words  to  Henry  Cromwell,  who  had  caught  and 
shot  one  Nicholls  in  Thorney  Fen — an  undoubted  spy  with 
the  King’s  pass  on  him — because  more  information  was  not 
first  got  out  of  him.f 

During  the  Interregnum  town  affairs  would  be  managed  as 
usual  by  the  town  bailiffs,  who  acted  as  trustees  and  feoffees 
of  town  stock  and  charity  estates.  Well-to-do  folk  usually 
made  some  bequest  for  charitable  uses.  Edward  Grenehall 
was  one  of  the  earliest  benefactors.  In  1538,  he  willed  that 
his  executors  should  bestow  26s.  8d.  in  repairing  the  highway 
between  the  grange  place  called  the  Sexton-barns  and  the 
town’s  end  in  Peterborough  towards  the  wind-mill,  and  he  gave 
to  the  town  towards  repairs  of  the  great  bridge  there  40s. 
Money  devoted  to  charitable  uses  might  very  well  be  used  to 
alleviate  a public  burden,  such  as  the  maintenance  of  a bridge : 
but  the  Commissioners  for  Pious  Uses  did  not  take  that  view 
of  the  application  of  town  stock.  That  can  be  gathered  from 
an  inquisition  held  by  them  in  the  bishop’s  palace  in  1634. 

* It  is  probable  that  the  rank  and  file  did  most  of  the  mischief.  The  Colonel  had 
his  troop  in  hand,  and  stopped  in  the  town  one  night  only,  but  Col.  Hubbard’s  foot 
soldiers  were  quartered  in  the  town  for  a fortnight.  The  armorials,  worked  in  silver, 
which  hung  on  a pillar  above  the  Queen  Catherine’s  tomb  were  sure  to  attract  the  men. 

t Colonel  Cromwell  passed  through  Peterborough,  Aug.  17, 1643,  after  Gainsborough 
fight,  on  his  way  to  the  siege  of  Lynn.  The  Earl  of  Manchester,  at  the  head  of  the 
army,  came  through  the  city.  Sept.  6,  1644.  Two  of  the  Abbey  registers,  now  in  the 
national  collection,  were  sold  to  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  by  the  descendants 
of  the  Earl.  Henry  Cromwell  was  quartered  in  the  Vineyard. 
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One  of  the  findings  of  the  jury  was  : — 

We  find  in  the  account  of  William  Gunton,late  of  Peterborough,  gent., 
deceased,  and  Thomas  Amie  of  the  same  town,  bailiffs  in  the  year  1613, 
moneys  misemployed  as  followeth,  vizt ; about  reparation  of  the  great 
bridge  over  the  river  Nene  the  sum  of  xxxfii  xvis  And  of  and  in  the 
bedel’s  coat,  wages,  dressing  the  town  armor,  and  other  town  business 
vijii  xiijs  in  total  xxxix^i  xi^  viijd  Item  in  the  accounts  of  the  said 
Mr.  Gunton  and  Mr.  Amie,  town  bailiffs  in  the  year  1614,  moneys  mis- 
employed as  followeth,  vizt ; about  repairs  of  the  said  bridge  iiP.  xvijs.  vi^; 
in  venison  feasts  vi^i.  xvis.  vij<i;  in  the  bedel’s  coat,  wages  and  in  dressing 
the  town  armor  and  other  town  business,  iiP.  xvijs.  viij<i ; in  total 
xiiijii.  xis.  ix<i.* 

Public  ofiScials  are  apt  to  deal  with  charity  funds  as  free 
funds,  testators  not  having  used  words  in  their  testaments 
definite  enough  to  appropriate  their  money  to  a particular 
object.  A town-feast  of  ale  and  venison  pasties  is  not  a good 
and  laudable  work  for  a charitable  purpose,  f 

A decree  of  the  Commissioners  for  Charitable  Uses,  dated 
17  August,  1683,  declares  “that  the  income  of  the  city-lands 
was  settled  (1)  for  the  relief  of  tradesmen  and  poor  aged 
persons  fallen  to  decay  ; (2)  for  putting  out  poor  apprentices  ; 
(3)  for  repairs  of  the  parish  church,  together  with  the  steeple, 
bells,  and  churchyard  ; for  the  repair  of  the  streets,  bridges, 
and  public  buildings  ; and  for  other  good  and  laudable  works 
and  purposes  as  by  seven  of  the  governors  chosen  to  administer 
the  same  should  be  ordered”;  and  it  was  decreed  that  the 
then  surviving  trustees,  when  by  death  or  removal  of  their 
residence  from  Peterborough  should  be  reduced  to  five,  should 
within  three  months  enfeoff  other  eight  of  the  most  discreet 
and  substantial  inhabitants  of  the  same  lands  upon  the  trusts 
described  : and  further  that  the  Bishop  of  Peterborough  and 


* See  F.  N.  Q.,  Art.  690,  for  extracts  from  the  Feoffees’  books.  Messrs.  Amy  and 
Gunton,  A°  1628,  account  for  £5  the  gift  of  Mr.  Lawrence  Whitacre,  M.P.,  for  paving  the 
Market-hill,  and  for  £41  5s.  the  sum  of  the  city  income  derived  from  land  .•  also  for  6s. 
for  stands  under  the  Market-cross,  and  for  "l2d.  from  Jones,  a player,  for  leave  to 
exhibit  puppets  in  the  town-hall  in  that  year.  The  course  taken  by  the  Feoffees,  in 
1613,  was  usual.  They  had  more  to  do  with  local  government  than  the  vestry.  The 
Constables,  till  latter  XVI.  century,  supervised  beggars,  lodgings  of  paupers, 
apprentices,  and  superintended  the  town  as  conservators  of  the  peace.  They  were 
appointed  at  the  Court  Leet  till  1662,  and  then,  pursuant  to  13  and  14  Car.  II.,  c.  12,  by 
two  Justices.  The  ofiBce  of  beadle  was  similar  to  that  of  constable,  with  duties  of 
town-crier  and  to  attend  during  divine  service  to  keep  order  in  the  church. 

t The  town  venison-feast  was  a survival  of  a venerable  custom  of  the  Convent.  The 
Abbot  had  a royal  grant  of  tithes  of  deer  killed  in  Kockingham  Forest. 
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the  Dean,  for  the  time  being,  should  have  power  to  inspect 
the  accounts  of  the  feoffees  when  they  should  think  fit. 

In  1831,  the  Charity  Commissioners  reported  that  the  city 
charities  yielded  an  income  of  £433,  exclusive  of  Deacon’s 
School  estate.  Few  of  the  city  charities  existed  before  the 
i Eestoration  ; that  of  Edmund  English,  of  £100,  invested  in 
[ land,  dates  from  1602  ; that  of  William  Hake,  of  a house  and 
acre  of  land  in  Boongate,  from  1610.  Thomas  Deacon,  by  his 
will  of  13  Jan.,  1719,  left  Barsonally  Close,  about  25  acres, 
the  rent  to  be  given  to  poor  ancient  men  and  women  on  St. 
Thomas’  Day,  and  Willow  Hall  farm,  consisting  of  225  acres, 
in  the  parish  of  Whittlesey,  to  endow  a school  in  Peterborough. 
William  Squire’s  gift  of  £500  for  the  poor  dates  from  1826, 
and  there  are  numerous  small  charities.  To  that  of  Bishop 
White  is  annexed  a condition  that  the  beneficiaries  are  to  be 
such  as  can  repeat  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  the  Apostles’  Creed,  and 
the  Ten  Commandments.^ 

The  city  was  quiet  during  the  Interregnum,  the  well 
affected  being  in  a great  majority.  Well-to-do  folk,  for 
the  most  part,  were  for  the  King — the  Dickensons,  Eobinsons, 
Hakes,  Ormes,  and  Pratts,  f Major  Alexander  Blake,  a 
decimator  and  High  Court  of  Justice  man,  who  bought 
the  Deanery  and  resided  there  till  1660,  had  orders  to 
watch  over  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth  and  to 
secure  the  Fens.J  In  1655,  he  had  a troop  of  30  horse 
soldiers  in  pay,  with  one  Lieutenant  and  a Quartermaster, 
very  necessary  in  that  “disaffected  corner.”  Humphrey 
Orme,  an  ardent  Eoyalist,  defeated  Colonel  Blake,  of  known 
integrity,  at  the  Parliamentary  election  in  1660.  Times  had 

* In  1831,  the  feoflfees  held  a sum  of  £414  in  consols,  3 per  cent. ; £950  secured  on 
mortgate  at  4|  per  cent. ; £450  from  Squire’s  Charity ; and  £500  surplus  from  Deacon’s 
Charity.  Wyldbore’s  Charity  (1781)  is  a sum  of  £5  paid  to  the  ringers  of  St.  John 
Baptist,  part  in  money  and  part  in  a feast,  for  ringing  one  peal  on  the  day  of  the 
benefactor’s  decease,  March  12,  (Sic  in  1830  Eeport.  “ Wyldbore’s  Day”  is  now  March  15.) 

1 See  -F.  N.  8f  Q.,  Vol.  IV.,  296,  for  a list  of  delinquents. 

i Dom.  Interreg,  xcvii.  5.  The  offences  generally  came  from  Stamford,  where  the 
“ bullards  ” caused  a riot  at  the  fair  in  1655.  The  Precincts  are  described  as  Peter- 
borough Castle.  For  an  account  of  the  Liberty  Sessions,  1650,  see  F.  JV.  ^ Q.,  Vol. 
IV.,  181. 
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changed.  The  House  ignored  the  petition  of  Blake’s  party, 
who  so  little  appreciated  the  change  that  they  attempted  to 
unseat  Orme,  because  his  party  had  opposed  the  reading  of 
the  “Instrument  of  Government.”^  The  unhappy  times 
reduced  many  flourishing  tradesmen  to  poverty.  James  King, 
a considerable  trader,  was  sheltered  in  a bedesman’s  gown. 
The  clergy  were  very  willing  to  lend  a hand  to  an  old  Eoyalist, 
but  they  soon  turned  against  recusants,  the  Bishop  urging  the 
clergy  “ to  the  vigorous  suppression  of  Popery  and  to  make 
effectual  and  encourage  the  conviction  of  Eoman  Catholics”; 
nevertheless  they  clung  to  the  divine  right  of  King  James,  and 
refused  to  pray  for  William  and  Mary : a neglect  which 
occasioned  the  following  mandate  from  the  Home  Secretary : — 

To  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Peterborough. 

Whitehall,  Sept.  30,  1693. 

My  Lord,. 

The  Queen  has  been  informed  that  one  M^.  Gilbert  a minister  in  Peter- 
borough has  omitted  during  this  v^rhole  summer  till  of  late  to  read  the 
prayers  appointed  to  be  used  for  their  Maties  preservation  and  success  and 
that  he  has  also  preached  that  God  Almighty  has  not  set  their  Maties  over 
us  but  only  permitted  them  as  he  often  does  judgments  for  the  sins  of  a 
Nation.  This  is  so  scandalous  and  seditious  that  I am  commanded  to 
write  to  your  Lop.  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  these  matters  objected 
against  him  and  to  desire  your  lop  to  send  me  an  account  thereof  and  of 
what  can  be  proved  that  such  course  may  be  taken  as  may  bring  him  to 
just  punishment.  I am  yor  Lops. 

Nottingham.f 

The  mass  of  the  people  must  have  been  very  poor.  In  1667 
they  rose  up  against  the  collectors  of  Chimney-money,  and 
drove  them  out  of  the  city.  At  the  end  of  the  seventeenth 
century  a poll-tax  was  levied  on  2,808  inhabitants,  dwelling 
in  347  houses,  within  the  city  and  hamlets.  The  growth  of 
the  city  was  slow.  In  1737  there  were  400  houses,  inhabited 
by  2,800  persons : but  zealous  for  the  Church.  In  1742, 
the  Eev.  Browne  Willis,  a sagacious  antiquary,  writes  : — 

The  zeal  the  City  has  for  their  Cathedral  is  much  to  be  commended  as 
is  their  extraordinary  veneration  for  the  worship  of  the  Church  of  England, 
they  being  alone  remarkable  in  not  tolerating  any  dissenters  meeting  of 
any  sort,  a happiness  that  no  other  City  in  England  can  boast  of. 

Poor  old  Peterborough ! Every  square  yard  of  you  the 
freehold  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter.  L.G. 


See  F.  N,  ^ Q.,  Vol.  IV.,  99. 


t H.  O.  Letter  Book,  24. 
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1 206.— Election  of  an  Abbot  of  Thorney.— In  the 

Eegister  of  Bishop  Gray  of  Ely,  is  an  account  of  the 
proceedings  connected  with  the  Election  of  an  Abbot  of 
Thorney  in  1464.  The  substance  of  this  has  been  copied  by 
Cole  (Brit.  Mus.,  Add.  MSS.  5826) ; but  he  mostly  gives  a 
translation  only,  supplying  occasional  words  from  the  Latin 
original. 

The  vacancy  was  caused  by  the  resignation  of  William  Ey all. 
He  appears  to  have  subsided  into  the  position  of  an  ordinary 
monk,  because  he  was  present,  and  apparently  voted,  at  the 
election  of  his  own  successor.  The  presiding  OlB&cer  was  the 
Prior,  who  is  described  as  “Nicholaus  Croyland  Prior  et 
Presidens”  of  the  monastery  of  the  Blessed  Mary  and  S. 
Botolph  of  Thorney  of  the  Order  of  S.  Benedict.  The  resig- 
nation was  notified  30  Oct.  ; the  King’s  licence  was  obtained  ; 
and  Thursday  after  S.  Martin  in  the  winter,  viz.  15  Nov.,  was 
appointed  for  the  election.  When  the  day  arrived,  “after  Mass 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  Church,  by  sound  of  bell,  these 
Monks  appeared  there  ” : — Nicholas  Croyland,  Prior  ; William 
Eyall ; John  Buk  ; Eoger  Pulvertoft ; John  Depyng,  Steward 
of  the  kitchen  ; William  Wittlesey,  Prior  of  Depyng;  Thomas 
Wysbech,  Steward ; Alexander  Wysbech,  Precentor  ; Eichard 
Warboys,  Eeceiver ; John  York,  Sub-prior  ; John  Kyrton, 
Infirmarer ; JohnEeynolds,  Almoner  ; William  Castyr,  Sacrist ; 
Thomas  Sempringham,  Hospitaller ; Eichard  Chateriz  ; Eichard 
Fodryngey,  Scalar' ; Stephen  Stanground,  prorimo ; John 
Stanground  ; Eobert  Wheteley  ; John  Croyland,  Chamberlain ; 
John  Gedney,  Caterer  ; John  Gosbyrkyrk,  Pittancer  ; Eichard 
Holbech.  After  singing  the  hymn  Veni  Creator  Spiritus, 
Brother  William  Wittlesey  made  proclamation  at  the  doors 
of  the  Church  and  Cloister  for  all  to  appear  who  had  a right 
in  the  election.  Eeturning  to  the  Chapter  House  the  Monks 
took  with  them  “ these  Seculars,  ” “M.  Eic.  Bole,  in  utroque 
Jure  Bac:,  M.  Tho.  Wellys,  L.B.,  M.  Eob.  Kyrton,  A.M., 
et  M.  John  Elvedon  et  M.  Eob.  Bredon,  Notariis  publicis.” 
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Wellys  was  there  “tanquam  Juris  peritus;”  Bredon,  as 
notary  ; the  rest  as  witnesses.  The  Prior  read  the  Monitions 
against  excommunicate  persons  interfering  in  the  election;  and 
“the  Seculars  receding  from  the  Chapter  House,”  the  Monks 
deliberated  as  to  the  form  of  electing  their  Abbot.  On  the 
return  of  the  Seculars  the  Constitution  of  the  General  Council 
was  read  and  explained,  “which  begins  Quia 'propter the 
licence  of  the  King,  their  Founder  and  Patron,  for  the  election 
was  read ; and  the  decision  was  recorded,  pilacuit  nohis  o'lwiibus, 
that  the  election  should  be  by  scrutiny  ; and  the  Prior,  the  late 
Abbot,  and  John  Buk  were  elected  Scrutators,  “who  were 
first  in  the  Presence  of  the  Witnesses  to  take  secretly  and 
singly  the  Votes  of  one  another  and  then  of  the  rest  in  like 
manner,  and  so  to  publish  them  after  the  Scrutiny  before 
them  all  in  the  Chapter  House,  by  Bro.  Wm.  Wittlesey  ; who 
was  also  commissioned  to  publishe  the  Election  to  the  Clergy 
and  People.”  The  first  scrutiny  came  to  nothing  : the  sensible 
members  of  the  Chapter  could  not  agree,  coinpertum  erat 
majore'm  et  saniore^n  parte'm  Gapituli  in  nulla')n  certa'in  Personam 
convenisse.  The  decision  was  accordingly  adjourned  till  the 
next  day,  when  the  majority  selected  Thomas  Wysbech, 
their  Steward,  to  be  the  new  Abbot  “Of  the  21  Monks  then 
in  the  Convent  15  gave  their  Voices  for  him.”  (In  the  list  of 
those  present  at  the  former  meeting  there  are  23  names.)  The 
Prior  had  4 votes,  and  Brother  William  Sponer  (whose  name 
is  not  previously  given)  had  3 votes.  Thomas  Wysbech  was 
then  proclaimed  to  be  duly  elected,  “Scientia  Literarum,  Vita  et 
Moribus  merito  commendandum,  Ordinem  regularem  in  dicto 
Monasterio  24  Annis  expresse  professum,  in  Ordine  Sacerdotali 
et  in  Etate  legitima  quadraginta  Annorum  et  amplius  consti- 
tutum,  Liberum,  legitimum,  et  de  legitimo  matrimonio 
procreatum,  in  Spiritualibus  et  Temporalibus  circumspectum, 
valentem  et  scientem  Jura  monasterii  tueri.  ” Then  the  Prior 
elected  him  in  all  their  names  before  them  : then  the  Te  Deum 
was  sung,  and  ‘ ‘ some  of  the  Monks  carried  the  elect  up  to  the 
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High  Altar,”  and  William  Wittlesey  declared  the  election; 
and  he  and  Alexander  Wysbech  were  deputed  to  get  the  consent 
of  the  Elect  who  was  in  Hospicio  communi. 

“ Idem  tamen  Electus  se  pluries  excusans  et  suam  Insuffi- 
cientiam  allegans  et  pretendens,  tandem  ante  prandium 
ejusdem  Diei  Veneris  post  Excusationes  multiplices,  nolens,  ut 
asseruit,  divine  resistere  ulterius  Voluntati,  devictus  ipsorum 
Instantia  et  tempore  debito  requisitus,  votis  nostris  annuit  et 
Consentiit.” 

The  King’s  consent  was  duly  obtained.  The  Bishop  of  Ely 
then  issued  a Commission,  9 Dec.,  1464,  to  his  Official  to 
examine  into  the  election,  and  to  confirm  it,  if  found  legal. 
This  Commission  was  read  in  the  parish  church  of  Caxton,  and 
the  matter  duly  investigated,  and  the  election  confirmed.  Then 
the  Abbot  elect  took  the  oath  of  Canonical  Obedience  to  the 
Bishop,  and  a mandate  was  sent  by  the  Archdeacon  of  Ely  to 
Eobert  Kyrton,  Vicar  of  S.  Mary,  Whittlesey,  to  install  him ; 
and  this  was  done. 

“ Et  subsequenter  Die  Dominico  in  Albis  28  Apr;  1465. 
Dominus  Episcopus  publice  et  solempniter  munus  Benedictionis 
in  Ecclesia  Conventual!  de  Thorney  fratri  Thome  Wysebech 
Abbati  Electo  et  Confirmato  ac  Installato  impendit.  Presen- 
tibus  M.  Eicardo  Bole,  M.  Johanne  Warke worth  A : M : et 
M.  Henrico  Strother  A : M : ejusdem  reverend!  Patris  Capellanis 
ac  aliis  in  Multitudine.  ” 

As  appears  by  an  earlier  notice  in  the  same  Bishop’s 
Eegister,  this  William  Eyall  had  been  elected  upon  the  death 
of  Abbot  John  Eamsey  on  6 Aug.  1457.  The  proceedings  on 
that  occasion  were  exactly  similar  to  those  described  above  : 
but  in  Eyall’s  case  the  election  was  absolutely  unanimous, 
fratre  Willelmo  Byal  duntaxat  excepto,  except  that  he  did  not 
vote  for  himself.  But  when  he  presented  himself  at  S.  Mary’s 
at  Ely  for  the  election  to  be  confirmed,  there  was  some  oppo- 
sition. The  Abbot  elect  appeared  before  Mr.  Eobert  Thwaites, 
“together  with  a great  number  of  Doctors,  Advocates, 
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Proctors,  and  Lawyers  ” ; and  some  technical  objection  was 
made  against  the  proceedings  at  the  election,  but  the  precise 
nature  of  the  objection  is  not  stated.  “ M.  Eogerus  Batclif, 
L.D..  Officialis  Curie  Eliensis  et  alii  Jurisperiti  contra  Pro- 
cessum  et  formam  Electionis  et  ad  ejus  Informacionem  et 
Cassationem  multos  Canones  objecerunt,  Legum  et  Oanonum 
copiam  allegando.”  The  objections  however  were  overruled 
and  the  election  fully  confirmed.  In  his  mandate  to  the 
Archdeacon  to  install,  Eobert  Thwaites  describes  himself  as 
Chancellor  and  Commissary.  Ed. 

1207,— A Rare  Token. — The  existence  of  a former  silver 
coinage  at  Holbeach  may  be  unknown  to  most  of  our  readers. 
One  specimen  of  a silver  token  is  known  to  exist.  It  is  in  a 
very  fine  state  of  preservation,  and  bears  the  following  inscrip- 
tion : Obverse,  ‘‘1811  Holbeach  and  Lincolnshiee  Silvee 
Token  H.M.  a one  pound  note  will  be  paid  foe  20  op 
THESE  BY  E.  B.  Hoff”;  Eeverse,  “One  Shilling  Value 
H.M.”  within  a wreath  of  oak  leaves,  outside  the  wreath 
“Issued  by  Eoyal  Licence.”  Mr.  E.  B.  Hoff,  by  whom  it 
was  issued,  carried  on  business  in  High  Street,  Holbeach,  in 
premises  now  occupied  by  Messrs.  James  Curtis  and  E.  Hardy; 
and  the  inference  is  that,  according  to  a custom  of  the  time, 
he  obtained  a Eoyal  Licence  for  the  issue  of  tokens,  but 
either  coined  or  put  into  circulation  so  few  as  to  make  them 
of  the  highest  rarity.  Probably  they  were  never  issued  at  aU, 
and  no  other  specimen  being  known,  the  one  here  described 
and  illustrated  is  undoubtedly  unique. 


J.M. 
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1208.— The  Fens  in  1761. — An  interesting  notice  of  the 
Cambridgeshire  Fens  in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century 
is  given  in  A Tour  Thro'  the  Whole  Island  of  Great  Britain : 
By  a Gentleman.  6th  Ed.  1762,  at  Yol.  I.,  pp.  86,  sqq.  The 
work  is  in  four  small  volumes,  and  professes  to  be  corrected  up 
to  the  end  of  1761.  For  a short  notice  of  “Old  Mr.  Frampton, 
Master  or  Inspector  ” of  the  King’s  Eunning  Horses,  see 
F.  N.  & Q.,  Yol.  YI.,  pp.  101,  102.  In  his  epitaph  at  New- 
market King  James  II.  is  not  named  as  one  of  the  sovereigns 
by  whom  he  was  employed,  but  he  is  certainly  the  person 
named  in  the  following  extract. 

The  description  of  Decoys  as  “admirable  Pieces  of  Art 
called  Duchoys  ” is  quaint. 

Cambridgeshire,  except  the  Fen  Part,  is  almost  wholly  a Corn  County  ; 
and  of  that  Corn,  five  Parts  in  six  of  all  they  sow  is  Barley,  which  is 
generally  sold  to  Ware  and  Royston,  and  other  great  Malting  Towns  in 
Hertfordshire,  and  is  the  Fund  from  whence  that  vast  Quantity  of  Malt, 
called  Hertfordshire  Malt,  is  made,  and  which  is  esteemed  the  best  in 
England.  As  Essex,  Sujfolh,  and  Norfolk  are  taken  up  in  Manufactures, 
and  famed  for  Industry,  this  County  has  no  Manufacture  at  all ; nor  are 
the  Poor,  except  the  Husbandmen,  noted  for  anything  so  much  as  Sloth  ; 
to  their  Eeproach  be  it  spoken  ! What  the  reason  of  it  is  I know  not. 

On  the  Top  of  Hogmagog  Hills  appears  an  antient  Camp  or  Fortifica- 
tion, with  treble  Eampart  and  Ditch,  which  most  of  our  Writers  say  was 
neither  Roman  nor  Saxon,  but  British.  King  James  II.  caused  a spacious 
Stable  to  be  built  in  the  area  of  this  Camp,  for  his  Eunning-horses,  and 
made  old  Mr.  Frampton  Master  or  Inspector  of  them. 

The  Stables  remain  still  there,  though  they  are  not  often  made  use  of. 
Earl  Godolphin  has  here  a fine  House  on  the  very  summit  of  the  Hill,  to 
which  his  Lordship  frequently  resorts,  especially  in  the  Eacing-season. 

As  we  descended  Westward,  we  saw  the  Fen  Country  on  our  Eight, 
almost  all  covered  with  Water  like  a Sea.  The  Michaelmas  Eains,  having 
been  very  great  that  Year,  sent  down  vast  Floods  of  Water  from  the  Upland 
Counties ; and  those  Fens  being  the  Sink  of  no  less  than  12  Counties,  they 
are  often  thus  overflowed.  The  Eivers  which  thus  empty  themselves  into 
these  Fens,  and  carry  off  the  Water,  are  the  Cam  or  Grant,  the  Great  Ouse 
and  Little  Ouse,  the  Nene,  the  Welland,  and  the  Eiver  which  runs  from 
Bury  to  Mildenhall.  The  Counties  which  those  Eivers  drain,  as  above,  are 
those  of 


Those  marked  with  (*)  empty  all  their  Waters  this  Way,  the  rest  but  in 
Part.  In  a Word,  all  the  Water  of  the  middle  Part  of  England,  which  does 
not  run  into  the  Thames,  or  the  Trent,  comes  down  into  these  Fens. 


Lincoln, 

^Cambridge, 


Warwick, 

Oxford, 

Leicester, 

^Northampton, 


Rutland, 
Norfolk, 
Sujfolk,  and 
Essex. 


^Bedford, 
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In  these  Fens  are  abundance  of  these  admirable  Pieces  of  Art  called 
Buckoys ; and  it  is  incredible  what  Quantities  of  Wild-fowl  of  all  sorts, 
Duck,  Mallard,  Teal,  Wigeon,  they  take  in  them  every  Week  during  the 
Season  : it  may  indeed  be  guessed  at  in  some  measure  by  this,  that  there 
is  a Duckoy  not  far  from  Ely,  which  yields  the  Landlord  600^.  a year  clear 
of  the  Charge  of  maintaining  a great  Number  of  Servants  for  the  Manage- 
ment ; from  whence  alone  they  assured  me  at  St.  Ives  (a  Town  on  the  Ouse, 
whither  the  Fowls  are  always  brought  to  be  conveyed  to  London ),  that 
they  generally  sent  up  3000  Couples  a Week. 

There  are  more  of  these  about  Peterborough,  from  whence  Waggon- 
loads are  sent  up  twice  a Week  to  London.  I have  seen  these  Waggons, 
before  the  Act  of  Parliament  to  regulate  Carriers,  drawn  by  ten  or  twelve 
Horses  apiece,  so  heavy  were  they  loaden. 

As  these  Fens  appear  overwhelmed  with  Water,  I observed,  that  they 
generally,  at  the  latter  Part  of  the  Year  appear  also  covered  with  Fogs ; 
so  that,  when  the  Downs  and  higher  Grounds  of  the  adjacent  County 
glittered  with  the  Beams  of  the  Sun,  the  Isle  of  Ely  seemed  wrapped  up 
in  Mist  and  Darkness,  and  nothing  could  be  discerned  but  now  and  then 
the  Cupola  of  Ely  Minster. 

One  would  hardly  see  this  from  the  Hills,  without  concern  for  the 
many  thousand  families  confined  to  those  Fogs,  who  had  no  other  Breath 
to  draw,  than  what  must  be  mixed  with  the  choaking  Vapours,  which 
spread  over  all  the  Country : but,  notwithstanding  this,  the  People,  especially 
those  that  are  used  to  it,  live  as  healthy  as  those  in  a clearer  Air,  except 
now  and  then  an  Ague,  which  they  make  light  of  ; and  there  are  great 
Numbers  of  very  antient  People  among  them.  An  Act  passed  a few  years 
ago,  for  the  more  effectual  Draining  and  Preservation  of  Haddenham  Level 
in  the  Isle  of  Ely,  which  contains  6600  Acres,  which  were  overflowed 
chiefly  through  the  Neglect  of  preserving  and  clearing  the  Out-falls  into  the 
Sea ; and  as  these  Grounds  are  naturally  very  rich  and  fertile,  it  may  be 
imagined  what  a Beneflt  must  accrue  to  the  Public  by  this  Means,  when 
the  Draining  and  Eecovery  of  them  can  be  completed. 


1209.— The  Peterborough  Psalter. — In  the  Bodleian 
Library  is  preserved  a psalter  that  is  known  by  the  above  name. 
It  is  in  the  Barlow  collection,  No.  22.  The  title  is  : — 

Psalterium  fratris  Walter!  de  Eouceby  cuius  anime  misereatur  deus 
Amen.  Item  psalterium  beate  virginis  cum  letari. 

A side-note  (of  course  by  a later  hand)  has  this  : — 

Obijt  Walt:  de  Eouceby  Anno  1341.  Ut  patet  ex  Calendario 

sequente,  mens:  maio  in  margine. 

At  the  foot  of  the  page  is  : — 

Lib : Tho  : Barlow  e Coll : Eeg : Oxon : Anno.  M.  DC.  LXI. 

The  heads  of  the  months  in  the  Calendar  are  these  : — 

Soles  clavorum  dant  versus  egyptiorum. 
lanuarius  habet  dies  xxxi.  luna  xxx. 

Quarta  subit  mortem  prosternit  tercia  fortem. 

Februarius  habet  dies  xxviii.  luna  xxix. 

Primus  mandentem  disrupit  quarta  bibentem. 

Marcius  habet  dies  xxxi.  luna  xxx. 


The  Petebboeough  Psaltee. 
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Denus  et  undenus  est  mortis  vulnere  plenns. 

Aprilis  habet  dies  xxx.  lima  xxx. 

Tercius  occidit  et  Septimus  ora  relidit. 

Maius  habet  dies  xxxi.  luna  xxx. 

Denus  pallescit  quindenus  federa  nescit. 

lunius  habet  dies  xxx.  luna  xxix. 

Tredecimus  mactat  iulius  decimus  labefactat. 

lulius  habet  dies  xxxi.  luna  xxx. 

Prima  necat  fortem  perditque  secunda  chuortem. 

Augustus  habet  dies  xxxi.  luna  xxrx. 

Tercia  septembris  et  denus  fert  mala  membris. 

September  habet  dies  xxx.  luna  xxx. 

Tercia  cum  dena  clamat  sis  integra  vena. 

October  habet  dies  xxxi.  luna  xxx. 

Scorpius  est  quintus  et  tercius  ad  mala  cinctus. 

November  habet  dies  xxx.  luna  xxx. 

Septimus  exsanguis  virosus  denus  ut  anguis. 

December  habet  dies  xxxi.  luna  xxix. 

The  hexameter  lines  are  similar  to  a set  given  in  Aubrey’s 
Miscellanies  (quoted  by  Bland,  ii.,  49)  ; but  they  are  not 
identical.  The  line  for  December  has  been  completed  from 
Aubrey,  being  either  incorrect  in  Eouceby’s  Psalter,  or  else 
incorrectly  transcribed. 

The  marginal  notes,  in  the  Calendar,  give  a number  of  dates 
(mostly  without  year)  of  the  burials  (depositio),  or  the 
anniversary  commemorations  of  the  deaths  (obitus),  of  the 
abbots  and  some  other  members  of  Peterborough  monastery. 
We  give  here  the  entries  relating  to  the  bouse.  The  dates  at 
the  commencement  of  the  entries  are  given  in  modern  fashion ; 
the  years  have  been  added. 

2 Jan.  Depositio  domini  Martini  abbatis  [Martin  de  Vecti,  1133 — 

1166]. 

6 Depositio  Willelmi  de  Hototh  abbatis.  [1246 — 1249.] 

7 Depositio  Henrici  abbatis  [Henry  of  Anjou,  1128—1133]. 

Item  obitus  Ricardi  de  Watervile. 

10  Obitus  Mathei  presbiteri  [elsewhere  called  capellani]. 

13  Depositio  Alsini  abbatis  [Elsinus,  1008 — 1066]. 

24  Depositio  ^Irici  Archiepiscopi  [of  York,  1023—1061;  buried 

at  Peterborough,  where  he  had  been  a monk]. 

20  Feb.  Depositio  domini  Andree  abbatis  [1193 — 1201]. 

3 Mar.  Depositio  Johannis  de  Kaleto  abbatis  [1249 — 1262].  Item 

obitus  Yvonis  supprioris. 

16  Depositio  dompni  Akarij  abbatis  [1201—1214]. 
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17  Mar.  Depositio  Koberti  de  Sutton  abbatis  [1262—1274]. 

19  Depositio  Ernulphi  episcopi  [of  Eochester,  previously  abbot 

here,  1107—1114;  died  1124]. 

6 Apr.  Depositio  Thoroldi  [1069 — 1098]  et  Eudonis  [abbot  of 
Eamsey,  previously  prior  of  Burgh]  abbatum. 

4 May  Obijt  frater  Walterus  de  Eouceby.  Anno  domini  . m°. 
ccc°.  xli®. 

26  Depositio  Arnewini  abbatis  [1065 — 1067]. 

31  Depositio  Henrici  de  Morcote  abbatis  Anno  domini  . m°. 

c°c°c^  liij°. 

4 June  Depositio  Adulphi  [abbot  here  971 — 992 ; bishop  of  Worces- 
ter, 992  ; archbishop  of  York,  995 — 1006]  et  Willelmi 
[possibly  William  de  Burgh,  bishop  of  Llandaff,  1246— 
1263]  episcoporum. 

24  Depositio  Martini  abbatis  iunioris  [Martin  of  Eamsey  1226— 

1233]. 

13  July  Depositio  Gamalielis  [bishop  of  Sodor  and  Man,  1154 — 1161  ; 

buried  at  Peterborough]  et  Huberti  [in  the  entire  lists 
of  bishops  I find  only  one  with  this  name,  Hubert  Fitz 
Walter,  bishop  of  Salisbury,  1189,  archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, 1193 — 1206:  he  was  a Norfolk  man,  but  I cannot 
find  what  connection  he  had  with  Peterborough]  episco- 
porum. 

11  Aug.  Depositio  dompni  Eicardi  abbatis  [1274—1296]. 

21  Depositio  dompni  Godefridi  abbatis  [1299—1321]. 

26  Obitus  Eeginaldi  presbiteri. 

10  Sep.  Translatio  sancti  Adelwoldi  [bishop  Ethelwold,  of  Winchester, 
instrumental  in  restoring  the  building;  in  King  Edgar’s 
reign]. 

22  Obitus  Winegodi  [a  monk  who  brought  to  Burgh  the  famous 

arm  of  S.  Oswald]. 

25  Depositio  Willelmi  de  Wodeford  abbatis  [1295 — 1299]  . 

28  Dedicatio  ecclesie  Burgi. 

29  Depositio  Benedicti  abbatis  [1177 — 1193]. 

6 Oct.  [Octava  dedicationis. 

16  Depositio  Elrici  episcopi  [said  to  be  Ethelric,  bishop  of 

Durham,  1042 — 1056,  died  1072,  formerly  monk  here]. 

21  Depositio  dompni  Mathie  abbatis  [1103—1105]. 

26  Depositio  Eoberti  de  Lindesay  abbatis  [1214—1222]. 

1 Nov.  Depositio  Lefrici  abbatis  [1067 — 1066]. 

7 Depositio  Johannis  abbatis  [John  de  Sais,  1114—1125]. 

16  Universalis  memoria  fundatorum  et  benefactorum. 

19  Depositio  Alexandri  abbatis  [1222 — 1226]. 

27  Depositio  abbatum  Brandonis  [1066 — 1069]  et  Willelmi  de 

Watervile  [1166—1176]. 

9 Dee.  Universalis  memoria  patrum  et  matrum  parentum  nxorum  et 
benefactorum  elemos.  Burgi. 
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19  Dec.  Depositio  Kinsini  archiepiscopi  [of  York,  buried  at  Peter- 
borough, where  he  had  been  monk,  1069]  et  Kadulphi 
comitis. 

21  Depositio  Walteri  abbatis  [1233 — 1246]. 

The  names  of  all  the  Abbots  from  the  time  of  the  renovation 
of  the  abbey  by  King  Edgar  to  1330  occur  in  the  above,  except 
two.  These  are  Kenulphus  (992 — 1005),  who  became  Bishop 
of  Winchester,  and  was  accused  of  obtaining  that  appointment 
by  simony  ; and  Godricus  (1099 — 1102),  who  was  seemingly 
deposed  upon  the  same  grounds.  There  are  other  commemo- 
rations connected  with  the  place  : S.  Oswald,  Archbishop  of 
York,  whose  uncorrupted  arm  was  one  of  the  great  treasures 
of  the  church  ; S.  Florentinus,  Martyr,  whose  body  was 
purchased  by  Elsinus  and  brought  to  Burgh  ; S.  Benedict,  the 
founder  of  the  Benedictines  ; SS.  Kyneburga,  Kineswitha,  and 
Tibba,  whose  bodies  were  removed  from  Castor  and  Eyhall  to 
the  monastery  by  Elsinus.  There  are  also  some  names 
associated  with  the  neighbourhood  but  not  with  Burgh  itself  : 
Guthlac,  Botulph,  Sexburga,  Neot,  Ethelburga,  Bishop  Hugh 
of  Lincoln,  Yvo,  and  others.  Several  that  are  named  may 
have  had  some  connection  with  the  monastery  (as  S.  Gregory 
and  S.  Swithin)  but  what  it  was  I do  not  know.  Nor  can  I 
say  why  these  were  specially  honoured  : Eustachius,  martyr, 
cum  sociis ; Maria  Egyptiaca ; S.  Barbara ; Clemens  and 
Pelicitas,  martyrs ; Crisantus  and  Daria,  martyrs.  Some 
bishops  occur  whom  I am  unable  to  identify  : Mello,  Germanus, 
Hugh,  Anian,  Taurinus,  Andomarus.  There  were  several 
bishops  named  Hugh,  and  at  least  four  named  Anian.  Nor 
can  I explain  Wandregis  and  Lenfredus,  entered  as  Abbots. 

Another  Peterborough  Obituary  is  found  in  a manuscript  at 
Lambeth,  some  extracts  from  which  are  given  in  the  supple- 
ment to  Gunton  (pp.  324 — 7)  ; and  an  account  of  it  was  sent 
by  the  late  Precentor  Mackenzie  Walcott  to  Notes  and  Queries 
(5th  S.  xi.  21).  It  is  said  to  have  been  drawn  up  by  direction 
of  Abbot  Ashton  (1438 — 1471),  and  is  therefore  at  least  a 
century  later  than  the  Bodleian  manuscript.  At  this  later 
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date,  for  some  reason  or  other,  the  anniversary  days  had  in 
many  instances  been  altered. 

The  Bodleian  Psalter  must  have  been  actually  written  either 
in  1323  or  in  1334 : because  at  27  March  is  the  entry 
Besurrectio  Domini,  and  those  are  the  only  years  in  Eouceby’s 
lifetime  in  which  Easter  fell  on  that  day.  Some  marginal 
notes  are  by  a later  hand  : Adam  de  Boothby  and  Henry  de 
Morcote  were  alive  when  this  Calendar  was  written  ; and  at 
4 May  Walter  de  Eouceby’s  own  death  is  recorded.  Ed. 

1210.— Wicken  Fen  (1047). — The  following  gratifying 
announcement  was  made  in  The  Star  newspaper  some  time 
in  September,  1906. 

A greater  portion  of  the  famous  Wicken  Fen  has  come  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  G.  H.  Verrall,  of  Sussex  Lodge,  Newmarket.  For  many  years  past 
pot  hunters  and  trippers  used  to  go  over  this  fine  ground  and  take  and 
destroy  all  the  rare  birds’  nests  and  eggs  they  could  find,  trample  down 
the  sedge,  which  is  a valuable  fen  crop,  break  down  the  shrubs,  and  often 
throw  down  a lighted  match  and  set  fire  to  portions  of  the  dry  herbage. 
They  also  used  to  shoot  every  bird  that  came  in  their  way  in  any  time  of 
the  year,  and  do  infinite  damage,  and  no  check  on  them.  Thanks  to  Mr. 
Verrall  this  beautiful  old  ground,  with  its  tall  reeds,  sedge,  sallows,  and 
wild  fiowers — which  is  still  the  home  and  breeding-place  of  the  bittern, 
Montague  harrier,  snipe,  reed  warblers,  bearded  tits,  and  many  other  rare 
birds ; also  the  beautiful  swallowtail  butterfly  and  many  others — will  now 
be  kept  free  from  the  spoilers. 

But  is  it  a fact  that  the  bittern  is  still  to  be  found  in 
Wicken  Fen?  G.C.C. 

1 21 1 Crowland  Abbey.—These  lines  originally  appeared 
in  The  Gentleman's  Magazine,  and  are  copied  in  Nichols’ 
Literary  Anecdotes,  vi.  67.  They  are  by  the  Eev.  Joseph 
Mills,  Incumbent  of  Cowbit,  who  died  in  1804. 

Ceoyland,  thy  once  fam’d  Abbey  now  appears 
(By  Cromwell’s  rage  and  by  devouring  years) 

A heap  of  ruins,  which  but  faintly  show 
Thy  splendid  state  six  hundred  years  ago. 

Thy  nodding  arches,  sculptured  saints  proclaim 
Thy  fabrick  great,  but  greater  far  thy  fame ; 

Thy  antient  honours  Gough’s  ingenious  pen 
Makes  bloom  anew,  and  meet  our  eyes  again; 

Else  would  thy  saints  and  mitred  abbots  be 
Buried  by  Time  in  deep  obscurity. 

Such  is  the  fate  of  sublunary  things. 

Of  wealthy  Abbots,  and  of  sceptred  Kings  ! 

Ed. 
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1 21 2.— Return  of  George  Glapthorne  to  Parliament  to 
Represent  the  Isle  of  Ely,  1655.— The  return,  in  1654,  of 

Mr.  George  Glapthorne,  of  Whittlesey,  as  representative  of 
the  Isle  of  Ely  in  Parliament,  occasioned  much  uneasiness  to 
the  “well  affected.”  The  petition  against  the  return  of  “old 
Justice  Glapthorne”  has  400  hands  to  it,  “a  joyful  thing  to 
see  so  many  witnesses  against  iniquity,”  and  a separate 
schedule  of  120  freeholders  who  were  illegally  excluded  from 
the  poll.  Justice  Glapthorne  was  a great  swearer,  full  of 
strange  imprecations,  with  oaths  flowing  from  his  mouth,  40 
in  one  hour  when  he  hath  been  gaming  in  alehouses  ; and 
worse,  he  had  been  known  to  play  at  cards  on  the  Lord’s-day. 
His  usual  oaths  were : by  God’s  wounds,  and  the  Devil  fetch 
me  f and  just  before  the  election,  in  Martin’s  alehouse,  he 
had  promised  to  give  Mrs.  Martin  a roll  of  tobacco,  and  under- 
took to  grant  her  husband  a licence  to  brew  ; thus  unduly 
influencing  and  corrupting  the  electors.  Mr.  Glapthorne,  on 
the  other  hand,  alleged  that  he  had  studied  the  interest  of  the 
Parliament  “with  all  the  faculties  of  his  soul,”  as  the  Lord 
Protector,  who  had  formerly  been  a neighbour,  very  well  knew. 

The  petition  against  the  return  and  his  reply  speak  for 
themselves : — 

To  the  right  his  Highness  Council  sitting  at  Whitehall. 

The  humble  petition  of  divers  freeholders  and  other  persons  qualified  to 
vote  in  the  election  of  Knights  for  the  Isle  of  Ely. 

Sheweth 

That  petn^s  taking  notice  of  the  writt  for  election  of  knights  to 
sit  in  Parliament  for  ye  Isle  of  Ely  were  with  others  assembled  at  Wisbeech 
the  12  of  July  1654  the  day  appointed  for  such  election.  And  having 
formerly  had  experience  of  ye  greate  fidelitie  and  knowne  piety  of  John 
Thurloe  esq^'  Seci’y  of  State  and  Lieut : Coll,  ffrancis  Underwood  of  Whittle- 
sey in  the  said  Isle  did  resolve  theire  votes  for  them  two  ; but  beyond  their 
expectation  finding  George  Glapthorne  esq.  chief  Bailiff  of  the  Isle  and 
person  appointed  to  view  and  judge  of  the  said  election  by  the  assistance 
of  his  under  bailiffs  placed  in  every  hundred  soliciting  ye  persons  of  such 
as  were  under  ye  feare  of  arreste  and  power  of  being  retorned  on  juries, 
did  endeavor  to  make  a party  for  his  own  election,  though  as  we  humblie 
conceive  he  being  reputed  Sheriff  for  ye  said  Isle  in  his  owne  person  is  not 
eligible,  Nevertheless  to  accomplish  his  owne  designe  (as  by  the  sequell 
we  have  too  much  cause  to  believe)  Wisbeach  near  the  outmost  confines 

* A tract  entitled  “A  brief  relation  concerning  the  Petition  against  G.  G. 
1654.  4to.” 
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northward  and  place  of  his  greatest  interest  was  appointed  the  place  for 
election  and  a rumor  spread  at  Ely  the  night  before  election  that  ye  said 
election  would  be  at  Ely  by  wch  meanes  many  were  surprized.  And  by 
admitting  all  persons  to  the  pole  without  oath  and  by  rejecting  many  yt 
had  right  to  vote  on  Lieut.  Col.  Underwood’s  part  and  other  undue  proceed- 
ings at  ye  pole  as  by  a particular  hereunto  annexed  may  and  doth  more 
fully  appeare,  hath  procured  himselfe  to  be  retorned  as  if  freely  chosen, 
Whereas  indeed  if  justice  had  been  done  Lieut.  Col.  Underwood  was  chose 
having  there  present  the  greatest  number  of  persons  qualified  to  elect. 

The  premises  considered 

Yo^  Petn^s  humbly  pray  that  serious  consideracon  may  be  had  of  ye 
exceptions  hereunto  annexed  and  of  the  capacitie  or  incapacitie  of  the 
said  George  Glapthorne  and  of  ye  undue  proceeding  then  had  All  wch 
the  petn^s  humbly  submit  to  ye  pious  wisdome  and  justice  of  this  honour- 
able Council.  And  will  pray  &c. 

The  Petn”  excepting  against  the  Personall  Election  of  Geo.  Glapthorne 
Esq.  chiefe  Bailiffe  of  ye  Isle  of  Ely. 

1.  — That  ye  said  George  Glapthorne  though  under  ye  name  of  chiefe 
Bailiffe  hath  the  power  and  place  of  Sherriffe  within  the  said  Isle,  in  that 
originall  writs  are  directed  to  him  from  above  and  that  he  is  chargeable 
with  all  prisoners  not  accomptable  to  the  Sherriffe  of  the  countie  but  hath 
his  own  accompts  allowed  of  in  the  Excheqr  independent  from  the 
Sherriffe  and  so  de  facto  is  Sherriffe  not  properlie  to  be  chosen. 

2.  — That  the  said  Geo  Glapthorne  having  the  power  of  the  Gaole  and 
custodie  of  prisoners  and  execucon  of  all  writs  hath  his  under  Bailiffe 
residing  in  every  hundred  wch  as  this  season  beyond  their  ordinary  courses 
were  employed  and  (as  we  humbly  conceive)  did  unduly  solicit  the  personal 
votes  of  Inhabitants  within  their  respective  Bayliwickes  many  of  whom 
being  at  this  time  under  the  feare  or  power  of  arrest,  others  at  his  curtesie 
in  the  impannelling  of  juryes,  so  that  such  persons  could  not  be  free,  and 
consequentlie  such  Eleccon  if  it  had  been  could  not  be  free. 

3.  — That  the  said  Geo  Glapthorne  hath  for  a long  time  and  at  this 
present  is  (as  we  are  credibly  informed)  a prisoner  for  debt  in  the  Upper 
Bench  and  so  more  likely  to  serve  his  owne  interest  then  his  Countrey  and 
the  publique. 

4.  — That  y®  said  Geo  Glapthorne  (as  we  humblie  conceive)  in  his  owne 
person  is  not  eligible  because  hitherto  not  knowne  to  us,  nor  that  we  have 
heard  ever  yet  reputed  a person  of  pietie  or  integritie,  but  much  the 
contrary  viz^.  a knowne  swearer,  curser  and  bitter  imprecator,  a frequenter 
of  alehouses,  and  an  upholder  of  them  that  are  of  evill  fame,  himselfe 
likewise  famed  for  his  familiarity  with  women  wch  are  of  loose  and  light 
conversacon. 

5.  — We  shall  forbeare  to  mencon  the  evill  government  of  his  ffamily, 
the  fame  thereof  we  are  too  well  assurred  is  spread  e abroade  unto  the 
neighbouring  counties,  but  shall  only  make  this  conjecture  that  he  that 
cannot  govern  his  owne  family,  we  wish  we  could  not  say,  he  is  exemplary 
to  encourage  their  evill  doings,  but  certainly  he  cannot  be  a fit  instrument 
to  make  lawes  for  the  government  of  a nation,  and  until  we  may  expect  to 
gather  grapes  of  thornes  or  ffiggs  of  thistles,  we  rest  without  hope  of  good 
from  him. 

6.  — That  though  by  precept  the  said  Geo.  Glapthorne  as  chiefe  Bailiffe 
was  appointed  to  make  view  and  judge  of  the  said  Eleccon,  nevertheless  to 
carry  on  his  owne  designe,  one  Mh  Edmond  fferrour  son-in-law  and  (as  he 
saith)  under  bailiffe  to  ye  said  Geo.  Glapthorne  did  take  upon  him  of  his 
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owne  authority  the  management  of  ye  said  Eleccon  without  precept  or 
deputacon  from  ye  sheriffe  or  chiefe  bailiffe  so  that  as  we  humblie  conceive 
all  proceedings  then  had  were  coram  non  judice. 

The  Petn^s  exceptions  to  the  undue  proceedings  of  the  said  Geo. 

Glapthorne  and  Edm.  Ferrour  in  the  manner  of  Election. 

1.  — That  the  said  Edward  fEerour  taking  upon  him  of  his  owne 
authoritie  to  mannage  the  said  Eleccon  and  clerks  by  consent  of  both 
parties  named  for  the  writing  of  the  Pole  did  nevertheles  agst  the  consent 
and  desire  of  Lieut.  Col.  Underwood  discharge  the  clerke  appointed  for 
him  and  continued  the  other  for  ML  Glapthorne,  a person  fit  for  his 
purpose  and  of  neare  relacon  to  him  and  appointed  one  for  Lieut.  Col. 
Underwood  whom  he  knew  not  nor  had  cause  to  trust,  being  often  tardy 
and  often  called  upon  for  his  neglect,  as  the  other  on  Mr.  Glapthorne’s  part 
was  charged  with  over  haste,  so  that  we  have  good  cause  to  believe  (as 
things  were  carryed)  no  number  had  been  sufficient  on  L*.  Col.  Under- 
wood’s part. 

2.  — That  he  the  said  Edmond  fferrour  did  admit  all  persons  to  ye  pole 
without  oath  though  desired  by  Lieut.  Col.  Underwood  that  so  the  truth 
of  their  qualifications  might  appeare  : but  Edmond  fferrour  replied  he 
had  no  power  to  administer  an  oath  to  such  as  said  they  were  worth  200ii, 
and  we  verily  believe  that  way  had  excluded  a great  number  of  ML 
Glapthorne’s  voters  as  we  now  finde  his  free  admittance  hath  taken  in 
persons  y^  were  in  the  late  King’s  army  and  some  aprentices  and  persons 
under  age  and  many  more  not  qualified  to  vote. 

3.  — That  the  said  Edmond  fferrour  did  shut  up  ye  bookes  and  close 
the  Pole  agst  Lieut.  Col.  Underwoode  about  9 of  the  clocke  at  night  when 
many  persons  were  then  present  to  enter  the  pole  for  Lieut.  Col.  Under- 
wood, but  could  not  come  neare  by  reason  of  a greate  noise  of  persons 
distempered  with  drinke  and  closed  about  the  place  of  the  pole  with 
threats  agst  them,  and  outcryes  for  Geo,  Glapthorne  to  prevent  which 
mischeife  L*  Col.  Underwood  desired  Ml  Fferrour  that  ye  bookes  might 
be  sealed  up  for  y^  night  and  continue  the  Pole  the  next  morning  but 
Ml  fferrour  refused  to  continue  the  Pole  by  wch  meanes  about  120  persons 
then  present  were  excluded  the  Pole,  the  names  of  wch  persons  and  places 
of  theire  aboade  are  in  a schedule  hereunto  annexed,  wch  number  if 
admitted  had  by  theire  owne  accounts  exceeded  ML  Glapthorne’s. 

4.  — That  ye  said  Edmond  fferrour  by  and  with  the  consent  and 
direcons  of  Ml  fferrour  his  unkle  and  Mi’,  fferrour  his  kinsman  and  ye  said 
Geo.  Glapthorn,  all  parties  interested  to  this  designe  were  resolved  to  doe 
what  they  pleased  keeping  the  bookes  of  pole  within  themselves,  not 
allowing  any  examinacon  on  Lieut.  Col ; Underwood’s  part  unles  he  would 
submitt  to  theire  undue  proceedings,  so  that  no  exceptions  to  the  clerks 
false  entry  or  there  miscountings  might  be  knowne,  replying  still  to  Lieut. 
Col,  Underwood  when  he  charged  them  with  theire  undue  proceedings,  that 
he  complained  too  soone  and  if  he  would  complaine  he  must  doe  it  above, 
by  wch  it  is  clearelie  evident  that  they  did  intend  to  give  Lieut.  Col. 
Underwood  cause  to  complaine  or  be  excluded.  Whereupon  L^.  Col. 
Underwood  (as  well  he  might)  was  forced  openly  to  declare  and  protest 
against  theire  proceedings. 

There  were  about  400  freeholders.  Of  the  100  excluded 
most  came  from  Thorney,  and,  as  their  names  indicated,  yyere 
probably  objected  to  because  they  were  aliens.  Among  the 
names  occur — Harlye,  Van  Beek,  de  Bor,  Juy,  de  Cow,  Le 
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Zye,  Rec,  Wanfcie,  Taffyn,  Henney,  le  Coss,  Conie,  Ser,  le 
ffoulke,  Debur,  le  Pla,  le  Count,  Musgrave,  Behague,  Bran- 
corne,  de  Cosen,  fflahaw,  Larow,  Izardsbye,  le  Tall,  le  Grin, 
Uznell. 

In  August  the  Committee  of  the  Council  for  Elections  issued 
summonses  for  witnesses  in  the  case  of  the  Isle.  They  were — 
George  Bate,  Captain  William  Lane,  W.  Marshall,  W. 
Manesty,  all  from  Whittlesey. 

Puritans  and  neutrals  who  had  property  of  the  clear  value 
of  £200  had  votes : Malignants  were  excluded.  The  first 
Protectorate  Parliament  met  on  Sept.  3,  1654,  signed  the 
Recognition,  busied  itself  about  new  modelling  the  Institution 
of  Government,  but  accomplished  nothing,  and,  failing  to  please 
the  Protector,  he  dissolved  it  in  January,  1655. 

To  the  Eight  Honourable  his  Highnes  Councell. 

The  humble  petition  of  George  Glapthorne  Esq^. 

Sheweth 

That  he  having  from  ye  very  beginning  adhered  to  ye  interest  of  the 
Parliament  and  Comonwealth  and  contributed  to  their  assistance  farre 
beyond  ye  proportion  of  his  estate,  having  at  his  owne  charge  sent  4 horses 
with  men  armes  and  other  furniture,  two  of  which  were  mainteined  and 
paid  by  him  without  any  pay  at  all  from  ye  State  and  upon  all  occasions 
of  losse  by  him  againe  recruted,  with  fresh  horse  and  armes  for  the  space 
of  two  yeares  or  thereabouts,  besides  many  other  horses,  money  and  other 
great  expences  well  knowne  to  his  Highnes  ye  Lord  Protector,  and  with  all 
ye  faculties  of  his  soule  hath  studied  ye  advancement  of  that  interest. 

And  being  upon  ye  12*^  of  July  last  elected  by  the  free  votes  of  ye 
Country  to  serve  as  a member  of  this  next  Parliament  for  the  Isle  of  Ely 
doth  now  to  his  great  grief  take  notice  of  a petition  to  yor  honors  where- 
unto  many  hands  are  procured  against  ye  said  election  and  therewith  a 
paper  of  exceptions  cunningly  interwoven  with  some  scandalous  and  libel- 
lous personall  aspertions  upon  yor  petm’.  by  ye  contrivement  of  Lieut.  Col. 
Underwood,  who  since  these  tymes  hath  got  an  estate  of  800  or  lOGO^i  per 
ann.,  combining  with  one  Capt^i  Harrison  who  out  of  malice  to  yor 
petn^  for  having  obteined  an  order  upon  the  petition  of  ye  Country  for 
him  to  accompt  for  very  vast  sums  of  money,  which  he  having  procured 
himselfe  to  be  Treasurer,  had  received  upon  an  Ordinance  for  their  satis- 
faction, for  money  by  them  lent  for  the  reduceing  of  Crowland  and  other 
publique  uses  with  which  he  had  purchased  lands  to  his  owne  use  thereby 
to  defraude  the  Petitioners,  there  being  above  100  persons  therein  concerned 
and  some  of  them  now  taking  Collection*  in  the  parishes  where  they  live, 
all  which  was  well  knowne  to  ye  said  Lieut.  CoP : Underwood  to  whom 
together  with  yor  peU.  and  some  others  the  examination  of  this  business 
was  by  the  then  Council  referred  and  found  by  us  according  to  ye  Petition, 
and  for  which  he  was  indicted  as  a Cheater  at  ye  Assizes  and  ye  indictment 


i.e,,  rendered  so  poor  as  to  need  relief. 
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found  by  ye  Grand  jury  and  for  ye  detection  of  this  his  dishonest  and 
unconscionable  dealing  before  the  said  election  hath  made  it  his  business 
to  traduce  yor  petn^.  possessing  the  people  in  all  parts  thereabouts  that  yor 
petnr  came  to  take  away  their  Marshes  joyning  therein  with  one  Colk  Rigby 
(a  nerson  altogether  unknown  to  your  petitioner)  and  other  calumnies 
thereby  to  alienate  ye  affections  of  the  people  from  your  petitioner  which 
they  well  knowing  the  man  and  his  frequent  practices  of  this  kind  would 
not  listen  to  but  freely  gave  their  votes  for  your  petitioner  and  seeing  his 
malicious  practices  frustrated  he  falls  to  defaming  of  yor  petn»'.  with 
personal  scandalous  aspersions  thereby  endeavouring  to  render  him 
uncapable. 

Yor  petitioner  therefore  humbly  prayeth  that  he  may  not 
suffer  by  those  malicious  practices  but  that  he  may  be 
admitted  to  vindicate  himself  by  his  Counsel  and  that 
witnesses  on  his  part  may  be  heard  before  any  thing  be 
resolved  to  his  prejudice. 

In  the  end  Mr.  George  Glapthorne  retained  his  seat. 

L.G. 

1213.— Inn  at  Upware. — Some  interesting  communica- 
tions appeared  in  Notes  and  Queries  in  1883,  in  answer  to  a 
query  as  to  the  place  referred  to  in  an  extract  that  was  given 
from  a daily  paper,  “ On  a solitary  hotel  by  the  river  side  in 
the  Cambridgeshire  fens  one  reads  in  large  letters  above  the 
door,  ‘ Five  miles  from  anywhere,  no  hurry  ! ’ ” 

The  place  is  Upware,  a hamlet  in  Wicken  Fen,  “if  an  inn, 
a farmhouse,  a windmill,  and  a ferry  can  be  held  to  constitute 
a hamlet.”  It  is  situated  at  the  point  where  Burwell  Lode 
joins  the  Cam.  Upware  and  its  inn  are  well  known  to  all 
Cambridge  boating  men  and  the  name  will  be  in  the  memory 
of  those  who  study  daily  the  accounts  of  the  practices  of  the 
University  crew  before  the  boat-race.  There  was  no  name  to 
the  inn,  until  the  landlord,  one  Tom  Appleby,  had  the  place 
renovated,  about  1850.  How  the  name  was  given  can  be  best 
described  in  the  words  of  one  who  was  behind  the  scenes. 

It  happened  that  there  existed  in  those  days  two  societies  among  the 
Cambridge  undergrads,  one  of  which  was  called  “ The  Society  of  Idiots,” 
and  the  other  “The  Honourable  Company  of  Beersoakers.”  I do  not 
remember  which  was  the  elder  of  the  two,  but  one  was  an  offshoot  of  the 
other,  and  many  members  were  common  to  both.  These  confraternities 
generally  engaged  “ the  inn  at  Upware  ” for  the  Easter  vacation,  and  high 
jinks  were  held  during  the  whole  time.  Sparring,  wrestling,  leapfrog 
through  the  river,  skittles,  singlestick,  and  other  games,  many  of  them  in- 
vented for  the  occasion,  occupied  the  day  ; and  a fine  idiotic  character  was 
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imparted  to  the  proceedings  by  a rule  which  forbade  any  member  of  the 
society  to  say  what  he  meant  under  pain  of  forfeiting  a quart  of  ale.  In 
the  evenings  the  whole  country-side  assembled  at  the  inn,  and  from  the 
lips  of  East  Anglian  successors  of  the  old  minstrels  and  jongleurs  I have 
heard  there  songs  which  carried  one  back  into  the  Middle  Ages ; ballads  of 
the  Blind  Beggar’s  Daughter  of  Bethnal  Green,  and  the  adventures  of  Eobin 
Hood  and  Little  John  ; songs  of  “ A bunch  of  may  ” and  “A  jug  of  this  1 ” 
and  one  marvellous  ditty  about  a huge  pie  into  which,  when  opened,  ninety 
men  fell  and  were  drowned,  “which  took  away  their  appetite.”  Eevels  of 
this  kind  cried  aloud  for  a master,  and  the  need,  as  usual,  evoked  the  man. 
We  had  among  us  an  undergraduate — one  K.  R.  Fielder,  I think,  of  John’s* — 
the  best  of  good  fellows,  whose  admirable  vein  of  idiocy  amounted  to  real 
genius  in  that  direction,  and  we  unanimously  crowned  him  “King  of 
Upware,”  with  despotic  power  over  his  willing  subjects.  To  him  naturally 
the  landlord  presented  his  petition  when  in  want  of  a sign  for  his  renovated 
hostel,  and  his  majesty,  after  due  consideration,  solemnly  decreed  that  the 
inn  should  thereafter  for  ever  be  known  as  the  “ Five  Miles  from 
Anywhere.”  The  name  does  not  express  a precise  topographical  verity, 
for  the  hamletf  of  Wicken  lies  within  three  miles ; but  it  conveys  a truth 
beyond  and  above  mere  local  and  concrete  accuracy.  It  may  be  said,  with 
perfect  and  literal  regard  for  fact,  that  if  there  be  on  the  face  of  this  planet 
a single  hostel  of  which  more  than  of  any  other  it  can  be  predicated  that 
it  is  five  miles  from  anywhere,  it  is  this  inn  in  the  Cambridgeshire  fens. 

The  correspondent  who  furnished  the  above  signs,  An  Old 
Idiot”;  and  we  may  therefore  conclude  that  he  had  “been 
himself  a part  of  what  he  told.”  Though  he  speaks  of  one 
member  being  appointed  King,  it  seems  afterwards  the  company 
of  “undergraduates,  fond  of  fishing  and  solitude,”  formed  a 
republic,  wibh  consuls,  and  an  sedile  (the  landlord),  which 
flourished  for  twenty  years.  Membership  must  have  continued 
after  taking  degrees  ; for  one  member,  whose  name  is  given, 
graduated  in  1818. 

One  of  Appleby’s  songs  was  called  “Ground  for  the  Flure,” 
though  what  this  means  does  not  appear.  The  first  words 
are : — 

I have  lived  in  the  fens  for  a many  long  years, 

With  my  dog  and  my  gun  to  drive  away  cares. 

In  a neat  little  cottage,  and  the  roof  it  is  secure. 

And  look  where  you  will,  you’ll  find  ground  for  the  fiure. 

(Chorus.)  Ground  for  the  flu-ure,  ground  for  the  flu-ure. 

A view  of  this  inn  forms  one  of  the  illustrations  to  an  article 
“ In  the  Fens  ” that  appeared  in  the  second  number  of  The 
English  Illustrated  Magazine.  The  engraving  is  from  a draw- 
ing by  E.  W.  Machell,  A.E.A.,  and  is  called  “Crossing  the 
Ferry.”  Ed. 

* A subsequent  correspondent  says  he  was  of  Jesus  College.  t i-  e.,  village. 
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121 4. -Wingfield  Family. — The  following  pedigree  is 
derived  from  Chancery  Proceedings  after  1714  : Dale  v.  Fenn, 
2,579;  Dale  v.  Buswell,  2,726  and  2,740;  and  from  Close 
Eolls,  George  I.,  year  9,  pt.  23. 

All  these  were  actions  brought  by  Anne  Dale  in  order  to 
recover  property  to  which  she  conceived  herself  to  be  entitled 
under  the  wills  of  her  father,  Francis  Wingfield,  her  brother, 
Anthony  Wingfield,  and  her  first  husband,  John  Cock. 

Francis  Wingfield  had  considerable  real  estate  in  Lincoln- 
shire, of  which  the  bulk  seems  to  have  lain  at  Donington.  He 
had  children  by  “several  wives.”  Anne  was  his  youngest 
child,  being  born  soon  after  her  father’s  death,  which  is  stated 
to  have  taken  place  shortly  after  he  had  made  his  will,  dated 
March  3,  1663.  His  eldest  son,  Beverley,  inherited  his  real 
estate  in  Lines.,  and  died  apparently  sine  prole  before  1708, 
leaving  his  land  to  his  brother  Anthony,  who,  in  a deed  of  1695, 
is  described  as  of  South  Luffenham,  Eutland.  He  owned,  having 
perhaps  inherited  it  from  his  brother,  the  advowson  of  Croyland 
Abbey.  Anthony  made  his  will,  dated  Aug.,  1708,  and  died 
Sept.  1,  1712,  apparently  sine  prole. 

Anne  married  a painter,  John  Cock,  of  Dean  Street,  Soho. 
The  marriage  settlement  is  dated  Nov.  7,  1695.  He  was  the 
son  of  Christopher  Cock,  of  St.  Martin’s-in-the-Fields,  Citizen 
and  Turner,  by  his  wife  Elizabeth.  John  Cock  seems  to  have 
flourished  as  a painter,  and  to  have  left  a considerable  estate 
according  to  his  wife’s  account.  His  estate  included  a fourth 
share  in  certain  cartoons  from  the  Hampton  Court  pictures. 
This  fourth  share  fetched  £150  at  his  death,  which  took  place 
between  May  9,  1713,  the  date  of  his  will,  and  Jan.  25,  1717, 
by  which  time  his  widow  was  re-married  to  John  Dale.  In  a 
suit  brought  in  the  year  1717,  Anne  says  she  had  lately 
married  John  Dale;  while  in  another  suit,  brought  in  the  same 
year,  she  says  that  she  had  not  brought  her  action  before 
because  she  had  been  either  a minor  or  under  coverture  all 
her  life,  with  the  exception  of  about  three  months.  This  looks 
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as  though  she  had  re-married  some  three  months  after  the 
death  of  John  Cock.  By  John  Cock  she  had  three  daughters  : 
Lucy,  described  as  of  Harleston,  Lines.,  in  1721  ; Elizabeth, 
described  as  the  wife  of  William  Metcalfe,  of  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  in  the  same  year  ; and  Anne.  Elizabeth  was  under  21 
in  1717,  while  Anne  was  aged  15  in  Nov.,  1721.  John  Dale 
was  dead  by  Nov.,  1721,  in  which  year  Anne  Dale  describes 
herself  as  a widow  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  An  administra- 
tion of  his  effects  was  granted  to  his  widow  in  February,  1721-2 
(P.C.C.),  he  having  died  intestate.  Her  will  is  not  in  the 
P.C.C.,  nor  at  Durham.  Thus  we  get  the  following  pedigree : — 


Francis  Wingfield  = several  times, 
of  Bonington,  Lines., 
dec.  soon  after  March  3. 


1663. 


I I 

Beverley,  Anthony, 

dec.  by  1708,  dec.  Sept.  1, 

appar.  S.P.  1712, 

S.P. 

of  South  LufiEenham, 
Eutland. 


*Anne,  Other  children, 

b.  after  older  than  Anne. 

March  3, 

1663. 


Christopher  Cock  = Elizabeth  

alive  in  1696.  | alive  in  1696. 

John  = *Anne  Wingfield  = (2)  John  Dale  of 

son  and  heir,  ” 

married  Nov.  1696, 
d.  between  May,  1713, 
and  Jan.,  1717, 

prob.  in  1716. 


Kingston-upon-  i names, 
d.  by  Nov.  1721. 


Lucy 

alive  1721, 
appar.  of  age 
by  that  year. 


Elizabeth  = Wm.  Metcalf,  Anne, 

under  21  of  Newcastle- on-Tyne.  b.  1706. 

in  1717, 

married  between 
Jan.,  1717,  and 
Nov.,  1721. 


T.  C.  Dale. 


1215.— May  Day  Garland  Song.— The  following  is  the 
principal  Peterborough  May  Day  Song,  sung  by  the  children 
when  carrying  the  garlands  round  the  city,  and  the  tune  was 
copied  from  a group  of  children  who  appeared  to  know  the 
best  version  and  sang  the  tune  most  correctly. 
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Good  morrow,  Lords  and  Ladies ! It  is  the  first  of  May, 
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We  hope  you’ll  view  our  garlands.  They  are  so  bright  and  gay. 
Chorus. 


II. 

This  bunch  of  May  it  looks  so  gay, 

Before  your  door  it  stands ; 

It  is  but  a sprout,  but  its  well  spread  out 
By  the  work  of  our  Lord’s  hands. 

Chorus — To  the  greenwoods,  &c. 

III. 

The  cuckoo  sings  in  April, 

The  cuckoo  sings  in  May, 

The  cuckoo  sings  in  June; 

In  July  she  flies  away. 

Chorus — To  the  greenwoods,  &c. 

IV. 

I’m  very  glad  that  Spring  has  come. 

The  sun  shines  out  so  bright, 

The  little  birds  upon  the  trees. 

Are  singing  for  delight. 

Chorus — To  the  greenwoods,  &c. 

V. 

The  roads  are  very  dusty. 

Our  shoes  are  very  thin. 

We  have  a little  money  box. 

To  put  our  money  in. 

Chorus — To  the  greenwoods,  &c. 

Some  children,  instead  of  repeating  the  word  Go  in  the 
chorus,  sung  Go  heigh,  oh,  or  Go — o — o,  but  I believe  the  go, 
go,  go,  is  the  correct  version,  as  the  words  were  repeated  in 
the  Spinning  song  on  St.  Kattern’s  Day. 


Chaeles  Dack. 
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1 21 6.— Car  Dike  (1189). — By  permission  of  Mrs.  Babington 
we  are  enabled  to  give  the  views  of  the  late  Professor 
Babington  upon  the  extension  of  this  canal  towards  the  south. 
He  has  an  account  of  ‘‘The  Car  Dyke  ” (so  he  always  spells 
it)  in  his  Ancient  Cambridgeshire.  From  the  nature  of  his 
subject  he  does  not  discuss  the  character  of  the  canal  to  the 
north  of  Peterborough,  but  contents  himself  with  considering 
the  question  of  its  extension  further  south  ; the  opinion  that  it 
did  so  having  been  stoutly  maintained  by  the  antiquary 
Stukely.  His  derivation  of  the  name  from  Garausius  has  been 
previously  mentioned  (Art.  1181)  ; but  then  Stukeley  was 
inaccessible  to  argument  in  the  subject  of  Garausius.  “It 
seems  highly  probable  ” says  the  Professor  “ that  there  was  a 
navigable  cut  through  the  district  forming  the  edge  of  the  fens, 
and  one  of  the  courses  laid  down  by  Stukeley  may  very  likely 
belong  to  it.”  Stukeley  himself  ultimately  abandoned  one  of 
these  alternative  routes  : and  the  account  in  Ancient  Cambridge- 
shire thus  proceeds  to  describe  the  one  he  preferred. 

He  [Stukeley]  says,  “ just  below  Cambridge  the  artificial  cut  opens 
into  the  river,  runs  along  the  side  of  it,  taking  the  benefit  of  higher  water, 
for  half  a mile”  {Car.  199) ; and  it  may  be  presumed,  therefore,  that  he 
supposed  it  to  commence  near  Milton.  “ A little  above  Waterbeche,”  as  he 
says  in  another  place  {Paleog.  ii,,  38),  “begins  our  famous  Car  Dylte. 
The  bed  of  this  artificial  cut  is  very  plain  from  hence,  quite  across  the  fen, 
through  Cottenham  parish,  until  it  enters  the  Old  Ouse,”  Along  this 
river  it  passed  to  Earith.  He  then  continues  it  “ by  Eamsey  to  Suard’s 
Dyke ; . . . then  the  boats  passed  by  Benwick,  where  Koman  coins  have 
been  fonnd  ; so  by  Whittlesey  Mere,  or  some  cut  by  the  side  of  it,  to 
Horsey  Bridge,  where  Roman  coins  too  are  found,  and  so  to  Peterborough 
river  ” {Paleog.  ii. , 38).  By  this  he  probably  means,  that  from  Earith  it  followed 
the  West  Water  to  Benwick,  near  Ramsey  Mere,  but  in  Cambridgeshire  . . . 

. . . Near  Waterbeche  the  channel  of  the  supposed  Car  Dyhe  is  still  very 
apparent,  and,  after  leaving  the  fenny  land  by  the  Cam,  consists  of  an 
enormously  broad  and  deep  artificial  cut  having  not  the  least  resemblance 
to  a natural  watercourse.  It  seems  undoubtedly  to  be  a very  ancient  and 
magnificent  work.  It  is  called  by  the  people  the  Old  Tillage  or  Tmilade. 
Now  to  troilade  means  in  some  local  districts  to  “ load,  unload,  then  return 
for  a second  and  take  up  the  first  load  ” ( HalliwelVs  Dictionary ) ; just  as 
is  done  at  what  is  called  a Portage  in  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Territory.  Can 
this  have  been  a portage  between  the  Cam  and  waters  to  the  east  of 
Cottenham  (in  what  is  called  Cottenham  Common  on  the  Ordnance  Map) 
where  there  is  a large  channel  even  now  extending  from  Goose  Farm  to 
Lockspit  Hall  on  the  banks  of  the  Old  Ouse  or  West  Water?  Stukeley 
says  that  it  “ runs  by  Chare  Fen  in  the  parish  of  Cottenham  ....  and 
passes  into  the  present  river  called  the  Old  Ouse,  going  to  the  great 
wooden  bridge  upon  Audrey  causeway,  whence  it  goes  along  the  present 
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channel  of  the  river  westwards  to  Earith  ” (C'ar.  i.  133) ; but  I cannot  find 
the  position  of  Chare  Fen.  It  is  not  marked  on  Wall’s  map  or  noticed 
in  his  book, 

Stukeley  further  traces  the  course  of  the  canal  from  Earith 
to  Ben  wick,  and  then  by  the  Old  Nen  or  Whittlesey  Dyke  to 
Peterborough. 

Professor  Babington  does  not  give  a definite  pronouncement 
as  to  this  theory  ; but  he  evidently  inclines  favourably  to  it  ; 
and  in  the  map  at  the  end  of  his  book  the  name  Car  DyJce  is 
given  to  the  branch  of  the  Old  Ouse  between  Chatteris  and 
Somersham.  In  conclusion  he  says  : — 

I must  now  leave  my  readers  to  form  their  opinion  concerning  the 
probability  of  these  very  ancient  cuts  being  part  of  a great  plan  of  the 
Romans  in  continuation  southward  of  the  Car  Dyhe.  It  seems  impossible 
that  the  Saxons  can  have  made  them  at  so  early  a period  as  that  at  which 
one  part  of  them  at  least  is  shown  to  have  existed ; and  the  traditional 
name  of  King’s  Delph,  in  conjunction  with  King's  Street  to  the  north, 
may  add  weight  to  the  supposition  of  both  being  of  Roman  origin ; and 
we  have  already  seen  that  many  Roman  antiquities  have  been  found  near 
the  line  of  this  supposed  canal,  as  in  Cottenham  Parish,  near  Haddenham 
and  at  Earith. 

1217.— A Whittlesey  Bishop. — I cannot  find  in  Fenland 
Notes  and  Queries  any  mention  of  Bishop  Speechly  : and  I 
think  there  should  be  in  its  pages  some  notice  of  one  who  was 
a native  of  the  Fens,  and  who  did  excellent  work  in  the 
mission  field  both  before  and  after  he  became  a bishop. 

John  Martindale  Speechly  was  born  at  Whittlesey  in  1836, 
being  son  of  Mr.  T.  K.  Speechly.  From  Oundle  School  he 
went  to  S.  John’s  College,  Cambridge,  where  he  graduated  in 
1859.  His  only  curacy  before  he  went  to  India  seems  to  have 
been  at  Peterborough.  On  S.  James’  Day,  1879,  he  was 
consecrated  in  S.  Paul’s  Cathedral  to  be  first  Bishop  of 
Travancore  and  Cochin.  He  resigned  his  see  in  1889  ; and 
after  his  return  to  England  he  gave  assistance  to  the  Bishops 
of  Truro  and  Dover.  In  1892  Archbishop  Benson  presented 
him  to  the  Vicarage  of  Hernhill,  in  Kent.  He  died  20  Jan., 
1898,  and  was  buried  at  Whittlesey  ; the  inhabitants  shewing 
every  evidence  of  sympathy  and  regret. 


28 


Fbnland  Notes  and  Queries. 


The  family  have  long  been  residents  of  Whittlesey.  The 
name  occurs  many  times  in  the  registers,  as  may  be  seen  in 
the  extracts  given  in  our  fifth  volume.  The  Bishop’s  brother, 
Thomas  Speechly,  who  died  in  1889,  was  the  well-known 
Kegistrar  of  the  City  of  London  Court.  The  organist  of 
Peterborough  Cathedral,  forty  years  ago,  had  the  same 
surname  ; but  whether  a relation  or  not  I do  not  know.  Soon 
after  the  Bishop’s  consecration  the  University  of  Cambridge 
conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  D.D. 

G.  Talbot. 

1218. — John  Yyllers,  Prisoner.— The  following  is  given 
by  Bishop  Kennett  in  his  interleaved  copy  of  Gunton  now 
in  Peterborough  Cathedral  Library.  It  is  stated  by  him  to 
have  been  copied  from  the  original  manuscript  of  the  Council 
Book  of  Queen  Mary. 

“ 1554.  2.  Mary. 

“At  St  James  the  viii  of  April  1554  A Letter  to  S’’  Thomas 
Cave  Shirife  of  Northamptonshire  to  deliver  unto  Sir  Thomas 
Tresham  the  body  of  one  John  Vyllers  presently  remayninge  a 
Prisoner  at  Peterborough  to  be  by  him  safely  conveyed  from 
thence  hither  unto  the  Lords  of  the  counseill  or  by  some  such 
other  as  he  shall  appointe  for  that  purpose.” 

121 9.  -An  old  Book  of  Prophecies. — Another  extract 
from  the  same  Council  Book  is  this  : — 

“At  St  James  the  hi  of  Maye  1554.  A Letter  to  the  Bishop 
of  Peterborough  as  well  to  examine  one  of  the  Canons  of  his 
Churche  towchinge  the  gevyng  abrode  prophesies  out  of  an 
olde  boke  that  shuld  be  there,  abusing  thereby  the  simple  heads 
of  the  Quenes  Highness  subjects  as  allso  for  avoydinge  the  like 
inconvenience  hereafter  to  suppress  the  same  boke  (if  any  such 
be)  and  having  punished  the  partye  by  his  discretion  to 
advertise  the  Lords  of  his  hole  doings  in  th’examination  of  the 
matter.” 


Landscape  of  the  Fens. 
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1220.— Landscape  of  the  Fens. — Could  the  England  of 
1600  be  summoned  up  before  our  eyes  we  should  fail  to 
recognize  our  native  fields.  Then  the  uplands  were  uninclosed 
and  the  farms  lay  together  in  one  domain  as  wide  as  the  parish. 
Now  how  changed  ! Every  farm  is  set  out  into  forty  fenced 
inclosures,  for  the  most  part  fringed  with  lofty  elms.  There 
the  tourist’s  view  is  bounded  by  the  next  hedgerow  ; but 
throughout  the  Great  Level  the  eye  may  still  rove  over  her  vast 
expanse  and  ample  heaven.  In  the  deep  peat  no  timber  can 
firmly  root,  and  thereon  no  solid  structure  can  stand.  So  it 
happens  that,  from  Norman  Cross  the  joyless  gray  of  fen- 
landscape,  with  its  mist  blurring  every  feature,  still  troubles 
the  eye.  In  that  home  of  the  outlaw  the  rush  grounds,  skirts, 
droveways,  out-rings,  and  mill-drains  are  all  of  a colour.  It 
lies  at  one’s  feet  like  a silent  land  of  the  departed,  as  dull  as  a 
great  thaw.  None  may  live  there  in  fantasy.  Yet  to  those 
who  tread  those  flats  at  sunrise  or  at  sunset  they  have  a beauty 
all  their  own — glorious  in  colours,  and  as  boundless  as  at  sea  ; 
and  under  foot  the  yellow  flag,  the  flowering  rush,  and  many 
a gem  beside  the  drain — scenery  now  made  familiar  to  the 
Londoner  by  the  fen  artist,^  but  the  fenland  does  not  yet  claim 
a historian.  Few  would  buy  his  book.  The  complaint  of 
Michael  Drayton  prefaced  to  his  Poly-olbion  in  1612  still 
holds  the  topographer  at  a distance.  ‘ ‘ I was  promised  comfort 

from  this  poem  with  all  the  delicacies,  delights,  and  rarities 
of  this  renowned  Isle,  but  it  hath  fallen  out  otherwise.  I have 
met  with  barbarous  ignorance  and  base  detractors,  such  a cloud 
hath  the  devil  drawn  over  the  world’s  judgment.”! 

Once  upon  a time,  when  the  shining  meres  slumbered  in 
their  haze,  and  reed  ronds  waved  amid  a hundred  mills  which 
swung  their  creaky  vans,  and  loomed  like  giants  in  the  dim 
land  of  mist  and  driving  rain,  the  landscape  varied,  but  now 

^ By  Mr.  E.  W.  Fraser,  whom  we  have  to  regret. 

t The  Poly-olbion,  in  32  books,  is  described  as  a topo-chrono-graphical  poem.  It  is 
a work  of  prodigious  labour,  and  has  many  fine  passages,  but  loaded  with  details  which 
weary  the  reader. 
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the  sparse  pumps  hardly  rise  above  the  crops.  A champion 
of  the  flat-earth  theory  might  here  be  convinced  of  his  error. 
On  the  Ouse,  from  the  high  and  giddy  mast,  the  ship-boy,  as  on 
the  ocean,  can  greet  the  distant  sails  as  they  rise  above  the 
horizon  and  know  the  earth  is  round  ; but  a craze  is  not  easily 
stifled.  In  1871  a Mr.  John  Hampden,  by  advertisement, 
offered  to  wager  £500  in  support  of  the  theory  of  the  flatness 
of  the  earth,  and  “an  eminent  man  of  science  ” taking  up  the 
bet  as  a dead  certainty,  £1,000  were  deposited  with  the  Editor 
of  The  Field  to  abide  his  award  if  the  referees  disagreed.*  It 
was  agreed  to  decide  the  dispute  by  the  result  of  an  ocular 
experiment  on  the  Ouse  between  Salter’s  Lode  and  Maudlin- 
bridges,  where  there  is  a straight  stretch  of  still  water,  which 
neither  way  inclines,  six  miles  long.  Six  discs  were  fixed  at 
equal  heights  from  the  surface  of  the  water  and  one  mile  apart, 
“ the  man  of  science  ” undertaking  to  show  that  they  did  not 
range  in  a straight  line,  as  asserted  by  Mr.  Hampden,  but  that 
they  showed  a curve  corresponding  to  the  rotundity  of  the 
earth.  The  referees  failed  to  agree,  but  the  umpire,  with  a 
professor  of  optics,  sailing  along  the  Ouse,  and  finding  how 
the  discs  rose  one  after  another,  gradually  breaking  on  the 
sight,  decided  in  favour  of  the  round-earth  theory.  The  fens 
look  flat ; the  soft  footing  of  their  droves  affords  a toilsome 
track  to  the  wayfarer,  who,  though  he  may  between  the  com- 
ing and  going  of  the  mist  here  and  there,  catch  glimpses  of  a 
tall  spire  or  the  broken  stone  of  an  abbey  blazed  with  the 
falling  sun,  looks  back  when  the  light  thickens  with  a shudder 
on  the  darkening  fen  which  lies  stretched  below  like  a vast 
gulf  whither  the  splendour  of  the  day  is  swallowed  up  and  lost. 

L.  G. 

1221.— The  Two  Bostons. — A capital  article  under  this 
heading  appeared  in  The  Standard  newspaper  of  22  Sep., 
1880.  It  gave  an  excellent  account  of  the  relationship  between 


Hampden  v.  Wallace— TAe  Field,  July  15,  1871. 
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the  Boston  of  Lincolnshire  and  the  Boston  of  Massachusetts. 
The  article  was  suggested  by  the  fact  that  the  American 
Boston  had  just  been  celebrating  its  two  hundred  and  fiftieth 
birthday,  when  old  Boston,  in  England,  had  “been  ringing 
St.  Botolph’s  bell  in  honour  of  the  event.” 

Although  the  connection  between  the  two  Bostons  is  indis- 
putable, the  writer  feels  bound  to  say  that  some  of  the  details 
of  this  connection,  as  traditionally  mentioned,  will  not  bear 
the  test  of  strict  historical  investigation.  While  the  American 
town  has  “grown  great,  rich,  and  famous,”  the  old  town  in 
the  mother  country,  instead  of  progressing  to  any  appreciable 
extent,  “has  certainly  fallen  from  the  high  estate  it  once 
occupied  among  the  English  ports.” 

Yet  the  town  by  the  Witham  is  not  jealous,  but  rather  proud  of  the 
great  city  on  the  Charles  Eiver,  and  is,  indeed,  fond  of  claiming  a relation- 
ship with  its  Transatlantic  namesake  which  history  will  scarcely  allow  to 
be  otherwise  than  mythical.  New  Boston  was  certainly  named  in  memory 
of  old  Boston,  for  in  the  far-off  days  of  the  first  Charles  the  “gentlemen 
adventurers”  who  “settled  his  Majesty’s  Plantation  in  North  America” 
were  the  most  loyal  of  Englishmen,  and  dotted  the  wild  wastes  of  the  New 
World  with  towns  and  villages,  counties  and  provinces,  bearing  the  loved 
names  of  the  land  they  had  left,  or  the  titles  of  Princes  who,  in  the  matter 
of  faith,  had  treated  some  of  them  rather  scurvily.  But  that  the  new 
town  which  Governor  Winthrop  and  his  stout-hearted  compatriots  founded 
on  the  bleak  New  England  headland  was  named  in  honour  of  the  Kev. 
John  Cotton,  vicar  of  St.  Botolph’s,  in  Boston,  is  one  of  those  persistent 
historical  errors  which  the  good  folks  of  Lincolnshire  are  very  unwilling  to 
renounce.  In  reality,  the  story  is  entirely  erroneous. 

John  Winthrop  landed  on  17  June,  1630.  The  Pilgrim 
Fathers  had  arrived  ten  years  previously.  Winthrop  found 
that  ‘ ‘ a crusty  old  parson,  with  the  habits  of  a porcupine  and 
the  temper  of  one,”  had  already  formed  a little  settlement  on 
one  of  the  slopes  of  the  Central  Hill,  to  which  was  given  the 
name  of  Tremountaine  or  Tremont.  This  worthy  was  the 
Eev.  William  Blaxton,  who  got  on  so  badly  with  his  fellows 
that  in  course  of  a very  few  years,  in  1634,  he  “sold  out  to 
the  new  comers,”  moved  away,  and  “disappears  from  the 
pages  of  history.” 

But  before  this  time,  namely  on  17  Sep.,  1630,  the  old 
name  Tremont  was  discontinued,  and  the  rising  town  was 
named  Boston.  This  date  is  accordingly  taken  as  that  of  the 
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foundation  of  the  city.  Now  Cotton  did  not  arrive  till 
September,  1633,  and  consequently  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  naming  of  the  place.  Nor  was  he  the  first  pastor.  In 
Winthrop’s  company  had  come  the  Rev.  John  Wilson,  of 
Sudbury,  who  was  thus  senior  to  Cotton. 

In  reality,  the  place  was  called  Boston  simply  because  the  principal 
settlers  were  from  that  town  and  neighbourhood.  Isaac  Johnson,  one  of 
the  foremost  in  the  enterprise,  was  married  to  a daughter  of  the  Earl  of 
Lincoln,  and  the  leader  of  the  adventure  sailed  in  a vessel  bearing  her 
name.  Johnson  was  a Boston  man  ; Atherton  Hough,  another  of  the 
promoters,  had  been  Mayor  of  the  borough ; and  Thomas  Leverett,  “ ruling 
elder  ” of  the  new  church,  had  been  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  old  town. 
Still  there  has,  most  properly,  been  a generous  exchange  of  courtesies 
between  the  two  towns,  which  has  never  been  the  case  between  New 
York  and  old  York,  between  New  Jersey  and  old  Jersey,  or  between  New 
Hampshire  and  old  Hampshire.  Lincolnshire  Boston  some  years  ago  sent 
to  Massachusetts  Boston  a copy  of  the  charter  granted  it  by  Henry  VIII., 
framed  in  wood  from  St.  Botolph’s  Church;  and  in  return  some  Americans, 
headed  by  Edward  Everett,  then  United  States  Minister  to  the  Court  of 
St.  James,  restored  one  of  the  chapels  of  the  old  church  where  Cotton  had 
so  often  preached,  and  at  the  same  time  erected  a tablet  to  his  memory. 

As  might  be  expected  from  the  occasion  which  called  forth 
the  article  from  which  we  have  been  quoting,  the  greater  part 
of  it  is  taken  up  with  praise  of  the  American  Boston.  It 
“seems  scarcely  ever  to  have  known  what  stagnation  is.” 
In  1764  the  population  was  under  16,000:  in  1870  it  had 
increased  to  a quarter  of  a million.  No  city  in  the  Union  is 
“more  refined,  literary,  or  free  from  narrow  Yankee  prejudices, 
and  there  is  none  in  which  the  foreigner,  and  especially  the 
cultured  Englishman,  can  feel  himself  more  at  home.” 

1222.— Gild  of  the  B.Y.M.  at  Peterborough. — In  the 

Register  of  Bishop  Bourchier  of  Ely,  under  date  28  Mar., 
1449,  is  record  of  an  Indulgence  of  forty  days  to  the  main- 
tainers  of  the  Repairs  and  Ornaments  of  the  Chapel  of  the 
Assumption  of  Our  Lady  in  the  Parish  Church  of  Peterburgh, 
in  the  diocese  of  Lincoln,  and  to  the  finding  of  a Chaplain  to 
officiate  in  it,  which  some  of  the  Parishioners  constituting  a 
Fraternity  in  Honour  of  Our  Lady  there  had  entered  into. 
Granted  at  Holbourne  ; that  is,  at  the  Bishop’s  Palace  in  Ely 
Place.  These  particulars  are  given  in  the  Add  MSS.,  Brit. 
Mus.,  5826.  Ed. 
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On  British  Stone  Circles.  By  Ediuarcl  Milles  Nelson, 
(Robert  Atkinson,  Ltd.,  London,  1907). — This  pamphlet  will  be  of  great 
interest  to  all  antiquaries,  and  especially  to  those  whose  studies  have  been 
directed  to  the  special  subject  of  which  it  treats.  It  has  not,  however,  as 
would  be  expected,  any  references  to  the  Fenland  district.  The  calculations 
made  by  the  author,  and  his  careful  and  exact  measurements,  will  be  of 
great  value  to  students  who  may  endeavour  to  discover  the  origin  and 
purpose  of  those  strange  stone  circles.  That  they  had  a religious  origin  is 
hardly  doubted.  The  author  connects  them  with  the  worship  of  the  Sun 
God,  derived  from  the  Egyptians,  Phcenicians,  and  others,  and  maintains 
that  the  Druids,  though  they  undoubtedly  made  use  of  them,  were  not  the 
builders.  It  will  be  a surprise  to  some  readers  to  find  a new  interpretation 
of  “the  number  of  the  beast,”  b6b.  in  Rev.  xiii.  18. 

A set  of  pictorial  post-cards  called  the  “Fen  Series  ” is  being 
issued,  and  can  be  obtained  from  the  Rev.  C.  D.  Kingdon,  Vicar  of 
Prickwillow,  Ely.  In  one  of  them  there  is  a view  of  a Fen  House  on 
Piles,  which  certainly  presents  a most  dreary  and  forlorn  appearance. 
Prickwillow  Church  itself  is  said  to  be  the  only  church  in  England  on  Piles. 
Another  card  shews  the  operations  of  “ Dyking”  and  “ Claying.” 

The  last  catalogue  issued  by  Goodspeed,  of  Boston,  U.S.A, 
(January,  1907),  is  one  of  Engravings,  Lithographs,  Etc.,  American  and 
Foreign.  Under  the  latter  heading  English  Portraits  and  Engravings  are 
included.  It  contains  a considerable  number  of  illustrations.  Those  of 
our  Boston  readers  who  like  to  follow  the  history  of  their  daughter  in 
Massachusetts  will  find  many  pictures  and  engravings  of  the  greatest 
interest.  There  is  one  (an  illustration  is  given)  of  a rare  coloured  engraving 
by  Paul  Revere,  of  the  Boston  Massacre  in  1770 : but  its  price,  500  dollars, 
is  rather  deterrent. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  THE  PREFACE. 

The  territorial  criminal  jurisdiction  of  a Saxon  Abbot  which  has 
survived  the  Conquest  and  the  Reformation  is  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  the  magistrate,  the  lawyer,  and  the  layman.  The  records  of 
seven  centuries  are  available  to  illustrate  the  history  of  the  Monastery  of 
Peterborough,  the  administration  of  Justice  within  its  domain,  and  the 
condition  of  the  inhabitants.  The  Liberty  of  Peterborough  is  the  only 
county  franchise  which  excludes  the  authority  of  King  Edward  VIPs. 
Justices  of  Gaol  Delivery. 

It  is  to  explain  the  origin  of  the  authority  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Liberty  to  deliver  the  prisoners  in  its  gaol;  the  royal  charters  from  which 
that  authority  springs;  and  the  King’s  commissions,  by  virtue  of  which  it 
is  now  exercised  that  a short  history  of  this  remarkable  jurisdiction  is 
published. 
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Queue  Katherine  Dowager  first  wyffe  to 
Kinge  Henry  y®  Eight  who  died  in  Kymoiton  castle 
11,  of  Januarij  1535  and  was  buried  at  Peterburgh  in 
com  Northampt.  29,  of  Januarii  1535. 


From  a MS.  volume  of  Heraldic  Notes  collected  by  Nicholas  Charles,  Lancaster  Herald,  1610. 


Burial  op  Catherine  of  Areagon,  Queen  op  England.  33 


1223— Burial  of  Catherine  of  Arragon,  Queen  of 
England. — After  the  death  of  Prince  Arthur,  in  1501,  both 
Henry  VII.  and  King  Ferdinand  disclaimed  responsibility  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  Princess  Catherine.  Her  marriage 
with  Prince  Henry  depended  on  the  result  of  diplomatic  skill, 
which  was  prolonged  till  the  death  of  the  King.  She  was 
married  to  Henry  VIII.  in  1609,  and  crowned  with  him  in 
Westminster  Abbey.  The  Act  which  prohibited  appeals  in 
ecclesiastical  causes  to  Eome,  and  the  Act  of  Succession, 
divorced  the  good  Queen  from  her  royal  dignities. 

After  1533,  she  was  called  Princess  Dowager,  and  a pro- 
clamation was  published  forbidding  all  manner  of  persons 
from  speaking  of  her  as  Queen.  She  was  removed  from 
Hatfield  to  Bugden,  near  Huntingdon,  and  lodged  in  the 
Palace  of  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  where  one  room  served  for 
her  parlour,  kitchen,  and  bedchamber.  Her  servants  were 
removed,  and  spies  surrounded  her  in  order  to  prevent  com- 
munication with  the  Queen’s  nephew,  the  Emperor  Charles  V. 
Thence  she  was  taken  to  Somersham,  near  Ely,  crown  land 
which  formed  part  of  her  jointure.  There  the  King’s  Com- 
missioners indicated  an  intention  to  remove  her  to  Fotheringhay 
Castle.  “Not  horses  with  ropes  should  drag  me  to  that 
spot.”  And  the  Queen  locked  herself  in  a room  and  resisted 
the  King’s  officers  till  Kimbolton  Castle^  was  chosen  for  her 
residence.  The  galling  indignities  to  which  she  was  subjected 
hastened  her  death.  She  had  one  comfort,  Maria  de  Salinas, 
Lady  Willoughby,  one  of  the  Spanish  ladies  who  came  with 
the  Queen  to  England,  gained  admission  by  a device  to  the 
Castle  and  the  royal  chamber,  and  affectionately  watched  over 
the  unhappy  Queen  to  her  last  hour,  on  January  7th, 
1536,  N.S. 

When  the  death  of  the  Queen  was  announced  to  the  King 
he  exclaimed  “God  be  praised.” 

Mandevilles.  The  Castle  manor  and  Soke  of  Kimbolton  were 
granted  by  Ric.  III.,  in  1484,  to  Thomas,  Lord  Stanley.  The  estate  was  forfeit  to  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham  in  1521.  Henry  VIII.  granted 
that  f Richard  Wingfield,  and  in  1620,  Sir  Henry  Montague  purchased  from 
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The  desirability  of  avoiding  offence  to  Charles  V.  induced 
the  Council  to  order  a stately  funeral.  It  was  solemnized  at 
Peterborough  on  27th  and  28th  of  January,  attended  by 
many  of  the  nobility.  The  following  letter  was  addressed  to 
the  chief  mourners 

Trusty  and  welbeloved  we  grete  you  well,  and  for  as  moche  as  it  hath 
pleased  almyghty  God  to  call  unto  his  mercye  out  of  this  vayne  and 
transytorye  life  the  right  noble  and  excellent  princess  our  sister  the  lady 
Katherin  widowe  and  dowgere  of  the  right  excellent  prince  our  deiest  and 
natural  brother  Prince  Arthur,  of  noble  and  famous  memorye  deceased 
And  that  we  entend  to  have  her  bodye  buryed  as  to  her  honor  and  estate 
aperteynethe,  at  thenterment  whereof  and  for  ceremonyes  to  be  done  at 
her  funeralls,  and  in  the  conveyance  of  the  corps  from  Kymbalton  to 
Peterborowe,  where  the  same  shall  be  buried  and  remayne,  it  is  requisite 
to  have  the  presence  of  a good  nomber  of  knyghts  and  gentlemen,  ye  shall  | 
understand  we  have  amongst  other  appoynted  you  to  be  there  present 
And  therefore  we  will  and  desyre  you  in  eny  wyse  to  put  your  self  in  a 
rediness  to  be  at  Kymbalton  afore  sayde  the  xxvi  of  this  monith  and  so 
atend  upon  the  sayd  corpse  tyll  the  same  shall  be  buried  and  all  the 
ceremonyes  of  thenterment  fynyshed  And  as  touching  your  mornings 
apparayle  for  your  selfe  and  your  servaunts  appoynted,  ye  shall  understand 
that  ye  sending  to  London  to  our  trusty  and  right  welbeloved  Counselor 
Sir  William  Pawlet  Knyght,  your  servaunt  with  returns  of  these  our 
letters  for  a sure  token  that  he  cometh  from  you  the  same  our  Counselor 
shall  se  the  same  delyvered  hym  accordingly. 

Given  under  our  signit  at  our  manor  of  Grenewiche  the  xi  day  of 
januarye.* 

The  illustration  of  the  banners,  which  hung  over  the  Queen’s 
grave  in  the  choir  of  Peterborough  Cathedral,  is  taken  from 
a MS.  volume  of  heraldic  notes  collected  by  Nicholas  Charles, 
Lancaster  herald,  in  1610.  L.G. 

1224.— The  Bailiffs  Daughter  of  Islington.— I have 
lately  been  reading  once  again  this  well-known  ballad.  It  is 
given  from  Percy’s  Beliques,  in  The  Ballad  Book  in  the  Golden 
Treasury  Series.  I have  long  been  under  the  impression  that 
the  Islington  of  the  ballad  is  not  the  London  district,  but  the 
village  of  the  name  near  Lynn.  I cannot  remember  where  I 
first  saw  this  suggested : but  I see,  in  the  version  above  referred 
to,  a note  says  “ Perhaps  ‘Islington  ’ in  Norfolk.” 

Is  there  any  way  in  which  the  matter  can  be  decided  ? I 
suppose  not.  Judging  by  the  ballad  itself  the  presumption 


Harley  MSS.  540, 


Wainfleet  and  Feiskney  Deed. 
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certainly  seems  to  be  in  favour  of  a place  much  more  distant 
from  London  than  a mile.  The  extreme  popularity  of  the 
ballad  is  doubtless  to  be  attributed  to  the  assumption  by  the 
general  public,  that  the  better  known  Islington  in  Middlesex 
! is  the  place  meant.  H.R.S. 

1 Thornbury,  in  Old  and  New  London,  has  a long  account  of 
I Islington  in  Middlesex,  but  he  never  refers  to  ‘ ‘ The  Bailiff’s 
I Daughter  which  looks  as  if  he  did  not  connect  her  with  the 
1 place  he  is  describing.  Ed. 

! 

I 

; 1225— Wainfleet  and  Friskney  Deed. — Among  the 

I documents  acquired  by  Mr.  Caster  from  the  Phillipps’  Col- 
i lection  is  one  which  presents  a fine  example  of  legal  verbiage. 

I The  deed  describing  the  lands  “more  at  large”  to  which 
I reference  is  made  is  not  forthcoming.  I cannot  find  any 
j place  called  Halton  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Wainfleet  and 
I Friskney  that  could  be  called  a town.  Perhaps  Halton 
! Holgate,  near  Spilsby,  is  the  place  meant.  If  so,  the  word 
I town  is  not  used  in  the  modern  sense,  as  the  entire  population 
j of  the  parish  of  Halton  Holgate  is  not  much  over  400. 

Noverint  universi  per  presentes  me  Johannem  Eichardson  de  Conysby 
in  Comitatu  Lincolnensi  mercatorem  stapule  lanarum  Anglie  teneri  et 
firmiter  obligari  Thome  Palframan  de  Lusby  in  dicto  Comitatu  eiusdem 
j stapule  mercatori  in  centum  libris  bone  et  legalis  monete  Anglie  solvendis 
eidem  thome  aut  suo  certo  attornato  heredibus  executoribus  sive  assignatis 
I suis  in  festo  Sancti  Michaelis  Archangeli  proximo  futuro  post  datum 
j presentium.  Ad  quam  quidem  solucionem  bene  et  fideliter  faciendum 
I oblige  me  heredes  executores  et  assignatos  meos  per  presentes  Sigillo  meo 
j sigillatos.  Datum  vigesimo  sexto  die  mensis  Martij  Anno  Domini  Mille"^® 
i quingente^o  sexage™®  tertio  Et  anno  regni  serenissime  Domine  nostre 
J Elizabethe,  Dei  gratia,  Anglie  Francie  et  Hibernie  regine  fidei  defensoris 
&c.  Quinto. 

By  me  John  Eichardson. 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  that  if  the  withinnamed 
Thomas  Palframan  and  his  heyers  do  at  all  tymes  hereafter,  have,  possesse 
and  enioye,  to  them  and  there  heyers  for  ever,  all  such  messuages,  landes, 
tenements,  medowes,  pastures,  closures,  commons,  fedinges,  and  other 
thappertenants,  set  lyinge  and  beinge,  in  the  townes  of  Halton,  Wanflet 
and  Fryskney  or  the  fields  or  territories  of  the  same,  as  the  said  Thomas 
Palframan  hath-  bowght  of  the  withinbounde  John  Eichardson,  as  by  a 
dede  beringe  the  date  of  these  presents  more  at  large  maye  and  doth 
appere,  without  any  let  or  hindraunce  of  the  said  John  Eichardson  his 
heyers  executors  or  assigns  or  any  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever  by 
his  or  there  meanes  or  procurement,  or  by  the  knowledge  or  procurement 
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of  eny  of  them.  And  also  if  the  withinbounde  John  Eichardson  or  his 
heyers  do  at  all  tymes  hereafter  duringe  the  space  of  fyve  yeres,  when  or  as 
often  as  he  or  they  shalbe  thereunto  reasonably  requyred  by  the  said 
Thomas  Palframan  his  heyers  or  assigns,  or  any  of  them,  make  or  suffer  to 
be  don  and  made,  all  and  every  suche  reasonable  act  and  actes  dede  and 
dedes  devise  and  devises  assurance  and  assurances,  that  any  tyme  or 
tymes  duringe  the  said  fyve  yeres  shalbe  reasonably  devised  or  advised  to  be 
don,  assured  knowledged,  or  made  by  the  councell  lemed  of  the  said 
Thomas  Palframan  his  heyers  or  assigns,  for  the  better  assurance  and  suar 
makinge  of  the  premisses  and  every  parte  and  parcel  thereof  to  be  made 
suar  to  the  said  Thomas  Palframan  his  heyers  and  assignes  for  ever. 
Whether  the  said  assurance  or  assurances  devise  or  devises  be  or  shalbe  by 
dede  or  dedes  with  warrantie,  sealed,  delyveryd  and  enrollyd,  fynes  to  be 
levyed,  recoveryes  to  be  had  or  otherwise  be  it  by  all  the  said  meanes  or 
wayes,  or  by  so  many  of  them,  or  by  as  many  other  wayes  and  meanes,  at 
the  proper  costes  and  chardges  in  the  lawe  of  the  said  Thomas  Palframan 
his  heyers  and  assignes  dischardged  at  the  tyme  of  the  makinge  of  the 
said  estate  and  assurance  of  the  premisses  in  forme  aforesaid,  of  all  former 
bergaynes,  sales,  ioynters,  dowryes,  rentes,  chardges,  annuyties,  all  manner 
of  statutes,  recognisances,  Judgementes,  condemnations,  executions,  and 
all  other  chardges  and  encombrances,  what  so  ever  they  be  had  made  or 
don  by  the  withinbounden  John  Richardson  his  heyers  or  assigns,  the 
rentes  and  services  hereafter  to  be  diewe  and  don  by  the  withinbounden 
John  Richardson  only  excepted  That  then  this  present  obligation  to  be 
voyde  determyned  and  of  none  effect,  or  else  to  stande  and  abyde  in  his 
full  strength  effect  power  and  vertue. 

The  remains  of  the  seal  display  a man  standing  with  out- 
stretched arms,  with  three  dogs  at  his  feet.  Ed. 

1 226.— Decoys  (1208). — Daniel  Defoe,  in  his  Toiir  Through 
the  Whole  Island  of  Great  Britain,  1769,  has  an  account  of  the 
Decoys  in  the  Lincolnshire  Fens.  It  will  be  seen  that  in 
many  respects  the  operations  as  described  by  him  are  the 
same  as  those  of  to-day. 

Here  are  also  an  infinite  Number  of  Wild-Fowl,  such  as  Duck  and 
Mallard,  Teal  and  Wigeon,  Brand-Geese,  Wild-Geese,  &c.  For  the  Taking 
of  the  four  first  kinds  here  are  a great  many  Decoys,  from  all  which  the 
vast  Number  of  Fowls  they  take  are  sent  up  to  London. 

The  Accounts  which  the  Country  People  give  of  the  Numbers  they 
sometimes  take,  are  such,  that  one  scarce  dares  report  it  from  them.  But 
this  I can  say,  of  my  certain  knowledge,  that  some  of  these  Decoys  are  of 
so  large  an  extent,  and  take  such  great  Numbers  of  Fowl,  that  they  are 
let  from  100^.  to  3,  4 and  600Z.  a Year  Rent. 

The  Art  of  taking  the  Fowls,  and  especially  of  breeding  up  a Set  of 
Creatures  called  Decoy-Duchs,  to  entice  and  then  betray  their  Fellow- 
Ducks  into  the  several  Decoys,  is  very  ingenious;  and,  though  it  is  not 
very  easy  to  describe  it,  I will  give  it  in  as  few  Words  as  I can. 

The  Decoy-Ducks  are  hatched  and  bred  up  in  the  Decoy-Ponds  : in 
which  are  certain  Places  where  they  are  constantly  fed  ; and,  being  made 
tame,  they  are  used  to  come  to  the  Decoy-Man’s  Hand  for  their  Food. 

When  they  fly  abroad,  it  is  not  known  whither  they  go ; but  some 
conjecture  they  fly  quite  over  into  Llolland  and  Germany  ; here  they  meet 
with  others  of  their  own  Kind,  and,  sorting  with  them,  they,  by  some  Art 
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unknown  to  us,  draw  together  a vast  Number  of  the  Fowls,  and,  in  a word. 
Kidnap  them  from  their  own  Country;  for,  being  once  brought  out  of 
their  knowledge,  they  follow  the  Decoys,  as  a Dog  follows  the  Sportsman ; 
and  it  is  frequent  to  see  these  subtle  Creatures  return  with  a vast  Flight 
I of  Fowls  along  with  them,  after  they  have  been  absent  several  Weeks 
[ together. 

I When  they  have  brought  them  over,  the  first  Thing  they  do  is  to 
i settle  with  them  in  the  Ponds,  to  which  the  Decoy-Ducks  belong.  Here 
I they  chatter  and  gabble  to  them  in  their  own  Language,  as  if  they  were 
I telling  them,  that  here  they  should  soon  see  how  well  they  should  live. 

When  the  Decoy-Men  perceive  they  are  come,  and  that  they  are 
gathering  and  increasing,  they  go  secretly  to  the  Pond’s  Side,  under  the 
Cover  which  they  make  with  Eeeds,  so  that  they  cannot  be  seen ; where 
they  throw  over  the  Eeeds  Handfuls  of  Corn,  in  such  shallow  Places  as  the 
Decoy-Ducks  are  usually  fed,  and  whither  they  are  sure  to  come  for  it,  and 
to  bring  their  new  Guests  with  them  for  their  Entertainment. 

This  they  do  for  two  or  three  Days  together,  and  no  Harm  follows  to 
the  poor  Strangers ; till  throwing  in  this  Bait  one  time  in  an  open  wide 
Place,  another  time  in  another  wide  Place,  the  third  time  it  is  thrown  in  a 
narrower  Place,  where  the  Trees,  which  hang  over  the  Water  and  the 
Banks,  stand  closer  together ; and  then  in  another  yet  narrower,  where 
the  said  Trees  are  over-head  like  an  Arbour,  though  at  a good  Height  from 
the  Water. 

I Here  the  Boughs  are  so  artfully  managed,  that  a loose  Net  is  spread 
1 near  the  Top  of  the  Trees,  among  the  Branches,  and  fastened  to  Hoops, 

I which  reach  from  Side  to  Side.  This  is  so  high  and  so  wide,  and  the 
I Eoom  is  so  much  below,  and  the  Water  so  open,  that  the  Fowls  do  not 
||  perceive  the  Net  above  them. 

Here  the  Decoy-man,  keeping  unseen  behind  the  Hedges  of  Eeeds, 
which  are  made  perfectly  close,  goes  forward,  throwing  Corn  over  the 

il  Reeds  into  the  Water.  The  Decoy-Ducks  greedily  fall  upon  it,  and,  calling 
their  foreign  Guests,  seem  to  tell  them.  That  now  they  may  find  how  well 
the  Ducks  live  in  England^  so  inviting,  or  rather  wheedling  them  forward, 
till  by  degrees  they  are  all  gotten  under  the  Arch  or  Sweep  of  the  Net 
which  is  on  the  Trees,  and  which  by  degrees,  imperceptibly  to  them, 

I declines  lower  and  lower,  and  also  narrower  and  narrower,  till  at  the 
farther  End  it  comes  to  a Point  like  a Purse,  though  this  farther  End  is 
quite  out  of  Sight,  and  perhaps  two  or  three  hundred  Yards  from  the 
first  Entrance. 

! When  the  whole  Flight  of  Ducks  are  thus  greedily  following  the 
! Decoys,  and  feeding  plentifully  as  they  go,  and  the  Decoy-man  sees  they 
are  all  so  far  within  the  Arch  of  the  Net  as  not  to  be  able  to  escape,  on  a 
jj  sudden  a Dog,  which  till  then  keeps  close  by  him,  and  which  is  perfectly 
[!  taught  his  Business,  rushes  from  behind  the  Eeeds,  and  jumps  into  the 
I Water,  swimming  directly  after  the  Ducks,  and  barks  as  he  swims. 

Immediately  the  frightened  Ducks  rise  upon  the  Wing,  to  make  their 
Escape,  but  are  beaten  down  again  by  the  arched  Net,  which  is  over  their 
Heads.  Being  then  forced  into  the  Water,  they  necessarily  swim  forward, 
I for  fear  of  the  Dog ; and  thus  they  croud  on,  till  by  Degrees  the  Net 
jj  growing  lower  and  narrower,  they  are  hurried  to  the  very  farther  End, 
where  another  Decoy- Man  stands  ready  to  receive  them,  and  who  takes 
I them  out  alive  with  his  Hands. 

i|  As  for  the  Traitors  that  drew  the  poor  Ducks  into  this  Snare,  they  are 
taught  to  rise  but  a little  Way,  and  so  not  reaching  to  the  Net,  they  fly 
jj  back  to  the  Ponds,  and  make  their  Escape ; or  else,  being  used  to  the 
Decoy-Man,  they  go  to  him  fearless,  and  are  taken  out  as  the  rest ; but, 
instead  of  being  killed  with  them,  are  stroked,  made  much  of,  and  put 
into  a little  Pond  just  by  him,  and  plentifully  fed  for  their  Services. 
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1227  — West  Deeping  Registers. — The  earliest  register 
book  of  this  little  parish  begins  in  1657  and  extends  to  1723. 
The  next  book  goes  on  to  1812.  There  are  but  few  entries 
of  special  interest  ; but  one  or  two  may  be  of  value  to 
genealogical  enquirers. 

From  the  Marriages  : — 

1719  29  Oct.  Thomas  Barnfield  Vic'"  of  Deeping  St.  James  & Dorothy 
Hutchinson. 

1737  14  May  The  Rev<i  J[ohn]  Headley  Vicar  of  Langtoft  & 

Curate  of  this  Parish  And  Mi’s  Margaret  Piercy  of  the  Parish 
of  UflS.ngton  by  Licence. 

From  the  Burials  : — 

1664  29  Mar.  Alexandi'.  Hudson  anosus  (viz)  nonaginta  sex  sepult. 

1672  20  Dec.  George  Dacres  gen’. 

1672-3  22  Jan,  Adam  Claypole  Esq!". 

1675  15  Mar.  Adam  son  of  George  Leifeild  Esqi’.  & Anne. 

1702  28  Oct.  Benjamin  Cuthbert,  RecD'. 

1707  3 Jan.  Richard  Hudson  Generosus  ^tat : 80. 

1713  25  Mar.  Anne  Wife  of  Richard  Figg.  Gen  : 

1718  22  May  Mi"  Richard  Figg  Junr. 

1729  29  Oct.  Richard  Figg  Gent : 

1732  17  Feb.  John  Figg  Gent: 

1741  16  July.  The  Rev^  M^’  Rich<i  Austin  Rector, 

1750  4 Mar.  A Traveller  unknown,  of  Scotch  Extraction. 

1785  8 Sep.  Richard  Figg  Gent : 

1792  30  Sep.  John  Figg  Gent. 

1801  1 Nov.  Mi^  James  Haynes,  Gent. 

16  Nov.  Fuddle  Hem  a Gypsey. 

1812  21  May  John  Figg,  Gent. 

I have  a note,  dated  20  Mar.,  1896,  that  Mrs.  Seth  Smith, 
then  recently  deceased,  was  the  last  of  the  old  family  of  Figg. 
The  name  occurs  at  Peterborough,  c.  1820  (see  Vol.  III.,  175); 
at  Maxey,  1717  (IV.,  4)  ; and  at  Deeping  S.  James,  1715 
(V.,  60,  62).  At  the  end  of  the  second  volume  is  this 
note  : — 

Thus  Ends  this  Book  and  the  New  One  Begins  from  the  first  of  January, 
1813.  and  at  this  time  the  Rev^.  M^" : Stoneard  of  East  Morlin  in  Kent  is 
Rector  of  this  Parish  But  has  not  held  the  Rectory  yet  Two  years,  the 
Rev<i.  M'*.  Bates  Vic^  of  Tallington  is  and  has  been  Curate  From  May  1754 
and  is  at  this  time  Thank  God  in  good  health  and  Strength  This  was 
Rote  by  John  Jackson  Clerk  Of  this  Parish  May  the  21st  1813. 

Thos  Dove,  Churchwarden. 

A curacy  of  59  years  in  one  place  must  be  very  nearly  a 
record.  Ed. 
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1228.— For  the  Defence  of  the  Country. — A copy  of 
an  original  broadside  on  this  subject  has  been  sent  to  us  for 
publication. 

VOLUNTAEY  CONTEIBUTIONS. 


Peterborough  28.  Feb.  1798. 

At  a Meeting  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Magis- 
trates, to  receive  Voluntary  Contributions  of  Families  and 
Individuals  in  the  City  of  Peterborough  and  its  Hamlets^ 

For  the  DEFENCE  of  the  COUNTRY; 

IT  WAS  RESOLVED, 

1.  That  a Book  be  opened  on  the  First  of  March,  at  the 
Bank  of  Messrs.  W.  T.  & W.  Squire,  to  receive  the  said 
VOLUNTAEY  CONTEIBUTIONS  ; where  the  smallest 
Sums  will  be  received  with  respect,  and  faithfully  trans- 
mitted to  the  Bank  of  England. 

2.  That  the  Address  of  the  Committee  of  the  City  of  London 
to  the  Public  at  large,  be  printed  with  these  Eesolutions. 

By  Order  of  the  Committee, 

Eev.  John  Weddred,  Chairman. 


The  ADDEESS 

OF  THE  CITY  OF  LONDON. 

THE  Cause,  in  which  we  are  engaged,  is  common  to  us  all ; and  we 
doubt  not  that  the  same  Motives  which  have  guided  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Metropolis,  on  this  occasion,  will  be  equally  felt  in  every  part  of  the 
British  Empire.  The  Enemy,  having  obstinately  and  insolently  rejected 
every  overture  for  Peace,  now  openly  threatens  us  with  Invasion,  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  overturning  the  Eeligion,  the  Laws,  and  the  established 
Constitution  of  this  Kingdom ; of  destroying  our  Maritime  Power,  and 
with  it  our  Commerce,  the  Support  of  every  branch  of  National  Industry ; 
and  of  reducing  this  great  and  free  Country  to  a State  of  abject  Weakness 
and  Dependence. 

A General  and  Voluntary  Contribution  is  a Measure,  the  success  of 
which,  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  all  Persons  alike  to  promote ; for  even 
among  those  the  farthest  removed  from  Opulence,  there  are  none  who  have 
not  a deep,  and  immediate  Interest  in  the  issue  of  the  present  Contest; 
their  exertions  are  not  less  a debt  to  their  Country,  their  Families  and 
themselves,  than  those  of  the  most  Wealthy ; and  the  amount  of  their 
Contributions,  though  necessarily  small  in  each  individual  instance,  will  in 
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the  whole,  furnish  an  important  Aid,  and  afford  a solemn  Pledge,  and  an 
animating  Proof  of  the  National  Spirit.  The  same  Principle  applies  to  all; 
the  Estate  of  the  Landed  Proprietor ; the  Funds  of  the  Stock-holder ; the 
Capital  of  the  Merchant  and  Manufacturer ; the  Profits  of  the  Farmer  and 
Trader  ; the  Earnings  of  the  Mechanic,  the  Artist  and  the  Labourer ; nay, 
even  the  Wages  and  Subsistence  of  the  Servant,  are  all  involved  in  the 
same  fate  with  the  general  Security  and  Welfare  of  their  Country. 

The  first  Personage  in  the  Kingdom ; several  Corporate  Bodies ; 
numerous  Individuals  of  all  Ranks  and  Stations ; many  of  our  gallant 
Seamen  and  Soldiers,  have  already  set  an  Example,  which  ought  to  animate 
the  heart  of  every  Briton  to  the  most  strenuous  exertions,  in  defence  of 
his  Country.  The  Committee,  confidently  relying  on  the  zealous  and 
active  co-operation  of  their  fellow-subjects,  are  persuaded  that  Britons 
will  not  be  forgetful  of  their  ancient  and  hereditary  Spirit ; and  that  they 
will  be  ready  to  repel  by  Arms,  the  attack  of  an  invading  enemy — and  to 
sacrifise  ( sic ) any  part  of  their  Property,  which  may  be  necessary  to 
ensure  the  preservation  of  the  remainder,  and  the  Maintenance  of  that 
Constitution,  which  has  been  for  Ages  the  Boast  and  Glory  of  this 
Country  ; and  which  in  these  days  of  difficulty  and  trial,  distinguishes  it 
more  than  ever,  from  all  the  other  Nations  of  Europe. 

By  Order  of  the  Committee, 

Samuel  Ford,  Secretary. 

JACOB,  PEINTER,  PETERBOROUGH. 

1229.“The  Local  GoYernment  of  Peterborough— T/ie 
Parish  Begisters.  The  Plague.  Members  of  Parliament.  Scot 
and  Lot  Voters.  A Private  Vestry  Meeting.  The  Precincts. 
The  Poor.  The  Toiun  IndiLstry.  Tithes  and  Easter  Dues. 

The  Fairs.  No  Local  Authority.  The  City  Commissioners, 

1790. 

The  Eegisters  of  the  Parish  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  are 
well  preserved.  The  oldest  volume  contains  entries  of 
baptisms,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1558  to  1644.  From 
that  time  to  1812  the  entries  are  in  ten  volumes.*  No  satis- 
factory calculation  of  the  population  of  the  City  can  be  made. 
In  1662,  82  baptisms  and  100  burials  ; in  1664,  112  baptisms 
and  105  burials  are  entered.  The  death  rate  was  then  higher 
than  30  in  the  thousand,  so  the  population  was  about  3,500 
before  1666.  f 

* Parish  Register  Returns,  1831. 

t In  1685,  the  population  of  Birmingham  was  4,000,  the  burials  150,  and  baptisms 
125.  A death  rate  of  30  in  the  thousand  was  then  deemed  low,  and  to  indicate  the 
salubrity  of  a town. 
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[ The  inhabitants  suffered  much  from  the  plague  in  1665-6. 

I This  entry  occurs  in  1666,  September  16  : — 

Abo2Lt  this  time  the  plague  was  supposed  to  he  brought  by  a 
woman  stranger  from  London  luho  zuas  entertairnd  at  the 
Woodgrounds  in  the  40  acres  and  they  whose  names  have 
were  some  suspected  a?id  some  apparently  dying  of  that  disease 
to  the  number  of  44  most  of  them  buried  in  the  tuoodgrounds  on 
I the  Cratv thorn  Hill  or  at  the  Pest-house.'' 

I During  1665,  117  baptisms  and  207  burials  are  entered. 

I The  plague  raged  from  May,  1666,  to  the  following  April. 

' In  July,  122  burials  are  recorded,  and  during  the  year  525, 
j about  one-sixth  of  the  inhabitants.^ 

i This  memorandum  occurs  in  February,  1699  : — 
j '^Memo:  that  in  temveeJcs  time  viz:  from  Dec.  11  to  Feb. 
i 19  only  tiuo  persons,  Mr.  Tomson  of  four  score  years  and  Joseph 
i Scarbid,  a child  of  four  toeeJcs,  loere  buried  in  the  lohole  parish 
i both  town  and  the  fowr  hamlets.  Twenty-four  were  baptised  in 
that  time." 

In  1547,  the  City  first  returned  Members  of  Parliament. 
Local  magnates,  Fitzwilliams,  Cecils,  Mildmays,  and  Wing- 
fields monopolized  the  office.  William,  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  and 
Sir  Kobert  Napier  both  sat  in  the  Long  Parliament.  In  1667, 
the  House  of  Commons  resolved  that  “all  the  inhabitants 
paying  scot  and  lot  had  a voice  in  the  election  and,  in  1728, 
the  right  to  vote  was  determined  to  be  “in  the  inhabitants 
within  the  precincts  of  the  minster  there  and  in  the  inhabitants 
■ within  the  city  paying  scot  and  lot”  i.e.,  householders.  In 
j 1711,  Charles  Parker,  a local  man,  defeated  the  grandees, 
j In  1775,  Matthew  Wyldbore,  the  sitting  member,  secured  219 
votes,  and  his  opponent,  James  Phipps,  212.  The  return  was 

II  contested  on  the  ground  that  votes  of  unqualified  persons  had 
; been  recorded. 

* The  quotation  from  the  Parish  Register  above  given  is  from  Bp.  Kennett.’s 
extracts.  The  number  44  relates  only  to  the  deaths  from  September,  1665,  to  March, 
^^-6.  The  total  number  of  deaths  recorded,  including  13  in  1667,  amounted  to  462. 
The  greatest  mortality  was  in  the  summer  of  1666 ; the  deaths  numbering  in  June,  57, 
m July,  121,  in  August,  97,  in  September,  60,  and  in  October,  49.— Ed, 
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In  September,  1774,  the  Churchwardens,  William  Eiger, 
Samuel  Stevens,  and  Kobert  Mugglestone,  and  the  Overseers, 
Bryan  Betham,  Apothecary,  Isaac  Strong,  Attorney,  and 
William  Hetherington,  adopted  the  unusual  course  of  making 
a poor  rate  in  private,  contrary  to  the  practice,  which  was  to 
make  the  rate  in  open  vestry  and  for  the  parish  clerk  to  give 
notice  after  the  evening  service  on  the  Sunday  before  the 
meeting  in  vestry.  The  rate,  privately  made,  was  allowed  by 
the  Dean  and  Mr.  Blake,  JJ. 

When  Mr.  Armstead  Parker  and  Mr.  Warriner  complained 
to  the  Overseers  “We  have  no  voice  in  the  election  if  you 
make  the  rate  as  you  do  and  put  in  and  leave  out  whom  you 
choose.”  Hetherington  replied  “We  will  do  so  and  will  cram 
the  members  down  your  throats.”  Although  clear  evidence 
was  given  showing  that  W.  Baldwin,  W.  Bowker,  John  Colls, 
James  Blades,  and  Thomas  Tees  had  been  fraudulently  put  on 
the  rates,  the  Committee  resolved  that  evidence  of  frauds  in 
putting  the  scot  and  lot  men  on  the  rate  was  not  sufficient, 
and  it  was  reported  to  the  House  that  Mr.  Wyldbore  was 
duly  elected.^ 

The  Precincts  or  Minster  Close  has  always  been  extra- 
parochial  ; it  existed  as  a distinct  place  from  the  town  when 
the  civil  parish  of  St.  John  Baptist  was  instituted,  A.D.  1189. 
The  whole  of  the  site,  about  46  acres,  was  formerly  within 
sanctuary,  and  such  an  area  has  not  the  reputation  of  a vill, 
yet,  as  late  as  1783,  the  Overseers  of  the  parish  of  St.  John 
Baptist  endeavoured  to  compel  the  Dean  and  Chapter  to 
appoint  Overseers  of  the  Poor.f  Before  that  year  the  Dean 
and  Chapter  had  maintained  the  poor  dwelling  within  the 
Precincts  out  of  their  own  funds.  The  Chapter  Clerk  being 
applied  to  by  the  Overseers  to  receive  Esther  Key,  widow  and 
pauper,  dwelling  in  the  Close,  who  had  passed  as  a vagrant  to 
the  parish  of  St.  John  Baptist,  declared  that  the  Dean  and 

* The  Redistribution  of  Seats  Act,  1885,  deprived  the  City  of  one  member. 

t Rex.  V.  JJ.  of  Peterborough.  Cald:  238.  The  rule  for  a mandamus  was  dis" 
charged  with  costs. 
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Chapter  had  already  so  many  poor  that  they  did  not  know 
how  to  maintain  them,  and  though  the  pauper  belonged  to  the 
Minster  he  should  not  take  her  in,  because  there  were  no 
Overseers  appointed  for  the  Minster  Precincts,  to  whom  an 
! order  of  removal  could  be  directed.  Who  ever  heard  of  gain- 
j ing  a settlement  in  an  extra-parochial  place  ? The  poor  were 
j relieved  with  a sum  of  £80,  taken  from  the  stipends  of  the 
; Chapter. 

The  trade  of  the  town  was  in  corn,  wool,  timber,  and  live 
stock.  Many  families  must  have  been  supported  by  wool- 
combing,  till  the  clothiers,  weavers,  and  spinners  in  Suffolk 
and  Norfolk  migrated  to  the  coal  fields  of  the  North  Midlands, 
the  land  of  looms  and  forges.  No  other  industry  flourished. 
The  Population  Eeturns  of  1831,  under  the  head  of  “employed 
in  manufactures,”  is  none.  The  inhabitants  then  numbered 
5,553  ; the  baptisms  being  227,  and  burials  125. 

In  1851,  7,161  persons  dwelt  in  1,438  houses  in  the  city, 
and  in  1861,  10,321  persons  dwelt  in  2,105  houses.  The 
population  of  the  four  hamlets,  Newark,  Dogsthorpe,  Eastfield, 
and  Longthorpe  declined  from  1,308  in  1851,  to  1,176  in  1861. 

The  condition  of  the  people  during  the  18th  century  can 
only  be  traced  through  the  calendar  of  gaol  delivery  and  the 
administration  of  the  poor  law.  Too  illiterate  to  leave  any 
record  of  their  lives,  and  possessing  nothing  worth  bequeathing 
to  their  children,  they  dragged  on,  crammed  with  coarse 
I bread  and  clothed  in  canvas,  nothing  abundant  but  beer, 

I quarrelling  with  the  farmers,  the  chief  employers  of  labour, 

who  were  always  fighting  the  vicar  about  tithe  sheaves  and 
tithe  pigs.  The  following  entry,  made  by  Mr.  Gilbert  in  the 
parish  register  in  1695,  relates  to  the  collection  of  tithes  and 
Easter  dues : — 

1696.  It  may  easily  be  known  what  stock  is  kept  at  Thorp  and  by 
whom,  both  cows  and  sheep,  because  the  commons  are  a certain  number 
of  which  Mr.  Pickering  can  inform,  or  indeed  any  person  of  the  town : but 
Peterborough,  Dogsthorp,  Eastfield  and  Newark  stocking  the  Common 
sans  number  you  must  have  recourse  to  the  fen-reeves  and  have  some 
person  present  when  they  drive  the  fen  and  must  also  look  into  their  yards 
in  the  winter  time  to  see  what  beasts  they  keep. 
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In  order  to  the  having  your  Easter-book  duly  collected  there  must  be 
enquiry  made  into  the  number  of  persons  of  every  family  whether  children 
or  servants,  beside  the  master  and  mistress,  above  the  age  of  16  years. 

The  markets  and  fairs  were  the  source  of  the  trade  of  the 
town.  The  Midsummer  fair  of  eight  days,  held  at  the  feast 
of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  was  granted  to  the  Convent  by  King 
Eichard  I.  Bridge  fair  was  granted  by  King  Henry  VI.  in 
1439,  “to  be  held  at  Peterborough  bridge  beside  the  river 
Nene  in  the  counties  of  Northampton  and  Huntingdon  at  both 
ends  of  the  bridge  for  three  days  duration  on  the  vigil  day  and 
morrow  of  St.  Matthew.”* 

The  Feoffees  did  their  best  for  the  city  : built  the  Town 
Hall  in  1671,  sank  wells  and  paved  the  streets,  but  sanitation 
was  wholly  neglected  throughout  the  18th  century.  It  was  no 
easy  matter  to  learn  how  the  town  was  governed.  State 
officials  addressed  papers  to  the  Mayor,  and  The  Gentleman's 
Magazine  describes  Peterborough  as  the  only  city  in  England 
without  a Mayor  and  Aldermen,  the  civil  government  being 
vested  in  seven  magistrates  and  the  bailiffs  of  the  lord  of  the 
manor.  Nearer  the  mark  than  the  Guides,  which  related 

that  the  city  was  governed  by  a Mayor,  Eecorder,  and  Aldermen, 
incorporated  by  a charter  of  Henry  VIII.,  dated  September  4, 
1541.  In  1790,  want  of  an  authority  to  manage  the  local 
affairs  obliged  the  inhabitants  to  obtain  a Local  Act. 

30  Geo.  III.,  c.  Ixvi.,  is  an  Act  for  paving  and  otherwise 
improving  the  City  and  Township  of  Peterborough,  and 
recites  that  the  streets  are  not  properly  paved,  repaired, 
cleansed,  lighted,  or  watched,  and  are  in  many  parts  narrow 
and  incommodious,  and  appoints  Commissioners  to  put  the 
Act  in  execution.  They  were  to  meet  in  the  Town  Hall  or 
Sessions  House,  and  amongst  other  powers  were  to  appoint 
watchmen  to  be  employed  every  night  to  apprehend  and 
secure  all  malefactors,  disturbers  of  the  public  peace,  and 
other  suspected  persons,  and  to  carry  them  before  the  Justices 

* The  fair  is  held  in  the  fair  meadow,  in  Metton.  In  1701,  in  Bennington  v.  Taylor 
2 Lutw,  1517,  the  Dean  and  Chapter  established  their  right  to  distrain  for  toll  Is.  for  a 
double-covered  stall.  34  Geo.  II.,  c.  23,  enacts  that  fairs  are  to  follow  the  natural  day 
of  the  mouth,  not  the  nominal  day  fixed  by  the  New  Calendar. 
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of  the  Liberty  ; to  purchase  buildings  for  widening  streets, 
and  particularly  the  public  passage  leading  from  the  Market 
Place  to  the  gateway  of  the  Minster  Close,  being  of  the  length 
of  25  yards  and  very  narrow,  so  that  it  might  be  rendered 
commodious  for  passengers  and  carriages  by  taking  down  a 
house  on  each  side  thereof  ; to  erect  turnpikes,^  viz.,  one 
across  the  road  leading  from  Stilton  to  Peterborough  bridge 
over  the  river  Nene  at  the  junction  of  the  same  road  with  the 
road  leading  from  Oundle  to  the  said  bridge  ; one  across  the 
Lincoln  road  at  or  near  the  north  end  of  the  lane  called 
Boroughbury  lane,  with  a side  bar  adjoining  thereto  across  a 
I lane  leading  to  Crawthorn  hill  in  the  city  ; one  across  the 
j street  called  Westgate,  at  or  near  the  parish  workhouse  ; one 
j across  the  street  called  Cowgate,  at  or  near  the  west  end 
I thereof ; one  across  the  street  called  Boongate,  between 
I Swanspool  and  the  common  pound  there.  The  tolls  were  9d. 
s for  3 -horse  carriages,  8d.  for  a waggon  drawn  by  six  horses, 
i a cart  2d.,  cattle  5d.  a score,  sheep  or  pigs  2d.  a score. 

j The  general  rate  was  not  to  exceed  a shilling  in  the  pound 
I in  one  year. 

I The  Commissioners  were  not  to  meddle  with  the  Precincts, 
j nor  to  pave  any  of  the  streets  in  Boongate  Ward,  being  that 
j part  of  the  City  which  lies  east  of  Swanspool. 

j The  Feoffees  or  Trustees  of  the  town  estates  applicable  to 
charitable  uses,  who  had  theretofore  paved  and  lighted  certain 
I parts  of  the  City,  were  to  be  exonerated  from  such  obligation 
Ij  on  payment  of  £500  to  the  Commissioners.  The  first  Com- 
I missioners  were ; Honb^  Lionel  Darner,  Eichard  Benyon, 
j Eobert  Blake,  Sampson  Barber,  Benjamin  Bull,  Samuel 
j Bowen,  Thomas  Bowker,  William  Bowker,  Samuel  Bowker, 

|!  Henry  Cole,  John  Core,  John  Draper,  Peter  Ellis,  Henry 
Freeman,  clerk,  William  Freeman,  Thomas  Goodman,  Feast 
Goodman,  Nathaniel  Hudson,  Francis  Hopkinson,  Spencer 
I Madan,  D.D.,  Eoger  Parker,  John  Fish  Palmer,  M.D.,  William 

^ Sec.  34. 
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Strong,  clerk,  William  Drury  Skeeles,  clerk,  Wright  Squire, 
Wright  Thomas  Squire,  William  Squire,  John  Spalding,  Will: 
Smith,  John  Taylor,  Charles  Wright,  clerk,  and  John 
Weddred,  clerk.  L.G. 

1 230.— Gravestone  at  Baston. — An  engraving  is  given  in 
The  Strand  Magazine  of  May,  1906,  of  a tombstone  in  the 
churchyard  of  Baston,  near  Market  Deeping.  The  inscription 
upon  it,  rightly  called  by  the  Vicar  “quaint  ” and  “unique  in 
its  way,”  is  as  follows  : — 

THIS 

STONE  WAS  EEECTED  BY 
SUBSCEIPTION  TO  PEEPETUATE 
THE  MEMOEY  OF 

EOBEET  BONNEE 

A NATIVE  OF  THIS  PAEISH, 

WHO  WAS  A LIVING  EEGISTEE 
OF  BIETHS,  DEATHS, 

AND  EEMAEKABLE  EVENTS 
THAT  OCCUEED  IN  THE  PAEISH 
FOE  SIXTY  YEAES. 

AND  WHEN  ANY  PEESON 
ASKED  HIM  THEIE  AGE 
HIS  PEACTICE  WAS  TO  TELL 
THEM  BY  EEFEEINQ 
TO  HIS  HAT  BEINKS. 

HE  DIED  Januaey  14th,  1845 
AGED  78  YEAES. 

His  hat  his  only  day  book  was. 

And  as  it  proved  a trusty  guide. 

According  to  his  last  request, 

Twas  duly  buried  by  his  side  ; 

With  riches  though  he  was  not  blest, 

His  memory  was  a constant  treasure. 

And  now  tis  hop’d  he  is  possesed 

Of  heavenly  blessings  without  measure. 
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1231.— Church  Briefs.—Briefs,  royal  licences  to  gather 
alms,  protections,  and  Justices’  letters  of  request  are  frequently 
mentioned  in  churchwardens’  accounts.  Briefs,  which  were 
the  most  important  of  these  instruments,  may  be  defined  as 
royal  warrants  authorising  collections  in  places  of  worship  on 
behalf  of  specified  charitable  objects,  e.g.^  relief  of  sufferers  by 
fire,  flood,  or  shipwreck,  the  redemption  of  captive  English- 
men, the  rebuilding  of  churches,  &c.  The  rubric  concerning 
announcements  to  be  made  in  Church  ordained  that  briefs 
should  be  read  after  the  publication  of  banns  of  matrimony, 
and  this  custom  prevailed  until  the  abolition  of  briefs  by  Act 
of  Parliament  in  1828.  To  the  frequency  of  briefs  there  is  a 
reference  in  the  Diary  of  Samuel  Pepys,  in  which  we  read  : — 
“ 1661  June  30  (Lord’s  Day)  to  church  where  we  observed  the 
trade  of  briefs  is  now  come  up  to  so  constant  a course  every 
Sunday  that  we  resolved  to  give  no  more  to  them.” 

The  following  extracts  from  the  Louth  Churchwardens’ 
Accounts  are  of  interest  as  they  show  the  amounts  collected : — 

“Octok  1670.  1£  4s.  2d.  upon  a briefe  for  the  towne  of 

Isleham  in  Cambridgeshire.”  This  was  towards  a loss  of 
£6770  by  fire. 

“1684.  April  25th.  The  briefe  granted  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Newmarkitt  the  sum  of  one  pound  sixteene  shillings  and 
fourpence.  ” 

Evelyn,  in  his  Diary  under  date  23  September,  1683, 
notes There  was  this  day  a collection  for  rebuilding 
New-market,  consum’d  by  an  accidental  fire.” 

“ 1685.  May  12th.  For  the  briefe  of  Ely  19s.  2}d.” 
This  was  towards  the  loss  of  £1780  by  fire. 

The  following  entries  appear  in  the  Holbeach  Parish 
Eegister : — 

“ Collected  Novem.  1659,  the  summe  of  thorteen  shillings 
and  four  pence  for  the  parish  of  Metheringham  in  the  countie 
on  a briefe,  the  money  payd  to  Will  Dickinson  21  Decemb'’ 
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15,  1659,  a receipt  for  the  same  given.”  This  was  for  a fire 
on  the  9th  March,  1659. 

“Jan.  31,  63  (1663)  Gathered  for  Grantum  fire  happy 
the  30th  of  May  63  the  summe  of  on  eleven  and  sixd  this 
delivered  to  Mr.  Dodson  of  Gedney  on  an  acquittance.” 

“April  16,  1665.  A brief  read  for  the  repayre  of  Bridges 
house  cast  down  by  water  flflouds  in  Northampton-shire  the 
money  in  Garvise  Brewetts  hands.” 

“ 1681.  A brief  for  Turkish  Slaves  collec  71b.” 

J.M. 

1232— Blubberhouse  Corner,  on  the  river  Ouse  be- 
tween Denver  and  Lynn  (1161). — This  is  a sharp  and  very 
awkward  bend  in  the  river  above  Magdalen  Bridge,  a ricketty 
collection  of  rotten  piles  with  projecting  iron  bolts,  most 
dangerous  to  navigation,  especially  as  the  bridge  is  not  at 
right  angles  to  the  stream.  Below  this  bridge,  near  Wiggenhall 
S.  Peter’s,  there  is  a place  where  the  river  almost  dries  at  low 
water  spring  tides,  when  one  may  see  about  a dozen  of  the 
inhabitants  grubbing  in  the  water  up  to  their  knees,  picking 
up  w-hat  they  call  “coals,”  really,  as  I imagine,  the  remains 
of  an  ancient  forest.  The  stuff  is  quite  black,  and  evidently 
parts  of  trees. 

“Blubber  House”  points  to  a time  when  there  was  a 
whaling  fleet  sailing  from  Lynn.  At  Downham  Market  one 
of  the  public-house  signs  used  to  hang  from  a whale’s  jawbone; 
and  I suppose  that  the  operation  of  extracting  the  oil  used  to 
take  place  on  or  beside  the  river.  There  was  a correspondence 
in  The  Norfolk  Chronicle  last  year  about  these  whale  bones,  of 
which  there  are  many  in  Norfolk.  The  fishery  came  to  an 
end  about  1830.  There  is,  or  was,  an  old  house  at  Lynn, 
having  the  date  1605  on  a bracket,  which  not  many  years  ago 
bore  a half-effaced  sign  of  a harpooned  whale  flinging  boats  in  all 
directions,  and  the  remains  of  an  inscription,  The  Greenland 
\Yhale  Fishery.  A.S. 
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1 233. — KesteYen. — Are  scholars  agreed  upon  the  meaning 

of  this  name  ? The  earliest  forms  are  said  to  be  Ceostephne 
and,  later,  Keestevene.  I know  suggestions  have  been  made 
connecting  the  name  with  ceo,  A.S.  fora  crow,  and  A.S.  stefn, 
a stem.  But  however  we  combine  these  meanings  we  seem  to 
get  no  satisfactory  result.  Kesteven  does  not  occur  in  the 
index  to  Taylor’s  Words  and  Places.  Ed. 

1234. — SilYer  Tokens:  Cent. XIX.  (1207).— The  interest- 
ing token,  described  and  figured  by  your  correspondent  J.M., 
is  one  of  a series  issued  in  the  years  1811  and  1812,  owing  to 
the  great  scarcity  of  silver  coins  at  that  date,  the  Government 
not  having  struck  any  silver  money  between  the  years  1786 
and  1816,  in  which  latter  year  a great  re-coinage  of  silver  took 
place.  The  Bank  of  England  had  been  granted  permission 
to  issue  pieces  of  the  value  of  5/-,  3/-,  and  1/6  ; but  these 
were  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  for  minor  currency, 
hence  the  issues  of  these  tokens  by  private  persons.  These 
irregular  coins  were  not  long  in  circulation,  being  abolished 
by  Act  of  Parliament  in  1813.  Some  of  them  appear  to 
have  had  a semi-official  origin,  for  they  were  made  current 
at  local  stamp  offices. 

Mr.  Charles  Golding,  in  his  Coinage  of  Suffolk  (printed  in 
1868  for  private  distribution  only),  describes  no  less  than  eight 
separate  issues  for  the  County  of  Suffolk  : Bury  St.  Edmunds, 
1 ; Needham  Market,  1 ; Ipswich,  3 ; Woodbridge,  2 ; and 
County  Token,  1.  They  varied  in  value  from  1/6  to  6d. 

In  a small  collection  of  Tokens,  I have  two  of  this  issue, 
as  under : — 

No.  1. 

O.  March  Silver  token  one  Shilling  (in  four  lines).  In  a 
band  round  edge  * To  facilitate  Trade  * Issued  Nov.  1,  1811. 

R.  * Payable  by  Messrs.  * S.  Ratcliffe,  E.  Elam,  and 
J.  Thurbon.  In  centre,  sign  of  the  Golden  Fleece. 


Vol.  VII. 
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No.  2. 


0.  Sixpenny  Token  H.  M.  (in  three  lines  within  oak  wreath). 

E.  A one  pound  - note  - will  be  paid  by  - J.  Hedley  Stamp 
- office  Lynn  - for  40  of  - these  - 1811  (eight  lines). 

The  H.M.  which  appears  on  some  of  these  Tokens  as  a 
“ Mint  Mark,”  Mr.  Golding  states,  ‘‘  are  the  initials  of  Henry 
Morgan,  and  the  Tokens  were  therefore  made  in  London.” 


1235.--Inn  at  Upware  (1213). — The  complete  text  of 
the  Upware  motto,  as  I have  often  heard  it,  was  ‘‘No  hurry, 
and  don’t  spill  it.”  Out  of  this,  no  doubt,  grew  the  application 
of  the  first  half  of  the  sentence  to  the  inn,  meaning  that,  as  it  was 
five  miles  to  the  next  drinking-place,  it  was  advisable  to  take  a 
rest : but  the  form  as  I give  it  was  the  original,  and  I believe 
appeared  on  the  Great  Seal  of  Upware,  and  also  on  the  Eoyal 
Beer  Pitcher,  both  of  which  I have  seen. 

One  of  the  chief  amusements  at  Upware  was,  I am  told,  to 
place  one  of  the  little  Fen  punts  at  right  angles  to  the  shore  and 
just  touching  the  ground,  and  then  to  take  a short  run  and  jump 
into  it,  when,  if  you  managed  to  alight  properly,  the  impetus  of 
your  spring  would  carry  the  boat  across  the  river.  These  little 


Norwich. 


Thos.  Southwell. 
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Fen  boats  are  of  peculiar  construction : they  are  flat-bottomed, 
somewhat  like  a gondola  in  shape,  and  just  hold  one  man,  who 
shoves  the  boat  along  with  a small  “spread.”  They  are  chiefly 
used  by  eel-fishers.  The  Fen  “spread”  is  the  equivalent  of 
the  “quant”  of  the  Norfolk  Broads,  which  is  the  Homeric 
K0VT09,  and  the  Virgilian  “contus”  (“Ipse  ratem  conto 
subigit,”  .2En.  vi.  302).  But  the  Cambridgeshire  implement 
terminates  in  a forked  piece  of  wood,  each  point  being  shod 
with  an  extinguisher  shaped  iron  ; whereas  the  Norfolk  one 
ends  in  a straight  iron  spike,  and  there  is  a wooden  shoulder 
bolted  on  to  the  pole  to  prevent  its  sinking  into  the  mud. 
Also  the  “quant  ” has  a “butt,”  around  turned  piece  of  hard 
wood,  at  the  top;  while  the  “spread”  has  a cross  piece. 
This  latter  is  useful,  as  it  can  be  used  as  a hook  to  catch  hold 
of  posts,  &c.,  and  is  convenient  for  hooking  ropes  out  of  the 
water,  or  catching  them  when  thrown  from  the  bank.  It  was 
a “spread”  of  this  pattern  which  the  “Royal  Ferryman”  at 
Upware,  in  the  palmy  days  of  the  kingdom,  bore  on  the  sleeve 
of  his  jersey.  A.  Stewart. 

1 236.— Waldram  Hall  and  Parks.— Waldram  Hall,  which 
marks  the  northern  limit  of  the  Great  Level,  is  referred  to  in 
the  Hundred  Rolls,  7 Edw.  I.,  m.  2Id.,  A.D.  1279.  Peter  de 
la  Mare  and  Joan  Wake  had  for  20  years  past  appropriated  the 
free  fishery  in  the  Welland  from  Lemne  Mill  as  far  as 
Walraund  Hall,  without  warrant  so  far  as  the  jury  knew. 
Formerly,  a ferry  boat  was  used  for  traffic  from  Ferry  Place 
to  Crowland,  the  route  being  rarely  above  water.  The  old 
building  was  not  up  in  1530.  In  1580,  in  Q.  v.  Cleypole, 
Exchr.  Depos.  22  Eliz.,  in  a suit  about  toll  on  Wayland 
Bank  from  Hall  Closes  to  Crowland,  Gilbert  Warde,  of  Stam- 
ford Baron,  yeoman,  aged  74,  deposed,  ‘ ‘ I knowe  the  bank 
along  the  water  of  the  Wayland  leading  from  Deeping  to 
Crowland  Hurne.  There  are  barrs  at  three  several  places, 
one  at  Waldrom  Hall,  the  second  at  ye  Cross  on  ye  Ea,  and 
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the  thirde  at  Crowland  Hurne.  The  barr  at  the  Cross  in  ye 
Ea  had  one  barr  of  iron  going  through  the  middest  of  the 
same  lest  it  should  be  cut  by  anie  evil  disposed  persons.  All 
the  said  barrs  be  the  Quene’s  Maty’s  and  have  been  maintained 
by  her  Maty,  her  ancestors  and  officers  from  time  to  time. 
The  barr  at  Waldrom  Hall  stands  upon  the  bank  against 
parcell  of  James  Cleypoole’s  pastures  called  Hall  Closes.  I 
knew  Kobert  Tyesdall  (about  the  suppression  of  the  abbeys) 
occupier  of  the  said  pastures  and  closes  called  Hall  Closes  for 
sundry  years  and  he  agreed  with  the  King’s  officers  or  bailiffs 
taking  toll  at  the  said  barrs  for  the  passing  and  repassing  with 
his  cattel.  I have  known  the  said  pastures  about  fifty  years 
and  there  was  no  messuage  or  tenement  upon  the  same 
pasture  until  that  the  same  house  which  is  now  there  was 
builded  about  thirty  years  now  last  past.” 

Eandall  Fryer,  60,  fennherd,  deposed  to  the  like  effect,  but 
Edmunde  Elwes,  51,  gent.,  who  for  ten  years  occupied  the 
closes,  never  paid  toll  for  his  cattle,  milche  kye,  and  other 
horses,  neate,  and  sheep  in  Lincolnshire. 

The  old  Hall  stood  in  Northamptonshire.  The  land  held  with 
it  became  known  as  Waldram  Parks,  but  though  in  the  parish  of 
East  Deeping,  it  was  not  easy  to  say  of  what  manor  it  was 
parcel.  Sir  Dawes  Wymondsale  held  the  Priory  Manor,  Lord 
Exeter  held  the  King’s  Manor,  and  Lord  Fitzwilliam  held 
Wake’s  Manor,  which  he  alleged  included  Waldram  Parks. 
This  led  to  a suit  with  Lord  Exeter,  who  alleged  that  the  park 
was  parcel  of  the  Crown  Manor.  11  Car  I.,  East.  33.  The 
“Parks”  were  found  to  be  parcel  of  East  Deeping,  after  a 
survey  made  in  1630,  but  somehow  Lord  Fitzwilliam’s  tenants 
in  East  Deeping  and  at  the  Parks  had  done  suit  and  service  at 
his  Court  Baron  at  Etton  or  Woodcroft.  The  ground  was 
commonable  for  the  inhabitants  of  East  Deeping  from 
Michaelmas  to  Candlemas.  This  was  proved  by  William 
Mason,  labourer,  40.  “In  the  town  of  East  Deeping  there  is 
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usually  kept  a common  brand  viz  every  man  hath  a brand 
each  like  unto  the  other  which  is  liker  unto  a rams  head  with 
which  they  brand  their  commonable  cattle  before  they  be  put 
in  the  common  of  Waldram  Parks  ; and  the  cause  they  are  so 
branded  is  that  when  the  drift  is  the  lord’s  officers  hath  12*^  of 
the  owner  for  every  beast  that  is  found  not  so  branded  but  I 
never  knew  any  of  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  the  said  grounds 
brand  their  cattle  with  the  said  common  brand  save  only  the 
last  year.”  L.G. 

1237.— Flatness  of  the  Earth  (1220).— In  the  article 
on  “The  Landscape  of  the  Fens,”  I find  an  account  of  the 
wager  about  the  flatness  of  the  earth.  I can  remember  seeing 
a map  of  the  world  constructed  on  this  hypothesis  by  “John 
Hampden.”  It  was  at  the  bookstall  at  the  Cambridge  Station. 
I understood  at  the  time  that  “John  Hampden”  stood  for 
E.  E.  Middleton,  author  of  a rhymed  verse  translation  of  the 
first  two  books  of  the  .®neid,  and  of  The  Cruise  of  the  Kate, 
an  account  of  how  he  sailed  round  England  single-handed. 
His  cruise  was  chronicled  in  The  Field  by  himself. 

I have  always  understood  that  it  was  on  the  Hundred  Foot 
river  that  the  trial  took  place,  not,  as  stated  on  p.  30,  some- 
where between  Salter’s  Lode  and  Magdalen  bridges,  where 
certainly  there  is  no  long  six  mile  vista  of  river  : indeed,  it  is 
all  corners.  I fancy  The  Field  of  those  days  would  settle  the 
point.  A.S. 

1 238-— Waltheof’s  Tomb. — Waltheof  was  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  Fens.  But  what  was  the  origin  of  this 
connection  I cannot  find.  No  account  of  his  career  that  I 
have  seen  explains  why  he  should  have  selected  Crowland  as 
the  object  of  his  benefactions.  The  following  brief  notice  of 
him  is  summarised  from  Freeman’s  Norman  Conquest,  The 
Dictionary  of  National  Biography,  The  Annals  of  England, 
and  other  sources. 
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Waltheof  was  younger  son  of  Siward,  Earl  of  Northumber- 
land, by  Elfleda,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Earl  Aldred.  In  the 
chronicles  his  name  is  Latinised  into  Guallevus,  and  Waldevus. 
He  was  already  Earl  of  Huntingdonshire  and  of  Northampton- 
shire when  William  of  Normandy  landed  in  1066.  “A  certain 
obscurity  hangs  over  the  actions  of  Waltheof  ” up  to  the  date 
of  the  Conquest.  It  is  not  certain  that  he  was  present  at  the 
battle  of  Senlac.  It  is  known,  however,  that  he,  with  other 
eminent  Englishmen,  accompanied  the  Conqueror  on  his 
return  to  Normandy  in  1067.  But  two  years  later  he  joined 
the  Danes  in  their  attack  on  York,  which  was  held  by 
Normans.  Edgar  Atheling  and  Gospatric  were  also  among 
the  besiegers.  In  this  siege  Waltheof  highly  distinguished 
himself,  and  indeed  he  personally  was  the  chief  agent  in  the 
victory.  This  success  led  to  risings  in  various  parts  of 
England.  Marching  against  the  rebels  in  the  north,  William 
by  large  bribes  induced  the  Danes  to  withdraw  ; and  then 
found  little  difficulty  in  crushing  the  rest  of  his  opponents. 
Waltheof  and  Gospatric,  “the  two  most  powerful  among  his 
English  enemies,”  submitted  to  William  at  his  camp,  on  the 
Tees.  Both  were  taken  into  favour,  and  restored  to  their  earl- 
doms. As  a further  mark  of  his  favour  William  gave  to  Waltheof 
in  marriage  his  niece  Judith,  daughter  of  his  sister  Adelaide. 
In  1072  Waltheof  was  further  made  Earl  of  Northumberland. 
The  next  important  occurrence  in  his  life  that  we  read  of  is  at 
a certain  marriage  feast  at  Norwich,  in  1075,  when  Ealph  de 
Guader,  Earl  of  Norfolk,  married  the  sister  of  Eoger  Fitz- 
Osbern,  Earl  of  Hereford.  In  the  course  of  the  banquet  the 
two  Earls  submitted  to  the  company  proposals  for  a new 
revolt  against  the  Norman  King.  Waltheof  foolishly  promised 
his  concurrence. 

But,  on  cooler  judgment,  he  foresaw  that  the  conspiracy  of  these  discon- 
tented barons  was  not  likely  to  prove  successful  against  the  established 
power  of  William ; and  he  opened  his  mind  to  his  wife,  Judith,  of  whose 
fidelity  he  entertained  no  suspicion,  but  who,  having  secretly  fixed  her 
ajffections  on  another,  took  this  opportunity  of  ruining  her  easy  and 
credulous  husband.  She  conveyed  intelligence  of  the  conspiracy  to  the 
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King,  aggravating  every  circumstance  which  she  believed  would  tend  to 
incense  him  against  Waltheof,  and  render  him  absolutely  implacable. 
Meanwhile  the  earl,  at  the  suggestion  of  Lanfranc,  to  whom  he  had 
discovered  the  secret,  went  over  to  Normandy,  whither  William  had  gone 
some  time  previously  to  quell  an  insurrection  in  his  province  of  Maine;  but 
though  he  was  well  received  by  the  king,  the  account  previously  transmitted 
by  Judith  sunk  deep  into  William’s  mind,  and  had  destroyed  the  merit  of 
her  husband’s  repentance.  (Brewer’s  Student's  Hume,  89.) 

But  though  William  affected  to  treat  the  whole  affair  lightly, 
and  kept  Waltheof  with  him  until  the  rebellion  was  over, 
(because  the  conspirators  had  concluded,  by  Waltheof’s  de- 
parture, that  their  designs  were  known  to  the  King,  and  had 
prematurely  betaken  themselves  to  arms,  and  were  easily 
defeated)  yet  upon  the  appearance  of  another  Danish  fleet  in 
the  Humber,  Waltheof  was  arrested  and  kept  in  close  confine- 
ment. He  was  tried  and  condemned,  after  months  of  uncer- 
tainty, and  was  beheaded  at  Winchester,  31  May,  1076. 
According  to  Freeman  the  King  was  '‘not  disposed  to  deal 
harshly  with  him,  but  Judith  stood  forth  as  the  accuser  of  her 
husband  in  the  ears  of  her  uncle.”  And  again,  “Norman 
enemies  feared  his  release,  and  hungered  after  his  lands  and 
honours.”  He  was  the  only  person  sentenced  to  death  by 
the  Conqueror. 

For  once  in  his  reign,  William  was  to  stain  his  hands  with  blood,  blood 
not  shed  on  the  field  of  battle,  but  by  a mockery  of  a judicial  sentence, 
blood  which  as  far  as  the  cause  for  which  it  was  shed  was  concerned,  was 
innocent.  Nothing  but  the  keenest  conviction  of  danger  could  have  led 
William  to  this  marked  departure  from  his  usual  policy,  that  policy  which,  in 

his  own  eyes  and  in  the  eyes  of  his  age,  was  a policy  of  mercy 

As  the  victim  of  the  Norman  King,  as  the  last  Englishman  who  held  a 
high  secular  ofl&ce  under  his  government,  as  the  one  man  whom,  in  the 
whole  course  of  his  reign,  William  sent  to  the  scaffold  on  a political  charge, 
he  won  the  abiding  love  of  Englishmen.  And  that  love  took  the  usual 
form ; in  accordance  with  the  invariable  feeling  of  the  age,  the  patriot  was 
enrolled,  by  the  popular  voice  at  least,  in  the  list  of  saints  and  martyrs. 
(Freeman.) 

But,  the  historian  maintains,  it  is  not  easy  to  see  why  this 
should  have  been  so.  A single  act  of  bravery  is  all  that  is 
recorded  to  justify  his  reputation  as  a soldier  ; he  was  mani- 
festly unreliable  ; some  acts  of  his  private  life  are  ‘ ' if  not 
specially  criminal,  at  least  not  specially  honourable  ” ; and  one 
frightful  crime  disgraced  his  government  of  his  earldom. 
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But  yet  he  was  said  to  be  a deeply  religious  man : and  his 
liberality  to  the  Church  is  undoubted.  Among  other  benefac- 
tions he  enriched  Crowland  with  the  lordship  of  Barnack. 
Per  CGiitra  he  was  engaged  in  transactions  ‘ ‘ of  doubtful 
honesty  ” in  detaining  lands  lawfully  belonging  to  the  abbey 
of  Peterborough. 

More  than  for  his  liberality  during  his  lifetime  he  was  held  in 
honour  at  Crowland  for  his  burial  there,  and  for  the  miracles 
which  were  reported  to  have  taken  place  at  his  tomb.  Though 
indeed  reports  were  circulated  that  the  miracles  had  begun  at 
the  very  place  of  execution.  He  was  saying  aloud  the  Lord’s 
Prayer,  and  had  got  to  “Lead  us  not  into  temptation,”  when 
the  executioner  struck  off  his  head.  After  which  the  head,  in 
the  hearing  of  all,  in  a loud  and  clear  voice  said,  ‘ ‘ But  deliver 
us  from  evil.”  His  body  was  laid  in  the  ground  without  any 
honour  : some  said  on  the  downs  where  he  was  beheaded, 
some  said  on  the  highway.  “But  there  was  one  place  above 
all  in  England  where  the  name  of  the  martyred  Earl  was 
precious  both  in  life  and  death.  On  an  island  in  the  dreariest 
part  of  the  fens  of  Holland  stood  the  monastery  of  Saint 
Guthlac  of  Crowland.”  A few  days  only  after  the  execution 
the  Abbot  of  Crowland  applied  for  the  body  to  be  delivered  to 
him.  Judith,  “whether  to  save  appearances  or  really  smitten 
with  remorse,”  joined  in  the  application;  and  leave  was 
granted.  At  first  the  body  was  interred  in  the  chapter-house  ; 
and  the  reports  of  miracles  performed  at  his  tomb  were  spread 
abroad  by  Abbot  Ulfcytel,  and  gave  much  offence  to  many, 
and  particularly  to  Ivo  Tailbois,  through  whose  influence  the 
Abbot  was  deposed.  He  was  succeeded  by  Ingulf,  by  whom 
the  martyr’s  bones  were  transferred  into  the  church.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Clironicon  Petribiorgense  the  body,  in  the  16th  year 
after  death,  was  found  whole  as  on  the  day  of  burial,  and  the 
head  re-united  to  the  body,  a thin  red  line  alone  marking  the 
place  of  decapitation.  ‘ ‘ Further  miracles,  miracles  of  healing, 
were  of  course  wrought  at  the  tomb  of  the  translated  hero.” 
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Orderic’s  account  of  Ingulf’s  translation  of  the  body  is 
practically  identical  with  that  in  the  chronicle,  and  often  in 
identical  words.  The  next  Abbot,  Geoffrey,  though  not  an 
Englishman,  much  encouraged  the  reverence  paid  to  Waltheof’s 
memory,  hoping,  as  Freeman  unkindly  suggests,  to  derive 
funds  for  his  work  in  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  minster. 
The  account  of  Geoffrey’s  vision  of  the  patron  Saints  of  the 
monastery,  SS.  Bartholomew  and  Guthlac,  as  given  in  the 
Chronicon,  is  very  quaint : — 

Sequent!  nocte,  dum  abbas  hsec  animo  revolvens  in  lecto  quiesceret,  quasi 
ad  loculum  martyris,  videt  sanctum  Bartholommum  caput  corpori  con- 
junctum  tenentem,  et  dicentem,  “Acephalus  non  est.”  Cui  sanctus 
Guthlacus  stans  ad  martyris  pedes,  respondit,  “ Noster  comes  est,”  Deinde 
sanctus  Bartholomsus,  versum  terminans,  sic  adjecit,  “ Modo  rex  est.” 

The  D.N.B.,  paraphrasing  this  story,  says  that  Geoffrey, 
for  reverencing  the  memory  of  the  earl,  “was  rewarded  with 
a vision  of  Waltheof  in  company  with  St.  Bartholomew  and 
St.  Guthlac,  when  the  apostle  and  the  hermit  made  up  by 
their  alternate  remarks  an  hexameter  line  to  the  effect  that 
Waltheof  was  no  longer  headless,  and,  though  he  had  been  an 
earl,  was  then  a king.”  On  hearing  rumours  of  these  things 
the  English  were  greatly  rejoiced,  and  the  people  came  in 
crowds  (frequenter  adcurrunt)  to  the  tomb  of  the  Saint,  their 
fellow-patriot. 

It  was  not  till  more  than  a century  later,  in  1219,  that  a 
handsome  marble  tomb  was  erected,  with  an  efi&gy,  and  the 
body  was  again  translated.  A Latin  epitaph,  in  26  hex- 
ameter lines,  by  William,  one  of  the  monks,  puts  the  whole 
discredit  of  Waltheof’s  execution  upon  his  wife  Judith. 

In  Chroniques  Anglo-Normandes  is  a tract  entitled  ‘ ‘ Miracula 
Sancti  Waldevi  gloriosi  martyris.”  This  tract,  together  with  a 
“Vita  et  Passio,”  is  said  to  be  taken  from  a manuscript  in  the 
library  of  the  town  of  Douai,  and  to  be  of  date  of  the  end  of  the 
twelfth  or  beginning  of  the  thirteenth  century.  There  are 
twelve  cures  recorded  ; and  they  appea  r to  have  been  selected 
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with  the  view  of  shewing  to  how  many  different  places  the 
benefits  extended. 

I.  Eeginald,  a deaf  man  of  Lolsworth,  near  Cambridge, 
restored  to  hearing  after  praying  at  the  tomb  of  S.  Waldevus. 

II.  Eadulfus,  a young  blind  man  from  Ludington,  who 
went  to  Eamsey  to  pay  tribute,  was  taken  by  a monk  of 
Eamsey  to  pray  at  the  tomb  of  S.  Waldevus,  and  was  restored 
to  sight. 

III.  A blind  woman  from  Sleaford  who  had  not  seen  for 
five  years. 

IV.  A lame  young  girl  from  Stretton,  in  Leicestershire, 
who  went  about  leading  her  blind  brother  (s%i  fratris  ceci 
ductrix  ). 

V.  An  idiot  boy  from  Whaplode. 

VI.  A blind  woman  from  Stamford,  named  Elgyra,  three 
years  blind. 

VII.  Another  woman  from  Stamford,  Scotsgate,  blind  for 
four  years,  with  other  infirmities. 

VIII.  Osmond,  of  Moulton  in  Holland,  hearing  of  these 
miracles,  took  his  daughter,  a girl  of  tender  age,  to  the  tomb, 
and  she  was  cured. 

IX.  Godricus,  an  old  blind  man  of  Yaxley. 

X.  A woman  from  Skirbeck,  long  blind.  “Quisunquam 
mortalium,  nisi  dementia  captus  et  furiis  inferni  agitatus,  hunc 
martyrem  tarn  signipotentem  non  honoret,  veneretur  et  pre- 
dicet  ? ” 

XI.  A boy  from  some  Crowland  property  in  Leicestershire, 
five  years  old,  blind  from  birth. 

XII.  A woman  of  Norman  descent  (pago  ncn'mannico 
oriunda  materfamilias  religiosa ),  given  up  by  the  doctors, 
cured  of  dropsy. 
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It  may  be  added  that  the  martyred  Earl’s  grandson  was  also 
canonised.  He  was  S.  Waltheof,  Abbot  of  Melrose,  who  died 
in  1159.  His  mother  was  daughter  of  our  Earl  Waltheof, 
Matilda,  wife  of  Simon  de  Senlis,  Earl  of  Northampton.  Also 
that  this  same  Matilda  married,  for  her  second  husband,  David, 
son  of  Malcolm  and  Margaret,  afterwards  King  David  I.  of 
Scotland  ; so  that  Earl  Waltheof  is  one  of  the  ancestors  of  our 
present  King.  Ed. 

1 239. — Carthusians  in  the  Fens.—Some  two  or  three 
years  ago,  in  view  of  their  contemplated  expulsion  from  their 
country,  the  French  Carthusians  formed  the  design  of  settling 
in  Cambridgeshire,  and  indeed  actually  acquired  by  purchase 
an  estate  somewhere  between  Ely  and  Peterborough.  They 
are  said  to  have  given  as  much  as  £10,000  for  the  land.  But 
the  bargain  had  been  made  by  an  agent  ; and  when  the 
earliest  arrivals  from  France  came  to  see  the  place  they  soon 
decided  it  would  not  do  for  them,  and  found  more  suitable 
land  in  Essex.  They  incurred  a very  considerable  loss  in 
thus  changing  their  plans. 

Where,  precisely,  was  the  property  which  was  thus 
purchased  for  the  Carthusians,  and  then  rejected  ? Was  it 
near  March  ? M.W.S. 

1 240. — Manor  of  Surfleet. — This  extract,  from  Gent.  Mag. 
May,  1791,  is  supplied  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Bealby. 

Copy  of  the  Donation  of  Sir  Philip  de  Rey,  Kt.,  of  the  Parish  of 
Surfleet,  co.  Line,,  of  their  Common  Marsh. 

Be  it  known  to  all  the  sons  of  our  Holy  Mother  Church,  that  I,  Philip  de 
Rey,  Knight,  lord  of  Gosberkyrke  and  lord  of  Surfleet,  have  given,  granted, 
and  confirmed  by  this  my  deed  to  my  son  Thomas  de  Rey,  Kt„  and 
to  his  heirs,  and  to  his  tenants,  and  to  all  dwelling  or  inhabiting  in 
Surfleet,  for  ever,  all  that  salt  marsh  of  mine  in  Surfleet  aforesaid,  lying 
between  Surfleet  ea  and  Saltney  on  the  south  part,  and  the  fields  called  the 
embanked  or  fenced  fields  and  my  salt  marsh  of  Gosberkyrke  on  the  north 
side,  with  the  increase  and  decrease  of  the  sea,  as  our  lord  King  Henry 
gave  and  granted  the  aforesaid  salt  marsh  for  ever  to  Robert  de  Rey,  my 
father,  and  to  his  heirs,  together  with  the  lordship  at  Surfleet,  so  that 
Sir  Thomas  de  Rey,  my  son,  and  his  heirs,  hereafter  lords  of  Surfleet,  and 
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their  tenants  dwelling  or  inhabiting  there,  shall  enjoy,  keep,  and  possess 
the  aforesaid  salt  marsh,  with  the  increase  and  decrease  aforesaid,  for  a 
common  pasture  for  their  cattle,  to  be  used  by  them  whensoever  they 
please,  at  all  times  and  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  for  ever,  as  a gift  of 
charity  for  the  salvation  of  my  soul,  and  my  wife’s,  and  of  all  my  ancestors, 
and  my  sons,  and  of  the  aforesaid  Thomas  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  lords  of 
Surfleet  or  elsewhere,  so  that  neither  I,  Philip  de  Eey,  nor  my  heirs,  nor 
anyone  belonging  to  us,  shall,  by  any  means  whatsoever,  attempt  to 
alienate  this  aforesaid  marsh  with  its  appurtenances,  but  that  it  shall 
remain  a common  for  ever,  as  has  been  before  declared.  It  is  to  be  held 
free  from  disputes  or  lawsuits,  peaceably  and  honourably,  by  the  aforesaid 
Thomas,  my  son,  and  his  heirs,  for  the  inhabitants  of  Surfleet  for 
ever.  Amen. 

And  I Philip  de  Key,  and  my  heirs,  will  defend  and  secure  the  afore- 
said salt  marsh  to  my  aforesaid  son,  Thomas  de  Eey,  and  his  heirs,  as  has 
been  before  mentioned,  against  all  men  for  ever  : it  is  to  be  held  from  the 
Earl  of  Kichmond.  Excepting  nevertheless,  and  which  is  always  to  be 
excepted  from  this  my  donation,  two  salt  pits  and  one  acre  of  land 
(containing  fifteen  acres  of  land)  on  each  side  of  the  river  of  Surfleet  ea, 
as  aforesaid,  and  near  to  the  east  part  of  the  embanked  fields  aforesaid, 
which  I lately  gave  to  William  de  Cressy,  my  esquire,  and  to  his  heirs. 
And  that  this  donation  may  be  of  full  force,  I have  set  my  seal  to  this  my 
present  writing  before  these  witnesses : — 

Lord  Eeymondus,  Dean  of  Lincoln 

Ealph,  son  of  Thomas  de  Dodsworth 

John  Francis 

Alexander  a Hiptoft 

Eldred  de  la  Ford 

Philip  de  Carleby 

William  de  Cressy 

Allen  de  Helpriston 

Clement  de  Eysgate 

Thomas  de  Pinchbeck 

Alexander  de  Chiel 

Peter  de  Cust  of  Pinchbeck 

Nicholas  de  Belnesse 

John  de  Hodyl 

and  many  others. 

Examined  R.  Brownbowe. 


1 241 Croppenbergh  Family. — I should  be  much  obliged 
for  any  information  as  to  the  marriage  of  George  Sherard  and 
Ann  Croppenbergh,  which  took  place  prior  to  1652.  Mary 
Croppenbergh  (mother  of  Ann)  in  her  Will  (proved  1652) 
describes  herself  as  a widow.  The  family  tradition  is  that 
the  father  of  Ann  Croppenbergh,  was  a London  Merchant 
and  was  one  of  those  who  carried  out  the  drainage  of 
the  Fens. 

Cork  Herald  of  Arms,  PeiecE  G.  MahoNY. 

Office  of  Arms,  Dublin  Castle. 


Lynn  Wood  at  Cambridge. 
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1 242. — Lynn  Wood  at  Cambridge,— We  learn  from  The 

Architectural  History  of  the  University  of  Cambridge,  by  Willis 
and  Clark,  that  the  woodwork  for  the  interior  of  the  great 
Hall  at  Trinity  College  was  obtained  from  Lynn.  A note  of 
the  agreement  between  the  College  and  Andrew  Chapman  for 
the  panel- work,  dated  21  Feb.,  1605,  says  : — 

Item  given  to  Andrew  Chapman  in  earnest  to  seele  ye  Hall  w^ii 
waynscott  and  worke  in  such  sorte  as  is  set  downe  in  a covenant  betwixt 
vs  and  for  such  prises  iijii.  vj^.  viijd. 

Exclusive  of  this  earnest-money  Chapman  received  £40  for 
the  work.  The  wood  had  been  previously  purchased  at 
Lynn.”  On  2 Feb.,  the  College  accounts  have  this  entry, 
“Inprimis  paid  for  one  hundred  waynscottes  bought  at  Lynne 
Marte  xxvj^V’  And  at  a later  date  is  this,  “Item  paid  for 
horshier  [horse-hire]  for  my  self  and  one  to  goe  with  me  to 
provide  waynscottes  Lead  and  Deale  planks,  being  abroade  vj 
daies  at  Lynne  xiiij®.” 

The  wood  so  purchased  at  Lynn  seems  to  have  been 
required  not  only  for  the  panel-work  in  the  interior  of  the 
Hall,  but  also  for  the  great  Screen,  “ which  is  the  most 
beautiful  part  of  the  wood-work.”  It  is  probable  that 
Chapman  had  some  share  in  this  work,  though  the  contract 
was  entrusted  to  Francis  Carter. 

1243. — A History  of  the  Isle  of  Ely. — Among  the 
voluminous  collection  of  transcripts  left  by  Mr.  Maurice 
Johnson  (1688 — 1755),  founder  and  Secretary  of  the  Gentle- 
men’s Society  at  Spalding,  barrister  and  antiquary,  are  two 
volumes  relating  to  the  history  of  the  Isle  of  Ely.  The  title 
of  Vol.  I.  is  as  follows : — 

INSULA  ELY  COM.  CANTEBRIG 
NOEFOLC  ET  LINCOLN 

in  duobus  libris  per  Mauricium  Johnson  I.  C.  Hon^^®  Inter 
Templi  socium  et  E.  Arney  I.  C.  clicum  cur : sewerar  apud 
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Wysebeach  1600  continentibus  historias  Civ.  Eccliam  Chartas, 
Eegum  et  Nobilium  Benefactorum  Patrimon  : St®  Etheldredse 
ibidem  LL.  Semerarum  et  de  Imbankacoibus  liber  primus 
continet  folia  lx.  Liber  secundus  folia  ccxlv.  quib. 

Gyrviorum  Anglice  mediterraneorum  plura  ab  antiquo 
acta  memorantur. 

This  volume  contains  nothing  which  is  not  to  be  found  in 
Bentham’s  History  of  Ely.  A lawyer  might  have  thrown 
some  light  on  the  criminal  procedure  of  the  mediaeval  times. 
The  Bishops’  registers  must  contain  many  a calendar  of  the 
crimes  and  trials  of  the  people : but  the  advocate  ignores 
them. 

The  second  volume,  which  consists  of  transcripts  of  the 
commissions  and  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  Sewers 
for  the  Isle,  has  this  dedication  : — 

To  my  learned  and  Worthy  friend 

Thomas  Peirson  of  the  Middle  Temple  esquire  councellor  at 
law  and  Clerk  of  his  Majesties  Court  of  Commissioners  of 
Sewers  for  his  hundred  of  Wisheach  in  the  Isle  of  Ely  &c. 
Keeper  of  the  records  there.  One  of  the  comburgesses  of  the 
Town  of  Wisbeach  St.  Peter’s  and  of  the  co-founders  of  a 
society  of  Literati  there  holden  and  for  augmenting  and  pre- 
serving the  public  Library  in  the  parish  church  over  the  great 
Porch  there. 

In  grateful  acknowledgment  of  his  having  accommodated 
me  with  many  of  the  charters,  patents,  instruments,  acts, 
laws,  orders,  ordinances,  institutions  from  the  books,  rolls  and 
other  records  and  MSS.  in  his  office  and  custody  this  Second 
Part  or  Book  of  this  volume  entitled  Insula  Ely  Com  Cantrbrig 
Norfolk  et  Lincoln  and  of  many  other  favours  by  that  bene- 
ficent and  well-experienced  Gentleman  for  several  years  done 
by  his  kind  communications  is  humbly  subscribed  by  his  much 
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obliged  Friend  and  fellow  practicer  at  the  Assizes  holden  for 
the  Jurisdiction  of  the  said  Liberty  of  the  Isle  of  Ely. 

Maurice  Johnson  Jun’’. 

The  history  relates  to  the  two  hundreds  of  the  Isle,  as 
granted  to  Bishop  Harvey,  which  extends  from  Tidd-bridge  to 
Upware,  and  from  Bishopsdelf  to  Nene  river  near  Peter- 
borough. The  Old  Isle,  the  domain  of  the  Abbots,  was  seven 
miles  long,  from  Cottingham-lode  to  Abbotsdelf,  and  four 
miles  wide  from  Churchmere  to  Stretham  mere.  Since  A.D. 
1190,  when  the  bishopric  was  erected,  Abbotsdelf  has  been 
known  as  Bishopsdelf.  This  old  landmark,  on  the  east  of  the 
Ouse,  was  cut  at  the  instance  of  Abbot  Brithnot.  In  1180, 
when  the  Exchequer  Domesday  was  compiled,  the  Inquisitio 
Eliensis  describes  the  eleven  villages  in  the  Isle : Wiecheam, 
Wichford,  Sutton,  Winteword,  Stratham,  Haddreham,  Wilber- 
ton,  Litelport,  Dunham,  Stuntneia,  and  Littleteodford.^ 

L.G. 

1 244— Memorials  of  Peterborough.— In  Walcott’s  little 
book  with  this  title,  published  in  1865,  occur  the  following 
passages  relating  to  the  cathedral.  They  contain  matter 
which  I do  not  remember  to  have  seen  elsewhere.  I should 
be  glad  if  any  correspondent  could  give  authorities  for 
Walcott’s  statements. 

John  de  Ponti  informed  Cromwell  that  on  the  day  before  Anna 
Boleyn  was  beheaded  the  taper  round  the  hearse  [of  Queen  Katherine] 
kindled,  and  after  matins  quenched  themselves  (^.  29). 

When  James  I.  removed  his  mother,  Oct.  11,  1612,  to  another  grave  in 
Westminster  Abbey,  the  folks  of  Peterborough  said  that  the  Stuarts  would 
never  prosper,  since  the  dead  had  been  moved  in  their  graves  (jp.  30). 

There  was  an  effigy  of  Abbot  Holderness,  who  died  1226,  on  the  day 
he  took  possession  ; and  when  his  grave  was  opened  some  years  since,  his 
body  was  foand  to  be  headless  (^.  31). 

M.W.S. 

* The  Inquisition  was  printed  by  the  Royal  Society  of  Literature  in  1876. 
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1245  — Yicars  of  Budham. — Although  East  and  West 
Rudham,  Norfolk,  are  a few  miles  beyond  the  strict  boundary 
of  the  Fenland  district,  I hope  I may  be  allowed  to  enquire  if 
any  of  your  correspondents  can  tell  me  when  and  where 
Thomas  Bland,  Vicar  1805-51,  was  born  and  educated  ; and 
if  he  was  a graduate  of  any  University.  Dr.  Ralph  Tatham, 
Master  of  S.  John’s  College,  Cambridge,  and  the  Rev.  Charles 
Porter,  of  Augnamullen,  Ballibray,  were  his  executors.  Any 
information  would  also  be  acceptable  as  to  Joseph  Faulder, 
Vicar  in  1785-6.  Mistletoe. 

1246—  Weldon  Family. — I shall  be  much  obliged  for 
any  information  concerning  Thomas  (?)  Weldon,  of  Weldon,  in 
Staffordshire  (?)  possibly  Northamptonshire  or  Northumber- 
land. He  had  four  sons  : Walter,  M.P.  for  Athy,  1613,  married 
Jane,  daughter  of  John  Ryder,  Bishop  of  Killaloe  : William, 
married  (?)  Jane,  daughter  of  John  Bolton,  of  Great  Fenton, 
Staffordshire : Robert,  married  (in  1616,  at  St.  Mary  Le 
Strand,  London)  Katherine  Bambridge,  Bainbridge,  or  Barn- 
brick,  of  Apeley,  (?)  Cumberland:  and  Thomas,  married  Anne, 
daughter  of  Edmund  Blood,  of  Dunboyne,  Co.  Meath.  They 
settled  in  Ireland  towards  the  end  of  the  16th  Century. 

Kilmorony,  Athy.  A.  WelDON,  Bakt. 

1 247—  Inscription  at  Crowland— In  the  cavetto,  or 
hollow  chamfer,  of  the  arch  on  the  north  side  of  that  part  of 
Crowland  Abbey  which  is  now  used  as  the  parish  church,  are 
the  remains  of  a short  inscription  in  black  letter.  When 
noticed  at  all  this  inscription  has  been  described  as  too  much 
worn  to  be  read.  I think  that  every  time  I have  been  inside  the 
church  I have  tried  to  decypher  it.  After  repeated  attempts, 
with  the  aid  of  a field-glass,  I have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  words  form  the  latter  part  of  a couplet,  to  this  effect : — 

....  me  of  ^\3  state 

look  Bou  kepe  from  soDegn  bate. 


Ed. 
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Mr,  D.  P.  Updike,  of  the  Merrymount  Press,  Boston, 

Li.S.A.,  announces  a new  edition  of  the  History  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in 
Narragansett,  Rhode  Island,  in  two  volumes,  A list  of  more  than  200 
families  mentioned  more  or  less  fully  gives  a large  number  of  names 
familiar  to  English  genealogists.  The  work  contains  numerous  illustrations, 
including  fifty  full-page  portraits. 

The  Gypsy  Lore  Society,  formed  in  1888,  for  four  years 
published  a quarterly  journal,  with  contributions  from  aU  the  most  eminent 
Romani  scholars.  The  Society,  since  1892,  has  been  in  abeyance;  but  as  a 
mass  of  new  information  has  meanwhile  accumulated,  it  is  now  to  be 
revived,  under  Mr.  David  MacRitchie,  its  original  founder,  and  the  first 
number  of  the  new  series  of  the  journal  is  to  be  issued  on  1 July.  The 
Honorary  Secretary  is  Mr,  R.  A.  Scott  Macfie,  6,  Hope  Place,  Liverpool. 
Among  the  chief  members  are  Mr.  J.  Sampson,  whom  The  AthencBurii 
describes  as  “the  greatest  master  now  living  of  all  varieties  of  Romany, 
and,  possibly,  the  greatest  that  ever  lived,”  and  Mr.  Theodore  Watts-Dunton, 
who  will  contribute  to  one  of  the  earliest  numbers. 

The  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society  has  issued 
a list  of  Genealogies  in  Preparation,  which  contains  the  names  of  upwards 
of  500  families.  The  great  majority  are  given  with  the  names  of  their 
American  settlements  only : but  possibly  nearly  all  trace  their  descent 
from  English  ancestors.  Several  entries  give  “ England,”  vaguely,  as  the 
cradle  of  the  race,  occasionally  with  the  county : but  the  only  name  we 
notice  as  distinctly  belonging  to  our  district  is  that  of  William  Stamp,  of 
Lincolnshire,  Esq.  The  address  of  the  Society  is  18,  Somerset  Street, 
Boston,  Mass.,  U.S.A. 

Eeceived  smce  March,  1907 : — Miscellanea  Genealogica  et 
Heraldica,  4th  S.,  ii.,  5;  The  Naturalist,  602;  Notes  and  Quei'ies  for 
Somerset  and  Dorset,  77 ; Wiltshire  Notes  and  Queries,  66  ; Lincolnshire 
Notes  and  Queries,  74;  The  Berks,  Bucks  Oxon  Arehceologieol  Journal, 
xiii.,  1;  Ti(e  Virginia  Magazine,  siv.,  4;  Wiltshire  Notes  and  Queries,  57; 
The  Rutland  Magazine,  iii.,  2 ; The  Naturalist,  600 — 605. 
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1248— The  Sexton’s  (or  Sacristan’s)  Barn  at  Peter- 
borough.— Some  sixty  years  ago  there  stood  at  the  west  end 
of  Cowgate,  and  on  the  north  side,  an  interesting  relic  of 
monastic  days,  known  as  Sexton  Barns  or  more  correctly 
Sexton’s  Barn,  as  it  was  originally  devoted  to  the  use  of  the 
Sacristan  of  the  Monastery.  Natives  of  the  city,  who  would 
be  boys  when  the  barn  was  still  standing,  seem  almost  to  have 
forgotten  the  site  on  which  it  stood,  and  speak  vaguely  about 
its  being  “somewhere  about  where  the  Great  Northern  Station 
now  stands.”  Such  was  not  the  case  however,  for  the  barn 
stood  much  further  south  and  nearer  the  road,  as  shown  in  the 
accompanying  illustration.  It  occupied  ground  just  north  of 
the  present  G.N.R.  gates  ; and  the  buildings  extended  eastward 
to  the  corner  of  St.  Leonard’s  Street,  which  is  one  of  the 
old  thoroughfares  of  the  city. 

Having  been  fortunate  in  meeting  with  a citizen  born  in 
Peterborough,  whose  father  was  employed  on  the  premises, 
and  who  is  the  possessor  of  a good  memory,  I have  en- 
deavoured to  collect  what  information  I could  from  him  as  to 
the  last  days  of  the  barn.  He  considers  the  illustration  (which 
is  drawn  from  an  old  steel-plate  engraving),  a good  one  ; and 
at  once  recognised  what  it  is  intended  to  represent.  The 
building  on  the  right  was,  at  the  time  he  alludes  to,  1846-48, 
used  as  a slaughter  house  by  a butcher  named  Thomas 
Jackson.  This  was  at  the  corner  of  St.  Leonard’s  Street. 
Next  came  the  dwelling  house,  occupied  by  a Frank  Daukes, 
who  was  farming  man  for  Mr.  Samuel  Taverner,  the  tenant  of 
the  farm,  and  also  landlord  of  the  “Angel”  Hotel,  Peter- 
borough. The  barn  portion  began  beyond  the  stack  of 
chimneys  in  the  centre.  The  building  was  of  undressed 
stone,  with  a roof  of  grey  slates.  When  the  change  from 
barn  to  farm  house  was  made  I cannot  ascertain  ; though  not 
improbably  it  was  soon  after  the  dissolution  of  the  Monastery 
(1539)  when  so  large  a structure  would  not  be  required  for  the 
produce  of  a single  farm. 
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Its  demolition  was  caused  by  the  requirements  of  the  Great 
Northern  Railway  Company,  who,  having  in  1848  completed 
their  Lincolnshire  line,  connecting  Peterborough  with  York, 
via  Spalding,  Boston,  and  Lincoln,  were  pushing  forward  the 
line  between  London  and  Peterborough,  which  was  opened 
August  5th,  1850.  The  Midland  Railway  was  the  first  to 
threaten  the  barn,  but  eventually  passed  just  westward  of  it, 
leaving  it  undisturbed. 

Earlier  records  of  this  monastic  barn  are  very  meagre,  none 
of  the  historians  of  Peterborough  saying  when  it  was  built  or 
who  was  the  builder.  In  the  supplement  to  Symon  Gunton’s 
“History  of  the  Church  of  Peterburgh,”  it  is  said  of  Abbot 
Robert  de  Lyndsey,  1214-1222,  “barns  he  built  in  several 
places”;  and  the  same  authority,  speaking  of  Abbot  Walter 
de  St.  Edmund’s,  1233-1246,  says  “he  built  an  incredible 
number  of  barns,  or  granges,  or  ox  stalls,  or  summer  houses.” 
Possibly  one  of  these  abbots  was  the  builder.  Gunton,  in  his 
inventory,  taken  at  the  dissolution  of  the  Monastery,  mentions 
“The  Barnes”  as  containing  “Fifty  loads  of  Hay  by 
estimate,”  and  doubtless  refers  to  the  Sacristan’s  Barn,  and 
the  Tithe  Barn  at  Boroughbury. 

It  is  not  until  comparatively  recent  years  that  any  accounts 
of  the  size  of  the  barns  are  given  ; and  these  prove  somewhat 
conflicting.  Mr.  John  Bridges,  in  his  history  of  Northampton- 
shire, after  alluding  to  the  Barn  at  Boroughbury,  which  he 
describes  as  “from  North  to  South  140ft.  long,  and  in 
breadth  32ft.,  exclusive  of  the  porch  or  entrance,”  says,  “At 
the  west  end  of  Cowgate  Street  is  Sexton’s  Barn,  nearly  of  the 
same  dimensions  with  the  former,  and  taking  its  name  from 
the  Sacristan  of  the  Convent,  to  whom  it  belonged.”  Later, 
Mr.  Mackenzie  Walcott,  in  his  “Memorials  of  Peterborough,” 
describes  it  as  having  been  “of  large  dimensions,”  but  gives  no 
measurements.  Lastly,  we  have  measurements  given  by  the 
late  Sir  Henry  Dryden,  and  apparently  taken  by  himself. 
Writing  an  account  of  the  Ely  Tithe  Barn,  which  was 
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destroyed  about  1892,  he  compares  its  size  with  those  at 
Peterborough  : — 

Length.  Breadth. 

Ft.  In.  Ft.  In. 

Ely 219  6 ...  39  5 

Peterborough,  Boroughbury  144  3 ...  33  0 
Ditto,  Sexton’s  Barn  ...  90  0 ...  27  0 

It  will  be  at  once  noticed  how  great  a discrepancy  there  is 
between  the  length  suggested  by  Bridges  and  that  given  by  Sir 
H.  Dryden.  This  may  be  explained  by  part  of  the  original 
barn,  mentioned  by  the  former,  having  been  converted  into  the 
dwelling  house,  shown  in  the  illustration.  This  is  the  more 
probable  inasmuch  as  the  breadth  given  by  both  writers  is 
approximately  the  same  as  regards  the  Boroughbury  Barn 
with  which  the  other  is  compared. 

One  other  indignity  the  old  building  suffered  before  it  was 
levelled  with  the  ground.  It  ceased  to  be  a barn  ; a floor 
was  put  in,  supported  by  wooden  posts,  the  upper  chamber 
was  used  as  a granary,  and  lighted  by  openings,  with  shutters, 
as  may  be  seen  in  the  sketch.  The  lower  portion  was  then 
used  as  a cart  or  waggon  hovel.  Thus  the  building  which  had 
sheltered  the  rich  stores  of  the  Monastery  of  Burgh  became  a 
dilapidated  granary.  The  stonework  both  of  barn  and  house, 
bought  by  a local  builder,  was  conveyed  over  the  river  to 
Fletton,  and  now  stands  opposite  the  home  of  the  writer  ; 
having  been  rebuilt  into  several  small  dwelling  houses,  named 
by  the  builder  “Saxon  Villas,”  perhaps  with  the  idea  of 
perpetuating  a memory  of  their  origin.  G.  C,  Castee. 

1 249.— Walpole  Registers, — Forty  years  ago  the  late 
Rev.  E.  J.  Howman,  then  Rector  of  Bexwell, ' communicated 
to  the  pages  of  The  East  Anglian  some  extracts  from  the 
Walpole  Registers.  They  are  specially  noteworthy  from  the 
comments,  mostly  in  Latin,  added  to  many  entries  in  the  18th 
century.  Some  of  these  comments  are  from  Horace,  or 
adapted  from  his  lines  ; one,  at  least,  is  from  Virgil ; one  is 
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from  Ennius.  Our  readers  will,  we  think,  be  interested  in 
these  extracts : and  the  greater  number  are  accordingly  here 
reproduced.  A few,  which  are  of  too  outspoken  a nature  to 
be  suited  for  general  reading,  are  omitted  : and  one  or  two 
slips  in  the  Latin,  manifestly  misprints,  are  corrected  : also  a 
few  contractions  are  expanded. 

In  one  book,  the  entries  relating  to  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew  are  at 
one  end,  and  those  relating  to  St.  Peter  at  the  other  end,  reversed,  and 
at  each  end  are  the  following : — 

Eegistrum.  Baptizata  nomina  talium  infantium  qui  nati  fnere  post 
vicesimum  diem  Junii  anno  domini,  1696,  in  parochia  St.  Peter  apud 
Walpoole  in  agro  'N'orfolciense. 

Eegistrum  S^i  Andre^e  apud  Walpoole  continens  designata  nomina 
talium  infantium  qui  nati  fuere  post  vicesimum  diem  Junii  in  parochia 
predicta. 

A register  of  Births  in  Walpool  St.  Andrews,  of  the  names  and 
qualities  of  such  as  are  concerned  therein,  by  a late  act  of  Parliament, 
commencing  from  Aug.  1,  1698. 

Marriages  in  Walpool  S^.  Andrews,  with  the  names  and  quality  of 
such  persons,  together  with  ye  places  of  their  abode,  as  directed  by  a late 
Act  of  Parliament  commencing  Aug.  1,  1698. 

1705.  Memorandum.  Thomas  Sauve,  an  Anabaptist  of  this  parish, 
has  buried  some  children,  as  I have  been  informed,  since  Lady  day  last  in 
Walsoken,  but  I have  not  had  an  account  of  the  number,  and  do  desire  y® 
Commissioners  would  be  pleased  to  enquire  into  this  case  and  to  give  such 
direction  as  may  secure  the  Queen’s  duty. 

1704.  Gulielmus  Hart  hujus  Parochite  Eector  et  Eegistrarius  oper® 
pretium  esse  sensit  memorabilis  anni  ultimo  elapsi  sequentes  sepulturas 
posteris  mandate. 

l“io  quod  predicta  Elizabetha  Holmes  octogesimo  anno  setatis  et 
virginitatis  sepulta  memorabile  exemplum  longtevitatis  et  cselibatus  ac  una 
eademque  feemina  usquam  ....  reliquit. 

2ndo  Johannes  Jackson  Pater  et  filii  adulti  Gulielmus  et  Thomas 
eodem  die  viz.,  ffebruarii  8^o  1704°  sepulti  essent.  (memorandum  sisto 
presentibus  posterisque  triumphantes  mortis  spectaculum  et  quod  super- 
ioribus  hujus  parochiani  registri  annis  non  ?equandum  est.) 

Gul.  Hart,  Eector  et  Yicarius, 
Martii  25,  1704. 

1711.  Susanna,  d.  of  W“.  Hare  and  Mary  Nata  meridiem  circiter 
die  proxime. 

1725.^  Thomas  Colborn,  Master  of  Arts,  late  Fellow  of  C.  C.  C.  Oxon, 
& Chaplain  to  Henry  Lord  Coleraine,  Yicar  of  ^Yalpoole,  was  made  Mr. 
Fysh’s  Curate,  Feb.  2,  1726,  & continued  such  till  . In  his 

time  a monthly  sacrament  was  introduced  by  God’s  blessing  in  both 
parishes,  & prayers  read  daily  throughout  the 'year  at  St.  Peter’s.  The 
children  were  catechised  & performed  to  admiration  thrice  a week,  & the 
Catechism  was  expounded  all  the  Summer.  In  his  time,  the  beautiful 
church  of  St.  Peter  rec't.  many  improvements,  & at  his  request,  L«i.  Coleraine 
caused  the  pillars  to  be  painted  at  his  own  expence,  in  1736.  Non  nobis 
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Domine  sed  tuo  nomini,  &c but  ....  use  . . . .*  it  for  nothing 

till  Candlemas  following. 

1732.  Bur.  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Little, 

O qua  flebilis  omnibus  occidit. 

Nulli  flebilior  quam  mihi  quam  meis. 

Epidemical  sickness  one  weekly  bill  of  mortality  in  London  amount- 
ing to  1688. 

1734.  Bur.  Ealph  Pearson  (Xtiana  sepultura  indignissimus). 

Bur.  W“.,  son  of  Jonas  Wood  (Perditissimorum  consortio 
perditus). 

Bur.  Ann,  wife  of  Tho^.  Jackson  (oh  mores). 

Bur.  John  Day  (Egregie  cordatus  homo  nulli  Pietate  secundus 
aut  probitate  fuit). 

1736.  Bur.  Martin  Bawling  (Patriae  idoneus  utilis  agro). 

Bur.  Thomas  Fountain  (vir  religiosus). 

Bur.  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Blessed  Blackbourn. 

Bur.  Ann,  wife  of  J“®.  Laxton  (Egregiae  pietatis  mulier). 

Bur.  Jonas  Wood  (quantum  mutatus). 

Bur.  Joseph  Scott  (Parcus  et  infrequens  Dei  cultor). 

Bur.  Margaret,  wife  of  Thomas  Edbury  (Deo  devotissima). 

1737.  Bur.  John  Weeks  (who  died  married  to  another  man’s  wife). 
Bur.  Charles,  son  of  John  Ingram  (killed  by  a fall  from  a 

waggon  loaded  with  wheat). 

1738.  Bur.  Anne  Woodrow  (mulier  pientissima). 

1740.  Mar.  Kichd  Mansell  & Mary  Forster,  a widow  of  a month  of 

West  Walton. 

1741.  Bur.  William  Drewry  (morte  repentina  pr^reptus). 

Bur.  Ann  Saunders  (virgo  pauperrima,  omnibus  suis  membris 
manca  Lahore  verbi  indefatigata  et  pientissima). 

Bur.  Eobt.  Little,  Jun^  (non  tantum  vitiosus  homo  sed 
vitium). 

Bur.  John  Gardiner  (probitate  spectabilis). 

Bur.  Guibon  Bates  (mentis  inops  voracitate  infamis). 

1744.  Bur.  Joseph  Brightman  (Hard  drinking  & a fever  domine 
miserere). 

1747.  Bur.  Peter  Forman,  Parish  Clerk  (one  of  the  most  religious 

men  I ever  knew). 

Bur.  Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  & Ely  Wright  ubiquetarians. 

1748.  Mar.  Edward  Aggs,  of  Shouldham,  & Mary  Fane. 

Mem.  Aggs  was  a married  man,  & a few  days  after  his 
marrying  his  wife  came  . . & claimed  him.  To  such 
lewdness,  & dissoluteness  are  we  arrived  in  this 
polite  age  of  free  thinking. 

1760.  Bur.  Henry  Watson  (Dei  cultor  parcissimus.) 

Bur.  Catherine,  wife  of  John  Ingram,  of  St.  Andrew’s 
(amplissima  foemina). 

1761.  Bur.  Sarah,  dr.  of  Eobert  & Mary  Daniel  (suavissima). 

Bap.  Thomas,  son  of  John  & Mary  Clarke  (many  months  (?) 
old, — proh  pudor  proh  dolor). 

Bap.  Eichard  Cobb,  son  of  Eliza  Doe,  Spinster  (terras  filius). 

“ There  were  words  in.  the  places  shown  blank,  but  they  have  been  so  carefully 
scratched  out,  that  it  was  impossible  to  decypher  them.— B.  J.  H.” 
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1753. 

Bur. 

1766. 

Bur. 

1758. 

Bur. 

1769. 

Bur. 

Bur. 

Bur. 

1761. 

Bur. 

1766. 

Bur. 

Mary,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Colborn,  Clk.,  Vicar  of  Wal- 
poole,  an  excellent  woman,  of  whom  the  world  was 
not  worthy. 

The  Corps  of  Mary  Wood  was  consumed  by  fire. 

Sarah  Thompson,  aged  84,  the  oldest  alms  w. 

Henry  Wynn,  an  old  man  four  times  married. 

Mordecai  Cobbin  (one  son  drowned,  one  died  in  the 
Militia  at  Gloucester). 

Mary  Hobart  (infelicissima  suicida). 

Thomas  Cook  (vulgo  diet  Balsam)  of  Wisbech. 

The  Eevci.  Mr.  Colborn,  Vicar  of  Walpoole  St.  Andrew’s, 
vir  sane  pius  liberalis  humanus  et  honestus. 

Edward  Bottom,  from  Snettisham.  This  man  was  found 
upon  the  Bank  & supposed  to  be  drowned.  The 
Churchwardens,  Mr.  Crabb  & Mr.  Gage,  despising 
every  opinion  but  their  own,  dug  a hole  & threw  him 
in  as  they  found  him.  The  town,  however,  certainly 
would  have  been  fined  had  they  not  taken  him  up 
again,  sent  for  the  Coroner,  & buried  him  like  a 
Christian. 

Wm.  Waterhouse,  Curate. 


From  the  spelling  it  is  clear  that  in  the  17th  and  18th 
centuries  Walpole  was  pronounced  Walpool.  Is  it  ever  so 
pronounced  now  ? 


1 250.— Drainage  overcharge  at  Whittlesey. — In  the 

Harleian  collection  in  the  British  Museum  (589,  fo.  141)  is  a 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Whittlesey  against  a claim  for 
£20  towards  the  cleansing  of  Popham  Eau.  This  petition 
illustrates  the  account  given  in  Art.  928,  where  there  is  a note 
about  Chief  Justice  Popham.  The  author  of  that  account 
tells  me  that  the  drain  referred  to  is  in  Well  Fen,  i.e.,  Upwell 
Fen,  and  runs  from  Three-holes  Bridge  to  Well  Creek.  The 
Chief  Justice  lost  his  money  there  : afterwards  a company 
from  the  City  undertook  the  drainage  of  that  Fen,  thence 
called  Londoners’  Fen.  Their  money  was  also  lost. 

The  peticon  of  thinh(ab)itants  of  Witlessey. 

Humblie  complayninge  sheweth  unto  yoi"  w'o:  yo>^  peticoners  thiu- 
h(ab)itants  of  Whitlessey  that  whereas  at  a Session  of  Sewers  held  at  Elie 
ye  ixth  of  June  last  past  there  was  a lawe  of  Sewers  made  for  the  clensinge 
& profitinge  of  Popham  Eae,  beinge  in  the  parishe  and  Towne  of  Well  & 
Countie  of  Norff,  beinge  a new  dreyne  latelie  begunne  by  lord  cheef 
Justice  of  England  deceased,  and  donne  without  lawe,  towards  the  w<=h 
work  yo^"  peticoners  were  formerlie  chardged  xli  ba  (sicj  a warrant  the 
force  and  fourme  wherof  was  straunge,  whereupon  wee  were  peticoners  to 
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yo^*  wor:  for  releefe  shewing  such  allegacons  and  reasons  as  we  then  could, 
but  y®  busines  was  carried  w^^ii  so  stronge  a hand  as  there  was  no  remedie 
but  pay  the  mony,  And  nowe  there  is  sent  a second  warrant  for  xx  li  more 
Dated  y®  xxijt^  of  August  last  w®h  is  to  be  levied  of  us,  yf  by  some  good 
helpe  from  yo^  wor:  there  be  not  redresse  of  this  wrongfull  Imposicon, 
oJ*  reasons  are  these 

ffirst  Popham  Eae  is  a Newe  thinge  devised  by  y®  lord  Cheefe  Justice 
as  before  is  alleadged  and  donne  at  his  coste  and  chardges,  (and  that 
w^hout  lawe)  and  it  is  to  be  feared  his  Executors  or  Administrators  will 
when  it  is  fynished  worke  such  meanes  to  have  consideracon  for  y® 
chardges  formerlie  bestowed,  w®h  will  be  burdenson  to  y®  cuntrie, 

Secondlie,  for  y^^  y®  proceadings  in  matters  of  Sewers  by  y®  words  of 
y®  comission  are  to  be  by  y®  laws  of  Eomney  marshe,  viz^  Convocatis 
Convocandis  et  consentientibus  but  this  has  not  beene  so  proceaded  in. 

Thirdlie,  yt  was  never  used  in  tymes  heretofore  or  by  any  auntient 
lawes  of  Sewers  that  any  Towne  should  be  chardged  w%  maintenance  of 
any  Sewers  in  any  other  townes  much  lesse  yt  beinge  in  an  other  countie. 

ffourthlie,  that  they  do  lie  above  yt  & xx^^i  myles  distant  from  yt,  and 
there  is  no  more  reason  to  call  us  to  y^'  chardge,  then  there  is  for  [us]  of 
Witlessey  to  call  y®  tenants  of  y®  meadowes  of  ffotheringhey  to  ye  main- 
tenaunce  of  Sewers  at  Witlessey,  but  by  auntient  lawes  of  Sewers  extant 
to  be  shewed  every  Towne  ought  to  scowre  to  y®  sea  to  y®  devision  of  the 
next  Towne. 

ffyftlie  y®  Towne  of  Well  have  latelie  made  two  greate  bankes  betweene 
y®  sea  and  y®  ffreshe  waters  viz^  y®  Cawsey  and  Turkes  banke  w®h  are  iiij 
or  V miles  in  length  wherby  they  hould  up  y®  freshe  waters  and  drowne  y® 
Isles,  and  neverthelesse  save  to  them  selves  great  quantities  of  ground 
contrary  to  a braunch  of  magna  carta  in  these  words  nulla  Riparia  debent 
manuteneri  nisi  que  fuerunt  in  defensione  in  tempore  Regis  Henrici  Avi 
nostri,  and  contrary  to  this  statute  will  these  banks  of  Pophams  Eae  be. 

Sixtlie,  The  towne  of  Wells  have  by  makinge  these  bankes  dammed 
up  or  neglected  unscoured  dyverse  Auntient  dreynes  and  Sewers,  viz^ 
Smale  loade,  Newe  ditche  or  Townes  end  loade,  London  loade,  and  Mayd 
loade  all  w®h  they  ought  at  their  chardges  to  have  mainteyned  and  kept, 
of  these  defects  many  complaints  have  beene  made,  and  many  present- 
ments of  Jurors  both  at  Elie  and  elsewheare  but  no  redresse,  w®^  dreynes 
yf  they  had  beene  made,  Popham  Eae  had  not  needed. 

Nowe  yf  some  Townes  may  neglect  theyre  old  draynes  & slope  them 
up  and  no  lawe  take  hold  of  them,  yf  they  may  make  lawes  and  put  theire 
owne  chardges  and  burthens  upon  other  townes,  and  such  people  as  have 
fewe  or  no  frends,  who  will  not  seek  by  these  examples  still  to  chardge 
such  as  are  worse  able  to  do  y®  like. 

Ed. 

1 251  —Cardinal  Wolsey  at  Peterborough.—The  Cardinal 
Lord  Legate  was  well  versed  in  the  affairs  of  the  Monastery  of 
Peterborough.  He  planned  a scheme  for  detaching  North- 
amptonshire from  the  extensive  diocese  of  Lincoln,  and  for 
making  the  Abbey  the  see  of  a bishop,  with  that  county  for  a 
diocese.  With  that  end  in  view  he  forced  the  resignation  of 
Abbot  Kyrton  in  1528,  and  procured  the  election  of  John 
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Chambers,  a monk  deemed  suitable  to  fill  the  see,  and  who, 
indeed,  became  the  first  bishop  of  the  new  diocese  in  1541, 
though  under  auspices  far  different  from  those  contemplated 
by  the  Cardinal. 

In  1533,  it  was  made  known  that  King  Henry  had  been 
secretly  married  to  Anne  Boleyn.  That  was  the  weight  that 
pulled  the  Cardinal  down.  When  the  young  Lord  Percy,  heir  to 
the  Earldom  of  Northumberland,  was  of  the  Cardinal’s  house- 
hold, he  formed  an  attachment  for  Anne  Boleyn,  and  his 
Grace,  hearing  of  the  matter,  notified  the  old  Earl.  That 
stopped  the  marriage.  The  resentment  of  “the  spleeny 
lutheran  ” was  not  suffered  to  rest.  By  the  inducement  of 
the  Court  party  and  the  nobles,  who  hated  the  proud  church- 
man, the  young  Queen  provoked  the  King  to  pursue  the 
Cardinal  in  his  retirement  at  Cawood. 

A few  days  before  he  had  arranged  for  his  installation  at 
York,  the  Lord  Percy,  now  Earl  of  Northumberland,  rode  up 
to  Cawood.  He  was  welcomed  in  the  hall,  and,  afterwards 
“conversing  together  at  a window  in  my  lord’s  bedchamber, 
the  Earl,  laying  his  hand  gently  upon  the  Cardinal’s  arm, 
said  with  a faint  and  soft  voice  ‘ My  lord,  I arrest  you  of  high 
treason.’  At  which  words  my  lord  was  marvelously  astonied 
standing  still  a long  space  without  any  further  words.”  For  a 
few  weeks  he  dragged  on,  “an  old  man  broken  with  the 
storms  of  state,”  and  coming  to  Leicester  they  laid  his  bones 
in  the  Abbey  there. 

George  Cavendish,  gentleman  usher  to  the  Cardinal,  who 
was  present  at  his  death,  thus  describes  how  his  Grace  cele- 
brated his  last  Easter  at  Peterborough.* 

“Thus  all  things  being  furnished  towards  this  journey,  he 
took  the  same  in  the  beginning  of  Passion  week  before  Easter ; 
and  so  rode  to  a place,  then  the  Abbot’s  of  Westminster,  called 

* Life  of  Wolsey,  by  George  Cavendish,  1500—1562.  Not  printed  till  1641.  Manu- 
script copies  were  numerous.  It  is  one  of  Shakespere’s  books.  From  it  he  has  taken 
Q.  Catherine’s  address  at  her  trial  and  the  account  of  the  Cardinal’s  death. 
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Hendon  ; and  the  next  day  he  removed  to  a place  called  the 
Eye,  where  my  Lady  Parrey  lay ; the  next  day  he  rode  to 
Eoyston  and  lodged  in  the  monastery  there  ; and  the  next  he 
removed  to  Huntingdon  and  there  lodged  in  the  Abbey  ; and 
from  thence  he  removed  to  Peterborough  and  there  lodged 
also  within  the  Abbey,  being  then  Palm  Sunday,  where  he 
made  his  abode  until  the  Thursday  in  Easter  Week,  with  all 
his  train  ; whereof  the  most  part  went  to  board  wages  in  the 
town,  having  twelve  carts  to  carry  his  stuff  of  his  own  which 
came  from  his  college  in  Oxford,  where  he  had  three  score 
carts  to  carry  such  necessaries  as  belonged  to  his  buildings 
there, 

“ Upon  Palm  Sunday  he  went  in  procession  with  the  monks, 
bearing  his  palm  ; setting  forth  God’s  service  right  honourably 
with  such  singing  men  as  he  then  had  remaining  with  him. 
And  upon  Maundy  Thursday  he  made  his  Maundy,  in  our 
Lady’s  Chapel,  having  fifty-nine*  poor  men,  whose  feet  he 
washed  wiped  and  kissed.  Each  of  these  poor  men  had 
twelve  pence  in  money,  three  ells  of  canvass  to  make  them 
shirts,  a pair  of  new  shoes,  a cast  of  bread,  three  red  herrings 
and  three  white  herrings,  and  the  odd  person  had  two  shillings. 
Upon  Easter  Day,  in  the  morning  he  rode  to  the  Eesurrection 
and  that  day  he  went  in  procession  in  his  cardinal’s  vesture 
with  his  hat  and  hood  on  his  head  and  he  himself  sang  there 
the  high  mass  very  devoutly,  and  granted  clean  remission  to 
all  the  hearers.” 

The  gentle  Usher,  standing  by  the  Cardinal’s  death-bed 
when  he  began  to  draw  his  breath  at  length,  heard  him  moan, 
“Had  I served  God  as  diligently  as  I have  done  the  King, 
he  would  not  have  given  me  over  in  my  grey  hairs.”  The 
author  moralises  on  the  fall  of  pride  of  men,  exalted  by 
fortune  to  honours  and  high  dignities,  and  declares  that  his 
Grace,  in  the  time  of  authority  and  glory,  was  the  haughtiest 
man  in  all  his  proceedings.  L.G. 


* The  Cardinal  was  59  years  of  age. 
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1252.— The  Bedford  Level. — In  a small  scrap-book  en- 
titled ‘‘Northamptonshire  Gleanings”  which  I purchased 
many  years  ago,  I find  a cutting  from  some  magazine  or 
newspaper  about  the  Bedford  Level.  The  name  of  the  work 
from  which  it  is  taken  is  unfortunately  not  given  ; but  the 
date  is  1833.  Most  of  the  descriptive  matter  would  be  familiar 
to  all  our  readers  : but  the  conclusion  of  the  article  is  perhaps 
worth  reproducing. 

A worthy  alderman  of  Cambridge  likened  the  fens  to  a crust  of  bread 
swimming  in  a dish  of  water,  as,  under  a depth  of  eight  or  ten  feet  of 
earth,  the  whole  was  nothing,  he  said,  but  mere  water.  The  draining 
thereof  was  therefore  impossible.  It  was  affirmed  by  his  opponents  that 
interest  had  betrayed  his  judgment  into  an  evident  error,  and  that  his 
brain,  rather  than  this  floating  earth,  seemed  to  swim.  The  savans  of 
Cambridge  then  urged  that  the  Cam  would  have  its  stream  dried  up  by 
the  draining  of  the  fens;  and  as  Cambridge  is  concerned  in  its  river,  so 
the  well-being  of  the  whole  country,  yea,  of  the  whole  kingdom,  is  concerned 
in  Cambridge  and  its  University,  and  the  stream  of  knowledge  would  be 
dried  up  with  the  stream  of  Cam.  It  was,  therefore,  not  reasonable  that 
private  men’s  particular  profit  should  be  preferred  before  a universal 
good, — or  the  good  of  a university.  Assurances  were  given  that  no  damage 
should  accrue  to  the  river  Cam  ; on  the  contrary,  “ to  take  away  the  thief 
is  not  wasting  nor  weakening  the  wick  of  the  candle.” 

Those  who  professed  to  be  the  poor  man’s  friends  brought  forward 
other  objections.  They  said,  that  the  fens  were  nurseries  and  seminaries 
of  fish  and  fowl  which  would  be  destroyed  by  the  draining;  that  the  sedge, 
turf,  and  reed  would  likewise  be  destroyed,  and  that  many  thousand  people 
then  gained  their  livelihood  by  fishing  and  fowling  in  the  fens,  while  the 
turf  furnished  fuel  for  the  poor.  The  answers  to  these  objections  were 
forcibly  though  quaintly  put.  It  was  said,  that  a large  first  course,  at  any 
man’s  table,  compensates  for  his  shorter  second  course;  and  who  would 
not  prefer  a tame  sheep  before  a wild  duck,  and  a good  fat  ox  before  a 
well-grown  eel;  while  the  people  employed  might  turn  their  industry  to 
a more  profitable  account.  The  sedge,  &c.,  would  be  replaced  by  good 
grass  and  grain.  He  cannot  complain  of  wrong  who  hath  a suit  of  buck- 
ram taken  from  him  and  one  of  velvet  given  instead  thereof. 

G.  Talbot. 


1253.— Read  Family. — The  following  pedigree  is  disclosed 
in  a deed  from  the  Phillipps’  Collection,  which  treats  of  the 
sale  of  some  land  in  Lincolnshire.  The  property  comprised 
the  manor  of  Hagworthingham,  and  messuages  and  lands  in 
Thorpe-on-the-Hill  and  South  Hykeham.  Among  the  lands 
specified  at  Hagworthingham  are  named  The  Homestead,  The 
Rush  Close,  The  Lord’s  Wong,  Braddings,  and  The  Pond 
Close.  The  parties  named  are,  of  the  first  part,  Frances 
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Amcotts,  of  the  Palace,  Lincoln,  Frances  Moore,  Sarah  Moore, 
and  John  Leigh  : of  the  second  part,  Robert  Kelham,  of  Staple 
Inn,  London,  Gent.:  of  the  third  part,  Charles  Amcotts,  of 
Harrington,  co.  Line.,  Esq.,  and  Richard  Arthur  Knowles,  of 
Tinwell,  co.  Ruth,  Clerk.  The  original  vendor  was  Frances 
Amcotts  ; the  next  three  persons  named  are  those  actually  in 
possession  ; and  Robert  Kelham  is  the  new  purchaser.  The 
deed  is  dated  19  Dec.,  1751. 

Eead. 


George  Bead, 
Merchant, 
dec. 


Frances  Eead,  = Moore, 
one  of  the 
sisters  and 
coheirs  of 
her  brother. 


Susanna  Eead,  = Leigh, 
one  of  the 
sisters  and 
coheirs  of 
her  brother. 


Thomas  Moore,  eldest  = 
son  and  heir,  dec., 
late  of  Hougham, 

CO.  Line.,  clerk. 


Frances  Moore,  dau. 
and  coheir,  of  S. 
Anne’s,  Soho,  late 
of  Peterborough. 


Eobert  Leigh, 
eldest  son 
aud  heir, 
dec. 


Sarah  Moore,  dau. 
and  coheir,  of 
Tinwell,  co. 
Eutl. 


John  Leigh,  of 
Pinchbeck, 
CO.  Line., 
gent.,  only 
brother  and 
heir  of 
Eobert. 


It  seems  that  John  Leigh  was  a party  to  the  transaction 


only  in  the  capacity  of  trustee,  or  guardian,  of  the  two  ladies 


who  were  daughters  of  his  first  cousin. 


1 254.— Rectory  of  Downham,— On  the  death  of  Dr. 
Whadcock  Priest,  the  Bishop  of  Ely  conferred  the  rectory 
of  Downham,  18  Jan.,  1711,  upon  his  domestic  Chaplain, 
Thomas  Jones,  B.D.  He  was  born  in  Brecknockshire, 
1676,  and  was,  or  had  been.  Fellow  of  King’s  College,  Cam- 
bridge. Cole  (Add.  MSS.  5847,)  has  this  piece  of  gossip  : — 

Mr.  Jones  was  Prebendary  of  Ely,  and  prevailed  with  Bp.  Mawson  to 
accept  his  Eesignation  in  Favour  of  his  Son,  now,  Aug,  21,  1773,  Eector  of 
Downham  and  also  of  Conington,  by  the  favour  of  the  same  worthy 
Bishop.  He  is  more  of  a Farmer  than  a Clergyman  being  involved  in  great 
Undertakings  in  the  Fens:  a Man,  like  his  Father,  of  great  volatile  Spirits, 
of  a true  Welsh  Extraction  and  Temper,  hasty,  violent  and  passionate. 
These  Passions  overset  his  Father’s  Eeason  and  Intellects  at  Times.  Mr. 
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Jones  in  the  last  year  a 2^.  Time  married,  having  a numerous  Brood  of 
Children  by  his  first  Wife  ; one  of  his  own  Name,  a Sophister  of  Clare 
Hall,  who,  they  say,  degenerates  not  from  the  high  Blood  of  his  Sire  and 
Gransire. 

An  account,  slightly  varied,  with  some  additions,  is  given  by 
Cole  in  another  volume  (Add.  MSS.  5821). 

Old  Ml".  Jones  prevailed  with  [the]  Bp.  some  Time  before  his  Death,  to 
accept  his  Eesignation  and  institute  his  Son  Tho : Jones,  formerly  of  Clare 
Hall.  He  married  one  of  the  Name  of  King  for  his  first  Wife,  and  has 
several  Children  by  her : his  2^.  Wife  he  married  with  a small  Fortune 
from  Chelsea,  to  whom  M*".  Thomas  of  Stretham  left  an  100^.  and  as  M^. 
Jones  was  his  Executor  he  paid  the  Legacy  by  marrying  her,  and  ruining 
her ; for  within  2 or  3 years  after  he  was  quite  undone  by  his  adventrous 
Dealing  in  Fen  Farms,  and  is  now  in  the  Fleet  Prison.  M^.  Keene,  setting 
me  down  at  Milton,  he  going  to  spend  the  Evening  at  Cambridge  with  the 
Aldermen,  and  to  lay  out  Sturbridge  Fair  to  morrow,  told  me,  in  coming 
from  Ely,  where  I had  dined  with  the  Bishop,  that  some  Creditors  had 
been  with  his  Father  in  Order  to  sequester  his  Livings  of  Downham  and 
Conington  : by  their  Accounts  Jones  is  indebted  above  38,000^.  Sept. 
3,  1777,  Wednesday. 

Ed. 


1 255— The  Lord  of  the  Manor  and  Tolls  at  Holbeach.— 

It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  years  ago  there  was  an 
established  Market  Cross  at  Holbeach,  for  butter,  eggs,  poultry, 
&c.,  subject  to  a small  toll  payable  to  the  Lord  of  the  Manor. 
The  markets  were  held  on  a Thursday  for  butter,  eggs,  poultry, 
and  meat,  and  for  firkins  of  butter  on  Fridays.  The  latter 
market  was  carried  on  to  a great  extent  by  persons  from 
Wisbech  and  remote  places.  The  persons  opened  and  tasted 
the  firkins  of  butter,  and,  if  found  bad,  it  was  so  marked,  but, 
if  good,  marked  accordingly.  Near  to  the  Cross  was  a regular 
shambles  or  building  for  country  and  other  butchers.  The 
Market  Cross  was  afterwards  sold,  and  this  useful  building  was 
converted  into  tenements  by  trifling  alterations.  Its  arches 
yet  remain  in  their  primitive  state.  The  shambles  were  like- 
wise sold  and  taken  down,  and  a large  dwelling-house  and  shop 
erected  on  the  site,  in  which  the  old  materials  were  worked  up. 
Within  a few  yards  of  these  buildings  was  a bridge  across  the 
Old  River,  over  which  the  Wisbech  people  were  obliged  to  pass, 
and  of  which  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  was  supposed  to  be  the 
owner,  as  the  same  was  always  supported  and  repaired  at  his 
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expense.  During  the  months  of  August,  September,  and 
October,  the  principal  part  of  the  firkin  butter  was  sold  and 
conveyed  to  Wisbech.  The  Lord  of  the  Manor  kept  an  annual 
toll  one  month  in  the  year,  commencing  on  the  25th  September, 
and  ending  on  the  24th  October,  to  support  and  repair  the 
bridge.  Market  Cross,  and  shambles.  This  toll  was  continued 
for  a great  many  years,  after  the  Market  Cross  and  shambles 
had  been  removed.  By  that  toll  all  non-residents  and  strangers 
had  to  pay  in  the  same  manner  as  at  a turnpike  house.  The 
parish  being  populous,  the  inhabitants  complained  of  the  in- 
fringements the  Lord  of  the  Manor  had  made  on  their  rights 
and  privileges.  He  set  up  his  right  to  the  tolls  under  a 
pretended  Charter  ; but  with  whom,  or  where,  or  in  whose 
possession,  no  information  could  be  obtained ; and  with  respect 
to  the  Cross  and  shambles,  he  pretended  they  were  private 
property.  J.  M. 

1256.— Surfleet. — As  recorded  in  the  14th  Eeport  of  the 
Hist.  MSS.  Commission,  there  are  several  papers  among  the 
Lincoln  Corporation  records  that  have  reference  to  Surfleet. 
The  Eeport  was  prepared  by  the  Eev.  W.  D.  Macray. 

1547,  29  Sept. — Possession  was  taken  of  the  church  and 
parsonage  of  Surflett  to  the  use  of  the  corporation,  according 
to  the  King’s  letters  patent,  Eobert  Margesson,  parish  priest 
of  the  same,  and  others  being  present. 

1547,  11  Oct. — Nota  for  a swanmerke  belongyng  to  the 
parsonage  of  Surflet. 

1549,  15  Feb. — Presentation  of  Eobert  Margesson  to  the 
vicarage  of  Surflett. 

1549,  17  Nov. — Enquiry  to  be  made  of  the  burgesses  of  the 
city  whether  a pension  of  4Z.  yearly  claimed  out  of  the  parson- 
age of  Surflet  as  payable  to  the  late  monastery  of  Spalding  be 
discharged  or  not ; and  whether  the  lessee  of  the  parsonage, 
George  Herryson,  be  chargeable  with  it  or  not. 
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1550,  10  Mar. — The  following  vii.  articles  are  demanded  in 
a bill  subscribed  by  the  curate  and  inhabitants  of  Surflett,  and 
the  answer  is  deferred  until  the  coming  of  the  Recorder. 
1.  For  a deacon  yearly  to  help  to  minister  and  to  do  other 
things  that  belongeth  to  that  office.  2.  For  two  lights  to  be 
found  in  quere  in  service  time.  3.  For  ten  shillings  yearly  in 
alms  to  poor  people.  4.  For  bread  and  ale  to  the  value  of 
6s.  8d.  to  be  given  to  the  parishioners  upon  Maunday  (sic) 
Thursday  yearly.  5.  For  the  gift  of  a dinner  or  twopence  in 
silver  upon  every  offering  day  to  all  such  persons  as  do  help 
in  the  quere  to  maintain  God’s  service.  6.  For  finding  of 
strewing  in  the  church  four  times  in  the  year.  7.  For  finding 
of  a common  bull  and  a common  boar  to  serve  the  whole 
town. 

1550,  3 June. — A mansion  house  to  be  built  for  the  Vicar 
at  Surflett  with  all  speed,  and  part  of  the  timber  taken  from 
defaced  churches  to  go  towards  it. 

1550,  2 Aug. — A person  to  go  to  Boston  about  the  purchase 
of  a house  for  the  vicarage  of  Surflet. 

1552,  28  Apr. — The  lease  of  the  parsonage  of  Surflett  to 
John  Harrison,  clerk,  forfeited  by  his  felling  of  trees. 

1554,  18  March. — William  Rotheram,  alderman,  elected  a 
burgess  for  Parliament,  and  to  have  the  parsonage  of  Surflet, 
but  not  the  advowson,  for  21  years,  for  24Z.  yearly,  paying 
11^.  yearly  to  the  vicar,  and  4Z.  to  the  Queen,  &c. 

1558,  4 July. — Release  from  Henry,  earl  of  Rutland,  to  the 
Mayor,  &c.  of  Lincoln,  for  the  sum  of  400  marks,  and  in 
exchange  for  the  rectory  and  parsonage  of  Surflet  with  the 
advowson,  of  the  annual  rental  of  lOOZ.  payable  to  him  from 
the  city. 

1558,  30  July. — The  parsonage  of  Surflet,  and  300Z.  given 
to  the  earl  of  Rutland  in  exchange  for  his  rent. 

1559,  31  Jan. — To  sue  for  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  secure 
the  parsonages  of  Henslape,  Hemmiswell,  Belton  and  Surflet. 
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1 257— Lord  Burghley’s  Precepts  to  his  Son.— The  great 
Lord  Treasurer  is  usually  held  to  have  been  a man  of  surpass- 
ing common  sense  ; and  it  is  rather  surprising  to  find  in  the 
precepts  which  he  left  to  his  son  at  his  death  a passage  which 
savours  of  superstition.  An  edition  of  the  Precepts,  or  Directions 
for  the  well  ordering  and  carriage  of  a mans  life,  dated  1637,  is 
in  the  British  Museum  Library.  A portrait  opposite  the  title 
describes  the  author  as  ‘‘The  right  honorable  William  Cecill 
Knight,  Baron  of  Burghley  Knight  of  y®  honorable  Order  of 
y®  Garter  Maister  of  Her  highnes  Wards  and  Liveries  one  of 
the  Lords  of  her  Maiesties  Privie  Counsell  and  Lord  High 
Treasurer  of  England.” 

The  21st  additional  precept  is  this  : — 

“Though  I thinke  no  day  amisse  to  undertake  any  good 
enterprise,  or  businesse  in  hand ; yet  have  I observed  some,  and 
no  meane  Clerks,  very  Cautionarie,  to  forbeare  these  three 
Mundayes  in  the  yeare,  which  I leave  to  thine  owne  con- 
sideration, either  to  use  or  refuse,  vi^. 

‘ ‘ 1 The  first  Munday  in  April,  which  day  Caine  was  born, 
and  his  brother  Ahel  slaine. 

‘ ‘ 2 The  second  Munday  in  August,  which  day  Sodome  and 
Gomorrah  were  destroyed. 

‘ ‘ 3 Last  Munday  in  December,  which  day  ludas  was  born, 
that  betrayed  our  Saviour  Christ.”  Ed. 

1258,— The  Lord  of  Lidel. — Thomas  Wake,  of  Bourne 
Castle,  Baron  of  Lidel,  co.  Cumberland,*  flourished  from  1297 
to  1349.  He  was  of  a high  and  mighty  affinity.  In  1317,  he 
married  Blanche,  daughter  of  Henry  of  Lancaster,  and  his 
sister  Margaret  married,  A.D.  1325,  Edmund  of  Woodstock, 
Earl  of  Kent,  brother  of  King  Edward  II.  Joan,  the  daughter 

* The  Castle  of  Lidel  was  besieged  by  David  of  Scotland,  and  captured  just  before 
the  battle  of  Neville’s  Cross,  Lord  Wake’s  lieutenant,  Sir  W.  de  Selby,  was  put  to 
death.  Hereward  the  Wake  owned  land  at  Bourne,  but  no  connection  has  been  traced 
from  him  and  the  Wakes,  who  appear  to  have  been  of  Gascon  origin.  In  1227,  Baldwin 
Wake  held  the  fee  of  four  knights  in  West  Deeping,  Stowe,  Berham,  and  Careby,  under 
the  Abbot.  Ch.  Roll,  2 Henry  HI. 
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of  this  marriage,  married  Sir  Thos.  Holland,  K.G.,  who  was 
created  Earl  of  Kent  in  right  of  his  wife.  After  the  execution 
of  Edmund,  Earl  of  Kent,  A.D.  1330,  the  Lord  of  Lidel 
escaped  to  France,  but  he  was  restored  to  his  rights  and  in 
high  favour  as  soon  as  Edward  HI.  governed  for  himself  ; and 
he  was  styled  the  King’s  kinsman. 

Lord  Wake’s  life  was  full  of  fighting  and  charity.  His 
licences  to  alienate  in  frank-alms  are  numerous.  Though  he 
planned  the  foundation  of  two  convents,  he  would  never 
submit  to  any  encroachment  on  his  rights  by  the  religious. 
Hence  this  memorandum  in  the  register  of  Adam  de  Boothby, 
Abbot  of  Peterborough  : — 

Anno  r.r.  E.  fil.  E.  xvij,  A.D.  1324,  orta  erat  magna  discordia  inter 
Dom.  T.  Wake  de  Lydel  et  Priorem  de  Spaldyng  super  marisco  inter 
Depyng  et  Spaldyng  et  equitavit  usque  Spaldyng  cum  magno  exercitu 
armatorum  ubi  plures  fuerunt  vulnerati  Et  idem  Thomas  misit  Dno  Adm 
de  Botheby  Abbati  per  literas  suas  quod  mitteret  sibi  gentes  in  suum 
adjutorium  quia  tenuit  ilia  tenementa  de  eo  et  ecclesia  sua  ut  ipse 
Thomas  prius  recognovit.* 

In  the  quarrel  about  the  bounds  of  Spalding  and  Deeping 
fens,  and  the  feeding  of  the  cattle  of  the  Prior  and  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Spalding  and  Pinchbeck,  the  Prior,  getting  the 
worst  of  it,  came  to  terms.  He  soothed  the  anger  of  the  Lord 
of  Lidel  with  large  promises — with  a saving  for  all  rights  of 
the  Church — and  avoided  an  interview.  From  the  tone  of  the 
Prior,  the  rough  times  of  the  conquest  seemed  to  be  for- 
gotten, when  Ivo  Taille-Bois,  who  never  allowed  a Saxon  to 
approach  him  without  bending  one  knee  to  the  ground, 
bundled  the  monks  out  of  the  Priory. 

A ires  homer  able  seignur  Mo7is^'  Tho^nas  Wake  seignur  de 
Lydel. 

Thomas  per  la  soffraunce  dieux  dit  Priour  de  Spalding  totes 
honurs  et  reverences.  Pur  ceo  trechier  sire  que  nous  vous 
maundames  nadgeres  le  suppriour  et  altres  de  nos  campaignons 
de  nous  escuser  de  notre  nonn  venner  a vous  parler  la  quiele 

Reg.  Adse  f.  33.  On  the  Close  Rolls,  A.D.  1333,  is  a mandate  to  the  Sheriff  of 
Lincolnshire  to  proclaim  in  Crcwland  and  Spalding  that  the  Abbot  and  Prior  shall  not 
assemble  men  at  arms,  nor  shah  they  do  harm  to  Thomas  Wake,  Lord  of  Lidel. 
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excusacoun  sire  vous  avez  accepte  de  vostre  mercis  a ceo  que 
nous  avoms  entendu.  Vous  plest-il  savoir,  Sire  que  quant  il 
vous  eunt  dit  de  par  nous  nous  le  tenons  ferme  et  estable  et  a 
plus  tost  Sire  que  nous  seroms  de  plus  ferme  estat  que  nous 
ne  fumes  a ore  prest  seroms  de  vener  a vostre  bone  seignurie  de 
treter  et  parfaire  totes  choses  entre  vous  et  nous  par  lavise- 
ment  de  vostre  bon  consail  et  le  nostre  (sauvant  totes  honurs 
le  dreit  de  nostre  eglise).  Et  vous  prioms  Sire  et  requerroms 
de  vostre  honurable  Seignurie  et  bone  volunte  de  sicome  Sire 
vous  estes  foundour  de  Eeligioun  nous  esperoms  que  vous  nous 
voulliez  meinteigner  et  aider  et  totes  religiouses  en  resoun  de 
la  quiele  bone  volunte  devers  nous  vous  prioms  sire  totes 
honurs  que  vous  le  voilliet  continuer  si  pleisir  vous  feit 
prep  . . . , Sire  dieux  feit  garde  de  vous.  Escript  a Spalding 
le  vint  et  sixtieme  jour  de  Septembr.* 


TRANSLATION. 

To  the  right  honourable  lord  Thomas  Walce,  lord  of  Lidel. 

Thomas,  by  the  sufferance  of  God,  Prior  of  Spalding  with 
all  reverence  and  honour.  Because,  very  dear  lord,  as  we 
lately  sent  word  by  the  sub-prior  and  others  of  our  comrades 
that  you  would  hold  me  excused  from  coming  to  speak  with 
you,  which  excuse  you,  as  I am  told  of  your  graciousness 
accepted.  Please  you  to  be  advised.  Sire,  that  what  we  have 
undertaken  we  will  hold  good  and  as  soon  as  I am  in  better 
health  than  I have  been  heretofore,  I will  come  to  treat  with 
you  and  perform  all  things  as  agreed  between  your  counsellors 
and  mine,  saving  all  honour  and  rights  of  our  church.  And  I 
beseech  your  lordship  by  your  good  will,  as  you  are  founder 
of  houses  of  religion,  that  you  will  maintain  and  support  the 
religious  and  so  showing  your  good  will  toward  my  house  I 
shall  pray  you  may  long  continue  in  all  honours  you  may 
desire.  Sire,  God  have  you  in  his  keeping.  Written  at 
Spalding  the  26th  day  of  September. 

L.G. 

* Harley  MSS.,  742,  f.  337. 
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1259.— The  Fens  in  Matthew  Paris. — In  the  Chronica 
Majora  of  Matthew  Paris,  who  died  A.D.  1259,  are  numerous 
references  to  the  Fenland.  A large  selection  of  these  is  here 
given,  in  some  cases  the  words  being  quoted  in  full.  The 
names  of  very  many  bishops  of  Ely  and  Lincoln  appear  in  the 
index  of  the  work  issued  in  the  Polls  Series  ; but  their  names 
occur  in  connection  with  matters  of  national  import,  which 
have  no  especial  local  interest,  with  the  exception  of  the  agree- 
ment between  the  Bishop  of  Ely  and  the  Abbot  of  Eamsey, 
in  A.D.  1256. 

A.D.  654.  Boston  church  built.  The  margin  says  “ S. 

Botulph’s  church  at  Icanhoe  (Boston  ?) : ” and  quotes  Florence 

of  Worcester,  p.  531. 

Hoc  etiam  tempore  Botulphns  [apud] 

Hiccanhoe  ecclesiam  construxit. 

A.D.  674.  Sexwulf,  who  was  the  builder  and  abbot  of  the 
monastery  of  Medmeshamstede  appointed  bishop  in  regione 
Girviorum,  in  place  of  Winfrid,  Bishop  of  the  Mercians, 
deposed  by  Archbishop  Theodore. 

A.D.  705.  ^thelred.  King  of  the  Mercians,  after  a reign 
of  30  years,  became  a monk ; he  died  and  was  buried  at 
Bardney.  He  had  two  holy  virgin  sisters,  Cyneburh  and 
Cyneswith  (so  in  margin ; in  text,  Kinedridam  et  Kines- 
witliam  ). 

Harum  sanctarum  virginum  reliquise  apud  Medmeshamstede,  quae 
villa  modo  Burgum  Sancti  Petri  dicitur,  a populo  feliciter  venerantur. 

A.D.  714.  Death  of  S.  Guthlac  recorded  ; and  life  of  him 
from  Felix. 

A.D.  870.  Destruction  of  Fenland  monasteries  of  Crow- 

land,  Thorney,  Eamsey,  Ely,  and  Hamstede, 

quod  miuc  Burgum  Sancti  Petri  dicitur,  cum  insula  Helyensi  et  coenobio 
olim  famosissimo  feminarum,  in  quo  dudum  sancta  virgo  et  regina  Ethel- 
dreda  abbatissae  officium  multis  annis  laudabiliter  adimplevit. 

A.D.  1056.  Egelric,  Bishop  of  Durham,  voluntarily  resigns 
his  see  and  withdraws  to  Burgum,  where  he  lived  a monk  for 
twelve  years. 


The  Fens  in  Matthew  Paris. 


83 


A.D.  1069.  Bishop  .®thelric  (Agelric)  being  accused  of 
treason,  was  apprehended  at  Peterborough,  and  conveyed  to 
prison  at  Westminster. 

A.D.  1071.  The  Earls  Edwin,  Morcar,  and  Siward,  with 
Egelwin,  Bishop  of  Durham,  associate  themselves  with  many 
thousand  disaffected  persons,  and  rebel  against  William  I.  At 
first  they  betake  themselves  to  the  forests  and  waste  places  ; 
then  they  do  what  mischief  they  can  to  the  King’s  property  in 
various  places  ; and  finally  seek  a place  of  refuge  in  the  Isle 
of  Ely.  There,  under  the  leadership  of  Hereward,  they  make 
frequent  sallies  and  do  much  damage.  A wooden  fortress  is 
constructed  which  is  called  to  this  day  “Hereward’s  Castle.” 
The  King,  coming  against  them,  surrounds  the  Isle  with  his 
forces,  makes  roads  and  bridges,  renders  the  deep  swamps 
passable  for  man  and  beast,  and  builds  the  Castle  at  Wisbech. 

Eadwinus,  Mercherus,  et  Siwardes  comites,  cum  Egelwino  Dunelmensi 
episcopo  et  multis  milibus  clericorum  et  laicorum,  deserta  regionis  loca  et 
nemorosa,  petierunt,  regis  Willelmi  indignationem  ferre  non  valentes. 
Cumque  multa  mala  ad  injuriam  regis  in  locis  diversis  perpetrassent,  ad 
Helyensem  insulam  tandem  venientes,  locum  mansionis  illuc  et  refugii 
elegerunt.  Qui  sfepius  inde  hostiliter  exeuntes,  duce  Herewardo  de  gente 
Anglorum  viro  nobilissimo  ac  strenuo  regionem  illam  in  regis  disperdium 
non  mediocriter  affligebant, 

Castrum  quoque  ligneum  in  ipsis  paludibus  construxerunt,  quod  usque 
in  hodiernum  diem  castellum  Herewardi  a comprovincialibus  nuncuparetur. 
Quo  divulgato,  rex  Willelmus  cum  universa  suse  ditionis  fortitudine  ad 
insulam  veniens,  navali  earn,  pedestri,  et  equestri  prselio  circumcinxit. 
Deinde  vias  immensse  longitidinis  in  ipsis  paludibus  et  pontes  valde 
sumptuosas  construens,  voragines  profundas  et  aquosas  bestiis  et  homini- 
bus  reddidit  permeabiles,  et  castellum,  in  loco  qui  Wisebecum  dicitur,  a 
fundamentis  erexit. 

Edwin  and  Morcar  were  brothers  of  Hereward.  The  former 
did  not  reach  the  Isle  of  Ely,  being  slain  at  the  very  beginning 
of  the  rebellion,  ‘ ‘ on  his  way  to  Scotland,  either  by  his  own 
men,  or  by  the  Normans  to  whom  he  was  betrayed.”  Morcar 
and  Siward  were  taken  prisoners  when  the  Isle  of  Ely  sur- 
rendered, but  their  lives  were  spared  ; and  they  were  among 
those  whom  the  King,  on  his  death-bed,  ordered  to  be  set  at 
liberty.  Egelwin  (or  Ethelwin),  Bishop  of  Durham,  was 
also  taken  prisoner ; he  was  sent  to  Abingdon,  where  he 
soon  died. 
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A.D.  1075.  Waltheof  beheaded  at  Winchester,  and  there 
buried.  After  a time  his  body  was  taken  up  and  with  great 
honour  re-interred  at  Crowland. 

Rex  Willelmus  prsecepit  Waltheofum  comitem  in  Wintonia  capite 
privari,  et  extra  civitatem  in  bivio  [Diceto  says  in  eodem  loco  : see  Art. 
1238]  sepeliri.  Sed  processu  temporis  corpus  ejus  de  terra  levatur  et 
sepeliendum  cum  magno  honore  Croilandiam  deportatur. 

A.D.  1109.  The  abbey  church  at  Ely  made  a cathedral. 

A.D.  1165.  27  Jan.  Earthquake  in  the  Isle  of  Ely, 

Norfolk,  and  Suffolk,  which  knocked  men  down,  and  caused 
bells  to  ring. 

A.D.  1216.  Louis,  son  of  the  King  of  France,  ravages 
East  Anglia  ; takes  Thomas  de  Burgh,  as  he  was  escaping 
from  Norwich  ; takes  Lynn,  and  puts  its  citizens  to  a heavy 
ransom.  Lincoln  is  taken,  and  Holland  is  laid  waste. 

Sub  diebus  istis,  Ludowicus,  in  fortitudine  gravi  versus  orientalem 
Anglise  pla^am  equitationem  faciens,  urbes,  et  villas  de  Estsexe,  Suthfolc, 
et  de  Norfolc  miserabiliter  spoliavit,  et  castellum  Norwici  vacuum  reperiens 
suos  imposuit ; Thomamque,  qui  in  illo  fuit  castellanus,  de  Burgo,  scilicet 
fratrem  Huberti  de  Burgo,  fugientem  comprehendit ; illasque  regiones 
omnes  sub  tributo  constituit.  Ad  villam  quoque  de  Len  exercitum 
grandem  mittens,  earn  subjugavit : civesque  captives  inde  abducens  ad 
gravem  eos  redemptionem  coegit.  Quo  facto,  Franci  cum  pragda  et  spoliis 

innumeris  Londonias  sunt  reversi Gilebertus  de  Gant  et  Robertus 

de  Roppelle  urbem  Lincoln  ise  ceperunt,  et  provinciam  illam  prseter 
castellum  totam  sub  annuo  censu  posuerunt.  Deinde  Hoilandiam  inva- 
dentes,  spoliabant  earn,  et  sibi  tributariam  fecerunt. 

A.D.  1216.  The  Isle  of  Ely  laid  waste  by  Walter  Buc  and 
the  Brabangons,  and  by  the  Earl  of  Salisbury.  Thrice  they 
came  over  by  Stuntney.  With  drawn  swords  they  entered 
the  Cathedral,  and  the  Prior  only  saved  the  place  from  being 
burnt  by  a payment  of  209  marks.  Much  cruelty  and 
extortion  was  practised. 

Dominus  etiam  Stephanus  Ridel,  vir  facetus  et  dapsilis  et  per  omnia 
laudabilis,  ecclesia  violenter  extractus,  nobilis  ab  ignobilibus,  pius  ab 
impiis,  omnia  perdidit  quse  habebat,  equos,  libros,  utensilia,  et  vasa  omnia. 
Corpus  quoque  proprium,  quod  est  miserabile  relatu,  datis  centum  marcis, 
ab  exquisite  poenarum  cruciatu  vix  liberavit. 

Some  soldiers  and  other  men  were  taken.  The  richer 
( ditiores ) and  nobler  of  the  soldiers,  but  with  difficulty,  made 
their  escape  over  the  ice,  and  lay  hid,  or  got  to  London. 
Others  however  were  captured  while  attempting  to  escape, 
their  horses  being  worn  out. 
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A.D.  1216.  King  John,  after  ravaging  Norfolk  and  Suffolk, 
goes  to  Peterborough,  Crowland,  and  Lynn : he  loses  his 
baggage  in  the  Wash  : is  taken  ill  at  Swineshead,  but  goes  on 
to  Sleaford,  and  Newark,  where  he  dies  on  the  18th  of 
October.  His  body  is  buried  at  Worcester. 

Veniens  autem  per  Burgum  et  Croilandiam,  ipsam  ecclesiam  de 
Croilandia  depreedatTis  est ; et  per  Savaricum  de  Mallecme  et  alois  nefarios 
complices  suos,  ibidem  scelera  inaudita  perpetravit,  Deinde  per  maneria 
abbatis  de  Croilandia  transiens,  omnes  segetes  ejus,  sicut  erant  in  fine 
autumpni  congests,  in  fa  villas  redegit.  Novissime  per  urbem  qnae  Len 
appellatur  transitum  faciens,  ab  urbanis  gaudio  susceptus  est  et  magnis 
donariis  honoratus.  Deinde  versus  Aquilonem  iter  arripiens,  in  fluvio  qui 
Wellestrem  dicitur  caretas  omnes,  bigas,  et  summaries  [sumpter  horses], 
cum  thesauris,  vasis  pretiosis,  et  rebus  omnibus  quas  propensiori  cura 
dilexit,  inopinato  eventu  amisit.  Aperta  est  enim  in  mediis  fluctibus  terra, 
et  voragines  abyssus,  quge  absorbuerunt  universa,  cum  hominibus  et  equis, 
ita  quod  nec  pes  unus  evasit,  qui  casum  regi  nunciaret.  Rex  tamen  cum 
exercitu  suo  vix  elapsus  nocte  sequenti  apud  abbatiam  quse  Suenesheved 
dicitur,  pernoctavit.  Ubi,  ut  putabatur,  de  rebus  a fluctibus  devoratis 
tantam  mentis  incurrit  tristitiam,  quod  acutis  correptus  febribus  coepit 
graviter  infirmari.  Auxit  autem  aBgritudinis  molestiam  perniciosa  ejus 
ingluvies,  qui  nocte  ilia,  de  frnctu  persicorum  et  novi  ciceris  potatione 
nimis  repletus,  febrilem  in  se  calorem  acuit  fortiter  et  accendit.  Verunta- 
men  summo  inde  diluculo,  licet  cum  labore  recedens,  ad  castellum  de 
Laford  [Sleaford]  hospitaturus  perrexit.  Ubi  maxima  corporis  prsegravatus 
molestia,  in  crastino  vix  ad  castellum  de  Newerc,  equo  vehente  pervenit. 
Quo  in  loco  invalescente  morbo,  ab  abbate  de  Crocstuna  [Adam,  Abbot  of 
Croxton,  Leic.]  consilium  confessionis  et  Eucharistiam  suscepit. 

The  King  then  appointed  Henry  his  eldest  son  his  heir  and 
successor,  and  sent  letters  to  all  sheriffs,  &c.,  to  render  him 
obedience.  Upon  the  Abbot’s  asking  him  where  he  would 
wish  to  be  buried  if  he  should  die,  he  said  that  he  commended 
his  body  and  soul  to  God  and  Saint  Wulstan. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  the  account  of  John’s  death  there 
is  no  hint  of  any  belief  that  it  was  the  result  of  poison 
administered  by  a monk  of  Swineshead.  This  belief  was 
much  circulated  at  a later  date,  as  in  Caxton’s  Chronicle,  A.D, 
1502,  where  very  specific  details  are  given.  Here  the  fatal 
result  is  attributed  to  fever,  brought  on  by  the  dangers  of  his 
passage  across  the  Wash,  and  his  grief  at  his  losses ; aggravated 
by  intemperance  and  gluttony.  The  statement,  in  Matthew 
Paris,  that  he  was  defmctu  'persicorum  et  novi  ciceris  potatione 
nimis  repletus,  is  rendered  by  Holinshed  ‘ ‘ immoderate  feeding 
on  rawe  peaches  and  drinking  of  new  cider.” 
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A.D.  1221.  At  Christmas  the  King  was  holding  his  Court 
at  Oxford.  William,  Earl  of  Albemarle,  with  revolutionary 
designs  (volens  pacem  regis  turbare),  withdrew  without  per- 
mission and  betook  himself  to  Castle  Bytham  (ad  castellum  de 
Biam ).  Eaising  an  armed  force  he  attacked  and  despoiled  a 
town  thought  to  be  Edenham  ( villam  de  Tenta^n J,  and  carried 
away  to  Castle  Bytham  the  corn  that  belonged  to  the  Canons 
of  Bridlington.  He  further  laid  waste  Deeping  and  other 
neighbouring  towns,  tortured  the  inhabitants,  and  exacted 
ransom. 

Viliam  etiam  de  Depinge  cum  aliis  ejusdem  provinci®  villis  spoliavit, 
homines  cepit,  et  post  gravissimum  membrorum  cruciatum  ad  redemp- 
tionem  coegit. 

A.D.  1234.  Account  of  a miraculous  storm  against  the 
avaricious  peasants  of  Abbotsley  near  S.  Neots,  in  Huntingdon- 
shire. The  tempest  began  on  the  borders  of  Bedfordshire, 
and  so  went  on  to  the  sea  by  the  Isle  of  Ely  and  Norfolk. 

A.D.  1236.  Most  disastrous  inundations  on  the  morrow  of 
S.  Martin  (12  Nov.)  and  within  the  octave  : anchors  were  torn 
from  vessels  in  port  ; multitudes  of  men,  sheep,  and  oxen, 
were  drowned  ; trees  torn  up  by  the  roots,  and  houses  over- 
thrown. By  the  sea-side  drowned  bodies  were  tossed  about 
on  the  coast,  and  especially  was  this  the  case  near  Wisbech, 
so  that  in  one  single  day,  in  a neighbouring  town  of  no  great 
population,  as  many  as  a hundred  bodies  were  buried. 

Videbantur  igitur  inhumata  corpora  submersorum,  in  antris  marinis 
juxta  litus  maris  jacentia,  ita  quod  apud  Wisebeche,  et  in  villis  vicinis,  et 
sic  juxta  litus  et  latus  maris,  homines  perierunt  inliniti  ; ita  quod  in  una 
villa  non  populosa  circiter  centum  corpora  tradebantur  una  die  lament- 
abili  sepulturse, 

A.D.  1247.  William,  Cardinal  Bishop  of  Sabina,  passed 
through  England  as  the  Pope’s  legate,  on  his  way  to  Norway 
to  anoint  and  crown  King  Hacon.  On  landing  he  found  he 
had  to  obtain  licence  from  the  King  of  England  before  he 
could  proceed  on  his  journey  ; because  all  Papal  legates  and 
messengers  were  in  the  habit  of  making  exactions  and  in  other 
ways  disturbing  the  countries  through  which  they  passed  ; so 
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the  Cardinal  had  to  make  oath  that  he  came  not  to  the 
detriment  of  the  realm  or  church,  but  only  to  make  tranquil 
passage  from  Dover  to  Lynn,  where  he  would  embark  for 
Norway  when  he  could  obtain  a favourable  wind.  So  he  got 
his  licence,  and  hastened  to  Lynn.  Here  he  remained  nearly 
three  months.  Being  unable  to  restrain  the  innate  cupidity  of 
the  Roman,  he  sent  secret  messengers  to  bishops,  abbots,  and 
priors,  demanding  procurations  and  precious  gifts  to  be  sent 
to  him  to  Gaywood,  near  Lynn,  a manor-house  belonging  to 
the  Bishop  of  Norwich.  In  this  way  he  is  said  to  have 
raised  a sum  of  4000  marks.  But  to  cover  all  with  a pall 
of  sanctity  ( ut  sub  specie  sanctitatis  omnia  palliaret ) he  used 
constantly  to  preach  to  the  people.  And  so  at  last  he  went 
off  to  Norway. 

A.D.  1248.  The  fair  at  Westminster  established  ; and  for 
the  15  days  that  it  lasted  other  fairs  were  to  be  stopped  under 
a penalty.  The  fair  at  Ely  was  one  of  these,  and  the  Bishop 
complained  violently,  but  could  get  no  redress. 

A.D.  1250.  Great  damage  done  by  irruptions  of  the  sea  in 
Holland  in  England  and  in  Flanders. 

Hoilandia  quoque  in  Anglia,  et  Holandia  in  partibus  ultramarinis, 
cum  Flandria  et  aliis  locis  planis  et  mari  finitimis,  dampna  sustinuerunt 
irrestaurabilia. 

A.D.  1251.  Very  great  floods  in  Friesland,  attended  with 
much  loss  of  life.  Some  who  were  unharmed  discovered  in 
the  recesses  of  rocks,  and  in  some  half-demolished  dwellings, 
a great  number  of  persons  drowned,  and  on  their  arms,  necks, 
and  fingers,  an  immense  quantity  of  buckles,  necklaces,  rings, 
girdles  with  jewels,  and  other  precious  ornaments,  which  the 
deceased,  deeming  death  inevitable  ( morituri ),  had  put  on,  in 
order  that  those  who  found  their  bodies  might  judge  it  worth 
while  to  give  them  decent  burial.  The  finders  sold  the  jewels, 
&c.,  at  Boston  Fair. 

Venientes  multi  eorum  ad  nundinas  Sancti  Botulphi  volentibus  aurum 
emere,  argentum,  et  gemmas  venientes  institoribus,  bonis  conditionibus 
vendiderunt. 
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A.D.  1252.  17  Sep.  Dedication  of  the  church  at  Ely  by 

Bishop  Hugh  Northwold,  in  the  presence  of  King  Henry  III. 

A.D.  1254.  Great  sterility  in  autumn  through  inundations 
of  the  sea.  Crops  near  the  sea  were  all  rendered  worthless  by 
the  salt.  This  irruption  of  the  sea  had  been  foretold  the 
previous  winter  ; as  an  example  of  the  loss  of  the  harvest  it  is 
stated  that  the  Prior  of  Spalding,  from  all  his  lands  near  the 
coast,  could  not  get  a single  handful  of  grain. 

Mare  enim,  ut  prsedictum  est,  omnia  latera  et  litora  terrarum  vicinarum 
occupaverat  tempore  hiemali ; ita  quod  nec  fruges  poterant  apparere,  immo 
nec  silvse  vel  pomaria  virere,  frondescere,  florere,  vel  fructificare  valuerunt. 
Et  ut  aliorum  dampna  unius  exemplo  intelligere  valeamus,  solus  prior  de 
Spaulingo  non  se  poterat  in  omnibus  terris  suis  mari  conterminis  unum 
saltern  manipulum  collegisse  jactitare. 

A.D.  1256.  A grievous  strife  arose  at  Boston  Fair  between 
the  men  of  Peter  of  Savoy  and  those  of  Robert  of  Tateshall. 
It  was  quieted  by  Earl  Richard. 

A.D.  1256.  A dispute  which  seems  to  have  been  of  long 
standing  between  the  Bishop  of  Ely  and  the  Abbot  of  Ramsey 
with  regard  to  their  respective  boundaries  in  the  Fen  was 
brought  to  an  amicable  conclusion,  though  the  details  of  the 
settlement  are  not  given.  The  description  of  the  Fens  is 
interesting.  Formerly  they  were  inaccessible,  there  were  no 
dwellings,  no  foothold  for  man  or  beast ; 'only  sedge,  deep 
beds  of  mud,  marshy  thickets  of  reeds,  the  homes  of  birds, 
not  to  speak  of  demons,  as  read  of  in  the  life  of  S.  Guthlac  ; 
but  now'  all  is  converted  into  delightful  meadow  land,  and 
even  arable  ground : and  land  that  cannot  produce  corn  or 
hay  is  utilised  for  turf  and  other  fuel. 

Tempore  quoque  sub  eodem  facta  est  pax  inter  episcopum  Elyensem 
W[illelmum]  et  H[ugonem]  abbatem  Kamesiensem,  super  lite  mota  de 
terminis  in  marisco  statuendis.  De  quo  marisco  hoc  mirum  nostris  accidit 
temporibus,  ut  ubi  quondam  annis  antiquissimis,  quorum  non  exstat 
memoria,  loca  invia  et  inaccessibilia,  ubi  nullus  hominum  vel  pecudum 
gressus  fuit,  vel  habitatio,  sed  carecta,  luta  profunda,  et  arundineta 
palustria,  soils  avibus,  nedum  dicam  d^emonibus  inhabitata,  prout  legitur 
in  vita  beati  Guthlaci,  qui  ibidem  sponte,  utpote  in  loco  horroris  et  vastas 
solitudinis  coepit  habitare,  nunc  in  prata  delectabilia  et  etiam  terram 
arabilem  convertuntur.  Et  qum  ibidem  pars  segetes  vel  faena  non  pro- 
ducit,  gladiolum,  cespites,  et  alia  ignis  pabula  cohabitantibus  utilia 
germinando  abundanter  subministrat.  Unde  lis  et  gravis  contentio  de 
terminis  locorum  talium  et  terrarum,  inter  eos  qui  ab  initio  mariscum 
inhabitant  exorta,  lites  et  praelia  suscitabat. 


Borough  Green  Church  Notes. 


89 


1 260.— Borough  Green  Church  Notes —These  few  notes 
are  copied  by  Cole  (Brit.  Mus.  Add.  MSS.  5819)  “from  an 
original  MS.  of  Mr,  Layer  and  lent  me  by  Mr.  Eyres  of 
Shepreth  in  Cambridgeshire.”  They  were  made  in  1632; 
and  have  reference  to  the  inscriptions  and  heraldry  of  the 
various  churches,  and  not  to  the  architecture. 

In  the  “ windowe  of  the  Quier  ” at  Borough  Green  are  three  heraldic 
shields,  the  arms  of  Burgh  occurring  twice,  and  France  (ancient)  and 
England,  quarterly,  once.  In  the  north  chapel  are  three  impaled  coats : 
Burgh  impaling  respectively  Walgrave,  Engaine,  and  Gray.  In  stained 
glass  above  the  two  first-named  is  a portraiture  of  Sir  . . . Burgh  in 
armour,  with  a shield  of  his  arms : and  higher  in  the  same  window  the 
arms  of  Maltravers,  and  a shield  (Sable,  a lion  rampant  argent)  unidenti- 
fied. Above  the  third  impaled  coat  is  a lady  kneeling,  with  her  coat  of 
arms  (Gray).  In  another  window  is  seen  Inglethorpe  quartering  Delapole. 
[Drawings,  coloured,  of  all  these  shields  are  given.] 

On  the  N.  Side  of  the  Quier  in  Wall  somewhat  raised  from  the 
Ground  lieth  in  full  proportion  the  Bodys  of  S^  Thomas  Burgh  and  S*". 
Jo : Burgh  Knights  in  Knightly  Habites  viz : in  compleat  Armes  with 
Shields  fairelie  cutt  in  free  Stone  and  under  cache  of  them  their  Escocheons 
with  the  Coat  of  Burgh. 

And  in  the  middle  of  the  said  Quier,  being  a merveilous  faire  and 
large  Quier  for  a Parishe  Church  is  a hollowe  Tombe  of  Marble  raised  well 
neare  an  Elle  in  height  and  covered  also  with  a very  faire  blew  Marble 
removeable  ; whereon  is  the  whole  Statuarie  of  S^^.  Edward  Inglethorpe 
Knight  &c : in  Brasse  in  compleat  Armes,  and  under  his  Head  his  Creast, 
viz:  a Bores  head  Sa  Ermines  sett  in  Crowne  of  Gould  and  under  his  feet 
a Bull : and  upon  the  Egge  or  Brime  of  the  said  Cover  on  a Heme  of 
Brasse  is  this  Inscription : 

Thomas  Bradston,  Walter  Poole,  Burgh  inde  Johannes 
his  Militibus  Heres  fuit  inde  venustus 
....  ille  .... 

. . . sponsavit  Comitis  de  Wyceter  ipse 
Sororem  ....  Anno  Milleno  quater  & ccccl. 
quoque  seno  exce  dies  Bina  Septembris  quando  Kuina 
Militis  hujus  erat  inde  . . . 

Cn  the  S.  Side  of  the  Chappie  in  the  Wall  well  raised  from  the 
Ground  lieth  the  Bodies  or  Portratures  of  [blank]  in  compleat  Armor 
Crosse  legged  with  Sheild  Sword  and  Gauntlett  &c : and  his  Wife  by  him 
well  cutt  in  free  Stone. 

And  over  against  the  same,  and  in  the  same  Quier,  is  a very  faire 
Tombe,  for  those  tymes,  of  free  stone  in  the  Wall  enarched  and  raised 
breast  high  lieth  the  whole  Proportions  of  S’*.  Inglethorpe,  and  his 

Lady  by  him,  in  Knightly  Habite : upon  the  Wall  at  his  Head  2 Escocheons 
cutt  in  Stone ; the  l^t.  Inglethorpe,  2^.  Burgh ; and  at  their  feet  also  2, 
on  the  first  Burgh  and  Inglethorpe  paled  : the  2^.  Burgh  and  Inglethorpe 
quartered  and  upon  y®  Wall  under  them  4 Escocheons  cutt  in  free  Stone 
whereon  several  Armes  hath  been  depicted,  but  some  quite  worne  out ; 
save  in  the  second  may  be  discovered  the  Coat  of  Inglethorpe. 

Thomas  Inglethorpe  married  Daughter  and  Heire  of 

Burgh  of  Burrowe  Green  in  Cambr. 

Burgh  married  an  Heire  of  Delapole  who  married  the  Heire  of 
Bradston. 
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Edmond  Inglethorpe  married  Jone  Da:  and  Heire  of  Jo:  Tiptoft  Earle 
of  Worcester  and  Sister  and  Heire  of  Edward  Lo:  Tiptoft  Earle  of 
Worcester  who  lieth  buried  at  Elie. 

John  Neville  Marquesse  Mountacute  married  Isabella  Da:  and  Heire 
of  S’^.  Edmond  Inglethorpe  Kn^  and  had  Issue  George  Nevill  created  Duke 
of  Bedford  the  10  of  Edw : the  4,  who  died  without  Issue  1483  leaving  his 
6 Sisters  his  Heires:  Anne  married  to  S^,  W“.  Stoner  Kn^,  Eliz:  Wife  to 
the  Lord  Scrope  of  Upsall : Margaret  married  to  S^^.  John  Mortimer  Kn^^. 
and  after  to  Kobert  Horne : Lucy  married  to  S^^.  Tho : Fitz-Williams  of 
Aldwarke  in  Yorkshire  Father  of  W™.  Fitz-Williams  Earle  of  South- 
ampton, and  after  to  S^.  Anthony  Browne  And  Isabel  y®.  5^^.  Da:  was 
married  to  S^.  William  Huddleston  K^.  of  Sawston ; w^ii  Manor  came  to 
him  by  this  Marriage.  And  Elizabeth  Lady  Scrope  gave  to  Luce  Browne 
her  neece  Wife  of  S’^.  Jo : Cutts  of  Childerley  her  Manor  of  Burrowe  Greene 
and  divers  other  Lands  in  Cambridgeshire  ; as  Trumpington  voc : Man’ 
De  la  Pole  tenetur  de  Abbatissa  de  Berking. 

Jo:  Tiptoft  Earle  of  Worcester  was  Sonne  of  Jo:  Lord  Tiptoft  who 
was  Sonne  of  S^.  Payne  Tiptoft  D^is.  de  Langar  in  Nottinghamsh’  Sonne  of 
John  Tiptoft  Lo : of  Langar  and  Robert  Tiptoft.* 

Manerium  de  Burgh  cum  Advocacione  Ecclesi®  et  tria  Cantuaria 
ibidem  tenentur  de  Domino  Rege  ut  de  Honore  de  Richmond  per  Redditum 
et  Servicium  xiijs.  viii<i.  per  annum. 

Ed. 


1 261  .—John  Landen. — This  eminent  mathematician  was 
born  at  Peakirk,  in  1719.  He  was  for  many  years  land  agent 
to  Earl  Fitzwilliam.  His  mathematical  studies  produced 
many  learned  works,  and  some  of  his  communications  to  the 
Koyal  Society  were  regarded  as  of  great  value.  Landen  was 
a member  of  the  Spalding  Gentlemen’s  Society,  and  was 
elected  E.E.S.  in  1766.  He  mostly  resided  at  Walton,  in 
Paston  parish.  He  died  at  Milton,  15  Jan.,  1790  ; the  second 
volume  of  his  Mathematical  Memoirs,  having  been  issued  a day 
or  two  previously,  and  a copy  reached  him  only  the  day  before 
he  died.  Occasionally,  in  booksellers’  catalogues,  Landen’s 
Memoirs  appear  for  sale.  These  are  the  mathematical  works 
above  referred  to,  and  contain  nothing  in  the  nature  of 
biography.  In  the  announcement  of  his  death  in  The 
Gentleman's  Magazine,  he  is  said  to  have  been  “a  person 
as  much  esteemed  for  his  amiable  qualities  as  a gentleman, 
as  admired  and  respected  for  his  learning,”  In  a subsequent 
part  a correspondent,  who  signs  P.Q.,  gives  a full  account  of 
Landen’s  mathematical  labours,  and  concludes  his  notice  in 

* Some  mistake,  or  something  omitted,  here. 
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these  words  : — “Though  Mr.  Landen  was  undoubtedly  one  of 
the  greatest  Mathematicians  that  this  or  any  other  Kingdom 
has  produced,  his  merit,  in  this  respect,  was  not  more  con- 
spicuous than  his  moral  virtues.  The  strict  integrity  of  his 
conduct,  his  great  humanity,  and  readiness  to  serve  every  one 
to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  procured  him  respect  and  esteem 
from  all  who  knew  him  ; and  the  loss  of  him  will  be  long 
regretted  by  them.”  The  D.N.B.,  while  acknowledging  his 
humanity  and  honour,  says  that  he  was  ‘ ‘ too  dogmatic  in 
society  but  the  grounds  for  this  verdict  do  not  appear. 

M.W.S. 

1 262.— Horseshoes  and  Witches.—There  is  probably  not 
a village  in  the  Fenland  where  houses  or  cottages  may  not  be 
found  with  a horseshoe  nailed  on  one  of  the  doors.  When  I 
went  to  Maxey  in  1881,  I found  one  fixed  on  the  stable  door  of 
the  Vicarage  : and  it  was  there  when  I left  in  1901.  I had  a 
general  idea  that  they  were  put  for  “good  luck.”  I find 
however  that  they  are  meant  to  be  a preservative  against 
witches.  But  the  horseshoe  must  be  found,  or  stolen  ; not 
purchased.  An  instance  from  the  middle  of  the  last  century 
is  given  from  the  Cambridge  Advertiseff  in  Sir  Henry  Ellis’s 
edition  of  Brand’s  Popular  Antiquities^  1855.  The  passage  is 
enclosed  in  square  brackets  to  signify  that  it  is  one  of  the 
additions  supplied  by  the  Editor. 

SuPEBSTiTiON  IN  THE  Fens.— A Carpenter  residing  at  Ely,  named 
Bartingale,  being  lately  taken  ill,  imagined  that  a woman  named  Gotobed, 
whom  he  had  ejected  from  one  of  his  houses,  had  bewitched  him.  Some 
matrons  assembled  in  the  sick  man’s  chamber  agreed  that  the  only  way  to 
protect  him  from  the  sorceries  of  the  witch  was  to  send  for  the  blacksmith, 
and  have  three  horseshoes  nailed  to  the  door.  An  operation  to  this  effect 
was  performed,  much  to  the  anger  of  the  supposed  witch,  who  at  first 
complained  to  the  Dean,  but  was  laughed  at  by  his  reverence.  She  then 
rushed  in  wrath  to  the  sick  man’s  room,  and,  miraculous  to  tell,  passed  the 
Rubicon  despite  the  horseshoes.  But  this  wonder  ceased  when  it  was 
discovered  that,  in  order  to  make  the  most  of  the  job,  Vulcan  had 
substituted  donkey’s  shoes.  The  patient  is  now  happily  recovering. 

A correspondent  in  Notes  and  Queries,  in  1852,  mentions  a 
different  theory ; — 
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An  uncle  of  mine,  who  has  a large  farm  near  Ilford,  tells  me,  that  observing 
a horse-shoe  nailed  to  the  door  of  one  of  his  cow-houses,  he  asked  the 
cow-keeper  why  he  had  fixed  it  there.  The  lad  gravely  replied,  “ Why,  to 
keep  the  wild-horse  away,  to  be  sure.”  This  is,  to  me,  a new  reason  for 
the  practice. 

At  a later  date  the  nailing  of  a horseshoe  on  a door  is  stated 
to  have  been  simply  an  invocation  of  good  luck  ; and,  as  such, 
“of  course  had  a peculiar  protective  pov7er  against  witches,  as 
Gay  expresses  it  : — 


1263. — The  Bailiff’s  Daughter  of  Islington  (1224).— 

H.K.S.  may  like  to  know  that  Mr.  W.  A.  Dutt,  in  his 
Highioays  and  Byioays  in  East  Anglia,  quoting  some  stanzas 
from  this  old  ballad,  takes  it  for  granted  that  the  home  of 
the  heroine  was  Islington  in  Norfolk.  “Another  hamlet  in 
Marshland  is  far  more  famous  in  song  than  Walpole,  Tilney, 
or  Terrington  in  story.  This  hamlet  is  Islington  — the 
Islington  whose  bailiffs  daughter  was  so  charming  that  she 
won  the  heart  of  the  squire’s  son,  and  so  coy  that  all  his 
ardent  pleadings  were  in  vain.”  M.W.S. 

1 264. — Militia  Rates  for  the  Diocese  of  Ely. — These 
rates  are  given  by  Cole  from  Rand’s  MS.,  a collection  lent  to 
him  in  1773.  Mr.  Brock  Rand  had  been  Fellow  of  Corpus 
Christi  College,  Cambridge,  and  Chaplain  to  Bishop  Green, 
both  at  Norwich  and  Ely. 

Ao.  1596.  3.  Nov:  By  Order  from  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council,  to 
the  ABp.  of  Canterbury,  and  by  him  to  Humfrey  Tyndal,  Dean  of  Ely,  and 
one  of  the  Guardians  of  the  Spiritualities,  a Bate  was  made  by  the  Dean, 
and  imposed  on  the  Clergy  of  the  Diocese  of  Ely,  for  the  raising  of  Horse 
and  Foot,  with  Armour  &c.  in  which  the  whole  Number  of  Horse  and  Foot 
to  be  raised  in  the  Diocese  are  said  to  amount  to  103. 

A°.  1609.  4.  Apr,  Also  another  Kate  was  made  of  the  Horse,  Foot, 

and  Armour,  charged  upon  the  whole  Clergy  of  the  Diocese  of  Ely,  by 
William  Gager,  LL.D.  Chancellor  to  Martin  Lord  Bp.  of  Ely,  by  Order 
from  the  ABp.  and  by  Virtue  of  Letters  from  the  Privy  Council,  in  which 
the  whole  Number  of  Horse  and  Foot  to  be  raised  and  trayned  is  91. 


The  horse-shoe’s  nail’d,  each  threshold’s  guard.” 


Ed. 


1696.  Horsemen 


Footmen  < Calivers 
( Corsletts 


Muskets 


Shipping  of  the  Isle  of  Ely,  1566. 
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It  is  said  that  the  small  Vicarages,  which  are  here  joyned  together,  to 
furnish  a Pike,  used  to  be  charged  severally  to  furnish  a Bill-Man  : but 
that  Service  not  being  now  accounted  of,  the  Charge  is  altered.  The 
following  Benefices  are  not  charged  at  all  in  this  Rate. 


Bishoprick. 

S^.  Giles  Cambr. 
S^.  Andr:  Cambr. 
Arrington. 

S^  Benedict’s  Ca. 
Botolph’s  Ca. 

Gamlingay  V 
Hornsey. 

St  John’s. 

St.  Mary  Parv. 
Steresbrig  Chap 
St.  Michael’s. 


( Lances  1 

1609.  Horsemen  < Light  Horse  4 
( Petronells  ...  12 


Caxton  j 

Childerley.  I 

St.  Clement’s  Cambr.  [ 
St.  Edward’s  Cam:  [ 

Elme  cum  Emneth  R.  I 
Fen  Drayton  J 

Over  R. 

St,  Peter’s. 

St.  Sepulchre’s. 

Shengay. 

Stow  Quy. 

Trinity,  Ely 
West  wick. 

Wilburton. 

{Muskets 17 

Cali  vers  16 

Carols  with  Pikes  41 


This  Account  mentions,  That  the  Livings  in  this  Diocese  are  much 
impaired  by  the  great  Decay  of  Saffron  Grounds  the  last  great  frosty 
Winter  1607,  and  says  the  present  Year  is  a dear  one.  The  following 
Benefices  are  not  charged  at  all  in  this  Rate. 


8t.  A«  I 

St.  Andrew’s,  Barnwell. 

It  ! Cambr. 

St.  Botolph’s  \ 

Eltisley. 

Fen  Drayton. 

Hadenham. 

Harleston. 

Horningsey. 

St.  John. 

St.  Mary  parva. 

St.  Mary  major. 

St.  Mary,  Ely. 

Steresbreg  Chapel. 

St.  Michael. 


Cambr. 


Caxton. 

Chetisham. 
Childerley. 

St.  Clement’s 
St.  Edward’s 
All  Saints. 

Over  R. 

St.  Peter’s. 

St.  Sepulchre’s. 
Shengay. 

Stow  Quy. 
Stunteney, 

Trinity,  Cambridge. 
, Ely. 


West- Wickham. 
Wilburton. 


Brit.  Mus.  Add.  MSS.  5847. 


Ed. 


1265— Shipping  of  the  Isle  of  Ely,  1566. — In  1565, 

the  Privy  Council  addressed  their  letters  to  certain  Com- 
missioners, authorising  them  to  stay  and  prohibit  shipping 
from  carrying  out  of  the  ports  and  creeks  within  the  Isle  of 
Ely  any  corn,  grain,  and  other  victual.  At  that  time  it  was 
feared  that  England  was  likely  to  suffer  from  a scarcity  of 
corn,  and  Corn  Sessions  were  held  throughout  the  land.  The 


94 


Fenland  Notes  and  Queeies. 


annexed  survey  of  the  shipping  of  the  Isle  of  Ely  shows  that 
the  navigation  of  the  Fens  has  never  been  very  prosperous.  It 
was  not  a corn  producing  country,  and  the  cattle  and  sheep 
were  driven  to  the  uplands  in  the  winter : but  there  were  no 
roads,  so  the  only  mode  of  transit  for  burdens  was  by  the 
rivers  and  lodes. 

Many  thousands  have  been  spent  on  the  Nene  navigation, 
and  even  now  no  one  can  be  found  to  take  a lease  of  it : that 
of  the  Ouse  is  so  unprofitable  that  the  grantee  of  the  tolls  of 
the  upper  part  of  the  river  has  been  recently  tempted  to 
convey  to  a pauper  to  make  himself  invulnerable  to  the  rating 
authorities. 

This  survey  shows  that  the  population  of  Ely  was,  in  1566, 
about  1,700  persons.  The  shipping  consisted  of  a few  keels, 
lighters,  and  barges.  The  reference  is  Dom.  Eliz.  Case  A,  13. 

“The  certificat  to  the  Quenes  most  honorable  pryvie 

councell  of  Eycharde  Bysshope  of  Elye  Edmunde  Beaupr6 
Henrye  Pepper  and  Eobert  Balame,  commyssioners  appoynted' 
for  Thisle  of  Elye  towchynge  good  order  of  the  portes  krykes 
and  landinge  places  within  the  said  Isle  made  the  fourthe 
daye  of  December  in  the  eighte  yere  of  her  highnes  Eaign 
as  followeth  : — 

‘ ‘ ffyrst  we  the  saide  Commyssioners  do  certyfie  yor  honors 
that  there  is  one  creke  or  ryver  at  the  Towne  of  Elye  within 
Thisle  of  Elye  which  is  a landynge  place  and  there  is  a 
common  passage  by  the  freshe  water  for  the  cariage  of  grayne 
and  other  thinges  mencyoned  in  the  commyssion  towarde  the 
Seas  where  be  three  hundreth  and  fortie  howseholdes.  At 
the  towne  of  Marche  within  the  saide  Isle  there  is  one  other 
creke  or  landynge  place  where  be  a hundred  and  syxtenn 
howseholdes  and  there  is  one  other  creke  and  landynge  place 
nerer  the  sea  and  nere  the  townes  of  Leveryngton,  Newton, 
Tydd  Saynte  Gyles  and  Wisbiche  within  the  saide  Isle 
which  townes  have  in  the  whole  in  number  syxe  hundreth 
howseholdes. 


Shipping  op  the  Isle  op  Ely,  1566. 
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“Item  all  the  said  crekes  and  landynge  places  within  the 
saide  Isle  are  in  the  governaunce  of  the  said  Bysshopp  of  Elye 
under  the  Quenes  highnes  and  that  the  said  Bysshopp  hathe 
not  heretofore  used  to  give  anye  lycence  to  lade  or  unlade  to 
come  in  or  go  forthe  of  the  saide  landynge  places. 

“Item  in  Elye  are  three  barges  whereof  one  belongeth  to 
Thomas  Archer  being  of  syxe  carte  lode  burden  and  one  other 
belongeth  to  Eycharde  Love  being  of  eighte  carte  lode  burden 
and  the  thirde  belongeth  to  John  Thompson  being  of  eighte 
carte  lode  burden : and  there  be  to  the  numbre  of  eighte 
persons  whiche  do  labor  and  get  theire  lyvinge  with  the  same 
comonlie  usynge  the  caryage  of  grayne  to  Lynn. 

“Item  in  Marche  there  be  of  greate  botes  to  the  numbre  of 
eighte  whereof  some  be  of  one  cart  lode  burden  some  of  one 
carte  lode  and  a half  some  of  twoe  cart  lodes  belongynge  to 
sondrye  persons  of  the  saide  towne  of  Marche,  that  is  to  say 
to  John  Brodd,  Hughe  Cornye,  William  Mobb,  Lawrence 
Andrewe,  William  Akens,  Thomas  Jackson,  and  William 
Cowarde. 

“Item  there  be  in  Wisbiche  keles  barges  botes  and  lighters 
to  the  numbre  of  xiiij  whiche  use  common  cariage  of  grayne 
and  sea  cole  being  in  burden  some  three  ton  some  fewer  ton 
some  syxe  ton  some  eighte  ton  some  tenn  ton  and  some 
twelve  ton  belongynge  to  sondrye  persons  of  the  saide  towne 
of  Wisbiche,  that  is  to  saye  to  Powle  London,  Steven  Scott, 
Gylbert  Kendall,  William  Graneforthe,  John  Browne,  Eycharde 
Bagen  and  John  Pownden.  And  there  are  to  the  numbre  of 
xij  persons  which  be  called  watermen  besydes  the  owners 
of  the  saide  vessells  which  do  commonlie  labor  and  get  theire 
lyvinge  with  the  saide  vessells  and  are  no  maryners  or 
ffyshermen. 

“Item  we  the  saide  commyssioners  have  appoynted  oure 
deputies  at  Elye  Edmunde  Heynes  Eycharde  Love  Chrystofer 
Eeve  and  William  Brydgeman  ; at  Marche  John  Odam  Eoger 
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Bussye  and  John  ffage,  and  at  Wisbiche  Eobert  Best  John 
Crosse  Eycbarde  Best  and  Eobert  Cowper. 

“Item  we  do  certyfie  a restraynte  made  by  oure  saide 
deputies  of  Wisbiche  of  two  bundretb  stone  of  beof  wbicbe 
Henry e Markham  of  Wisbiche  bathe  solde  unto  one  James 
Weenche  of  London  and  bathe  not  as  yet  shewed  to  us  anye 
warrante  for  the  same  as  the  saide  commyssion  requireth. 

Eicharde  Elye.  Ed.  Beaupre. 

Henry  Pepper.  Eobert  Balam.” 

L.G. 

1266.— Kate. — At  Chesterton,  on  the  Great  North  Eoad, 
we  have  Kate’s  Cabin,  well  known  to  all  hunting  men  : where 
the  King  Street  branch  of  Ermine  Street  joins  the  road 
between  Peterborough  and  Sleaford  we  find  Kate’s  Bridge : 
and  in  Whaplode  Drove  there  is  Kate’s  Cove  Corner. 

Is  this  the  same  Kate  ? was  she  a person  ? or  is  the  name 
in  each  case  a corruption  of  some  elementary  component  of 
local  names  ? At  Whaplode  Drove  the  church  is  dedicated  to 
S.  John  Baptist : but  there  is  a district  between  Whaplode 
and  Whaplode  Drove  marked  in  the  maps  as  S.  Catharine’s, 
which  may  be  connected  with  Kate’s  Cove  Corner.  This  last 
name  is  sometimes  spelt  Cate.  I see  that  our  correspondent, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Wheeler,  in  his  Fens  of  South  Lincolnshire,  gives 
Catebrigge,  and  Catebridge  Water,  as  names  of  the  river  Glen, 
which  flows  under  Kate’s  Bridge : but  this  does  not  help 
towards  the  etymology.  E.M.G. 

The  late  Bishop  Trollope,  in  his  paper  on  the  Ermine 
Street  read  at  Lincoln  17  June,  1868,  mentions  that  it 
‘ ‘ crossed  the  Glen  at  Katesbridge,  after  which  its  line  is  not 
distinguishable.”  He  does  not  seem  to  name  Kate’s  Cabin, 
though  he  describes  the  exact  spot,  on  the  Ermine  Street,  as 
‘ ‘ a point  between  Chesterton  and  Alwalton,  or  the  site  of  the 
great  station  of  Durohrivce,  close  to  the  village  of  Castor,  in 
the  county  of  Northampton.”  Ed. 
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condition  of  the  inhabitants.  The  Liberty  of  Peterborough  is  the  only 
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Bury  St.  Edmunds  Notes  and  Impressions.  By  the  Rev, 
H.  J.  Duldnfield  Astley,  M.A.,  Litt.  D.  (Elliot  vStock,  London.  1907.) — 
This  little  book  was  issued  in  anticipation  of  the  pageant  which  attracted 
so  many  visitors  to  Bury  not  long  ago.  The  slight  nature  of  its  contents 
is  sufficiently  indicated  by  the  title.  The  reputation  of  the  writer  as  a 
careful  and  accomplished  antiquary  is  sufficient  guarantee  that  the 
historical  references  may  be  relied  upon,  though  the  book  makes  no  claim 
to  be  in  any  sense  an  exhaustive  account  of  the  town  or  abbey.  The  whole 
makes  delightful  reading.  It  is  inevitable,  apparently,  that  in  nearly 
every  new  work  that  treats  of  historical  incidents,  some  of  our  most 
cherished  beliefs  should  receive  some  sort  of  a shock.  "We  had  thought 
that  the  martyrdom  of  Edmund  the  King  at  Hoxne  was  a thoroughly 
established  fact.  The  author  doubts  it ; and  adopts  the  view  of  Lord 
Francis  Hervey,  who  gave  great  study  to  the  examination  of  the  evidence, 
that  the  tradition  is  at  fault,  and  goes  so  far  as  to  say  that  “we  do  not  know 
the  circumstances  of  Edmund’s  death.”  He  admits  that  he  was  slain  by 
the  Danes  ; but  seems  to  regard  the  story  of  his  having  been  bound  to  a 
tree  and  then  killed  by  arrows  as  a pure  Action.  Is  it  not  a fact  that  at 
Hoxne  a very  old  tree  was  reputed  by  the  inhabitants  to  have  been  the 
very  tree  to  which  the  King  was  tied,  and  that  when  this  tree  fell  down 
of  pure  old  age  some  sixty  years  ago,  arrow-heads  were  found  imbedded 
in  the  trunk  ? 
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Queries  for  Somerset  and  Dorset,  78 ; The  Noduralist,  G06,  607,  608 ; 
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1 267.— Boroughbupy. — The  Manor  Tithe  Free.  The  Vicar's 
Tithes.  Thomas  Gardner's  Deposition.  Mr.  Gunton's  Tithe 
Figs. 

The  manor  of  Boroughbury  was  always  distinct  from  that 
of  the  vill  of  Peterborough.  It  formed  the  Abbot’s  demesne, 
and  as  such  was  not  subject  to  tithes.  Annexed  to  the  manor- 
house  or  burysted  there  were  one  or  two  crofts  of  about  30 
acres,  the  rest  of  the  manor  being  divided  into  “fields,”  and 
those  into  “wongs.”* 

Hawrygf eld  contained  about  85  acres,  subdivided  into  wongs : 
Hawthornwong,  Houndhilwong,  the  Gores,  the  Five-acre, 
Oxwong,  Heyhawryg,  the  Seven-acre,  and  Walwortwong. 

Copmylnefeld  contained  about  95  acres  in  Cleywong, 
Southirhollewong,  Crossewong,  Northhollewong,  Brymbilwong, 
the  Butts,  and  Eyngesmoore. 

Galowfeld  contained  about  135  acres  in  Toftwong,  Monk- 
lanewong,  Wellwodewong,  Edmundiswro,  Falihamhirnewong, 
and  a separate  close  abutting  on  the  Gallows,  containing 
three  acres,  3 roods,  32  perches. 

Spitalfeld  contained  about  60  acres  in  Scotereswong, 
Botolfwey,  Shortcrosswong,  and  a pasture  abutting  on  the 
Pond  of  Boroughbury  called  the  Trenches. 

Wodehithfeld  contained  about  120  acres  in  Stony wong  at 
the  end  of  Westgate,  Gulmewong,  Maswell,  Millwong,  the 
Butts  abutting  on  Gulmawebrok,  and  a close  abutting  on 
the  south  side  of  the  hospital. 

The  exemption  of  the  Abbot’s  demesne  from  tithe  was  called 
in  question  after  the  Suppression,  when  it  became  part  of  the 
endowment  of  the  bishoprick. 

Tanholt,  and  the  farm  called  “le  Low,”  claimed  the  like 
exemption,  so  the  Vicar  had  to  look  to  the  Vill,  Sexton  Barns, 
and  Longthorpe,  and  other  hamlets.  In  1620,  William 
Manesty  and  William  Hake  farmed  Boroughbury,  and  paid 

* Cott.  MSS.  Nero.  c.  vii.  Keddit;  ao ; Will.  Gyenge,  3°— A.D.  1399. 
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no  tithes,  a jury  finding  that  if  paid  in  kind  they  were  worth 
13^’-  6®-  8*^-  from  Hakes’  land.  Manesty^  rented  the  Mill  with 
the  ponds.  The  Court  Eolls  note  an  order,  14  Oct.,  1618, 
“that  Wm.  Manesty  fermor  of  the  mill  called  Burro wberry- 
water  Mill  shall  take  order  that  the  water  be  not  suffered  to 
rise  and  swell  to  the  annoyance  of  the  manor-house  of  Burrow- 
berryt  or  the  strete  adjoining  but  that  the  wash  shall  be 
sufficiently  from  time  to  time  kept  that  the  dam  may  continue 
at  a reasonable  stage  upon  payne  of  five  pounds  for  every 
default  therein.” 

In  1676,  Mr.  Geo.  Gascoign,J  vicar  of  Peterborough, 
commenced  a tithe  suit  against  Laurence  Parker,  Thos.  Spicer, 
and  Francis  Story.  The  deposition  of  Thomas  Gardner,  of 
Peterborough,  aged  74,  very  clearly  shows  that  Boroughbury 
is  not  titheable  land. 

To  the  first  interrogatory  this  deponent  saith  that  he  knoweth  the 
complainant  George  Gascoign  and  hath  known  him  all  the  time  he  hath 
been  vicar  of  Peterborough  and  all  the  defendants  for  the  space  of  twenty 
years  and  upwards.  To  the  second  and  third  interrogatories  he  this 
deponent  saith  he  hath  known  the  city  and  town  of  Peterborough  and  the 
parish  of  St.  John  Baptist  within  the  said  borough  for  the  space  of  three 
score  years  and  upwards  being  born  and  always  living  there  and  that  there 
are  belonging  to  the  parish  of  St.  John  Baptist  there  several  hamlets 
namely  Longthorp,  Dogsthorp,  Newark  and  Eastfield  which  are  the  tithe- 
able  places  within  the  said  parish  of  St.  J ohn  Baptist  and  saith  Doersthorp, 
Newark  and  Eastfield  pay  their  great  tithes  namely  hay,  and  all  kinds  of 
wheat,  rye,  pease,  beans  and  barley,  oats  and  lintells  and  all  manner  of 
grain  sown  in  the  f eilds  to  the  farmer  of  the  impropriacon  which  is  coraonlv 
called  Sexton  Barnes  except  the  scite  of  Borough  Berry  and  the  lands 
thereunto  belonging  which  never  paid  any  tithe  at  all  and  saith  that  he 
this  deponent  knoweth  the  severall  Closes  called  the  Dam  Close.  Pond 
Close,  Conduit  Close,  Butt  Close,  New  Close,  Rape  Close,  the  fifty  acres 
Close  and  Cottagers  Close,  and  saith  that  these  Closes  are  parcel  of  the 
scite  of  the  manner  of  Borough  Berry  and  never  for  the  space  of  three 
score  yeares  and  upwards  paid  any  tithes  great  or  small  at  all  either  to 
the  impropriator  or  vicar  of  St.  John  Baptist  and  saith  that  old  Mr. 
Gunton  that  was  tenant  to  Borough  Berry  and  Sexton  Barnes  the  impro- 
priation at  one  and  the  same  time  sent  his  sowes  to  Borough  Berry  to 
pigge  there  to  save  the  payment  of  the  tithe  pigges  from  the  Vicar  and 
saith  that  he  the  deponent  likewise  knoweth  a parcell  of  ground  or  the 
Sheepe  walke  called  the  fforty  acres  and  the  Parke  meadow  in  the  inter- 
rogatory named,  and  that  the  same  doe  belong  to  the  Bishop  of  Peter- 
borough and  that  the  said  sheepwalke  or  fforty  acres  and  the  Parke  were 
ever  tithe  free  during  this  deponents  memory  And  saith  that  the  scite  of 

Sp.  Comm.  17  Jac.  1. 

t Built  by  Abbot  Grodfrey  de  Croyland  in  1307,  at  the  cost  of  621i.  6s.  7d. 
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the  manor  of  Borough  Berry  and  all  the  Closes  thereunto  belonging  and 
the  sheepe  walke  or  forty  acres  and  the  Parke  meadow  are  within  the 
parish  of  St.  John  Bapt.  and  parcell  of  the  Abbey  of  Peterborough  and 
always  accounted  soe  And  this  deponent  saith  that  he  knoweth  a farm 
called  Oxney  farm  and  all  the  grounds  thereunto  belonging  but  knoweth 
not  them  by  the  particular  names  in  the  interrogatory  and  likewise  he 
knoweth  Tanholt  farm  and  all  the  ground  belonging  to  the  said  farm  and 
saith  that  Oxney  farm  is  reputed  to  be  Abbey  land  and  Oxney  is  within 
the  parish  of  St.  John  Baptist  and  Tanholt  lyeth  within  Eye  and  saith 
that  Oxney  and  Tanholt  are  tithe  free  and  that  Oxney  is  reputed  to  belong 
to  the  late  dissolved  Abbey  of  Peterborough  but  whether  they  paid  small 
tithes  or  no  he  this  deponent  knoweth  not.  To  the  tenth  interrogatory 
this  deponent  saith  that  yearly  within  the  parish  of  St.  John  Baptist  for  a 
stropper  there  is  paid  two  pence,  for  a new  milch  cow  and  calf  six  pence.* 

Both  Geo.  Leafield  and  Laurence  Parker,  who  farmed  at 
Thorpe,  swore  that  the  farm  called  Berissted,  in  Longthorpe, 
was  tithe  free — great  and  small.  The  vicar  failed  to  show 
that  Boroughbury  was  titheable,  in  spite  of  “the  writing 
shewn  purporting  to  be  an  endowment  of  the  vicarage  taken 
out  of  the  old  legier  book  called  Swapham  belonging  to  the 
Dean  and  Chapter.”  L.G. 

1 268— Funerals  and  Bight  of  Way. — The  following 
appeared  in  The  Evening  Standard  of  19  June,  1907 : — 

The  Eev.  W.  Benson,  vicar  of  Deeping  St.  Nicholas  (Lincolnshire),  in 
advocating  at  the  Spalding  Eural  Council  the  making  of  some  new  roads  in 
Deeping  Fen,  said  that  superstition  there  had  gone  so  far  that  a person 
would  not  allow  a dead  body  to  be  carried  across  his  farm,  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  give  a right  of  way.  As  a consequence,  in  attending  a 
funeral  persons  had  to  travel  a distance  of  thirty-two  miles  round  to  cover 
(had  a proper  road  existed)  a few  miles  only. 

The  belief,  which  at  one  time  was  very  prevalent,  that  the 
passage  of  a funeral  created  a right  of  way,  can  hardly  be  called 
a “superstition.”  It  should  rather  be  classed  among  popular 
or  vulgar  errors.  In  1873  several  communications  on  this 
subject  appeared  in  Notes  and  Queries.  Instances  were  given 
of  the  belief  from  various  districts  ; as,  Derbyshire,  Cornwall, 
Worcestershire,  Cheshire,  Glamorganshire,  and  Buckingham- 
shire. It  was  felt  that  there  must  be  some  foundation  for  an 
impression  so  widely  spread.  What  seems  to  be  a complete 
explanation  was  some  years  later  given  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Marsh 

Tithes  were : 2d.  a cow  in  lieu  of  tithe  milk ; 6d.  a calf  for  tithe  calves ; 2d.  a 
fleece  for  tithe  wool ; 3d.  a lamb  for  lambs,  and  tithe  apples  in  kind. 
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(5th  S.  X.  197).  He  says  that  this  widespread  popular  error 
is  “ easily  to  be  accounted  for.” 

In  proving  public  user  of  a way,  it  is  seldom  possible  to  adduce 
evidence  of  acts  of  user,  in  open  assertion  of  a right,  in  the  presence  of  the 
owner  of  the  land ; and  evidence  of  solitary  acts  of  user  is  met  by  the 
objections  that  they  were  acts  of  trespass  unknown  to  the  owner,  or  that 

there  was  an  implied  permission  as  an  act  of  favour The  passing  of 

a public  procession,  of  which  a funeral  would  be  a conspicuous  instance, 
would  be  an  act  of  notoriety,  capable  of  proof  by  a number  of  witnesses, 
and  would  therefore  be  an  important  fact  in  proof  of  public  user.  Persons 
far  above  the  vulgar,  seeing  the  stress  laid  on  such  a fact  in  a trial  at  law, 
might  be  excused  for  some  confusion  of  ideas  between  a right  of  way 
established  by  evidence  of  a funeral  procession  and  a right  created  by  the 
funeral  procession  itself. 

Such  being  the  case  a land-owner  might  well  hesitate 

to  allow  a funeral  procession  to  pass  over  his  ground,  knowing  the  use 
that  would  be  made  of  the  fact  in  encouraging  a popular  belief  in  a public 
right,  and  apprehending  that  as  a matter  of  legal  evidence  the  fact  might 
be  remembered  and  used  against  him,  when  unable  to  prove  the  circum- 
stances of  his  permission  having  been  asked  for  and  given.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  refusal  itself,  by  being  attributed  to  the  motive  of  preventing 
the  creation  of  a public  way,  would  encourage  the  vulgar  error. 

But  all  difficulty  can  be  easily  overcome  by  the  owner  taking 
a fee,  even  a nominal  one,  for  the  passage  of  the  funeral 
through  his  grounds.  Of  course,  in  any  case  where  there 
would  be  the  least  chance  of  a right  of  way  being  afterwards 
claimed,  the  payment  of  the  fee  would  have  to  be  properly 
attested.  If  this  had  been  done  at  Deeping  S.  Nicholas  there 
would  have  been  no  need  for  the  funeral  to  travel  thirty-two 
miles.  In  one  of  the  letters  alluded  to  above  the  writer  men- 
tions the  case  of  a tenant  farmer  raising  an  objection  to  a 
corpse  being  carried  across  his  fields,  from  fear  of  creating  a 
right  of  way  ; and  his  objection  was  overcome  by  the  under- 
taker promising  to  stick  six  black  pins  in  the  gate-post  of  the 
meadow  through  which  the  funeral  was  to  pass.  This  was 
clearly  to  be  taken  as  payment  of  a trifling  fee  as  an  acknow- 
ledgment. I remember  hearing  at  Durham,  nearly  fifty  years 
ago,  how  it  had  been  recently  desired  that  a funeral  procession 
to  the  Cathedral  should  pass  over  some  ground  (I  think  the 
Prebends’  Bridge)  which  was  the  private  property  of  the 
Chapter,  and  over  which  there  was  no  public  right  of  way  ; 
and  the  procession  was  stopped  for  the  Chapter’s  agent  to 
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receive  a fee,  which  was  afterwards  (if  not  immediately) 
returned. 

In  the  above  extract  from  The  Evening  Standard  the  distance, 

thirty- two  miles,  refers  to  the  double  journey.  An  article  in 

The  Peterborough  Advertiser,  commenting  upon  this  case,  says 

that  the  opinion  spoken  of  is  surprisingly  prevalent,  and  adds 

(rightly)  that  farmers  and  men  of  the  world  hold  it 

to  be  law,  and  not  superstition,  and  it  is  rather  strange  that  a case  never 
seems  to  have  arisen  in  Court  to  disabuse  their  minds  of  the  idea — for  the 
reason  probably  that  no  one  would  think  of  questioning  the  right  of  way 
established  by  the  passage  of  a dead  body.  In  a right  of  way  dispute  in  a 
local  County  Court  the  question  of  whether  a corpse  had  ever  been  taken 
over  the  path  was  asked,  but  the  case  did  not  turn  upon  it. 

The  little  settlement  in  Deeping  Fen  which  is  concerned  in 
this  matter  is  called  Tongue  End.  It  is  further  from  the 
church  than  is  stated  in  the  article,  being  a good  four  miles  in 
a straight  line  according  to  the  Ordnance  map.  It  is  about  the 
same  distance  from  Bourne. 

In  some  of  the  sparsely-populated  areas  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Deeping,  the  notion  has  become  a nuisance.  Deeping  St.  Nicholas  Church, 
dumped  down  on  the  marshy  fenland,  is  about  as  inaccessible  as  a Church 
can  be.  From  the  crow’s  point  of  view.  Tongue  End,  which  is  in  the 
parish,  is  between  two  and  three  miles  from  the  Church,  but  for  those  who 
attend  a funeral  it  means  about  thirty-two  miles. 

Tongue  End  is  a little,  scattered  community  which  might  be  more 
fittingly  named  World’s  End — if,  indeed,  it  can  be  considered  to  be  in  the 
world.  There  are  a score  or  more  houses,  and  the  children — there  are 
children  there — have  to  go  four  miles  to  Baston  to  school.  Sometimes — 
not  often — people  die  there,  and  have  to  be  buried  at  Deeping  St.  Nicholas, 
and  it  is  then  that  the  thirty-two  miles’  journey  has  to  be  undertaken.  The 
corpse  may  not  be  taken  over  the  fields ; it  has  to  be  kept  to  the  road, 
which  means  going  to  Baston,  back  to  Deeping,  and  thence  to  the  Parish 
Church  at  Deeping  St.  Nicholas — a distance  of  from  14  to  16  miles  each 
way ; opinions  differ  as  to  the  actual  mileage. 

Ed. 

1 269.— Fenland  Lightermen. — Barges,  which  at  one  time 
were  very  numerous  in  the  Fens,  still  travel  through  them 
though  in  much  smaller  numbers.  In  my  young  days  the 
bargees  always  called  themselves  “lightermen,”  and  were 
dressed  in  a wonderful  fashion  in  sleeved  waistcoats  of  blue  or 
red  plush  with  glass  buttons,  and  wore  fur  caps.  Several  of 
the  river-side  public  houses,  where  they  used  to  stop  to  bait  the 
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horses,  had  (and  may  still  have)  a black  board  with  the  bargees’ 
names  painted  down  one  side,  leaving  ample  space  for  chalk  marks 
denoting  the  amount  of  beer  which  they  consumed.  In  early 
days  the  “horse  boys”  were  expected  to  swim  the  horses  across 
the  river  at  places  where  the  towing-path  changed  sides.  This 
I have  seen  done,  with  the  boy  standing  on  the  horse’s  back, 
holding  on  to  the  halter.  In  Willis  and  Clark’s  Architecticral 
History  of  the  University  of  Cambridge  (i.  569)  there  is  a draw- 
ing of  the  “ Backs  ” at  Clare,  with  barges  drawn  by  horses  in 
the  water,  and  this  I have  known  to  be  done,  though  latterly 
they  have  always  poled  them  along.  Old  Banham,  who  kept 
Jesus  Lock,  was  full  of  yarns  about  lightering,  and  also  about 
life  on  colliers  on  the  East  Coast.  Once,  at  Sunderland  I think, 
he  was  chased  by  a press  gang.  He  and  his  companion  had  to 
cross  a bridge  where  there  was  a toll  to  pay.  They  had  no 
money,  or  could  not  spare  the  time  to  fumble  in  their  pockets, 
but  flung  down  the  silk  kerchiefs  which  they  wore  round  their 
necks  instead,  and  so  escaped.  He  used  to  tell  how,  when 
alongside  of  ships  at  Lynn,  they  used  to  taste  the  salt  beef 
which  the  sailors  ate,  but  he  declared  that  the  lighters’  salt 
beef  was  better,  as  it  was  not  so  old  and  so  salt.  The  gentle 
movement  of  the  lighter,  he  used  to  say,  worked  the  salt  into 
the  meat  better  : at  that  time  every  gang  of  lighters  carried  its 
pickle-tub  like  a ship  at  sea.  In  my  recollection  they  always 
cooked  and  ate  their  meals  on  board  of  the  “house”  lighter, 
sitting  on  the  deck.  No  beer  was  ever  carried  on  board,  nor 
was  any  drunk  during  the  meal  : at  the  close  they  all  adjourned 
to  the  public-house.  At  that  time  all  the  fires  in  Cambridge 
were  lighted  with  sedge,  brought  from  Wicken  Fen  in  small 
“Fen  boats,”  which  I have  often  seen,  with  a stack  of  the 
sedge  on  each.  These  boats  brought  peat  also.  They  are 
small,  and  can  float  anywhere. 

Old  Banham  could  tell  strange  yarns  about  getting  gangs  of 
full-sized  20-ton  lighters  up  to  Bedford  or  Northampton  : how 
in  dry  seasons  they  were  scraping  along  the  bottom  most  of 
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the  way,  and  sometimes  had  to  make  an  artificial  dam  by 
sinking  the  “horse  boat”  across  the  river  and  extending  tar- 
paulins to  hold  up  the  water.  Then,  when  it  gathered,  the 
lighters  could  be  dragged  along,  one  at  a time,  by  several 
horses.  It  seems  hardly  conceivable  that  such  methods  should 
have  been  resorted  to  in  the  nineteenth  century. 

The  lightermen  were  a distinct  caste,  because  they  lived  and 
worked  apart  from  their  fellows,  and  did  their  work  while 
others  rested.  I have  seen  the  pe7^sonnel  of  a “gang”  pass 
the  entire  day  lolling  at  their  ease  with  infinite  beer  on  the 
benches  outside  the  “Pike  and  Eel”  at  Baitsbite,  while  their 
lighters  were  being  loaded  with  “fossils,”  as  they  called  the 
coprolites,  and  then,  at  about  six  o’clock  in  the  evening,  they 
started  on  their  journey  to  Lynn. 

The  lightering  trade  in  my  young  days  was  moribund, 
because  the  railway  carried  coals,  &c.,  more  cheaply,  but 
“waterworks,”  as  they  called  it,  took  a new  lease  of  life  about 
1860,  when  the  coprolite  industry  was  instituted.  Coprolites, 
by  the  way,  staved  off  ruin  for  a while  from  many  landowners, 
who  had  been  suffering  from  Free  Trade. 

As  I have  said,  much  of  the  barge  work  was  necessarily  done 
at  night  and  at  odd  hours  because  of  the  tides  between  Denver 
Sluice  and  Lynn.  It  was  thought  necessary  to  encourage  the 
horses  by  a peculiar  chant,  probably  of  some  antiquity — it  may 
have  been  the  war-song  of  the  Vikings  or  of  the  Iceni.  It 
began  with  a deep  note,  and  then  consisted  of  the  constant 
repetition  of  a rather  higher  one,  as  long  as  the  performer’s 
breath  held  out.  It  then  finished  with  a mournful  wail  on  two 
notes. 

Denver  Sluice  was  the  metropolis  of  bargeedom.  It  was  the 
point  at  which  the  quiet  water  ended  and  the  tidal  water  began. 
Any  man  could  attach  horses  to  barges  and  navigate  a gang  in 
the  quiet  water,  but  far  more  skill  was  required  to  manage  a 
gang  in  the  tideway.  The  peculiar  difficulty  was  to  get 
through  the  ruinous  old  timber  bridges.  Of  course  the  horses 
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could  not  tow  through  these  : the  tow-line  had  to  be  taken  in 
and  put  out  again  on  the  other  side  of  the  bridge,  so  that  the 
motive  power  failed  just  when  it  was  most  needed.  The  gang  had 
to  draw  alongside  the  bank,  and  a line  was  made  fast  to  a post 
from  the  sternmost  lighter,  to  ease  them  through.  Sometimes 
also  during  spring  tides  the  water  would  rise  so  high  that  there 
was  not  head  room  under  the  bridges,  and  then  the  whole  gang 
would  have  to  wait  till  the  next  tide  if  bound  upwards.  Also 
at  every  bridge  the  enormously  heavy  mast  would  have  to  be 
lowered  and  set  up  again.  It  had  two  blocks  at  the  very  top. 
These  were  only  used  on  the  tideway,  where  big  gangs  generally 
used  three  horses,  two  on  one  bank  and  one  on  the  other,  where 
the  width  of  the  river  permitted.  All  this  work  was  managed 
by  a special  class  of  men,  known  as  “berthsmen,”  who  steered 
and  gave  orders.  These  men,  who  were  paid  ten  shillings  for 
each  trip,  lived  in  the  tap  room  at  the  “Jennings  Arms,”  or  at 
another  public  house  below  the  Sluice.  The  poker  at  this 
latter  was  chained  to  the  fireplace,  but  whether  to  avoid  its 
being  stolen  or  to  prevent  its  being  used  as  a weapon  I cannot 
say.  Some  of  these  men  used  to  sleep  in  the  wooden  pumping 
windmills  near  the  Sluice  ; others  in  the  lightermen’s  room  or 
the  hayloft. 

When  a gang  was  on  the  move  the  regular  allowance  at 
ordinary  stopping  places  was,  for  the  small  boy  or  apprentice, 
I a pint ; for  the  bigger  boy  and  also  horse  keeper,  one  pint 
each ; and  for  the  principal  man,  one  quart.  For  places  where 
they  stayed  some  days  and  took  in  or  discharged  cargo  the 
amount  per  day  was  pints  for  the  small  boy,  three  pints  for  the 
big  boy,  &c.,  and  three  quarts  for  the  man.  Any  beer  beyond 
this  they  had  to  pay  for.  The  amount  of  manoeuvring  at  Lynn 
before  the  building  of  the  docks  and  the  introduction  of  steam 
tugs  was  very  great.  Just  above  Lynn  the  river  Nar  enters  the 
Ouse,  forming  the  town  moat.  Beyond  this,  of  course,  horses 
could  not  be  used,  and  the  gangs  had  to  be  poled  along  if  the 
bottom  was  within  reach,  or  lines  had  to  be  taken  out  to  buoys. 
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&c.  The  dock,  too,  was  used  by  many  gangs,  who  had  to  pass 
along  the  whole  length  of  the  river  front  of  the  town,  generally 
in  a desperate  hurry  lest  the  tide  should  turn  before  they  got 
to  the  entrance. 

For  the  upward  journey  it  was  essential  to  start  at  dead  low 
water,  or  even  a little  before,  so  as  to  carry  the  whole  tide  with 
them,  sometimes  as  far  as  Earith,  in  Huntingdonshire,  and 
also  to  get  through  the  bridges  at  St.  Germain’s  and  St.  Mary 
Magdalen  (the  Wiggenhalls)  before  the  tide  rose  too  high. 
The  horses  in  this  case  had  to  wait  above  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Nar  at  the  very  edge  of  the  water,  and  this  was  not  an 
easy  place  to  get  to,  down  the  steep  bank.  I have  seen  a horse 
roll  down  here  and  lie  on  his  back  in  the  mud,  kicking  all  four 
feet  in  the  air.  It  was  very  hard  work  for  the  horses,  because 
the  “gang  ” had  to  move  faster  than  the  tide,  or  it  could  not 
be  steered.  Also,  at  frequent  intervals,  along  the  towing-path 
(“the  haling-way,”  in  barge  language)  there  are  “jumps,” 
that  is,  wooden  fences  to  keep  the  cattle  from  straying,  and 
over  these  the  horses  have  to  jump,  encouraged  by  a full- 
throated  chorus  from  the  lighters.  The  horse  must  pull  hard 
up  to  the  “jump,”  and  then  stand  still  for  a few  moments  till 
his  towing-line  comes  slack,  or  he  cannot  get  over ; and  some 
horses  are  slow  to  learn  this. 

Very  few  of  your  readers  probably  have  passed  from  Denver 
Sluice  to  Lynn  by  water.  When  I first  made  this  voyage  I 
cannot  remember  any  boats  being  anchored  permanently  in  the 
tideway,  but  in  the  “nineties”  there  were  at  least  a dozen 
half-decked  boats  anchored  in  the  very  middle,  very  much  in 
the  way.  They  are  used  to  catch  smelts,  which  come  up  the 
river  at  certain  times  : a “stow  net,”  such  as  is  used  at  sea  for 
sprats,  is  extended  on  a triangle  of  spars.  I was  amused  one 
day  to  see  a man  on  the  bank  who  wanted  to  go  on  board  of 
his  smelt  boat.  He  got  into  a little  boat  just  where  the  green 
turf  leaves  off  and  the  precipice  of  slimy  mud  begins.  He 
rocked  the  little  boat  about,  pushing,  at  the  same  time  I think. 


106 


Fenland  Notes  and  Queeies. 


with  a scull  over  the  side,  and  shot  down  some  25  feet  into  the 
water  at  the  bottom.  He  would  have  to  wait  till  next  high- 
water  before  he  could  get  back  again. 

By  the  way,  the  region  between  Denver  and  Lynn  is  not 
Fen  : it  is  “the  ancient  Province  of  Marshland.” 

Since  writing  the  above  I have  met  with  the  following  notes 
of  Denver  Sluice,  among  the  “Sporting  Twinkles”  of  the 
lysioich  Evening  Star  of  31  July. 

In  his  “ Angling  Notes,”  Mr.  W.  Hewlett  refers  to  Denver  Sluice  as  a 
“ marvellous  place,  the  key  of  the  whole  of  the  waterways  in  fenland.” 
Frequently  sturgeon  come  up  to  Denver  Sluice.  One  was  captured  there  a 
few  months  since,  after  several  hours  of  an  exciting  hunt  by  boatmen  and 
fishermen.  It  weighed  about  ten  stone.  A very  large  one  was  seen  there 
a week  or  two  since  that  was  calculated  to  weigh  over  twenty  stone. 

It  came  up  to  the  Sluice  doors,  and  banged  about  near  the  entrance 
for  an  hour  or  two.  Some  of  the  boatmen  tried  to  drive  it  into  shallow 
water,  but  it  was  such  a heavy,  strong  monster  it  defied  all  attempts  at 
capture,  and  eventually  got  off.  Very  fine  sea  trout  are  of  ten  seen  near  the 
Sluice,  and  I have  seen  several  taken  at  different  times  of  nearly  201b. 
weight. 

Aubeey  Stewaet. 

1270— Doddington  Church  Notes.— These  notes  are  in 
the  fourth  volume  of  Cole’s  Parochial  History  of  Cambridge- 
shire (Brit.  Mus.  Add.  MSS.  5805),  and  are  dated  4 July, 
1744. 

“This  is  a very  handsome  Church  consisting  of  a Tower  at 
the  West  End,  on  which  is  placed  a Spire  of  Stone,  and  in  the 
Tower  are  3 Bells  : a Nave,  2 side  Isles  and  South  Porch 
leaded,  and  a large  Chancel,  almost  as  big  as  the  Nave,  which 
is  tiled,  and  handsomely  roofed  with  wainscote  : the  whole 
Church  and  Chancel  well  and  neatly  paved  with  free  Stone. 
It  stands  in  the  Deanery  and  Archdeaconry  of  Ely,  and 
Hundred  of  Witchford.  It  is  a Eectory,  valued  in  the  King’s 
Books  at  22Z.  4s.  in  the  gift  of  S'*  Thomas  Peyton 

Bar^ , and  is  the  greatest  Living  in  our  County  : being  vulgarly 
computed  at  lOOOZ.  per  Annum.  It  is  the  Mother  Church  of 
March,  Bonwick,  and  Wimblington,  being  a Parish  of  very 
great  extent  : but  the  Mother  Church  is  much  inferior  to  the 
Chapel  of  March  in  point  of  Building  and  Beauty. 
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“The  Church  is  dedicated  to  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  and 
is  exempt  from  the  Archdeacon’s,  and  solely  under  the  Bishop’s 
Jurisdiction.  The  Eev : Mr.  Snell,  formerly  of  S*'-  John’s 
College,  Camb.,  is  the  present  Eector,  whose  Eectory  House 
stands  on  the  North  side  of  the  Church. 

‘ ‘ The  Altar  stands  on  two  Steps,  and  is  railed  round  : on  a 

grey  marble  Slab  on  the  North  and  within  the  Eails  is  this 

Inscription  for  the  late  Eector  : 

“ Philippus  Williams  Eector, 
cum  tribus  ex  Filiis., 

Johanne,  Jacobo  et  Petro ; * 

Patre  dignissimo 
baud  indigna  Sobole 
MDCCXIX. 

“Mr.  Williams  was  Father  to  the  present  Philip  Williams, 
D.D.,  late  President  of  St.  John’s  College,  who  is  now  beneficed 
in  a Living  in  Suffolk,  of  the  gift  of  the  College  : Mr.  Williams 
at  his  Death  left  601.  to  buy  Land,  the  Eent  of  which  he 
appointed  should  buy  Books  for  the  Poor  of  March,  which  are 
to  be  distributed  among  them  by  the  Curate  and  Church- 
Wardens  of  March  in  Easter  Week  yearly. 

‘ ‘ Exactly  before  the  Door  and  on  the  Steps  in  the  middle 
lies  a beautifull  white  marble  Slab  with  these  Arms  at  the  top, 
which  are  blasoned  in  an  Atchievement  over  the  Door  of  the 
North  side  : viz.  : S.  a cross  engrailed  0.  with  Arms  of  Ulster 

for  Peyton,  impaling  A.  on  a double  cotised  G.  three 

Griffon’s  heads  erased  O.f  Crest,  a Griffon  seiant  G.  Under 
them  is  this  Inscription  : 

“ En  Lector  ! hie  ad  Pedes  tuos,  inter  pios  Majorum  Cineres, 

Dni  Sewsteri  Peyton  Baronetti, 

(antiquissima  prognati  Stirpe, 
et  Naturae  Dotibus  et  Morum  Urbanitate 
quibus  se  Principibus  augustissimis, 

Annae  Georgioque  de  DaniaJ  gratum  reddidit, 
insigniter  decorati,) 

* A side-note  says  that  John  died  22  Feb.  1701-2,  aet.  12 ; and  Peter  29  Mar.  1716, 
aet.  14. 

t For  Dashwood. 

I In  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons  (18  ; 93)  Sir  Sewster  Peyton  appears  in 
the  list  (1715)  of  Prince  George  of  Denmark’s  Servants,  and  as  receiving,  as  such,  a 
pension  of  600Z.  per  annum. 
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Sacrse  conduntur  Keliquije. 

De  quo  vix  dici  potest, 

Utrum  Maritus  melior,  an  Pater  Dominusve  fuerit ; 

Quod  moestissima  Conj  ux,  Liberi,  Famulique 
Lachrymis  suffusi  testantur. 

Mortalitati  cessit  Dec : 28.  Anno  Dni  1717  .®tat.  46.* 

Hie  inde  etiam  sparguntur 
inter  densa  prEeclaree  hujus  Familige  Funera, 

Pater  Algernonus  Peyton  Baronettus  ; 

Proavus  Johannes  Peyton  literatissimus  Miles, 

Nec  non  Abavus  Johannes  ejusdem  Ordinis  lucidum  Decus, 
quern  pro  Prudentia  summa,  spectatissima  Fide, 
et  in  arduis  Keip  : Negotiis  Peritia,  serenissima  Kegina  Elizabetha 
Insulae  Jarseiae  Custodem,  Turrisque  Pr^fectum  Londinensis, 

Et  a Secretis  constituerat. 

Placitum  agite  Soporem,  dilecti,  nobiles,  beati  Cineres. 

“ Over  the  North  Door,  at  the  foot  of  the  Steps,  hangs  the 
said  Atchievement.  About  a foot  or  two  below  the  Steps  in 
the  middle  of  the  Chancel  lies  a black  marble  Slab  with  the 
following  Inscription 

“ Here  lyetb  y®.  Body 
of  Thomas  Waddington 
who  departed  this  Life  July  y®.  19 
1722  aged  62  Years. 

“This  Mr.  Waddington  was  Unkle  to  the  present  Gentleman 
of  the  same  Name  now  residing  in  this  Parish,  and  who  was 
High  Sherif  for  our  County  some  four  or  five  years  since. 
There  are  stalls  all  round  the  Chancel,  which  is  separated  from 
the  Nave  by  a Screen,  over  which  are  the  King’s  Arms,  Ten 
Commandments,  Lord’s  Prayer,  and  Creed  ; with  this  Date, 
1613.  The  elegant  Pulpit  stands  against  the  first  Pillar  on  the 
North  ; and  the  old  Font  on  five  Pillars,  against  the  last  in^he 
South  Isle  : three  Pillars  on  each  side  separate  the  Nave  from 
the  Isles.  In  the  South  Isle  to  the  North  under  the  Pews  lies 
a Stone  with  a Cross  flory  on  it  to  the  upper  end  of  this  Isle  ; 
which  has  a Yestry  at  the  bottom  of  it.  Under  the  first 
Window  of  the  North  Isle  in  the  Wall  is  an  Arch,  which  seems 
designed  for  a Tomb : but  nothing  of  such  sort  is  now 
remaining  : above  it,  by  the  East  Wall,  is  an  Holef  for  Holy 
Water,  and  on  the  East  Wall  a projecting  Stone  for  an  Image  ; 
both  of  which  are  at  the  upper  end  also  of  the  South  Isle.  At 

* In  the  English  Baronetage,  iv.  519,  “ this  Epitaph  is  printed  differently.” 

+ Meaning,  no  doubt,  a piscina. 
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the  bottom  of  the  North  Isle  is  a School  House  separated  from 
the  Isle  by  a Screen.” 

In  the  above  Cole’s  spelling  is  given  exactly : but  it  is 
unnecessary  to  copy  his  numerous  contractions  and  abbrevia- 
tions, or  the  frequent  underlining  of  non-emphatic  words. 

A list  of  Eectors  “ from  D'-  Mason’s  Book  of  Incumbents  ” is 
given  from  1343  to  1572. 

On  6 July,  1661,  a Bill  passed  the  House  of  Commons  to 
enable  Algernon  Peyton,  D.D.,  to  make  Sale  of  Part  of  his 
Lands  for  Payment  of  his  Debts.  He  was  Rector  of  Dodding- 
ton,  so  it  must  of  been  lands  belonging  to  the  living  that  he 
was  thus  authorised  to  sell  and  appropriate.  No  Act  would 
have  been  required  to  enable  him  to  sell  lands  belonging  to 
himself. 

‘ ‘ The  present  Rector  is  the  rev  : M’’ : Proby  Brother  to  the 
right  Hon : the  Lord  Carysford,  who  marrying  the  Dauter  of 
the  rev : : Russell  Prebendary  of  Peterborough,  who  had 

the  Turn  on  M** : Snell’s  Death,  was  presented  by  his  Father  in 
Law  to  it : tho’  not  without  a good  deal  of  DiJB&culty.  Mr: 
Proby  and  his  Brother  were  both  educated  in  Jesus  College. 
He  took  hisD.D.  Degree  at  the  Public  Installation  of  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Grafton,  1769.” 

This  note  is  of  course  later  than  the  main  body  of  notes,  Mr. 
Snell  being  alive  when  they  were  written.  Dr.  Baptist  Proby 
was  brother  of  the  first  Earl  of  Carysfort,  and  became 
ultimately  Dean  of  Lichfield,  but  he  seems  to  have  retained 
the  rectory  of  Doddington  till  his  death  in  1807.  He  is  called 
in  the  Peerage  Rector  of  Thornborough,  Northants,  as  well : 
but  there  is  no  such  place.  Ed. 

1 271  .—Sir  Edward  Peyton  and  the  Fens. — Among  the 
notes  on  Doddington  given  in  the  last  article,  but  not  relating 
to  the  Church,  is  this  : — 

“Sir  Edward  Peyton  in  his  vile  and  slanderous  Book  called 
The  Divine  Catastrophy  of  the  Kingly  House  of  Stuart,  p.  118, 
says  that  in  the  Parliament,  18  James  1st.  Serjeant  Grimston 
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called  him  out  of  the  House  to  the  Earls  of  Bedford  and 
Westmorland  and  Sir  Francis  Vane,  to  the  Little  Boom  in  the 
Lobby,  where  they  offered  him  10000  or  500  a year, 
which  he  liked  best,  not  to  oppose  the  Bill  of  the  Fens  in  the 
House,  to  whom  he  made  Answer,  That  no  Money  or  Estate 
would  make  him  betray  the  Country  : And  a little  before  the 
21  of  the  same  King,  he  says,  that  He  being  Gustos  Rotulorum 
of  the  County  of  Cambridge,  was  turned  out  from  that  Office 
by  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  and  Sir  John  Cuts  put  in  his 
Place,  when  he  had  that  Office  under  the  Broad  Seal  : which 
legally  could  not  be  taken  from  him,  unless  he  had  committed 
some  Fault,  thereby  to  have  forfeited  the  same.  But  this  Sir 
Edward  was  of  Iselham.  He  was  a violent  Fift  Monarchist, 
and  was  fully  assured  that  by  the  Means  of  the  Parliament, 
after  the  entire  Settlement  of  this  Nation,  the  Kingdom  of 
Jesus  would  be  settled  through  Europe : from  whence  and 
other  Passages  of  his  Book,  which  most  violently  attacks  the 
Memory  of  King  James  and  his  Queen,  and  ’tis  to  be  hoped 
with  less  Reason,  that  of  his  Son  King  Charles  and  his  Queen, 
whom  he  accuses  of  the  greatest  crimes,  that  he  was  a verj^^ 
great  Enthusiast.” 

1272.— Roman  Bricks  at  Orby. — In  August,  1861,  a 
quantity  of  hand  bricks  or  props  were  found  in  the  parish  | of 
Orby,  Lincolnshire.  They  were  believed  to  have  been  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  hardware  of  some  sort  or  other.  The 
extent  of  the  district  in  which  they  are  to  be  found  is  very 
great.  The  parishes  of  Orby,  Ingoldmells,  and  Addlethorpe 
abound  with  them,  and  they  are  met  with  at  Hogsthorpe  and 
Thorpe.  There  can  be  no  question  that  these  parishes  have 
been  used  extensively  as  potteries  by  the  Romans,  and  there 
must  be  many  remains  of  that  people  embedded  in  the  marsh 
where  the  bricks  are  found.  The  Roman  town  of  Burgh  joins 
the  parish  of  Orby  ; the  Roman  city  of  Vainona  was  only  six 
miles  off ; and  there  are  traces  of  a Roman  road  passing  from 
Vainona  to  Burgh,  and  so  along  the  coast ; all  which  tends  to 
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prove  that  the  bricks  are  undoubtedly  Roman.  The  bricks  are 
found  at  a depth  of  from  four  to  seven  feet.  They  lie  under  a 
marine  alluvial  deposit,  and  they  cross  out  on  the  shore  at  four 
different  points.  Much  obscurity  hangs  about  these  remains, 
and  nothing  but  actually  digging  through  the  beds  of  them  can 
throw  light  upon  the  subject.  The  marsh  was  probably 
deposited  upon  the  bricks  after  the  Romans  had  made  their 
embankment,  which  goes  along  the  sea  coast.  In  digging  for 
the  bricks  no  tools  nor  implements,  no  arms  or  charcoal,  were 
found.  Beds  of  cockle  shells  were  frequent ; and,  in  some  cases, 
snail  shells  were  among  the  bricks.  Some  of  the  bricks  are 
found  in  a black  moor-like  substance,  which  may  be  the  ashes 
of  whatever  substance  the  bricks  were  burnt  with — straw  or 
dried  grass  ; others  were  in  a red  powdery  brick  dust  state. 
The  bricks  high  up  in  Orby  are  small,  and  of  a very  tender 
nature  ; lower  down  they  are  of  a blacker  colour,  larger  in 
size  and  hard  ; whilst  those  near  the  sea  are  very  hard  (not  so 
hard  as  the  blackest  bricks)  and  very  large,  but  they  are 
always  more  or  less  rounded  by  the  action  of  the  sea.  They 
must  have  supported  heavy  pottery,  and  of  considerable  size. 
The  bricks  lie  in  thin  layers  ; they  stretch  in  something  like 
lines  from  Orby  down  to  the  sea,  and  are  found  in  an  extent  of 
about  five  or  six  miles.  J.M. 

1273.— Fenland  Natives  at  Cambridge  UniYersity.— 

In  the  Athenm  Cantabrigienses  (C.  H.  Cooper  and  Thompson 
Cooper,  1858),  the  two  volumes  of  which  take  the  years  from 
1500  to  1609,  the  biographical  notices  of  members  of  the 
University  include,  where  known,  the  places  of  their  birth. 
We  give  a list  of  those  who  are  stated  to  have  been  born  in  the 
Fenland  district.  The  place  of  birth  is  given  immediately  after 
the  name. 

Argentine,  John : Bottisham, 

Of  Kind’s  collea:e.  M.A.,  M.D.,  D.D.  He  was  dean  of  the  chapel  to 
Arthur,  prince  of  Wales.  Held,  at  various  times,  rectories  of  Hartest,  of 
Glemsford,  and  of  Cavendish,  co.  Suff.,  and  of  S.  Vedast,  Foster  lane ; and 
prebends  in  Lichfield  and  in  Wells  Cathedrals ; Provost  of  King’s  college, 
1501.  Died,  1508. 
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Ball,  Edward : Chesterton. 

Of  King’s  college.  Town-clerk  of  Cambridge,  1557. 

Barret,  John : Lynn. 

A Carmelite  of  Lynn.  D.D.  Was  in  turn  rector  of  Hetherset,  of 
Cantley,  of  S.  Michael-at-Plea,  Norwich,  and  of  Bishopsthorpe,  all  in  Nor- 
folk. He  was  also  canon  of  Norwich.  Died,  1663. 

Benson,  William  : Boston. 

A Benedictine ; called,  from  his  birth-place,  Boston ; B.D.,  D.D. 
Abbot  of  Burton-on-Trent.  Abbot  of  Westminster.  Officiated  at  coronation 
of  queen  Ann  Boleyn.  Surrendered  his  abbey  to  the  crown,  and  in  1540 
appointed  first  dean  of  Westminster.  Died,  1649  : buried  in  the  abbey. 

Bnllen,  William  : Isle  of  Ely. 

Eector  of  Blaxhall.  co.  Suff.  Eminent  physician  and  botanist.  Had 
an  adventurous  life.  Died,  1670. 

Cecil,  Sir  William  : Bourne. 

The  great  lord  Burghley.  Of  S.  John’s  college,  but  took  no  degree  in 
the  ordinary  course.  Created  M.A.  in  1664,  when  queen  Elizabeth  visited 
Cambridge.  Chancellor  of  the  University,  1669.  K.G.,  1672.  Died,  1698. 

Chambers,  John  : Peterborough. 

Sometimes  called  Burgh,  as  in  the  verses  formerly  on  a brass  to  his 
memory  in  Peterborough  cathedral . — 

En  pius,  en  validus  pastor  jacet  hie  Johannes  Burgh,  Burgo  natus,  et 
domus  hujus  apex.  M.A.,  B.D. 

Last  abbot  and  first  bishop  of  Peterborough.  Died,  1666. 

Cheke,  John : Cambridge. 

Son  of  Peter  Cheke,  one  of  the  esquire-bedels.  Of  S.  John’s  college, 
M.A.  Fellow ; Public  Orator : reeius  professor  of  Greek.  Provost  of 
King’s  college.  Tutor  to  king  Edward  VI.  Died,  1567. 

Culpottes,  Nicholas : Ely. 

Of  King’s  college ; fellow ; M.A.,  B.D.  Vicar  of  South  Weald,  co. 
Ess. ; rector  of  Dunton  Wallet  in  the  same  county.  Sometimes  called 
Nicholas  Gibson.  Died,  1693. 

Cooke,  William  : Chesterton. 

Recorder  of  Cambridge;  serjeant-at-law;  one  of  the  justices  of  common 
pleas.  Died,  1653. 

Cropley,  Thomas : Ely. 

Son  of  William  Cropley,  of  Ely.  Of  Clare-hall,  M.A.  By  his  will, 
proved  1609,  he  left  money  to  his  college,  to  the  poor  of  some  Cambridge 
parishes,  and  towards  the  founding  of  a grammar  school. 

Dusgate,  Thomas : Cambridge. 

Of  Corpus  Christi  college;  fellow;  M.A.  Took  name  of  Benson. 
Became  a schoolmaster  at  Torrington,  co.  Dev.,  and  afterwards  at  Exeter. 
Condemned  as  a heretic  by  bishop  Voysey,  of  Exeter,  and  put  to  death  at 
Heavitree  15  Jan.,  1632. 
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Erlich,  John  : Cambridge. 

Believed  to  have  been  son  of  John  Erlich,  a burgess  of  Cambridge. 
Of  King’s  college,  B.A.  Mayor  of  Cambridge,  1611  : living  in  1636. 

Goldsborough,  Godfrey  : Cambridge. 

Of  Trinity  college  ; fellovsr;  M.A.,  B.D.,  D.D.  His  preferments  include 
prebends  at  Hereford  and  at  S.  Paul’s ; the  rectory  of  Stockton,  co.  Salop. ; 
a canonry  at  Worcester ; and  archdeaconries  of  Worcester  and  Salop.  In 
1698  appointed  bishop  of  Gloucester.  Died,  1604.  “ On  the  west  side  of 
the  conduit  on  the  market-hill  at  Cambridge  is  a small  statue  of  bishop 
Goldsborough,  whose  arms  are  likewise  there  depicted.” 

Goodrich,  Thomas  : East  Kirby. 

Son  of  Edward  Goodrich.  Of  Corpus  Christi  college,  but  fellow  of 
Jesus  ; M.A. ; D.D.  Was  rector  of  S.  Peter  Cheap,  London,  and  canon  of 
S.  Stephen’s,  Westminster  ; Bishop  of  Ely,  1634.  Ambassador  to  France  ; 
lord-keeper  of  the  great  seal ; lord  chancellor.  Being  involved  in  the 
attempt  to  place  lady  Jane  Grey  on  the  throne  he  had  to  surrender  the 
great  seal,  but  was  allowed  to  retain  his  bishopric  till  his  death  in  1644. 
The  glorious  brass  to  his  memory  in  Ely  cathedral  is  well  known. 

Gonell,  William  : Landbeach. 

Little  known  of  him  except  that  he  was  a friend  and  correspondent  of 
Erasmus,  tutor  to  the  children  of  Sir  Thomas  More,  and  rector  of  Coning- 
ton,  CO.  Camb.,  from  1617.  When  he  died  has  not  been  discovered ; but  he 
was  living  in  1648. 

Greeke,  Tbomas : Cambridge. 

One  of  the  barons  of  the  exchequer.  Died,  1677. 

Hatcber,  Tbomas : Cambridge. 

Son  of  Dr.  John  Hatcher,  who  was  afterwards  professor  of  physic  and 
vice-chancellor.  Of  King’s  college,  M.A. 

Hobys,  Robert : Peterborough. 

Of  King’s  college,  M.A.  Cne  of  the  esquire-bedels,  and  registrary  of 
the  University,  apparently  the  first  who  held  that  oifice.  Died,  c.  1643, 

Jiigge,  Richard  : Waterbeach. 

Of  King’s  college,  but  took  no  degree.  Became  an  eminent  London 
printer,  and  was  one  of  the  queen’s  printers.  An  original  member  of  the 
Stationers’  company,  and  several  times  master.  Died,  c.  1677. 

Lowtb,  John : Sawtry. 

Son  of  Edmund  Lowth,  esq.,  who  was  murdered  by  certain  tenants  of 
Sawtry  abbey.  Was  LL.B.  of  Oxford  ; but  in  1646  was  in  fellows’  commons 
of  Corpus  Christi  college,  Cambridge,  being  then  tutor  to  a student  there, 
a son  of  Sir  Richard  Southwell.  Among  his  preferments  were  prebends  at 
Lincoln,  Lichfield,  and  Wells ; the  mastership  of  S.  John  the  Baptist  at 
Bath  ; the  chancellorship  of  Gloucester ; the  archdeaconry  of  Nottingham ; 
the  rectories  of  Gotham  and  of  Hawton,  and  the  vicarage  of  S.  Mary’s, 
Nottingham,  all  in  co.  Notts.  Died,  1690. 

Noke,  Tbomas : Cambridge. 

Of  King’s  college  ; fellow ; M.A.  Fellow  of  Eton  ; rector  of  Sandy  and 
of  Tempsford,  co.  Beds  ; and  prebendary  of  Lincoln.  Died,  1690. 
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Peacock,  Thomas : Cambridge. 

Of  S.  John’s  college;  fellow;  M.A.,  B.D.  Canon  of  Norwich,  and 
afterwards  of  Ely ; rector  of  Downham,  co.  Camb.  President  of  Queens’ 
college  in  Nov.,  1658  ; but  refusing  to  comply  with  the  changes  of  religion 
after  queen  Mary’s  death,  he  lost  all  his  preferments.  He  then  lived  in 
retirement ; and  seems  to  have  died  soon  after  1681. 

Bands,  Henry  ; Holbeach. 

A monk  of  Crowland,  assuming  for  surname  the  place  of  his  birth.  He 
was  B.D.,  and  D.D.,  but  of  what  college  does  not  appear.  He  was  prior  of 
the  Benedictine  house  at  Cambridge  called  Buckingham  college ; prior  of 
Worcester ; suffragan  bishop  of  Bristol ; first  dean  of  Worcester ; King’s 
almoner ; bishop  of  Rochester ; and  ultimately  bishop  of  Lincoln.  Died, 
1561. 

Sampson,  John : Erith. 

Of  King’s  college,  D.D.  Vice-provost  of  his  college.  He  accepted  the 
college  living  of  Ringwood,  co,  Hants.,  but  died  before  presentation.  He 
became  D.D.  in  1516. 

Sherwood,  Eeuben : Over. 

Of  King’s  college ; fellow ; M.A.,  M.D.  Practised  as  a physician  at 
Bath.  Died,  1698. 

Some,  Eobert : Lynn. 

Of  S.  John’s  college,  M.A.,  B.D.,  D.D.  Vice-president  of  Queens’ 
college;  rector  of  Girton,  co.  Camb. ; at  last  Master  of  Peterhouse,  He 
died  in  1609,  during  the  year  in  which  he  was  for  the  fourth  time  vice- 
chancellor. 

Thirleby,  Thomas  : Cambridge.  ^ 

Son  of  John  Thirleby,  the  town-clerk.  Of  Trinity  hall ; fellow  ; LL.B., 
LL.D.  Archdeacon  of  Ely ; dean  of  the  chapel-royal ; master  of  S. 
Thomas’s  hospital,  Southwark,  which  he  surrended  to  the  king  ; prolocutor 
of  convocation.  He  was  first  and  last  bishop  of  Westminster.  Was  several 
times  an  ambassador.  Bishop  of  Norwich,  1650  ; and  of  Ely,  1654.  He 
owed  his  advancement  to  the  patronage  of  Cranmer  ; but  took  a part  in  his 
degradation.  Deprived  of  his  bishopric  by  queen  Elizabeth  in  1569.  Died 
at  Lambeth  palace,  1570. 

Walker,  George : Cambridge. 

Son,  it  is  believed  of  Dr.  Henry  Walker,  professor  of  physic.  Of  King’s 
college,  and  afterwards  of  Corpus  Christi ; M.A.,  M.D.  Died,  1597. 

Ward,  William : Landbeach. 

Of  King’s  college;  fellow;  M.A.,  M.D.  Regius  professor  of  physic, 
jointly  with  another. 

Worme,  Eichard : Peterborough. 

Son  of  Percival  Worme.  Of  Queen’s  college  ; fellow  ; M.A.  Counsellor 
and  solicitor  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Peterborough.  Died,  1589.  The 
lengthy  inscriptions  on  his  monument,  with  the  strange  allusions  to  his 
name,  are  printed  in  Gunton,  p,  101. 
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The  above  will  not  represent  the  whole  of  the  Fenland 
natives  that  have  been  at  the  University  of  Cambridge  during 
the  period  noted.  Numbers  of  the  names  given  in  the  Athene^ 
have  only  the  counties  given,  and  not  the  places,  of  birth ; 
some  of  these  being  no  doubt  derived  from  the  fact  that  the 
persons  reaped  the  benefit  of  scholarships  or  fellowships  limited 
to  particular  counties.  But  in  almost  half  of  the  entire  list 
nothing  about  the  place  of  birth  has  been  discovered  at  all. 
Taking  at  random  100  consecutive  names  it  was  found  that  the 
place,  or  at  least  the  county,  of  birth  was  given  in  53  cases 
only.  Ed. 

1274.-The  King’s  Part  (927).  — Twelve  thousand  acres 
out  of  the  95,000  acres  granted  in  1631,  as  part  of  the  domain 
of  the  Crown,  to  Francis,  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  the  thirteen 
Participants,  were  surrendered  to  King  Charles  I.  as  a free  will 
offering.  That  property,  known  as  the  King’s  Part,  figures 
prominently  in  the  history  of  the  Great  Level  until  1690. 
Weston,  Earl  of  Portland,  obtained  a grant  of  2,000  acres  in 
fee.  Ten  thousand  acres,  which  were  leased  out  till  1649, 
were  seized  by  the  State,  and  afterwards  sold  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Commonwealth,  with  a title  guaranteed  by  the  public  faith. 
Soon  after  K.  Charles  II,  had  come  by  his  own  again,  he 
granted  his  10,000  acres  to  the  Duke  of  York,  who,  in  1685, 
granted  them  in  trust  for  Q.  Mary  of  Modena  as  part  of  her 
jointure.  The  history  of  the  King’s  Part  ceases  in  1689, 
though  King  James  II. ’s  Queen  was  permitted  to  enjoy  her 
jointure  till  her  death.  Why  the  Crown  ceased  to  be  troubled 
by  the  possession  of  the  King’s  Part  is  disclosed  by  a passage 
in  Macaulay’s  History,  vol.  iii.,  p.  580. 

Arthur  Herbert,  Earl  of  Torrington,  when  removed  from  the  com- 
mission of  the  Admiralty  was  soothed  with  a pension  of  £3,000  a year,  and 
a grant  of  10,000  acres  of  Crown  land  in  the  Peterborough  Level. 

Herbert,  who  had  commanded  the  Fleet  which  carried  the 
Prince  of  Orange  to  Torbay  in  1685,  and  enjoyed  great  repute 
as  a seaman,  lived  to  expose  his  incompetence  and  tarnish  the 
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glory  of  our  Fleet  by  the  greatest  disgrace  which  has  befallen 
it.  After  the  battle  of  Beachy  Head  he  was  dismissed  from 
the  service,  King  William  “having  no  further  use  for  his 
services.” 

The  grant  of  King  William  is  to  the  following  effect.* 

To  Arthur,  Earl  of  Torrington,  in  consideration  of  his  good  and  faithfull 
services  and  in  support  of  his  dignity  of  Earl  we  give  and  grant  10,000 
acres  in  the  G-reat  Level  of  the  Fens  called  Peterborough  Level  or  Bedford 
Level  which  were  granted  by  Charles  II.  14  Dec’’.  1661  to  the  late  King 
James  II.  then  Duke  of  York  which  were  by  patent  granted  28  Aug.  1686 
to  Laurence  Earl  of  Rochester  &c.  in  trust  for  the  life  of  the  late  Mary, 
to  wit ; in  Crowland  inclosed  from  the 
waste  and  common 400  acres  in  ten  : Val.  Walton^ 


In  Dun’s  Drove  (?)  als  Nicholas  Drove  in 
occup.  of  Will  Curtis 

910ac. 

1 

20 

In  Peterborowe  divided  from  the  marsh 
and  common  there  the  Little  Fen  (0. 
Sk  John  tenant) 

88^°. 

0 

0 

In  Cranmore  and  Cateswater — 

King’s  Drove  

808^°. 

2ro. 

Singlesole 

Browton  in  Peterborow 

24Qac. 

5ac. 

0 

Yaxley  

Standground  

666ac. 

191ac. 

3307 

Beckingham  Drove  in  Peterborow  

987 

2ro. 

Farset  

940 

162 

} 

Yaxley  Severals 

22 

2™  38P. 

Near  Whittlesey  and  Flag  Fen  

...  1113 

(of 

fenland). 

(In  occup.  Francis  Underwood)... 
Alderland  in  Crowland 

Middle  in  Whittlesey 

Other  grounds  in  all  932ac. 
In  Eastrey  Fen — 

Glasmoor  by  the  

Priors  Fen  

Wisbech  Common  

South  Pingle  


220 

290 

234 

300 

200 


640 

189 

200 

233 

69 

69 


0 

0 

0 

(John  Thurlow). 

(Sir  Walter  Sb  John). 


Also  all  the  rest  in  Peterborow  Level  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of 
£3,000  beyond  all  charges  and  deductions  and  of  our  more  abundant  grace 
with  reservation  of  royal  mines  and  mines  of  tin  lead  to  hold  immediately 
from  the  decease  of  the  Queen  Mary  or  surrender  or  forfeiture.  Reserved 
rent  annual,  13s.  4<i.  14  May,  1692. 


Pat.  2,  W.  & M.  Ft.  1,  m.  5. 
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The  Earl  of  Torrington  leaving  no  children  to  inherit  his 
land,  the  King’s  Part  was  sold  by  his  representatives.  It 
formed  part  of  the  Gideon  estate,  and  after  1800  was  divided 
between  the  three  daughters  of  Lord  Eardley.^  L.G. 

1275— Two  NatiYGS  of  the  Fens— Is  anything  known 
of  these  two  natives  of  the  Fens  ? Their  memorials  occur  in 
two  Essex  churches,  very  near  one  another. 

In  Little  Easton  church  : — 

In  Northborough  natus  : Kobertus  Fyn  vocitatus  : 

De  terra  factus  : in  terram  sumque  redactus  : 

Intercedendo  : spiritum  tibi  XPO  (Christe)  comendo. 

The  date  would  be  about  1430. 

At  Tilty  church  : — 

Thomas  Holden  A.M. 

Natus  in  agro  Pinchbeck. 

In  Comitatu  Lincoln. 

Hujus  Eccles.  Curat. 

Obijt  Aug.  16. 

Anno  Dom.  1686. 

1276.— Peterborough  Place-Names,  Cent.  XYI. — Early 
wills  let  us  know  much  about  the  topography  of  our  towns 
and  villages,  and  are  the  means  of  preserving  many  of  the  old 
place-names  which  have  passed  out  of  memory,  Here  are  a 
few  instances  relating  to  Peterborough,  collected  from  wills  in 
the  District  Probate  Eegistry  in  that  city.  A few  notes  are 
added.  Unless  otherwise  stated  the  testator  was  of  Peter- 
borough. It  is  interesting  to  see  how  ancient  some  of  the 
familiar  names  are,  and  what  curious  changes  have  taken 
place  in  the  spelling. 

1541  My  house  that  standeth  in  Howgate.  Als  Telle 
dwelling  in  Estrete.  (Will  of  Alys  Horslaye.) 

1542  House  in  Westgate.  One  acre  and  a half  that  I 
bought  of  Panton  in  Westfield.  Land  in  Fullans,  between 
Paston  and  Dosthrop.  (a)  (Robert  Towche.) 

* jP.  JV.  & Q,,  vol.  vi.,  p.  295. 
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1545  House  I dwell  in  by  indenture  and  copy  in  Prestgate  ; 
and  a lease  in  Prestgate  for  20  years  sometime  called  Eevells 
Place.  The  house  is  afterwards  described  as  “of  late  called 
the  priest’s  chamber.”  (Eichard  Pademan.) 

1545  Twelve  pence  to  all  husbandmen  and  “cotyers”  of 
Dostropp,  Newarke,  and  Estffilde.  (Thomas  Habraham.) 

1545  To  my  wife  Alice  the  copy  house  that  she  dwelleth 
in  with  lands,  meadow,  and  the  “Nabb  close  and  all  that  be 
on  the  west  side  of  the  lane.”  (Eobert  Spechele,  of  Dostropp.) 

1547  Copyhold  house  in  Cowgate.  (Thomas  Woddaile.) 

1549.  My  body  to  be  buried  “in  the  Church  yard  of  late 
called  the  monks  Churchyard  (b)  at  our  Ladys  Chapel  end.” 
Mentions  John  Shepe  (or  Chepe)  of  Bouroughe  burie.  (Eobert 
Eider,  clerk.) 

1549  My  house  called  Collyers  house.  To  the  repair  of 
Burrowbryg  (c)  3s.  4:d.  To  the  repair  of  the  lane  that  leadeth 
from  my  house  to  the  church  2s.  ‘ ‘ Item  where  that  in  the 

fyldes  of  Longthorpe  ther  is  a noysom  plott  in  the  hyghway 
that  ledeth  to  Mylton  and  Castor  at  the  ende  of  Thomas 
Harvy’s  hedge  I bequeth  towardes  mendinge  therof  vi®  viij^” 
(Eichard  Harvye,  yeoman.) 

1549  To  be  buried  within  the  “gallerye”  (d)  of  the 
Cathedral  Church  of  Peterborough.  (Eichard  Stuklay.) 

1552  To  my  wife  her  dwelling  in  Howggate.  (Nicholas 
Belle,  of  Dostropp.) 

1552  My  house  in  the  market  stead.  My  house  in  Bown- 
gate.  (Thomas  Ledam.) 

1555  My  house  purchased  in  Eastfield.  Half  the  close 
called  Gybbones  Wonge.  Half  the  close  called  Bleaches 
Close.  One  acre  of  free  land  in  Westfield.  One  acre  of 
meadow  and  freeground  under  Lyncolnes  Close.  An  acre  of 
land  in  Warrynsgappe.  Cottage  in  Westgate.  (William 
Dawson,  of  Newark,  yeoman.) 
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1556  My  house  that  “standeth  behind  the  Butcher  Eow 
which  is  mine  own.”  (Emma  Wakerley,  widow.)  (e) 

1557  My  house  in  Bondgate.  (William  Ferfer.) 

1557  To  Margaret  my  daughter  my  copy  called  the  Swan- 
polle.  To  Katherine  my  daughter  my  lease  of  the  Swan  and 
“ all  that  longeth  to  hyt.”  (Thomas  Wright.) 

1570  I give  13s.  4:d,  “to  make  diner  in  the  new  Hall  (/) 
for  so  many  of  the  Church  as  will  be  at  my  Buriall.  Also  I 
gyve  to  the  mayntayning  of  the  new  Hall  iiij  platters  iiij 
dyshes  and  a dozen  of  table  napkins  of  the  which  v are 
diaper.”  (Thomas  Howlat,  peticanon.) 

1598  A freehold  situate  and  being  in  Hyegate.  (Thomas 
Ellis,  waterman.) 

1598  To  Elizabeth  my  daughter  my  copyhold  lying  in  the 
marketstead.  My  copyhold  in  Highegate  which  is  the  corner 
shop,  with  the  addition,  which  is  a copy.  (William  Barnabye.) 

Some  of  these  names  have  altogether  passed  away.  I 
cannot  identify  Howgate,  Highgate,  Revell’s  Place,  or  the 
Butcher  Eow.  Possibly  some  of  the  field  names  are  still  in  use. 

{a)  When  did  the  g get  introduced  into  this  name  ? 

(6)  This  name  remained  in  use  for  a long  time  after  this 
date.  Doctor  Pocklington  left  instructions  that  his  body  was 
to  be  buried  in  the  Monks’  Churchyard.  This  was  in  1642. 
See  his  will  at  Art.  676. 

(c)  Bequests  to  the  repairs  of  bridges  were  very  common. 
It  looks  as  if  bridges  were  thought  to  be  the  responsibility  of 
no  public  body.  Sometimes  they  were  between  two  counties, 
and  the  county  authorities  could  not  agree  as  to  the  proportion 
each  should  pay  towards  their  maintenance.  The  bridge  over 
the  Nene  at  Peterborough  was  originally  built  by  an  Abbot, 
and  afterwards  kept  in  repair  by  his  successors  “ of  their  mere 
grace”;  but  they  acknowledged  no  obligation  to  do  so.  In 
1546,  Robert  Marchaunte,  priest,  left  “those  blockes  that 
lyethe  afore  my  dore  to  the  mayntayninge  of  the  bridge.” 
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((^)  This  was  the  name  given  to  the  great  western  portion 
of  the  cathedral.  The  courtyard  to  the  west  was  known  as 
the  Gallery  Court.  It  can  hardly  now  be  determined  whether 
the  name  had  any  connection  with  an  actual  gallery  leading 
from  the  Abbot’s  lodging,  or  is  a corruption  of  Galilee,  which 
is  certainly  possible.  The  name  Galilee  is  retained  at  Durham, 
Lincoln,  and  Ely.  At  this  last  named  cathedral  it  is  singular 
that  both  names  remain  : the  great  western  porch  is  called  the 
Galilee,  and  a passage  by  the  palace  is  the  Gallery.  But 
there  was  here  a covered  passage  above  the  road  leading  from 
the  palace  to  the  cathedral.  In  Peterborough  wills  the  name 
is  preserved,  especially  in  the  wills  of  petty  canons,  as  the 
space  seems  specially  to  have  been  reserved  to  them  for  burial. 
In  1558,  Sir  William  Feeld  directs  that  his  body  be  buried  in 
the  “gallarye  before  the  churche  dore  where  all  my  fellowes 
are  buried.” 

(e)  She  was  sister  of  John  Chambers,  first  Bishop  of 
Peterborough. 

(/)  It  is  well  known  that  the  statutes  of  Henry  VIII. 
made  provision  for  a common  table  for  the  members  of  the 
cathedral,  other  than  the  Dean  and  Prebendaries,  To  this 
end  were  appointed  a Butler,  a Principal  Cook,  an  Under 
Cook,  and  a Purveyor.  In  Canon  Westcott’s  articles  on 
Cathedral  Work  in  Macmillan's  Magazine,  Jan.,  1870,  we 
read : — ‘ ‘ The  common  table,  if  it  ever  existed  to  its  full 
extent,  was  already  broken  up  in  1570,  when  the  bishop 
authorized  the  minor  canons  ‘ to  receive  full  stipend  without 
making  their  payment  to  it.’  ” But  in  this  very  year  the  will 
above  quoted  speaks  of  the  “new  Hall,”  which  must  mean 
the  Dining  Hall  for  the  petty  canons  and  other  ministers  ; 
and  it  speaks  of  platters,  dishes,  and  napkins  left  to  it,  which 
indicates  that  the  common  table  was  then  in  use.  In  1583, 
in  the  Chapter  accounts  are  payments  to  the  Butler  and  the 
Caterer. 

Ed. 


The  Blind  Rectoe  of  Ckowland. 
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1277— The  Fens  after  the  Suppression  of  Religious 
Houses. — In  the  course  of  a review  in  The  Athenceum  for  1 
June,  1907,  of  Fisher’s  The  History  of  England  from  the 
Accession  of  Henry  VII.  to  the  Death  of  Henry  VIII. , occur 
these  remarks : — 

The  subject  is  bound  up  with  that  of  the  dissolution  of  the  monasteries; 
and  here  again  the  account  of  their  fall  is  far  too  slight  in  view  of  the 
social  revolution  which  the  dissolution  represented.  Much  emphasis  is 
laid  on  the  economic  harm  done  by  the  indiscriminate  charity  of  the 
monks,  a view  which  rests  chiefly  on  the  reasonings  of  modern  economists, 
but  there  is  no  real  attempt  to  show  from  history  the  actual  results  to  the 
country  of  the  final  suppression  of  the  religious  houses.  Indeed,  there  is 
some  inconsistency  in  the  account  supplied.  In  one  paragraph  (p.  370)  we 
are  told  that  “ the  monks  were  often  strict  landlords,”  and  that  probably 
“ the  lot  of  the  peasantry  was  easiest  on  the  monastic  estates.”  It  is  true 
that  evidence  may  be  quoted  to  support  both  these  views,  but  some 
attempt  at  judicial  appraisal  should  have  been  made.  On  the  whole, 
historians  tend  to  believe  that  the  problem  of  poverty  was  aggravated  by 
the  change  of  landlords.  Mr.  Fisher  quotes  the  ballad  literature  of  the 
day,  which  sometimes  attacked  the  landed  abbot ; but  he  makes  no 
mention  of  the  spoken  regrets  of  the  people,  especially  in  the  conservative 
West  and  North,  for  their  old  landlords,  and  such  requests  for  the 
restoration  of  the  religious  houses  as  those  made  by  the  people  of  Devon- 
shire. It  has  been  amply  proved  that  the  new  landlords,  not  bound  by 
any  ancient  ties  to  the  people,  dealt  rigidly  with  their  tenants,  and  some 
parts  of  the  country  at  least  suffered  permanent  depreciation,  as  in  the 
Fen  districts,  where  the  dykes  and  drains — often  dating  from  Eoman  times, 
and  maintained  by  the  great  abbeys  throughout  the  Middle  Ages — fell 
into  neglect,  and  the  land  became  a weary  waste  of  waters,  making 
necessary  the  schemes  of  reclamation  which  occupied  families  like  the 
Kussells  in  the  seventeenth  century. 


1278.— The  Blind  Rector  of  Growland  (800).— A corres- 
pondent, who  has  been  guided  to  the  account  of  the  Eev. 
James  Benson  by  the  reference  given  in  the  above  article  to 
Nichols’  Literary  Anecdotes,  ix.  638,  thinks  that  the  whole 
account  might  well  be  reprinted  in  these  pages.  It  was  only 
a short  digest  that  was  given  in  Art.  800. 

Having  mentioned  the  name  of  Mr.  James  Benson  in  the  “ History  of 
Croyland  ” the  following  particulars  were  communicated  by  an  anonymous 
Correspondent : “ There  was  a very  extraordinary  and  very  respectable 
Character,  who  was  Kector  of  Croyland  about  twenty  years  ago,  and  well 
worth  recording ; his  name  was  Benson  ; I fancy  he  was  born  blind,  or  at 
least  had  always  a very  imperfect  vision  ; I think  he  told  me  he  was 
educated  at  Wadham  College ; he  appeared  to  be  a good  scholar,  a man  of 
excellent  sense,  modest,  very  agreeable  and  entertaining  in  company,  and, 
as  I was  informed,  a man  of  irreproachable  morals  and  conduct.  He  went 
through  all  the  Church  Service,  even  the  First  Lessons,  without  the  least 
hesitation ; he  had  indeed  a little  boy  in  the  desk  with  him,  to  put  him  in 
should  he  be  accidently  out;  but  I never  heard  that  he  was  so.  He 


122 


Fenland  Notes  and  Quekies. 


officiated  twice  for  the  Clergyman  where  I lived,  and  where  he  was  upon 
a visit.  The  first  time  I was  confined  to  my  bed,  and  could  not  attend 
him  ; but  heard  great  astonishment  expressed  at  the  elegance  of  his 
performance.  When  he  came  again,  I took  the  liberty  of  asking  him  to 
officiate,  that  I might  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  him.  ‘ Sir,’  says  he, 

‘ it  is  as  necessary  for  me  to  have  my  Sermons  written,  as  it  is  for  those 
Gentlemen  who  can  see  ; but,  if  it  is  possible,  as  the  weather  is  fine,  I will 
oblige  you,  and  I will  let  your  Kector  know  to-morrow.’  This  conversation 
was  on  the  Friday ; on  the  Saturday  morning  he  was  up  at  five  o’clock, 
and  walked  with  his  little  Servant  till  breakfast,  when  he  sent  up  word 
that  he  would  take  the  duty  upon  him.  A better  Discourse,  in  language  or 
matter,  I never  heard  ; nor  did  I ever  hear  the  Prayers  uttered  in  a more 
edifying  or  engaging  manner.  After  Church,  I took  the  little  Servant,  a 
boy  of  about  14,  in  private,  and  asked  him,  “ Whether  his  Master’s  Sermon 
was  new?”  ‘Perfectly,  so.  Sir,’  said  he;  ‘I  write  all  my  Master’s  Dis- 
courses out  for  him  ; but  this  I never  wrote,  nor  did  he  ever  think  of  it  till 
after  he  left  you.’  “ Your  Master  told  me,”  says  I,  “ that  when  he  wants 
to  refer  to  a passage  in  the  Greek  Testament,  he  has  taught  you  to  read 
Greek  so  well  as  to  understand  it  from  your  reading.”  ‘ Ah,  Sir,  so  he 
tells  me  ; but  I dont  understand  a word  of  it,’  “ Pray  do  let  me  hear  how 
you  do  it,”  says  I,  and  gave  him  a Greek  Testament.  The  Boy  took  it, 
and  read  it  so  intelligibly  that  I perfectly  understood  the  meaning  of  the 
Writer.  Mr.  Benson  had  lamented  to  me,  as  one  of  his  greatest  hardships, 
his  inability  to  keep  a good  servant.  He  could  not  afford,  he  said,  to  give 
much  wages,  as  his  living  was  very  small,  not  80?.  a year,  and  he  kept  his 
Predecessor’s  Widow  and  Daughter  ; ‘ so  that  ’ says  the  worthy  man,  ‘ as 
soon  as  I have  taught  one  of  my  parishioners  to  read  well,  and  made 
tolerably  master  of  my  method,  he  must  leave  me,  to  seek  a more 
advantageous  employment,  and  I have  all  the  labour  of  instruction  to  go 
over  again.’  This  journey,  in  the  event,  proved  fatal  to  the  poor  Gentle- 
man. He  was  going  to  visit  a Eelative  at  Hamstead,  and  mounted  upon  a 
fine  grey  mare,  which  had  carried  him  safely,  he  was  boasting,  many 
years,  and  which  upon  his  journey  he  had  been  offered  twenty  guineas  for; 
‘ but.  Sir,’  adds  he,  ‘ a Kingdom  would  hardly  pay  me  the  value  of  her.’ 
Upon  his  return  back,  about  a month  later,  I saw  him  uneasy  and 
dejected  ; for,  alas  ! his  mare  was  no  more  ! She  had  been  turned  to  grass 
with  other  horses,  who  had  broke  her  leg,  and  made  it  necessary  to 
despatch  her.  He  had  another  horse  given  him,  it  was  true,  but  nothing 
like  his  old  favourite.  Some  short  time  after,  I heard  this  horse  had 
started  with  him,  flung  him,  and  that  his  death  was  almost  immediately 
the  consequence  of  his  fall.” 

1279.— Tournaments  at  Newmarket. — In  the  Patent 
Polls,  printed  in  Eymer,  and  also  transcribed  by  Cole  (Brit. 
Mus.  Add.  MSS.  5807)  are  some  notices  relating  to  the 
inhibition  of  tournaments  that  were  contemplated  at  New- 
market at  the  beginning  of  Cent.  XIV.  We  give  them  here  in 
full.  The  first  is  dated  1309,  and  may  be  thus  translated  : — 

“The  King  to  his  beloved  and  faithful  Earls,  Barons, 
Knights,  and  all  others  about  to  come  to  tilt  at  the  town  of 
Newmarket  on  this  coming  Monday,  next  before  the  feast  of 
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S.  George,  greeting.  We  charge  you,  under  forfeiture  of  all 
things  which  you  can  forfeit  to  us,  firmly  forbidding  you  from 
presuming,  on  the  said  Monday,  at  the  said  town  of  Newmarket 
or  elsewhere  in  those  parts,  to  tilt,  make  jousts,  or  in  any  way 
exercise  other  deeds  of  arms,  without  our  special  licence.  In 
witness  whereof,  &c.  Witness  the  King,  at  Langley,  18  April. 
By  brief  of  the  Privy  Seal.” 

The  others  are  dated  1313.  The  second  document  is  directed 
to  Nicholas  de  Tikehill,  Clerk,  and  Arnald  de  S.  Martin,  the 
King’s  Serjeant-at-Arms.  It  recites  that  public  proclamation 
had  lately  been  made  inhibiting  all  tournaments  except  with 
special  licence  ; but  that  a tournament  was  contemplated  at 
Newmarket  on  the  following  Sunday  ; and  charges  the  above 
Nicholas  and  Arnald  to  inhibit  the  Earls,  Barons,  and  Knights, 
and  all  others,  from  coming  to  Newmarket  or  elsewhere  in  the 
realm,  for  such  a purpose,  without  special  licence  : and  further 
to  arrest,  through  the  Sheriffs  of  Cambridgeshire  and  Suffolk, 
to  whom  instructions  were  being  sent,  all  who  disobeyed  the 
King’s  orders,  with  their  horses  and  armour,  and  to  imprison 
them  until  further  order.  They  were  to  repair  to  Newmarket 
and  take  the  necessary  steps,  and  report  what  they  had  done 
in  the  premisses,  together  with  the  names  of  all  who  were 
arrested.  Dated  at  Windsor,  17  Jan.  1313. 

The  last  is  similar  in  terms  to  the  first ; with  special  in- 
hibitions to  several  persons  by  name  ; and  was  also  dated  at 
Windsor  on  the  same  day.  These  persons  are  : John  Gifford 
deBrumesfeld  ; Aymer  de  Valence,  Earl  of  Pembroke  ; Gilbert 
de  Clare,  Earl  of  Gloucester  and  Hertford  ; Pagan  de  Tybetot ; 
William  de  Latymer  ; John  de  Warrenne,  Earl  of  Surrey  ; 
Bartholomew  de  Badelesmere. 

Kex  dilectis  et  Fidelibus  suis,  Comitibus,  Baronibus,  Militibus  et  omnibus 
aliis  hac  instanti  die  Lunae,  proxima  ante  Festum  Sancti  Georgii,  apud 
Viliam  de  Novo  Mercato  ad  Torneandum  conventuris,  Salutem.  Manda- 
mus vobis,  sub  Forisfactura  omnium,  quae  nobis  forisfacere  potestis, 
firmiter  inhibentes,  ne  dicta  die  Lunae  apud  dictam  Viliam  de  Novo  Mer- 
cato, seu  alibi  in  Partibus  illis,  torneare,  Justas  facere,  seu  alia  Facta 


124 


Fenland  Notes  and  Queeies. 


Armorum  exercere  quoquo  Modo  prsesumatis  sine  nostra  Licentia  speciali. 
In  cujus  &c.  Teste  Rege  apud  Langele  18  Die  Aprilis.  Per  Breve  de 
Private  Sigillo. 

Pat.  2 Ed.  II.  p.  1.  m.  9.  Anno  1309.  (Rymer’s  Foedera ; 3.  133.) 

De  non  Torneando  apud  Novum  Mercatum 

Rex  dilectis  sibi  Nicholao  de  Tikehill,  Clerico,  et  Arnaldo  de  Sancto 
Martino,  Servienti  suo  ad  Arma,  Salutem.  Sciatis  quod  cum  nuper,  per 
singulos  Comitatus  Regni  nostri,  publice  proclamari  fecerimus,  et  ex  Parte 
nostra  firmiter  inhiberi,  ne  quis,  Comes,  Baro,  Miles,  seu  alius  quicunque, 
Torneare,  Burdeare,  Justus  facere,  Aventuras  quserere,  seu  alia  Facta 
Armorum  exercere  prsesumeret,  infra  Regnum  nostrum,  sine  nostra  Licentia 
speciali : ac  jam  intellexerimus  quod  quidam  Comites,  Barones,  Milites,  et 
alii  Homines  ad  Arma,  hac  instanti  Die  Dominica  ad  Turneandum  apud 
Viliam  de  Novo  Mercato  sunt  venturi,  Assignavimus  Vos  ad  inhihendum 
eisdem  Comitibus,  Baronibus,  Militibus,  et  aliis  quibuscumque  ne  apud 
dictam  Viliam  de  Novo  Mercato,  seu  alibi  infra  Regnum  nostrum,  ad  Diem 
prsedictum,  vel  alias,  Torneare,  Burdeare,  Justas  facere,  Aventuras  quserere, 
seu  alia  Facta  Armorum  exercere  prgesumant  sine  nostra  Licentia  speciali : 
Et  ad  omnes  illos,  quos,  post  Inhibitionem  hujusmodi  inveneritis  ibidem 
Facta  Armorum  aliqua  exercentes,  et  eorum  Equos  et  Hernesia,  et  per  Vice- 
comites nostros  Comitatuum  Cantebrigige  et  Suffolcige,  quibus  super  hoc 
scribimus,  arestandos,  et  in  Prisona  nostra  salvo  custodiendos,  donee  aliud 
inde  duxerimus  ordinandum.  Ac  ideo  vobis  Mandamus,  quod  usque  dictam 
Viliam  de  Novo  Mercato  ad  diem  prsedictum  accedentes,  Prsemissa  faciatis 
in  Forma  prsedicta,  ac  de  eo  quod  inde  feceritis,  nec  non  de  Nominibus 
illorum,  si  quos  ea  Occasione  arestaveritis,  nobis  distincte  et  aperte,  sine 
Dilatione,  constare  faciatis.  In  cujus,  &c.  Teste  Rege  apud  Windesoram. 
17  Die  Januarij.  Per  Ipsum  Regem. 

Pat.  6 Edw.  II.  p.  1.  m.  4.  Anno  1313.  (Rymer’s  Foedera ; 3.  376.) 

Nominatim  prgemuniuntur  Barones  ne  ad  dictum  Torneamentum  divertant. 

Rex  dilectis  et  Fid elibus  suis,  Comitibus,  Baronibus,  Militibus,  et  omnibus 
aliis  Hominibus  ad  Arma  apud  Viliam  de  Novo  Mercato,  hac  instanti  Die 
Dominica,  ad  Torneandum  conventuris,  Salutem.  Mandamus  Vobis,  sub 
Forisfactura  omnium,  quee  nobis  forisfacere  poteritis,  firmiter  injungentes, 
ne  apud  dictam  Viliam  de  Novo  Mercato,  seu  alibi  infra  Regnum  nostrum, 
ad  Diem  praedictum,  vel  alias  Turneare,  Burdeare,  Justas  facere,  Aventuras 
quffirere,  seu  alia  Facta  Armorum  exercere  preesumatis,  sine  Licentia  nostra 
speciali.  In  cujus  &c.  Teste  Rege  apud  Wyndesoram  17  Die  Januarij. 
Et  mandatum  est  Johanni  Giffard  de  Brumesfeld,  in  Fide  et  Homagio 
quibus  Regi  tenetur,  et  sub  Forisfactura  omnium  quse  Regi  forisfacere 
poterit,  ne  ad  Diem  prsedictum,  vel  alias,  apud  dictam  Viliam  de  Novo 
Mercato,  vel  alibi,  infra  dictum  Regnum,  Turneare,  seu  aliquod  aliud 
Factum  Armorum  prsesumat,  sine  Regis  Licentia  speciali.  Teste  ut  supra. 

Eodem  modo  mandatum  est  subscriptis  videlicet : 

Adomaro  de  Valentia  Comiti  Pembrochise. 

Gilberto  de  Clare  Comiti  Glocestrise  et  Hertford. 

Pagano  de  Tybetot. 

Willielmo  de  Latymer. 

Johanni  de  Warrenne  Comiti  Surrise. 

Bartholomseo  de  Badelesmere. 

Pat.  6.  Edw.  II.  p.  1.  m.  6.  Anno  1313.  (Rymer’s  Foedera ; 3.  376.) 

Ed. 
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1280,— Inn  Rhymes. — Some  of  the  jingling  verses,  or 

lines,  that  are  found  in  the  bars  or  bar-parlours  of  the  old- 

fashioned  inns,  have  a certain  quaintness  about  them.  A 

collection  of  them  would  be  amusing.  Here  is  one  set  which 

used  to  be  seen  thirty  years  ago,  and  may  be  there  still,  in  the 

Bull  Inn  at  Market  Deeping  : — 

All  you  that  stand 
Before  the  fire 
Pray  draw  back 
With  a good  desire 
So  that  others 
As  well  as  you 
May  see  the  fire 
And  feel  it  too. 

H.R.S. 

1 281  .—Three  Boston  Deeds.  — The  documents  here 
digested  are  from  the  Phillipps’  Collection. 

I. 

Indenture  dated  Feb.  (day  torn)  1632,  between  William 
Jenkinson,  of  Boston,  co.  Line.,  Gent,,  and  John  Beetles,  of 
the  same.  Tailor.  It  is  a lease  for  21  years  of  one  cottage, 
with  a yard  or  garden-place  under  it,  situate  on  the  west  side 
of  the  water  in  Boston,  in  a place  called  the  Forthend  Street 
or  Lane  ; lands  of  now  Edward  Geele  on  the  west,  lands  now 
Sir  Thomas  Conny,  Kt,,  on  the  east,  Forthend  Street  on  the 
north,  lands  now  George  Tharrold,  Gent. , on  the  south.  The 
rent  was  26s.  Sd.  The  tenant  to  do  all  needful  and  necessary 
reparations,  and  to  bear  and  pay  all  manner  of  charges  and 
duties  wherewith  the  premises  should  be  charged,  ‘ ‘ the  oute 
rent  to  the  Cheife  Lord  or  Lords  of  the  fees  dew  for  the  same 
only  excepted.” 

Witnesses  ; William  Eylinge,  Godfrey  Pendleton.  At  the 
back  is  endorsement,  23  June,  1638,  shewing  that  Beetles 
(spelt  Betles  in  the  text,  signed  Beteles)  assigns  the  lease  for 
the  remainder  of  his  term  to  William  Horbus,  of  Boston, 
Butcher. 

Witnesses  ; Thomas  Westhropp,  William  Geell. 
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II. 

Final  Concord.  Westminster.  Morrow  of  the  Purification 
6 Anne  (1708). 

Before  Thomas  Trevor,  John  Blencowe,  Eobert  Tracy,  and 
Eobert  Boring,  Justices. 

Between  Joseph  Bell,  Clerk,  Thomas  Eeynolds,  George 
Colston,  Gent.,  Elizabeth  Appeby,  Widow,  George  Eowson, 
and  his  wife  Mary,  on  the  one  part  ; and  Antony  Wood,  Gent,, 
and  Mary  his  wife,  William  Kessex,  Sen.,  and  Mary  his  wife, 
Gabriel  Paddison,  and  Mary  his  wife,  Michael  Johnson,  and 
Mary  his  wife,  Francis  Chambers,  and  Mary  his  wife,  John 
Burne,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  Eichard  Gannocke,  and  Anne 
his  wife,  on  the  other  part. 

The  property  is  described  as  four  cottages,  one  barn,  one 
toft,  one  orchard,  one  acre  of  land,  eighteen  acres  and  one 
rood  of  pasture,  common  of  pasture  for  all  cattle  (averiis) 
with  appurtenances  in  Boston,  Skirbeck,  Sibsey,  Sutterton, 
Kirton,  and  Toynton  All  Saints.  The  purchase  money 
was  £60. 

III. 

Bated  6 Bee.,  1760.  Seal  and  signature  lost:  at  head  is 
stamp  of  »^alue  2s.  Sd. 

Licence  from  Thomas  Jenner,  D.B.,  President  of  the  College 
of  S.  Mary  Magdalen,  Oxford,  and  the  Scholars  of  the  same 
College,  to  Charles  Wood,  of  Boston,  co.  Line.,  Gent.,  to  take 
an  undertenant  during  the  space  of  ten  years  ; because  that  in 
the  indenture  of  lease  for  twenty  years,  bearing  the  same  date, 
it  was  expressly  provided  that  he  should  not  do  so  without 
licence  from  the  College.  The  premises  were  described  par- 
ticularly in  the  indenture : in  this  licence  they  are  simply 
called  sixteen  acres  and  three  roods  of  arable  land  and  pasture 
lying  in  seventeen  pieces. 

1282 —An  Almswoman’s  Inventory.— The  following  is 
extracted  from  the  first  volume  of  the  Spalding  Townhusbands’ 
minute  books,  commencing  Michaelmas,  1577. 
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The  Katherin  Harryson  mentioned  must  have  been  furnish- 
ing a house:  for  on  2 Feb.,  1606,  she  married  Laurence 
Turtlebie  at  Spalding  Church.  Ashi,bt  K.  Maples. 

A true  Inventory  of  the  goods  & chattels  late  of  Joan  Wilson  deceased 
one  of  the  poore  people  dwellinge  in  the  Aimes  houses  in  Spalding 
appraysed  and  sould  by  us  the  ffeoffees  of  the  poore  people  in  the  Aimes 
houses  to  such  persons  hereunder  named  as  would  give  the  greatest  price 
for  them  to  the  use  of  Joan  Wilson  a child  her  only  daughter.  21st 


Deer.  1606. 

First  a lowe  stool  sould  to  Mrs.  Edwards  for xiiiid. 

Itm  a pestell  & morter  soulde  to  Mrs,  Edwards  for  ijs.  iiijd. 

Itm  a trusse  bedd,  a fethr.  bedd,  i boulster,  ii  pillowes, 
i old  covering  & the  bed  teaster  sould  to  Katherin 
Harryson  for xxxiiijs.  iiijd. 

Itm  a candle  stick  & a little  pan  soul  to  her  for  ijs.  vid. 

Itm  lynnen  curtens  valences  a paire  of  harden  sheets  & 
ij  pillow  beres  sold  to  the  said  Katherine  for  xviijs, 

Itm  iij  pewter  dishes  & iii  sawcers  sold  to  her  for  iiijs.  ixd. 

Itm  iiij  trenshers  iiij  old  spoones  & ij  litle  boxes  sould  to 
her  for  iiijd. 

Itm  halfe  a yard  of  Scotts  cloth  sould  to  her  for viiid. 

Itm  an  Ale  can  sould  to  her  for  id 

Itm  a litle  box  bound  w^h.  iron  sould  to  goodman  Graves 
for  xviijd. 

Itm  an  old  lanterne  sould  to  goodman  Hobson  for iiijd. 

Itm  a posnett  sould  to  goodman  Hickson  for  xxd. 

Itm  a cheest  sould  to  goodman  Graves  for xij<*. 

Itm  a brasse  pott  & a paile  soulde  to  John  Gibbs  for vd. 

Sma  totals iijii.  xiijs.  viijd. 


Itm  ther  remayneth  unsould  to  be  kept  to  the  use  of  the  childe  a cheest 
& in  it  ij  neckerchefes,  ij  coifes,  j crosse  cloth,  a purse,  a girdle,  a 
trencher  case,  a latten  basin,  the  cheest  locked  and  the  key  delivi’ed  to 
John  Hobson. 

Itm  ther  remayneth  in  the  hands  of  Joan  Hodgeson  her  kinswoman  a 
gowne  a ragg  pettycote  ij  smocks  ij  wastecotes  & a kirtle. 

W^h  foresaid  sume  of  iijii.  xiiis,  viijd.  we  the  foresaid  ffeoffees  have 
letten  to  John  Loke  of  ffosdike  this  2nd.  of  March  1606  for  w^h  we  are  to 
receyve  of  him  by  obligacon  in  the  keepinge  of  Anthony  Oldfeild  upon  the 
3 of  March  1607  iiijii,  viijs. 

Tho  Greaves  Anth  Oldfeild. 

Eobert  Hickson  Christofer  beestonn 

Robart  Baxter 
William  Hobson 

1283 -Relics  of  Roman  Occupation.— T/ie  Standard,  of 
19  Aug.,  1907,  has  this  account  : — 

While  making  antiquarian  investigations  at  Ely,  Mr.  Cole  Ambrose, 
of  Stuntney  Hall,  made  an  interesting  discovery  of  some  Roman  remains. 
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In  Isleham  Fen  he  came  upon  the  bed  of  an  ancient  river,  and  on  the  soft 
silt  there  appeared  to  be  an  impression  of  a large  boat  or  ship’s  bottom. 
All  around  were  scattered  specimens  of  Eoman  pottery  and  of  the 
beautiful  but  fragile  Samian  ware.  Some  fragments  had  the  potter’s  name 
impressed  upon  them.  There  were  also  skulls  and  bones  of  a small  kind  of 
cattle,  which  the  ancient  Britons  had  domesticated,  but  which  sometimes 
became  wild  and  got  away  to  the  forests.  The  skulls  of  deer  and  wild 
boar  were  also  numerous.  Kude  draining  tiles  were  found,  showing  that 
at  that  period  the  fens  were  considerably  higher  than  the  surface  of  the 
river,  which  seemed  to  trend  towards  some  Roman  stations  on  the  Icknield 
way. 

The  Spalding  Guardian,  two  days  previously,  had  a short 
notice  of  this,  and  added  - 

The  quaking  fen,  although  at  times  sufficiently  dry  to  bear  man  or 
beast,  had  treacherous  spots  where  the  men  sunk  through  the  ooze,  for 
entire  skeletons  of  both  men  and  animals,  are  frequently  found  lying  on 
the  fen  bed  beneath  the  antiseptic  peats.  Forests  near-by  the  discovery, 
submerged  long  before  the  advent  of  the  Romans,  contain  monster  oaks, 
firs,  larch,  etc.,  some  of  the  wood  bearing  the  deeply  incised  marks  of 
beavers’  teeth.  The  history  of  the  region  is  a repetition  of  that  of  swamp 
and  forest  land  through  the  ages.  An  inner  flood  and  a tidal  wave,  and 
nature  would  again  assert  her  own  ! 

Will  some  correspondent  supply  us  with  more  precise 
details  of  what  has  been  found  ? 


1 284— Composition  of  the  Oxford  Clay  at  Whittlesey.— 

Chemical  analysis  of  the  Oxford  clay  taken  from  the  site 
of  the  Gildenburgh  brickfield,  at  the  depth  of  thirty  feet 
(without  the  callow)  ; analysis  of  the  dry  clay  (dried  at 


212°  Fah.):— 

fSand 24-00 

I Soluble  Silica  25-00 

Alumina  15-10 

Iron  Pyrites 2-10 

Carbonate  of  Lime  ( Lime 17-00 

30-0  1 Carbonic  Acid 13-00 

Magnesia 1-00 

Potash  0-30 

Moisture  2-50 


100-00 


An  Adventurous  Career. 
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Composition  of  uncultivated  virgin  fen  soil,  taken  from 
Methwold  Fen  (between  Downham  Market  and  Brandon, 


in  Norfolk). 

Moisture 72 '8 

Organic  vegetable  matter  24 ’3 

Mineral  matter 2*9 


100-0 

The  soil  (after  being  dried  at  212°  Fab.)  yielded  2 per  cent, 
of  nitrogen,  together  with  traces  of  phosphates  ; the  mineral 
matter  consisted  of  oxides  of  iron  and  alumina  with  silica, 
chloride  of  soda  (common  salt)  being  absent. 

W.  Elborne  & C.  M.  Warren, 


1 285— An  Adventurous  Career. — Among  the  documents 
preserved  in  the  Muniment  Boom  of  the  Palace  at  Ely 
(Gibbons'  Ely  Episcopal  Becords,  p.  132)  are  some  bundles 
of  Examinations,  Depositions,  and  Informations,  taken  before 
Justices  of  the  Peace  in  criminal  matters,  the  earliest  being 
for  the  year  1612.  The  following  is  given  as  a specimen. 

Examinacion  of  John  ffloyde  of  Conaway  in  Carnarvansheire  in  North- 
wales  singleman  taken  the  nynth  day  of  May  1612  before  Synolphus  Bell 
and  Edward  flfincham  Justices  of  the  peace  of  our  Soveraigne  Lord  the 
King  within  the  Isle  of  Ely  in  the  County  of  Cambridge  amongest  others 
assigned  as  followeth. 

This  Exam*  saith  that  he  departed  from  his  ffather  dwelling  in  Con- 
away aforesaid  aboute  six  yeares  sithens,  and  from  thence  he  wente  to 
London  where  he  served  a Lawier  of  his  owne  name,  one  Mr,  ffloyde,  and 
leaveinge  him  went  to  one  M^.  Guynne  whome  he  served  but  a moneth,  and 
from  him  he  wente  into  the  Lowe  Countries  unto  Since  in  fflaunders, 
where  he  served  as  a Comon  Souldier  under  Captaine  Book  wood,  and 
leaveing  him  he  wente  unto  Williamstead  in  Brabant  and  served  Captaine 
Huntley  as  a Comon  Souldier,  whom  he  served  two  yeares  and  a halfe,  and 
from  him  he  had  his  fEurloase  to  come  for  England,  and  soe  he  landed  at 
Tilbery  in  Essex  aboute  three  weekes  before  the  date  of  this  his  present 
Examinacon,  from  whence  he  was  ffowerteene  dayes  a traveling  to  Lynne, 
where  he  mett  w^ii  one  John  Guynne  an  acquaintance  of  his  and  fellowe 
souldier  in  Brabant  of  whome  he  received  the  pasporte  shewed  forth  unto 
us,  well  he  saith  he  putt  into  his  pockett,  and  after  delivired  unto  the  said 
Guynne  (by  mistakeing  it)  an  other  pasporte  weii  he  had  of  his  owne  from 
his  foresaid  Captaine  And  further  saith  that  without  any  use  or  collor  of 
the  said  Guynnes  pasporte  by  meane  of  one  M^  Conaway  of  Lynne  his 
Countryman  he  obteyned  the  Maier  of  Lynnes  pasporte,  to  us  likewise 
shewed  forth,  &c.,  &c. 


Vol.  VII. 
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1286. — Affray  at  Ely  Deanery. — In  the  Examinations 
for  the  same  year,  1612,  is  an  account  of  an  affray  at  the 
Deanery,  the  Informations  being  taken  before  Sir  Thomas 
Steward,  Kt. 

William  Westfield  junr.  sayes  that  betweene  the  howres  of  XII  and 
one  of  the  clock  the  same  day  he  did  meete  at  Mr.  Deane  of  Ely  his  hall 

one  whose  name  he  knoweth  not  but  he  married  one  WiUm  Wattes 
his  wyves  sister  and  that  he  wounded  him  in  the  Colledg  yeard  giving  him 
ii]  woundes  w^ii  his  dagger  in  his  head,  &c. 

John  Dawnton  of  Ely  yeoman  (the  delinquent)  says  that  being  at  the 
Colledg  in  Mr.  Deane  his  hall  where  he  and  one  Willm  Westfielde  did  play 
at  shovelborde,  he  and  the  said  W™  Westfield  with  one  Bartholomew 

butler  to  Mr.  Deane  cominge  downe  the  stayres  together  the  said 

Bartholomew  there  partinge  from  them  he  this  Exam^  havinge  ij^^  of  the 
said  W“.  Westfield  the  said  W“^  did  demande  to  have  his  ij^  agayne  w^ii 

he  refusing  theruppon  the  s<i  W°^  did  strike  him  &c he  this  exam^ 

did  give  the  s<i  W“  one  thrust  with  his  dagger  as  he  thinketh  about  his 
showlder,  &c.  Being  demanded  wherefore  he  did  flee  he  s<i  there  was  one 
that  dyd  come  unto  him  and  did  tell  him  that  the  s<i  W“  was  slayne, 
wheruppon  he  thought  it  beste  to  make  shifte  for  him  selfe  and  theruppon 
procured  one  Wrattam  servant  to  W“  Wattes  of  Ely  potter  to  sett  him 
over  the  river  unto  the  houltes  where  uppon  search  and  pursute  made 
after  this  said  exam^  he  was  founde,  &c. 

1 287. — Ollard  Family. — I am  anxious  to  ascertain  the 
original  connection  of  this  family  with  Wisbech.  My  great- 
grandfather was  settled  in  Wisbech,  but  was  not,  I think,  a 
native  ; I should  be  thankful  to  know  whence  he  came  ; and 
indeed  anything  about  him  or  any  other  members  of  the 
family.  We  have  a family  tradition,  which  I am  bound  to 
say  I can  hardly  believe,  that  the  surname  was  originally 
Aylorde,  and  that  the  John  at  the  head  of  the  sketch  pedigree 
below,  or  his  father,  altered  the  spelling  to  the  present  form. 
This  was  thought  to  point  to  a Huguenot  ancestry,  but  we 
find  nothing  to  confirm  this  view.  The  name  Olard  occurs 
early  in  the  18th  century  among  the  alumni  of  Oxford  ; and 
in  the  same  century  there  was  a beneficed  clergyman  of  the 
name  somewhere  in  Derbyshire.  One  of  my  uncles  lived  at 
Walsoken,  and  named  his  house  “Musticot  House”  from  an 
estate  that  at  one  time  belonged  to  the  family  ; but  where  this 
was  none  of  us  knows.  The  daughter  of  — NichoUs,  who 
married  my  great-grandfather,  was,  I have  reason  to  believe, 
sister  to  Henry  James  Nicholls,  formerly  of  Woodhouse  in 
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Elm  parish,  then  of  Wisbech,  and  ultimately  of  Hartford, 
near  Huntingdon,  whose  monumental  inscription  from  Elm 
church  is  given  in  F.  N.  d Q.,  iv.,  253.  A cousin  of  my 
father’s,  Henry  Ollard,  F.S.A.,  is  believed  to  have  worked  out 
a careful  pedigree  ; but  all  his  papers  were  foolishly  destroyed 
after  his  death. 


John  Ollard 
born  c.  1760. 

= — Nicholls. 

1 

Eobert  Ollard 

1 

William  Ollard 

1 1 

Two  daughters  died 

i 

Henry  Ollard 

died  young. 

born  1799,  died 

unmarried  c.  1865; 

of  Walsoken, 

1879.  M.E.C.S.; 
practised  at 
Up  well,  and  at 
Wisbech. 

1 

buried  in  Noncon- 
formist burial 
ground  in  Stafford 
St.,  Walsoken. 

died  c.  1874. 

William  Lud- 
1am  Ollard, 
J.P.,  of 
Ilkley,  CO. 
Yorks. 


1 

John  Ollard, 
M.E.C.S., 
d.  1900,  at 
Bath. 


Eichard 
Ollard, 
d.  1903,  at 
Stawell, 
Victoria. 


Sidney  Ollard,  Arthur 
b.  1849,  d.  Eidgway 

1901,  at  Ollard,  d. 

Bright,  29  Sep.,  1906, 

Victoria.  at  Wisbech. 


Sidney  Leslie  Ollard. 


S.  Edmund  Hall,  Oxford. 


S.  L.  Ollaed. 


1288.— King  John’s  Treasures  in  the  Wash. — Could 

you  tell  me  if  the  spot  is  known  where  King  John’s  treasures 
were  swallowed  up  in  the  Wash  ? and  if  so,  whether  any 
attempt  has  ever  been  made  to  recover  them  ? or  if  anything 
of  the  King’s  baggage  has  ever  been  washed  up  by  the  tide  ? 

M.F.J. 

There  seems  never  to  have  been  made  any  attempt  to 
recover  the  treasure  lost  by  King  John  in  the  Wash : nor 
have  I ever  heard  of  anything  having  been  recovered  from  it 
by  the  action  of  the  tide.  But  the  actual  scene  of  the  disaster 
is  well  known.  It  is  well  described  in  a communication 
from  Mr.  W.  Pollard  to  Notes  and  Queries,  7th  S.  xii.  306, 
in  1891. 

When  King  John  left  Lynn  in  October,  1216,  he  marched  ten  miles, 
and  then  came  to  Cross  Keys  Wash,  an  estuary  of  the  German  Ocean,  then 
and  there  about  a mile  and  a half  wide,  and  fordable  when  the  tide  was 
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out.  He  had  to  go  across  from  Norfolk  into  Lincolnshire,  but  was  over- 
taken with  the  tide,  and  lost  his  baggage,  treasure,  some  men,  many  horses, 
and  just  escaped  with  life,  landing  about  a mile  below  where  Sutton  Bridge 
is  now,  and  stopped  at  a farm-house  still  known  as,  and  marked  on  old 
maps  as  “ King  John’s  House.”  On  starting  thence  to  renew  his  journey 
he  had  to  march  eleven  miles  before  he  came  to  Fossdyke  Wash,  and  the 
country  between  is  no  Wash  at  all,  but  good  farm  land,  as  it  was  in  the 
Romans’  time  ....  The  Cross  Keys  Wash  is  the  outfall  for  the  waters 
of  the  river  Nene  ; the  Fossdyke  is  the  outfall  of  the  river  Welland. 

The  name  “King  John’s  House”  still  appears  on  the 
Ordnance  map.  It  is  just  under  three  miles  in  a straight 
line  east  (slightly  to  the  north)  from  Sutton  S.  Mary’s 
church.  Ed. 

1289— Croppenbergh  or  Croppenburgh  Family  (1241). 

— I should  be  glad  of  any  information  as  to  who  was  the 
husband  of  a Mary  Croppenbergh.  In  her  will,  dated  20th 
July,  1652  (proved  1652),  she  describes  herself  as  a widow, 
and  mentions  her  son-in-law  Joseph  Alston,  Baronet,  husband 
of  her  daughter  Mary,  her  brother  John  Vermuden,  her 
daughter  Ann,  wife  of  George  Sherard  (married  31st  July, 
1651,  at  St.  James’  Church,  Clerkenwell,  London),  and  her 
grandson  William  Sherard. 

She  also  mentions  Thomas  Bucke,  of  the  University  of 
Cambridge. 

A Eobert  Bucke,  of  London,  in  his  will  (proved  1620) 
mentions  his  wife’s  sister’s  daughter,  Mary  Croppenbery  f sic ), 
wife  of  Joseph  Croppenberry  (sic),  and  Thomas  Bucke, 
youngest  son  of  his  cousin  Thomas  Bucke,  of  Bullington  Hall, 
now  scholar  at  Caius  College,  Cambridge. 

Cork  Herald,  Office  of  Arms,  PeieCE  G.  MahONY. 

Dublin  Castle,  Dublin. 

In  an  article  on  “The  Eeclaimers  of  the  Fens  ” (Art.  564) 
it  is  mentioned  that  Canvey  Island  on  the  Thames  was 
reclaimed  by  Joas  Croppenburgh,  a Dutchman.  The  note 
occurs  in  an  account  of  Cornelius  Vermuyden,  but  it  is  not 
said  that  there  was  any  relationship  between  them  ; nor  does 
the  name  John  Vermuyden  occur.  .p 
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Calendar  of  Wills  proved  in  Vice-Chancellor' s Court  at 
Cambridge,  1601 — 1766.  (Cambridge.  1907.  6s,)— This  volume  supplies  a 
want  that  has  long  been  felt  not  only  by  old  Cambridge  msn  but  also  by 
all  who  are  interested  in  historical  and  genealogical  questions.  The  docu- 
ments calendared  are  contained  in  five  volumes,  and  a great  help  to  the 
student  is  provided  by  all  the  names,  which  are  about  thirteen  hundred  in 
number,  being  arranged  here  in  one  index.  The  great  majority  of  the 
testators  are  graduates  of  the  University,  but  there  were  certain  other 
persons  “ reckoned  to  be  under  the  privilege  and  belonging  to  the  Court  of 
the  University.”  These  are  described  in  an  ancient  record  known  as  the 
“Processus  Bernwellensis,”  the  particulars  of  which  are,  however,  not 
given.  All  scholars,  as  well  as  the  children,  widows,  and  servants,  of 
privileged  persons  were  entitled  to  have  their  wills  proved  in  the  University 
Court. 

These  five  volumes  are  now  preserved  in  the  District  Probate  Registry 
at  Peterborough.  This  fact  may  perhaps  be  inferred  from  a line  or  two  at 
the  end  of  the  “ Forewords,”  but  does  not  seem  anywhere  to  be  expressly 
stated.  A list  of  all  the  Vice-Chancellors  during  the  period  covered  is 
given.  This  contains  196  names  for  the  266  years.  Six  of  these  are  not 
assigned  to  any  college ; which  seems  curious.  One  was  Vice-Chancellor 
in  1641,  all  the  others  are  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  sixteenth  century.  The 
college  of  one  of  these,  Humphrey  Fitz-William,  we  can  supply ; he  was 
Fellow  of  Pembroke. 

The  Calendar  gives  only  the  names  and  dates,  with  the  colleges  of 
graduates,  and  occasionally  the  occupations  of  non-graduates.  But  a 
collection  of  notes  and  abstracts  from  the  wills  is  in  preparation,  of  which 
76  copies  only  will  be  issued  at  one  guinea  per  copy.  Application  for  these 
should  be  made  at  once  to  Mr.  H.  Roberts,  at  6 St.  Andrew’s  Street 
Cambridge,  as  that  number  will  certainly  be  very  quickly  taken  up.  ^ 
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Reprinted  (with  additions)  from  Fenland  Notes  and  Queries." 
EXTRACT  FROM  THE  PREFACE. 

rpHE  territorial  criminal  jurisdiction  of  a Saxon  Abbot  which  has 
I survived  the  Conquest  and  the  Reformation  is  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  the  magistrate,  the  lawyer,  and  the  layman.  The  records  of 
seven  centuries  are  available  to  illustrate  the  history  of  the  Monastery  of 
Peterborough,  the  administration  of  Justice  within  its  domain,  and  the 
condition  of  the  inhabitants.  The  Liberty  of  Peterborough  is  the  only 
county  franchise  which  excludes  the  authority  of  King  Edward  VIPs. 
Justices  of  Gaol  Delivery. 

It  is  to  explain  the  origin  of  the  authority  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Liberty  to  deliver  the  prisoners  in  its  gaol;  the  royal  charters  from  which 
that  authority  springs ; and  the  King’s  commissions,  by  virtue  of  which  it 
is  now  exercised  that  a short  history  of  this  remarkable  jurisdiction  is 
published. 

Demy  8vo.,  xvi.  pp.  and  72  pp.  Cloth,  Price  2/6  net.  Postage,  4d. 
Peterborough:  GEO.  0.  CASTER,  Market  Place.  q. 
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1 290— Overton  Waterville  Manor  House— Hunting- 
donshire, though  a small  county,  viz.— only  about  23  miles 
from  east  to  west,  and  30  from  north  to  south,  contains  many, 
though  not  large,  interesting  relics  of  the  past.  Fire,  destruc- 
tion, and  (so-called)  restoration,  have  swept  away  much 
that  was  charming  in  the  old  manor  houses  of  the  county. 
At  Overton  Waterville  (sometimes  called  Cherry  Orton)  is  a 
Manor  House  which  has  escaped  destruction,  but  has  been 
modernized,  and  has  lost  many  of  its  features  that  were  of 
interest. 

Overton  Waterville  and  its  Manor  and  most  of  the  village 
were  granted  by  Laurence  Booth,  Archbishop  of  York,  in  the 
15th  century,  to  Pembroke  College,  or  Hall,  Cambridge. 

The  Manor  House  was  built  in  1571  by  Richard  and  Ann 
Morton,  whose  initials  are  carved  over  a doorway  in  the  hall. 
They,  doubtless,  held  the  Manor  House  and  farm  under 
Pembroke  College,  at  a nominal  rent.  They  were  succeeded 
in  the  tenure  by  John  Chambers,  of  Morborn,  who  married 
Rose,  daughter  of  ...  . and  Susannah  Goodyear  of  that  place. 
He  held  the  house  and  some  500  acres  of  land  at  a rent 
I of  “2  bushels  of  wheat  and  2 bushels  of  barley  to  be  paid 
I into  the  great  hall  of  Pembroke  College  on  the  feast  of 
S.  Michael  the  Archangel  and  on  that  of  the  Blessed  Virgin.” 
This  tenure  or  nominal  rent  was  not  increased  for  a great 
number  of  years.  The  writer  saw  all  these  leases  many  years 

1,go,  but  believes  they  have  been  destroyed.  Duplicates  may 
emain  at  Cambridge. 

Thomas  Chambers,  eldest  son  and  heir  of  John  and  Rose, 
7as  born  in  1651,  and  died  Nov.  16,  1723.  He  married  twice 
nd  had  two  sons — Andrew,  who  died  early,  and  Richard.  He 
} described  as  “Yeoman.” 

Richard,  his  son,  was  born  in  1698,  and  died  Jan.  llth, 
770.  He  is  described  as  “Gent.”  Mary,  his  wife,  born  in 
701,  died  Nov.  11th,  1772.  They  were  buried  in  the  N. 


Yol.  VIL 
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Aisle  of  the  Church,  where  there  is  a handsome  monument 
to  their  memory. 

They  had  three  sons : (1)  John,  who  succeeded,  was  born 
18  March,  1731,  died  21  Feb.,  1804  ; (2)  Andrew;  (3)  Thomas, 
who  married  — Hankey,  and  was  killed  from  a fall.  Andrew, 
born  8 Feb.,  1743,  took  Holy  Orders,  and  held  four  Lincoln- 
shire livings  at  the  same  time.  One  was  Somerby,  a second 
was  Bag  Enderby.  The  writer  remembers  reading  the  corres- 
pondence, and  the  parishioners’  complaints  that  they  had  only 
seen  the  Vicar  once  during  the  year. 

At  Somerby  there  is  a plate  on  one  of  the  Norman  columns — 
“ Near  this  spot  lie  the  remains  of  the  Kev.  Andrew  Chambers 
nearly  40  years  Vicar  of  this  parish  who  died  26  February  1821 
Aged  78.  years. 

‘ ‘ Also  of  Elizabeth  wife  of  the  above  who  died  18  of  Dec. 
1802  Aged  66  years.  This  plate  was  put  up  at  the  restoration 
of  this  Church  Nov.  15,  1854. 

Walter  John  Clarke,  M.A.  Vicar. 

Eobt.  Collingham,  Churchwarden.” 

John  Chambers,  the  son  of  John,  who  was  born  29  Sep., 
1759,  married  Mary  Ann  Eoberts,  and  died  June  16,  1828. 
She  died  April  28,  1820.  He  was  a man  of  considerable  ability 
and  cultivation.  He  was  J.P.  and  D.L.  for  the  County. 
He  left  a large  family  of  sons  and  daughters.  The  eldest 
son,  Andrew,  was  born  July  14,  1799,  and  died  Oct.  29,  1845. 
He  married  Jane,  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  Woodward,  and 
had  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  now  deceased.  Unfortunately 
they  were  the  last  to  occupy  this  interesting  old  house  in  which 
the  family  had  dwelt  for  three  hundred  years. 

One  illustration  represents  the  front  elevation  of  the  house 
from  a drawing  by  the  writer  in  1850.  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  original  Tudor  windows  and  door  had  been  replaced  in 
Queen  Anne’s  time  by  larger  windows  and  the  high  door  of 
the  period.  These  have  now  given  place  to  Victorian  door 
and  windows. 
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The  other  illustration  is  of  the  old  stone  doorway,  which  is 
at  the  inner  west  end  of  the  hall.  It  is  probable  that  originally 
there  was  a porch  to  the  house,  and  that  the  stone  doorway 
was  the  inner  door  of  the  porch,  but  that  when  the  porch  was 
removed  it  was  too  good  for  destruction,  and  was  placed  in  the 
hall  for  preservation. 

The  Church  is  immediately  at  the  back  or  west  of  the  house, 
and  the  old  custom  of  a gateway  and  right  of  way  from  the 
Manor  House  garden  to  the  Church  is  to  be  seen  here. 

S.  T.  Aveling. 

1 291— Yernatti  Family  (1039). — In  the  illustration  of 
the  frontispiece  to  an  album  belonging  to  Sir  Philibert  Vernatti 
given  in  the  above  article,  the  motto  at  the  head  is  described 
as  “oriental,”  and  said  to  be  equivalent  to  “Virtus  fama 
gloria.”  An  obliging  correspondent  points  out  that  the  motto 
is  in  Hebrew,  and  is  simply  the  original  of  the  text  in  the 
Bible,  Prov.  i.  7,  “The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of 
knowledge.” 

In  illustration  of  what  the  Fenlanders  owe  to  this  family  it 
may  be  noted  that  there  is  still,  somewhere  near  Spalding,  a 
public-house  with  the  sign  of  “The  Vernat  Arms.”  We  do 
not  know  if  the  armorial  bearings  of  the  Vernattis  are  painted 
on  the  sign. 

1 292.— Powdike. — Can  any  of  your  readers  inform  me  of 
the  derivation  of  Powdike,  or  Podike  ? I shall  be  glad  also  to 
know  whether  the  name  is  the  generic  name  of  a bank  con- 
structed in  a particular  way,  or  for  a particular  purpose,  or 
whether  it  is  the  special  designation  of  the  two  banks  in 
Marshland  which  still  bear  that  name  ? C.B.D. 

1293— An  Ancient  Burial  Ground  at  Holbeach. — In 

April,  1868,  there  were  discovered  upon  a small  plot  of  land  in 
Hallgate,  Holbeach,  a considerable  number  of  human  bones. 
It  was  particularly  noticed  that  they  were  buried  without 
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coffins,  due  east  and  west,  and  some  very  near  the  surface, 
while  in  places  the  bodies  had  been  buried  one  above  another. 
On  the  east  side  of  the  mound  the  skeletons  were  almost 
entirely  those  of  adult  men.  Some  of  the  skulls  had  evident 
traces  of  wounds.  In  the  other  part  of  the  mound  the  skeletons 
of  women  and  children  were  found  with  men.  Stukeley  says 
“ that  a chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  once  stood  in  Wignals 
gate,  near  ‘Holbech  Hall’  by  the  river  side,  and  that  in  1719 
he  saw  many  corpses  dug  up  in  the  yard  in  making  a ditch 
there.” 

The  stone  on  which  the  door  of  St.  Peter’s  Chapel  must 
have  swung  was  disinterred  in  1868.  A coin  of  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.  or  Edward  II.  was  also  discovered  amongst  what 
was  probably  the  debris  of  the  old  chapel,  the  Plantagenet 
being  perfect  on  one  side  of  the  coin.  The  Eev.  Arthur  Brook, 
the  vicar  of  the  parish,  interested  himself  in  the  matter.  He 
secured  the  site,  had  it  protected,  and  a memorial  stone  erected 
bearing  the  inscription  “Waiting  for  the  redemption  of  the 
body;”  and  at  the  foot,  “Ancient  Burial  Ground  discovered 
1868.” 

In  June,  1899,  it  was  agreed  to  sell  the  land ; one  of  the 
conditions  being  that  the  bones  should  be  removed.  The 
sanction  of  the  Home  Office  having  been  obtained,  they  were 
removed  and  re-interred  in  the  consecrated  portion  of  the 
Holbeach  Cemetery  on  1st  July,  1899,  and  the  memorial  stone 
erected  near  the  site. 

In  July,  1903,  while  digging  the  foundations  for  some  new 
houses  near  the  site  where  the  bones  were  discovered  in  1868, 
a giant  skeleton  was  found.  The  workmen  took  care  to 
measure  it,  and  found  the  length  was  seven  feet  two  inches. 
Every  bone  was  in  perfect  condition,  and  not  a tooth  was 
missing.  Near  the  bones  was  found  a curious  old  iron  key 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  Spalding  Gentlemen’s  Society. 

J.M. 
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1 294.— LeYerington  Church  Notes. — From  Cole’s  MSS. 
in  the  British  Museum  (Add.  MSS.  5805)  ; dated  5 July, 
1744. 

This  is  a very  noble  and  beautiful  structure,  consisting  of  a 
very  large  antique  square  tower  at  the  W.  on  which  is  placed 
a delightful  spire  of  Stone,  with  a large  Cross  on  the  top,  and 
on  each  corner  of  the  Tower  a pretty  considerable  round  Turret 
which  has  a very  good  effect : in  y®  Tower  are  5 Bells.  The 
nave  is  very  spatious,  as  is  the  Chancel,  with  2 side  Isles  and 
a chapel  at  the  end  of  the  S.  Isle,  all  of  which  are  leaded  : here 
is  also  a beautiful  S.  Porch  built  all  of  Stone,  with  a Priest’s 
chamber  above  it,  roof’d  with  Stone  and  adorn’d  with  Spire 
work.  It  stands  in  the  deanery  and  Hundred  of  Wisbech  and 
Archdeaconry  of  Ely,  is  a Eectory  in  the  Gift  of  the  Bishop  of 
Ely,  and  has  a Chapel  in  the  parish  belonging  to  it,  called 
Parsons  Drove  Chapel.  It  is  dedicated  to  the  Honour  of  St. 
Leonard,  and  is  valued  in  the  King’s  Books  at  25.  0.  8.  The 
present  Eector  is  the  Eev.  Mr.  Eand,  Eector  also  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Parish  of  Newton.  It  is  exempt,  like  all  others  in  this 
and  Ely  Deanery,  from  the  Archdeacon’s  Jurisdiction,  and 
under  that  of  the  Bishop  wholly. 

The  Altar  is  on  2 steps  and  is  rail’d  in,  and  at  this  time  a 
new  Altar  Peice  with  elegant  wainscote  all  round  it,  is  putting 
up,  with  gilding  and  painting,  and  the  10  Commandments  at 
the  back  of  the  Altar.  In  the  S.  wall,  by  the  Steps,  are  3 
descending  arches.  By  them,  and  near  the  Arch  of  Division 
from  the  S.  Chapel,  lies  a very  large  black  marble  slab,  with  a 
line  drawn  down  the  middle  of  it,  with  these  inscriptions  : 


In  memory 


of  Simon  Hardy 
Gent,  who  died  y®  6 
of  March  1727® 
aged  34  yfs. 


of  Matthew  Hardy 
Gent,  who  died  ye  16 
of  May  1736 
aged  80  years. 


On  a smallish  free  stone  to  the  N.  at  the  bottom  of  the  Steps 
of  the  altar  is  this  inscription  under  a Death’s  head  : 
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In  memory  of 
Henry  Pern,  clerk,  A : M. 

Rector  of  this  Parish 
nearly  40  years,  who  died 
Jan.  16,  1721,  aged  between  70  and  80. 

He  left  only  one  Son 
Henry  Pern,  Clerk, 

A.M.  Rector  of  Knapwell 
in  this  County  who  died 
in  1728,  aged  48  years, 
and  lyes  there  buried.* 

At  the  head  of  this  on  a free  stone  is  the  Inscription : 

Here 

lyes  ye  body  of 
Eleanor  Denison,  widow, 
who  departed  this 
Life,  July  ye  3.  1726, 
aged  76  years. 

In  another  close  to  it  on  the  N.  is  this  wrote  : 

Here  lyeth  ye  Body  of  Adam 
Denison,  Gent,  who  departed 
this  life  March  ye  13 
1716-16. 

On  another  close  to  this  is  this  Inscription  : 

Here  lyeth  y®  Body  of  John 
Simpson,  Gent,  who  departed 
this  life  Febr.  y®  19.  1703. 

On  another  close  to  this  is  wrote  : 

Here  lyeth  y®  Body  of  Mercy 
ye  Wife  of  John  Simpson,  Gent, 
who  departed  this  Life,  Feb, 
y®  lOtb  170a. 

At  y®  head  of  Adam  Denison’s  Grave  Stone  ab^  y®  middle  of 

the  Chancel  is  another  free  stone  with  this  Inscription  : 

Here  lyeth  ye  Body  of  Richard 
Reynolds,  Rector  of  Leverington, 
who  departed  this  Life,  April 
ye  22  anno  Dni.  1682,  aged  63  yrs.f 

I was  told  by  the  Workmen  in  the  Church  that  this  Gentle- 
man was  Father  to  the  late  Bishop  of  Lincoln.  On  a coffin 
stone  which  lies  close  to  this  on  the  left  is  a Cross  flory  without 
any  Inscription.  In  the  last  N.  Window  are  the  Figures  of  St. 
James,  St.  Andrew,  and  St.  Peter,  and  in  the  next  to  it  above, 

* He  was  Canon  of  Lincoln. 

t He  was  of  Peterhouse.  Account  of  him  in  Kennett’s  Register  and  Chronicle 
p.  885. 
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is  that  of  St.  Philip.  Stalls  go  from  the  Chancel  Door  by  the 
Pillars  which  separate  the  Chancel  from  the  S.  Isle,  of  which 
there  are  2 only,  and  suppose  Stalls  stood  under  the  N.  Wall 
of  the  Chancel,  till  Pews  dispossessed  them.  The  Nave  is 
separated  from  the  Chancel  by  a Screen  under  the  Arch,  over 
which  are  the  Eoyal  Arms,  and  Adam  Denyson  and  John 
Simpson  Churchwardens  1678.  There  are  5 pillars  on  each 
side  to  divide  the  side  Isles  from  the  nave  : the  new  and  hand- 
some Pulpit  and  Desk  against  the  1®*^  on  the  N.  and  the  Elegant 
font  at  the  bottom  of  the  middle  Isle  under  a handsome  Canopy 
adorn’d  with  gilding  and  carving,  several  images  round  the 
Stone  font : the  Canopy  supported  by  an  Iron  from  the  roof. 
On  a free  stone  which  lies  before  the  Pulpit  in  the  middle  Isle 
is  this  Inscription  : 

Hie  jacet  Corpus 
Ann£e,  uxoris  Johannis 
Lumpkin,  sepultum  die 
vicesimo  nono  mensis 
Novembris  anno  setatis 
septuagesimo  primo  et 
Domini  nostri  MDCCXXIX. 

In  the  middle  Isle  below  the  Pulpit  lie  2 free  stones  close  to 
each  other  : that  to  the  S.  has  this  Inscription  : 

Here  lyeth  y®  Body  of  John  Hawkins,  Sen*". 

Who  departed  this  life,  December  y®  4.  1720,  aged 
78  years. 

Here  lie  also  2 sons  of  Mr  Adam  Hawkins  and 
Mary  his  wife : John,  who  died  March,  y®  17.  1717, 
aged  9 months ; and  a second  John  who  died 
May  y®  10.  1723,  aged  3 years. 

On  y®  other  is  this  Inscription : 

Here  lyeth  y®  Body  of  Conquest,  Widow  of  y® 
said  Mr.  John  Hawkins,  Sen^.  who  departed 
this  life  Nov.  7.  1724,  aged  67  years. 

And  also  y®  Body  of  Adam,  son  of  y®  said  Mr. 

Adam  Hawkins  and  Mary  his  Wife,  who 
departed  this  life  January  the  16^^  1726,  aged 
1 year  and  7 months. 

I forgot  to  mention  a Saint’s  Bell  which  hangs  at  the  E.  end 
of  the  Chancel  by  a small  Turret  on  the  S.  side.  An  old  Altar 
Tomb  stands  under  the  Arch  of  the  2 last  Pillars  on  the  S.  by 
the  Bellfry,  but  nothing  on  it.  On  the  canopy  of  the  font  also 
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is  wrote  Henry  Moore,  Adam  Hawkins,  Ch.  Wardens,  1719  ; 
and  on  2 Sheilds  at  the  foot  of  the  font  in  stone  is  carved 
M.  W.  in  these  characters,  very  old.  In  y®  first  N.  Window 
of  the  N.  Isle  are  4 extream  beautifull  Figures  of  2 women 
and  their  Husbands,  in  kneeling  postures,  in  the  Dress  of  the 
times,  very  Elegant,  but  the  Men  in  Armour  in  both  Pannels, 
and  without  any  Coat  of  Arms  on  his  armour.  The  1®*  Lady 
on  her  Pettycoat  has  A.  a Lion  rampant  G.  over  their  Heads 
goes  a Scroll  with  these  verses  in  it  very  plain,  above  which  is 
an  extream  pretty  Picture  of  Our  Lady  with  our  Saviour  or 
Corps  in  her  lap 

Lady  lede  us  well  fro  Harm 
To  him  that  lay  ded  in  y^  Barm. 

Barm  is  an  old  English  Saxon  word  for  Lap.  Chaucer  in 
his  Squire’s  Tale  makes  use  of  it  in  this  Sense.  Under  the 
Figures  is  only,  out  of  many  other  words  now  broken  and  lost, 
Margaret  left,  which  no  doubt  was  the  Christian  name  of  the 
Lady  above.  On  the  coat  of  the  2°'^  Lady  is  B.  a Lion  ram- 
pant A.  In  a scrole  over  their  Heads  is  this  legend  still 
perfect,  tho’  the  picture  of  St.  John  which  ought  to  be  above 
it,  is  lost : 

Jesu  fro  sine  make  us  fre 

For  Jonn’s  Love  wee  baptised  ye. 

The  large  E.  window  of  the  N.  Isle  is  compleat  and  has 
above  50  small  figures  in  it  extremely  well  painted  and  pre- 
serv’d, not  so  much  as  a figure  broken.  I suppose  this  window 
with  the  other  by  it,  which  has  the  aforesaid  Figures  in  it,  was 
put  up  by  y®  Family  that  the  said  Figures  represent,  who 
were  no  doubt  Lords  of  this  Manor,  but  at  present  I am  not 
enough  vers’d  in  the  alterations  of  the  property  of  this  County 
to  pretend  to  determine  for  whom  designed,  though  it  might 
be  an  easy  matter  to  find  it  out.  Many  of  the  other  Windows 
in  the  Church  have  whole  figures  of  Saints,  but  not  so  well 
done  as  these  are  by  far.  In  y®  S.  Isle  about  the  middle  lies  a 
new  stone  for  one  Nicholas  Denison  and  his  wife,  but  I was 
too  much  pressed  in  time  to  take  it  exactly.  You  go  up  a step 
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or  two  out  of  this  Isle  into  the  S.  Chapel,  which  is  divided 
from  the  said  Isle  by  a screen  of  about  150  years  or  more  years 
old,  well  carved  and  painted,  with  the  Royal  Arms  over  the 
door  of  it.  The  chancel  [?  chapel]  is  spatious  and  has  some 
mural  monuments  in  it.  The  oldest  is  against  the  E.  Wall  by 
the  N.  corner  and  is  made  of  Stone  painted.  At  the  top  are 
these  arms  Quarterly  G.  & A.  a ^ A.  or  O.  in  G.  Quarters, 
for  Cross.  Down  the  Dexter  side  of  the  Monument  are  2 
Shields,  the  1®*  Cross  impaling  Tilney,  viz.,  A [chevron]  int^  3 
Griffons  heads  erased  G.  Y®  2*^  Cross  impales  Gurling  viz  : A 
on  a [bend]  G.  cotised  S.  3 Fleurs  de  Lis  O.  In  the  middle 
is  this  wrote,  which  is  only  part  of  the  Inscription  : for  it  was 
too  high  and  too  whimsically  wrote  for  me  to  be  able  to  spend 
an  hour  about  which  it  must  have  cost  me,  would  I have  done 
it  as  it  is  there ; and  it  begun  to  grow  dark  so  that  I could  not 
well  distinguish  it  without  a ladder.  Vid.  p.  20.  Vol.  3 of 
these  Coll,  in  the  Church  of  Wisbech. 

Neare  unto  this  place  lyeth  the 
Body  of  Thomas  Crosse,  who  died  y®  24 
day  of  Julye  1633. 

Thomas  Crosse  married  Ann 
y®  Daughter  of  Eichard 
Tilney  of  Tuddington  in 
Norfolk,  gent,  setatis  suas  61 
years  and  died  1633  &c 

Thomas  married  Marye  y®  Daughter 
of  Thomas  Gurling  of  Kings 
Lyn.  Esq.  &c. 

Another  married  Erasmus  Amy  of  Molton  in  Lincolnshire  ; 
and  another  W“-  Steward  of  Barton  in  Suffolk. 

On  a very  handsome  black  marble  slab  under  y®  E.  Window 
in  the  middle  and  neer  the  E.  wall  are  y®  arms  of  Crosse  at  top 
and  this  Inscription  below  : 

In  memory  of  John  Cross,  gent, 
who  departed  this  life.  Jan.  6.  1704. 
aged  44  years. 

Also  Elizabeth  his  [wife] 

who  departed  this  life.  Jan.  9 

1704  aged  37  years  and  several  of 

their  Children ; Catharine,  Thomas, 

and  Thomas,  Alice,  Edward,  Edw.  and  Martin, 
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and  also  6 of  y®  Children  of  John  Cross 
son  of  y®  former  and  Ann  his 
Wife  ; Ann,  John,  John,  Thomas,  and  Amey 
and  likewise  another  John,  their  son 
who  died  Octob.  13.  1732,  aged  10  years. 

Here  also  lyes  interred 
y®  above  mentioned  John  Cross 
who  departed  this  life  April  27 
1743 

aged  66  years. 

Against  y®  wall  between  the  2 1®*^  S.  windows  of  this  Chapel 
is  a very  neat  mural  monument  of  white  marble  : on  the  dexter 
side  these  Arms  viz.  Az.*  a [chevron]  int^  3 Pheons  O.  on  a 
Cheif  G.  3 Maiden’s  Heads  proper  crin’d  0.  for  Swaine  ; on 
the  sinister  side  these  arms : S.  Platy,  2 Flasques  A.  for 
Spelman.  Under  them  is  this  Inscription  : 

To  the  memory 
of  Elizabethf  y®  Wife 
of  Thomas  Swaine,  Esqr. 

Daughter  of  Eoger  Spelman 
Esqr.  of  Holm  in  y®  County 
of  Norfolk,  who  departed 
this  life  y®  4 of  April.  1719, 

JEtatis  61. 

Here  her  ashes  mix  with 
those  of  Thomas  Swaine,  son 
of  the  said  Thomas  Swaine 
who  departed  this  life 
y®  16  of  June  1702, 

.ffitatis  28. 

and  with  those  of  Eobert 
Swaine  Esq^.  her  husband’s 
Father  who  died  y®  14  of 
November  1706  setatis  90. 

Here  also  lies  interred  Thomas 
Swaine,  Esq.  Husband  of  y®  said 
Eliz.  and  son  of  y®  said  Eobert 
Swaine  Esq.  who  departed 
this  life  y®  13  of  January 
1728.  -®tatis  86. 

Under  this  monument  lies  a very  handsome  black  marble 
slab  with  Swaine  impaling  Spelman  at  top,  and  under  these 
arms  this  Inscription : 


* This  abbreviation  in  Cole  not  distinct.  Azure  is  the  proper  tincture. 

+ On  the  opposite  page  this  inscription  is  again  given,  but  the  name  is  Ellen,  not 
Elizabeth.  “ See  some  account  of  the  Family  of  Swaine  in  Hutchins’  History  of  Dorset, 

Vol.  3.  p.  164,  165.” 
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Near  this  Place  lies  interred 
Thomas  Swaine  Esq^.  and  Elizabeth 
his  wife,  as  also  Robert  Swaine,  Esq. 

Father  of  ye  said  Thomas  who 
severally  departed  this  life 
as  mentioned  on  ye  monument 
above. 

On  another  close  to  it  are  at  top  y®  arms  of  Spelman  in  a 
Lozenge  and  under  them  is  this  Inscription : 

Here  lyeth 

Ellen,  ye  daughter  of  Roger 
Spelman  of  Holm  in  ye  County 
of  Norfolk,  Esq.  who  died  at 
Leverington,  July  y®  16,  1718 
aged  63  years. 

Against  y®  same  S.  wall  of  this  Chapel  between  y®  2'^  and 
3^  windows  of  it  is  an  extream  neat  white  marble  mural  monu- 
ment with  these  arms  at  top,  viz.  Swaine  impaling  A.  3 Pellets 
on  Fess,  cotised  S.  int*’.  3 Cornish  Choughs  proper  for  Tregonell. 
Crest  a Maiden’s  Head  O.  Under  them  is  this  Inscription  : 

Near  this  place 
ly’s  interred  y®  Body  of 
Mary 

ye  wife  of  Mr  John  Swaine 
and  daughter  of  John  Tregonwell  of  Anderson 
in  y®  County  of  Dorset,  Esq^. 

Obt  17  of  March  1736 
^tat.  47. 

On  a square  of  white  marble  below  this  Monument  is  this 
wrote  : 

Under  this  Stone 
lyes 

Mary  Swaine 
as  mentioned 
in  ye  Monument 
above. 

And  these  are  all  y®  Epitaphs  in  the  Church  : in  the  Church- 
yard are  some  monuments  but  I had  not  time  to  take  notice  of 
them  all : on  y®  S.  side  by  y®  Porch  on  an  handsome  black 
marble  Slab  which  covers  an  altar  tomb  of  free  stone  is  this 
Inscription  at  the  Foot : 

Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Symon 
y®  son  of  Symon  Hardy  gent, 
and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  who  de- 
parted this  life  October  y®  6 
1723  aged  6 years.  * 
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There  are  more  Inscriptions  on  the  side  of  it.  Against  y®  S. 
wall  just  by  this  Altar  Tomb  is  fixed  a small  mural  monument 
for  one  Bunting  : but  I could  not  take  any  further  notes  about 
it  by  reason  it  was  too  dark. 

There  was  an  old  Hospital  in  this  place,  long  since  decayed 
and  the  Endowment  swallowed  up  : as  may  be  collected  from 
the  MS.  Eeturn  of  Hospitals  in  the  year  1686.  Vid.  Bp. 
Tanner’s  Not.  Mon.  p.  56. 

George  Bayly,  B.D.,  and  Eector  of  this  Church  was  seques- 
tered from  the  same  about  the  year  1646  and  lived  about  12 
years  under  his  sequestration,  with  a great  family  of  children, 
and  in  great  hardships  and  wants  till  within  two  years  of  the 
Eestoration,  and  if  I mistake  not  then  dying  left  3 daughters 
particularly  in  a very  poor  mean  and  helpless  condition,  who 
were  afterwards  supported  by  y®  public  charity  of  the  corpora- 
tion for  Ministers’  widows.  Vid.  Walker’s  Sufi^®.  of  y®  Clergy. 
Part  2.  p.  190. 

Vide  Vol.  18.  p.  91.  for  John  Aylston,  Eector. 

Lancelot  Salkeld,  Dean  of  Carlisle,  Eector  of  Hutton,  1549, 
and  also  of  Leverington  at  the  same  time.  MS.  note  of  Mr. 
Browne  Willis  in  his  Survey  of  Carlisle,  p.  302. 

In  the  Cambridge  Chronicle  for  Feb.  6,  1768,  is  this  Article. 
The  Eev.  John  Warren,  M.A.  of  Cains  College,  Chaplain  to 
the  right  hon.  Lord  Sondes,  is  empowered  by  a Dispension 
( sic ) under  the  great  seal,  to  hold  the  Eectory  of  Snailwell  to 
which  he  was  lately  presented,  with  the  Eectory  of  Leverington, 
worth  £350  a year. 

The  Eev.  Eichard  Oram,  M.A.,  late  of  Benet  College, 
Chaplain  to  the  Bp.  of  Lincoln  [Ely]  is  empowered  by  a 
Dispensation  to  hold  the  Eectory  of  Leverington,  with  the 
Chapel  of  Parson-Drove  in  the  Isle  of  Ely,  together  with  the 
Eectory  of  Northwold  in  Norfolk,  worth  near  £500  per  annum. 
Mr.  Oram  died  in  Feb.  1774,  aged  49,  at  Northwold.  Cam- 
bridge Chronicle.  Sat.  Nov.  9.  1770. 
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In  a later  volume  (Add.  MSS.  5819).  Cole  gives  a few  more 
notes. 

A windowe  of  three  paines : in  the  first  of  them  a man 
knelinge  in  his  Armour  : 2*^  a woman  in  her  surcote  B.*  a 
Lyon  rampant  Argent,  a Lambeaux  of  3 points  G.  Colvyle  of 
Newton. 

Everard  et  Dne  Alieie  consortis  sue  et 

filii  ejus  et  Dne  Margarete  consortis  sue.  A Lyon  ramp^  G. 
S.  3 Church  Bells.  A.  Bell. 

In  the  Chancell  Windowe  is  inscribed 

Orate  pro  anima  Johannis 

Aylston  Kector  [sic]  istius  ecclesie  qui  hanc  fen- 
estram  fieri  fecit  et  edificavit  hunc 
cancellum.  1429. 

A Fesse  nebula  int.  3 [Stars  of  6 points].  Everard. 

Mr.  Carvile  hath  the  cheife  Lordship  ther  called  Eichrnond. 
The  Everards  were  once  Lords  of  the  manor  there  called 
Phitton  ; but  now  Mr.  Buckworth. 

For  this  transcript  of  Cole’s  notes  our  readers  are  indebted 
to  the  Eev.  C.  B.  Drake,  Sector  of  Leverington. 

1295.— CoflBn-lid  at  Growland. — Does  any  one  know 
upon  what  grounds  the  late  lamented  Vicar  of  Growland 
described  a coflfin-lid  (which  is  undoubtedly  Saxon),  lying  near 
the  west  part  of  the  Abbey,  as  being  that  of  the  famous  Saxon 
Chief,  Hereward  ? 

I wrote  to  Mr.  Le  Boeuf  on  this  point,  but  his  health  was 
too  precarious  to  admit  of  explanations  at  the  time. 

Douglas  C.  Stedman. 

To  Mr.  Stedman’s  enquiry  may  be  added  this : — Has  any- 
thing been  discovered  to  make  it  certain  that  Hereward  was 
. buried  at  Crowland  ? Ed. 

B is  not  the  initial  of  any  heraldic  colour.  Here,  and  in  former  notes,  it  seems  t<> 
I stand  for  Blue,  t.e..  Azure.  A '*  Lambeaux  of  3 points  ” seems  to  mean  what  is  called  in 
modern  heraldry  a label,  the  mark  of  cadency  for  the  eldest  son  during  his  father’s 
lifetime. 
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1 296.— Lepers’  Hospital  at  Peterborough.  — In  his 

account  of  Abbot  William  de  Woodford,  Gunton  relates  that 
he  made  enquiry  about  the  Hospital  of  S.  Leonard,  which  he 
identifies  with  the  Spital,  but  he  admits  that  he  knows  nothing 
about  the  origin  of  the  Hospital.  Nor  has  Patrick,  in  his 
Supplement,  discovered  anything  about  its  first  beginning,  and 
he  gives  only  a few  instances  of  its  being  mentioned.  A deed 
of  Agnes  Pudding  contains  a gift  of  eight  acres  to  the  Abbey, 
two  of  which  she  held  of  the  Brothers  of  the  Hospital  of 
S.  Leonard  of  Burgh.  William  of  Saresbury  confirmed  a grant 
of  his  father  Symon  of  sixpence  a year  to  the  Hospital.  No 
dates  are  given.  And  Patrick  takes  this  to  be  identical  with 
the  Hospitale  Leprosorum  which  is  mentioned  in  an  early 
taxation,  (whether  he  means  that  made  in  1269  or  that  of  1296 
is  not  quite  clear,  as  both  are  referred  to  just  before,)  where  it 
is  taxed  at  £6.  He  also  identifies  this  with  the  Spital : “ There 
is  a Well  near  the  Spittle,  which  is  called  St.  Leonard's  Well, 
whose  water  hath  been  thought  Medicinal.” 

Gunton  has  given  the  result  of  Abbot  Woodford’s  inquisition, 
though  he  does  not  say  where  he  found  this.  It  is  in  that 
Abbot’s  Eegister,  now  in  the  British  Museum  (Cottonian 
MSS.,  Vespasian,  E.  xxii)  ; and  there  it  is  called  the  Lepers’ 
Hospital.  It  is  here  given  as  in  the  original,  the  contractions 
being  expanded.  The  date  is  the  4th  year  of  Woodford’s 
abbacy,  A.D.  1299. 

De  hospital!  leprosorum  Hoc  anno  fecit  Abbas  Willelmus  inquirere  de 
rebus  assists  quas  infirmi  hospitalis  Sancti  Leonardi  capiunt  de  Abbatie 
per  annum.  Eb  compertum  est  per  inquisiconem  ut  sequitur:  Infirmi  de 
hospitali  Sancti  Leonardi  capiunt  de  Abbatie  per  annum  quadraginta  ulnas 
panni  de  panno  elemosine  sicut  prebendarii.  Item  ad  festum  Sancti 
Martini  j petram  uncti  et  j petram  sepi.  Item  iij  bacones,  videlicet,  j ad 
festum  Natalis  Domini,  et  j ad  caput  quadragesime,  et  j ad  pascha  de 
carnibus  supersanatis.  Item  totum  exitus  (?)  porcorum  supersanatorum. 
Item  iiij  tunatas  cerevisie,  videlicet,  j tunatam  ad  Natale  Domini,  et  aliam 
ad  caput  quadragesime,  et  tertiam  ad  pascha,  et  quartam  ad  festum 
apostolorum  Petri  et  Pauli  de  Celario  Abbatis.  Item  quolibet  mense  j 
eskeppam  salts  cujus  summa  per  annum  est  j quartarium  v eskeppe.  Item 
serviens  dictorum  infirmorum  comedet  cum  familia  Abbatis  quater  per 
annum,  videlicet,  ad  Natale  Domini,  et  ad  pascha,  et  ad  festum  Sancti 
Petri,  et  ad  festum  Omnium  Sanctorum.  [In  the  margin]  lidem  capiunt 
ij  multones  ad  festum  apostolorum  Petri  et  Pauli  vel  pretium  in  argento 
xl^.  videlicet  pro  bidente  xx4 


King  John’s  Treasuee  in  the  Wash. 


147 


[Translation.] 

Of  the  Lepers’  Hospital. 

In  this  year  [1299]  Abbot  William  made  enquiry  concerning 
the  measure  of  the  allowances  which  the  infirm  of  the  Hospital 
of  S.  Leonard  receive  yearly  from  the  Abbey.  And  by  inqui- 
sition it  was  ascertained  as  follows  : the  infirm  of  the  Hospital 
of  S.  Leonard  receive  yearly  from  the  Abbey  forty  ells  of  cloth 
of  almonry  cloth*  in  the  same  way  as  the  prebendaries.  Also 
at  the  feast  of  S.  Martin  one  stone  of  ointment,  and  one  stone 
of  tallow.  Also  the  cured  carcases  of  three  pigs,  one  at 
Christmas,  one  at  the  beginning  of  Lent,  and  one  at  Easter. 
Also  all  the  inner  parts  of  the  cured  pigs.  Also  from  the 
Abbot’s  cellar  four  tuns  of  beer,  one  at  Christmas,  the  second 
at  the  beginning  of  Lent,  the  third  at  Easter,  and  the  fourth  at 
the  feast  of  the  Apostles  Peter  and  Paul.  Also  every  month 
one  skep  of  salt,  the  total  amounting  to  one  quarter  and  five 
skeps  in  the  year.  Also  the  servants  of  the  said  infirm  shall 
dine  with  the  household  of  the  Abbot  four  times  in  the  year, 
namely,  at  Christmas,  at  Easter,  at  the  feast  of  S.  Peter,  and 
at  the  feast  of  All  Saints.  They  also  receive  at  the  feast  of 
SS.  Peter  and  Paul  two  sheep,  or  their  value  in  money,  40d. , 
that  is,  20d.  for  each  sheep.  L.G. 

1297.— King  John’s  Treasure  in  the  Wash  (1288).— 

No  attempt  that  I am  aware  of  has  ever  been  made  to  recover 
any  part  of  King  John’s  treasures  said  to  have  been  lost  in  the 
Wash  ; but  the  other  day  I came  across  the  enclosed  cutting 
which  may  throw  some  light  on  the  subject. 

Gedney  Drove  End  is  about  six  miles  north  of  Sutton  Bridge, 
three  miles  beyond  the  Lighthouses.  In  the  records  of  the 
North  Level  for  Nene  Outfall  Works  when  the  present  channel 
was  made,  we  hear  nothing  of  discoveries  in  connection  with 
the  lost  treasure.  S.  Egar, 
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From  The  Daily  Express,  23  April,  1906  : — 

ANCIENT  LOVING-CUP  FOUND  IN  THE  WASH. 

Speculation  as  to  the  possible  recovery  of  lost  treasure  will  be  revived 
by  the  discovery  that  a fragment  believed  to  be  part  of  the  hoard^lost  by 
King  John  nearly  700  years  ago  has  been  found. 

The  King  lost  the  ancient  regalia  of  England,  many  Norman  jewels, 
the  crown  of  King  Alfred,  and  other  valuables  in  his  disastrous  journey 
from  King’s  Lynn  across  the  Wash.  Late  in  1906  a Wisbech  publican,  who 
was  digging  for  clams  at  Gedney  Drove  End,  on  the  border  of  the  Wash, 
found  a mud-encrusted  cup  about  eight  inches  high. 

It  appeared  to  be  valueless,  but  he  took  it  home.  Last  week  a builder, 
who  was  doing  repairs  in  the  publican’s  house,  noticed  the  old  cup  and 
bought  it  for  a shilling.  Next  day  he  cleaned  the  cup  and  saw  that  it  was 
handsomely  chased  and  that  it  appeared  to  be  of  silver. 

He  showed  it  to  a jeweller,  who  offered  to  buy  it  as  old  silver,  but  the 
offer  was  refused  and  the  cup  is  now  locked  up  pending  an  appraisal  of  its 
value. 

It  has  two  handles  and  is  plainly  dated  1162.  The  weight  of  the  cup 
is  2|^lbs.,  and  it  will  hold  one  pint  of  liquid. 

The  “ Express  ” recently  quoted  the  opinion  of  Mr.  W.  St.  John  Hope, 
the  antiquarian,  that  King  John’s  lost  treasure  could  be  recovered.  He 
recommended  sinking  shafts  at  certain  points  on  the  line  of  the  King’s 
march. 


1298.— Leverington  Church. — About  18  months  ago  the 
North  arcading  of  the  Nave,  which  was  leaning  towards  the 
South,  was  supported  by  carved  oak  beams  abutting  on  the 
South  arcade,  which  is  perfectly  sound,  having  been  re-built 
about  60  years  ago. 

In  fixing  these  beams  it  was  necessary  to  cut  away  portions 
of  the  engaged  shafts  which  run  from  each  principal  to  the 
corresponding  pillar.  It  was  then  seen  that  the  14th  Century 
builders  had  made  use  of  the  materials  of  an  earlier  Church, 
for  the  portions  which  had  been  cut  away  when  placed  together 
evidently  formed  part  of  a Norman  pier.  These  are  now 
preserved  in  the  Parvise,  where  they  can  be  seen  on  application 
to  the  Eector.  Conclusive  evidence  is  thus  afforded  of  the 
existence  of  a Norman  Church,  and  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  it  was  on  the  site  of  the  existing  one. 

C.  B.  Dkake. 
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1299. — Old  Fen  Land.— In  a description  of  improvements 
in  the  Fen  country  which  is  quoted  in  a newspaper  of  nearly 
forty  years  ago,  from  Mr.  Gilbert  Murray’s  prize  essay  “On 
the  Farming  of  Huntingdonshire,”  there  occurs  a good  account 
of  the  drainage  of  Whittlesey  Mere.  In  it  is  this  passage  : — 
“Nothing  is  more  striking  than  the  contrast  between  the 
appearance  of  the  reclaimed  land  and  a small  tract  adjoining, 
which  Mr.  Wells  has  allowed  to  remain  in  its  original  state, 
in  order  to  show  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  improvements 
effected.” 

Where  precisely  is  this  “small  tract”  ? and  is  it  still  to  be 
seen  “in  its  original  state  ” ? and  where  can  the  whole  of  the 
prize  essay  be  found  ? It  is  mentioned  that  the  Mere  anciently 
comprised  1600  acres,  out  that  when  the  drainage  was  com- 
menced “the  ordinary  water-acreage  had  diminished  to  a little 
more  than  1000  acres.”  Ed. 

1 300. — Skirbeck  Church. — Mr.  George  Jebb  has  been 
contributing  to  the  Skirbeck  Parish  Magazine  a series  of  notes 
about  the  church : and  with  his  permission  a digest  of  them 
has  been  prepared  for  the  readers  of  F.  N.  <&  Q.  His  plan 
has  been  to  take  the  chief  landmarks  at  intervals  of  a hundred 
years,  from  the  year  907  to  the  present  time  ; and  so  mark  the 
various  changes  that  have  taken  place  for  the  last  thousand 
years. 

A.D.  907. — At  this  date  King  Alfred  had  been  dead  six 
years,  and  his  son  Edward  the  Elder  was  on  the  throne.  He 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  reign  in  repelling  the  tide  of  the 
heathen  Danish  invasion. 

If  any  Church  was  left  at  Skirbeck,  which  was  just  within  the  Danish 
boundary,  it  would  be  a very  poor  one,  probably  a mud  and  stud  porch, 
rudely  thatched  with  boughs  and  rushes,  and  open  on  one  side  except  for  a 
fence  or  chancel ; much  the  sort  of  building  that  a small  farmer  puts  up 
with  his  own  hands  as  a cart  hovel.  Under  this  shelter,  however,  would 
have  been  the  rude  wooden  altar  table,  and  here  the  priest,  vested  in  alb 
and  chasuble,  had  said  mass,  possibly  using  a chalice  of  wood,  while  his 
flock  stood  or  knelt  without  in  God’s  acre.  But  all  this  was  in  the  past : 
the  good  S.  Botulf  had  come  and  gone  four  or  five  generations  back ; it  was 
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even  thirty-six  years  since  his  little  Church  had  been  burnt  by  the  Danes, 
and  his  hallowed  bones  carried  away  to  safer  resting  places.  If  any  trace 
of  the  old  chancel  still  remained,  heathen  sacrifices  may  well  have  been 
offered  there,  rather  than  the  representation  of  the  one  true  Sacrifice. 

A.D.  1007. — The  Danes  were  now  again  in  the  ascendant : 
but  by  this  time  Saxons  and  Danes  were  intermarrying,  and 
many  of  the  Danes  were  Christians. 

Skirbeck  was  now  probably  a Christian  parish  with  a resident  rector, 
instituted  by  the  Bishop  of  Dorchester-on-Thames,  for  thither  the  Saxon 
bishops  of  Leicester  had  retreated,  and  when  the  Danes  submitted  to  the 
cross,  they  did  not  change  their  see  again.  There  would  probably  be 
another  Church  of  mud  and  stud,  rudely  thatched,  with  a nave  to  shelter 
the  people,  as  well  as  a chancel  to  shelter  the  altar,  and  while  the  people 
built  and  kept  up  the  nave,  the  rector  maintained  the  chancel  and  was 
supported  by  the  tithe.  This  Church  would  have  as  its  patron,  sweet  S. 
Nicolas,  who  loves  and  cares  for  sailors  and  fishermen,  and  prays  the  good 
God  to  keep  them  safe  from  storm  and  tempest  and  all  other  perils  of  land 
and  water.  There  would  be  hardly  any  furniture  ; the  chalice  may  now 
have  been  of  brass  or  some  other  metal,  and  there  may  have  been  a perma- 
nent font,  though  children  were  more  probably  baptized  in  any  bowl  that 
came  handy  ; there  would  be  some  lights  for  the  altar,  and  perhaps  a 
manuscript  on  parchment  of  the  service,  and  even  a desk  for  the  priest. 
Wretched,  dark,  cold  and  unfurnished  as  this  miserable  hovel  must  have 
been,  it  would  still  fulfil  the  ideal  of  being  the  best  house  in  the  parish, 
and  compare  favourably,  at  least  in  point  of  cleanliness,  with  the  still  more 
wretched  hovels  of  the  few  poor  ague-stricken  fishermen  and  shepherds 
who  dwelt  round  it.  The  rectory  house  was  probably  on  its  present  site, 
and  owing  to  the  big  barn  in  which  the  tithe  was  stored,  might  look  an 
imposing  structure.  The  Kector  was  probably  a married  man,  and  with  his 
family  as  labourers  would  be  able  to  farm  the  piece  of  glebe  round  the 
house,  and,  if  one  of  his  boys  was  not  so  boorish  as  the  others,  he  would 
make  him  learn  the  Latin  responses  by  rote,  so  that  he  might  serve  as 
clerk  ; and  perhaps  if  his  mother  was  a notable  woman  she  would  spare 
time  to  spin  flax  and  weave  linen,  and  make  him  a loose  surplice  to  wear 
over  his  rough  sheepskin  coat. 

A.D.  1107. — A great  change  had  taken  place.  The  parish 
had  been  given,  as  part  of  the  honour  of  Eichmond,  by  William 
the  Conqueror  to  his  friend  the  Earl  of  Britanny. 

S.  Botulfs  little  convent  had  become  a priory  of  S.  Mary’s  Abbey  at 
York,  and  the  Saxon  monks  had  had  a bad  time  under  a Norman  prior, 
and  were  all  dead  now.  Boston  had  been  made  into  a separate  parish  and 
they  had  built  a grand  stone  Church  there  (nearly  as  large  as  the  iron 
Church  now  in  Skirbeck  Quarter),  and  quite  a little  town  was  growing  up 
round  it.  There  may  have  been  two  hundred  people  in  it,  besides  a hundred 
in  what  was  left  of  Skirbeck  with  its  outlying  Quarter.  The  Earl  had  per- 
haps already  made  the  Squire  of  Moulton  his  bailiff,  and  a bitter  cruel 
squire  he  is  too.  He  and  his  fine  servants  talk  their  mincing  French,  and 
eat  up  the  beef  and  mutton,  while  poor  thralls,  whom  they  call  villeins, 
have  to  tend  the  oxen  and  sheep,  and  never  get  a bit  of  fresh  meat,  unless 
it  be  a little  bacon.  Pai'sou  is  a Frenchman  too,  and  wants  the  folk  to 
build  a stone  Church  like  S.  Botulfs,  or  the  grand  new  priory  Church  at 
Freiston,  and  that  is  cruel  hard  on  a poor  parish.  Already  squire  is  making 
them  go  and  fetch  stones  on  rafts  from  Barnack. 
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By  this  time  the  Bishop  had  moved  his  see  to  Lincoln  : and 
there  were  no  more  married  Eectors. 

A.D.  1207. — The  de  Multons  were  still  the  Squires : but 
about  1225  Sir  Thomas  married  a Cumberland  heiress,  Ada  de 
Morvil  (widow  of  de  Lacy),  and  left  Lincolnshire,  visiting  his 
estates  here  only  occasionally. 

Skirbeck  at  any  rate  saw  very  little  of  them  thenceforward,  for  this 
Sir  Thomas  handed  over  his  manor  house  to  the  Knights  of  St.  John  who 
protect  and  lodge  pilgrims  on  their  way  to  the  holy  sepulchre  at  Jerusalem, 
and  he  also  entrusted  to  them  the  care  of  the  hospital  of  St.  Leonard  on 
the  Skirth  bank.  They  soon  set  to  work  to  build  their  church  between 
Boston  and  Skirbeck.  Skirbeck  Church  had  perhaps  just  been  finished 
with  its  late  Norman  chancel,  and  beautiful  Early  English  nave  and  aisles 
(the  columns  between  which  are  surrounded  by  detached  shafts)  with  its 
round  windows  in  the  clerestory  and  lancets  in  the  aisles.  It  had  probably 
been  consecrated  by  the  most  saintly  bishop  who  ever  sat  on  the  throne  of 
Lincoln,  S.  Hugh  of  Grenoble. 

At  pp.  406-8  of  our  second  volume.  Art.  482,  is  given  an 
account  of  the  tame  swan  of  this  Bishop.  He  is  shewn  with 
his  swan  in  the  carved  work  of  the  new  throne  at  Peterborough 
Cathedral.  It  is  interesting  to  know  that  there  is  in  Skirbeck 
Church  also  a modern  representation  of  the  same  kind. 

Although  the  men  of  Skirbeck  were  poor,  yet  they  managed 
to  erect  a comely  Church,  no  doubt  built  mainly  ‘ ‘ by  gifts  of 
labour,  and  gifts  of  stone  and  timber.” 

The  result  was  something  to  be  proud  of,  for  Skirbeck  Church,  mutilated 
as  it  is,  is  still  instinct  with  a feeling  whose  expression  we  can  hardly  rival 
now.  It  expresses  the  aspirations  of  a nation  newly  born  to  freedom  and 
full  of  a love  towards  and  an  enthusiasm  for  Holy  Church  which  are  but 
seldom  kindled  in  these  times.  As  knowledge  grows,  and  men  work  more 
by  rule,  art  and  poetry  and  imagination  seem  to  wither  away  before  the 
cold  though  accurate  light  of  experience. 

In  the  tenth  year  of  this  centennial  period,  A.D.  1217,  King 
John, 

deserted  alike  by  his  own  subjects,  by  the  Pope,  and  by  his  hired 
foreign  soldiers,  passed  from  Lynn  through  Holbeach  and  Fosdyke,  where 
he  lost  his  treasure  in  the  tide,  to  *Swineshead  Abbey,  where  his  drunken 
debauch  brought  on  his  last  illness.  The  overfiowing  scourge  came  very 
near  to  Skirbeck,  but  did  not  actually  fall  on  it. 

A.D.  1307.— 

A hundred  years  later,  Edward  I.,  though  an  old  man  now,  is  still  King, 
and  the  patron  is  Sir  Thomas  de  Multon,  who  has  been  created  Baron 

This  is  the  story  that  local  patriotism  makes  the  writer,  from  whom  we  are 
quoting,  tell ; but  we  are  now  taught  that  Swinstead,  not  Swineshead  Abbey,  was  the 
scene  of  King  John’s  seizure. 
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Multon,  of  Egremont,  in  Cumberland.  He  is  the  great  grandson  of  the  Sir 
Thomas  de  Multon  of  a hundred  years  back.  The  parson  is  Master  Law- 
rence of  Nafferton,  but  the  next  presentation  has  already  been  promised  by 
the  patron  to  a cadet  of  his  own  house,  young  John,  one  of  the  Multons 
of  Frampton,  who  is  to  take  holy  orders.  In  spite  of  a depth  of  poverty 
that  would  be  terrible  to  us  now,  the  neighbourhood  is  on  a rising  wave  of 
prosperity,  though  the  good  things  of  this  world  have  not  yet  made  people 
forget  the  world  to  come.  The  Friars  have  roused  the  careless  : they  have 
three  houses  in  Boston — Shodfriars,  Greyfriars,  and  Whitefriars,  and  there 
is  talk  of  founding  a house  for  Austin  Friars  near  S.  John’s.  The  town  is 
a large  one  with  about  3,000  inhabitants,  and  does  a big  trade,  exporting 
wool,  and  importing  all  sorts  of  manufactured  articles  of  luxury.  Its  people 
are  no  longer  satisfied  with  their  Church,  though  it  is  only  two  hundred 
years  old,  and  it  certainly  is  smaller  than  Skirbeck  Church.  Eector  Trues- 
dale  has  got  plans  for  building  a grand  new  Church  to  hold  the  huge 
congregations  which  come  together  when  one  of  the  more  eloquent  Friars 
is  preaching,  but  the  Skirbeck  people  won’t  let  Boston  beat  them  altogether : 
they  are  glazing  the  windows  of  their  Church  now,  and  have  a gilt  chalice, 
and  a carpet  for  the  altar,  and  a bell  hangs  in  the  bell  cote.  But  perhaps 
we  are  more  excited  over  our  quarrels  than  anything  else,  for  there  has 
been  a dreadful  business  in  the  parish.  Walter  de  Champeneys  hit  a clerk 
named  Simon  on  the  cheek,  and  the  neighbours  all  took  sides,  and  it  ended 
in  Stephen  Dyn  (a  terrible  rowdy  fellow  was  Dyn)  hitting  Simon  on  the 
head  with  a club,  and  about  a month  afterwards  poor  Simon  died.  The 
case  is  on  at  the  assizes  now,  and  it  will  cost  the  parish  a lot  of  money,  for 
costs  and  compensation  have  to  come  out  of  the  rates,  so  that  we  hardly 
dare  squabble  out  loud  about  it,  though  it  is  what  we  are  all  thinking  about. 
A hundred  years  ago  there  would  not  have  been  such  a noise  about  it, 
unless  indeed  the  clerk  had  been  a Norman. 

A.D.  1407. — We  have  now  a Lincolnshire  man  for  our  King, 
Henry  IV.,  horn  at  Bolingbroke,  grandson  of  Edward  III., 
son  of  “John  of  Gaunt,  time-honour’d  Lancaster,”  and  as  such 
Earl  of  Eichmond,  and  owner  of  property  in  both  Boston  and 
Skirbeck. 

The  de  Multons  are  extinct,  but  the  Lord  Fitzwalter  repre- 
sents one  of  their  co-heiresses,  and  has  just  presented  a 
foreigner,  Thomas  de  Caruika,  to  the  Eectory. 

The  people  have  added  two  porches  to  the  Church,  and  have  filled  all 
the  windows  with  stained  glass,  the  roof  and  the  walls  blaze  with  colour, 
speaking  not  merely  to  the  eye,  but  also  to  the  mind  and  heart.  The  Host 
is  reserved  in  a beautiful  pyx  in  the  shape  of  the  Holy  Dove,  made  of  silver 
and  pearls,  and  hangs  over  the  richly- vested  high  altar.  At  the  ends  of 
the  aisles  are  smaller  altars  with  chapels  screened  off  for  them,  and  there 
are  chantry  priests  endowed  with  about  £6  a year  each  to  serve  them. 
Perhaps  one  of  these  priests  is  a schoolmaster,  though  a school  is  hardly 
wantefl  in  Skirbeck,  for  a clever  boy  can  get  leave  to  go  to  the  Grammar 
School  set  up  by  the  Boston  gilds  two  or  three  generations  back.  It  is 

held  in  the  school  house  in  Withamgate  (now  Wormgate.) 

Skirbeck  Church,  though  still  lacking  its  tower,  would  look  almost  more 
important  than  it  does  now,  for  it  was  further  from  the  bank,  and  had  no 
trees,  and  only  very  poor  houses  round  it.  The  new  rectory  house  too 
would  be  a noticeable  object : it  is  built  of  stone  and  has  a vaulted 
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basement,  rising  in  a very  unusual  form  like  a tower,  with  a lot  of 
subsidiary  buildings  round  it.  Usually  a rectory  house  consisted  of 
a hall  or  living  room,  with  one  or  two  chambers  for  the  parson  and 
his  assistant  priests  (if  any).  The  kitchen  with  the  cellars,  larders, 
and  other  store  rooms,  and  the  housekeeper’s  chamber,  would  be  a detached 
group  of  buildings,  and  there  might  be  a separate  guest  house,  and  would 
certainly  be  plenty  of  stabling  and  a big  barn  to  keep  the  offerings  of  tithe, 
besides  the  usual  farm  buildings  ; for  the  rector  is  a well-to-do  man,  though 
of  course  he  cannot  vie  with  Master  Strensall,  the  wealthy  rector  of  Boston  ; 
still  he  lives  in  much  greater  luxury  than  his  predecessor  of  a hundred 
years  back ; he  has  a permanent  table  standing  in  his  hall  instead  of  merely 
boards  on  trestles,  and  fresh  rushes  are  strewed  twice  a week  on  the  stone 
floor. 


1 301  .—Fen  Crops. — Root  crops,  to  suck  up  all  the  secret 
virtue  of  the  soil,  are  the  pride  of  the  fen-farmers.  Their  huge 
mangolds,  hov^ever,  are  not  good  solid  bulbs.  They  are  full 
of  cavities,  and,  like  the  peat  v^herein  they  grow,  watery. 
Amazing  crops  of  coleseed  may  be  seen  four  feet  high, 
unrivalled  for  feeding  sheep,  the  envy  of  the  upland  farmer, 
who,  with  rich  manures,  fails  to  get  a crop  12  inches  high. 
Potatoes  were  grown  before  1790  for  home  consumption  : a 
grand  crop  where  drainage  can  be  well  regulated.  The  bulbs 
which  flourish  in  moisture,  rot  in  stagnant  water.  The 
demands  of  London  for  this  vegetable,  and  the  facilities 
afforded  by  railways  for  marketing,  have  changed  the  aspect 
of  the  Fens.  As  early  as  1664  this  root  was  heralded  as 
“ England’s  Happiness. ” “A  sure  and  easy  remedy  against 
all  succeeding  dear  years,  by  the  plantation  of  the  roots  called 
potatoes,  whereof,  with  the  addition  of  wheaten  flour,  excellent, 
good  and  wholesome  bread  may  be  made  every  year,  eight  or 
nine  months  together,  for  half  the  charge  as  formerly.”^ 

On  peat  the  potato  ousts  wheat,  which  cannot  flourish  with 
latent  mineral  ingredients  of  2 ’9.  On  the  narrow  girdle, 
called  skirtland,  which  surrounds  the  Fenland,  with  a mixture 
of  upland  soil  and  peat,  wheat  grows  well,  but  it  has  a coarse 
thick  skin,  so  runs  to  bran  in  the  mill.  Oats  do  well  in  a wet 
season.  With  an  eye  to  the  profits  of  the  farmer,  the 
pedestrian  wonders  what  his  income  is : the  cattle  are  few. 


By  John  Forester,  of  Hanslope.  1664.  4to. 
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and  sheep  rarely  flourish  on  a vegetable  soil ; the  lambs  suffer 
from  rickets,  and  the  “yeos”  from  shoulder  weakness.  The 
grass  contains  too  much  coltsfoot  for  them,  and  too  much 
ground  ivy  for  horses.  The  pastures,  too,  have  a moth-eaten 
look,  as  if  a pestilence  infected  the  land  ; but  there  is  little 
of  it.  Grass  does  not  root  deep  enough  to  resist  the  snatch- 
ing bite  of  cattle,  and  so  pasture  is  apt  to  be  torn  to  pieces. 

The  profits  of  the  farmer  are  not  pocketed  by  their 
landlords. 

The  Thorney  estate,  of  17,600  acres  or  thereabouts,  one 
would  think,  might  yield  an  income  for  a duke.  The  Duke 
of  Bedford,  in  his  account  of  “A  Great  Agricultural  Estate,” 
says  that  he  has  inherited  a burdensome  charge.^ 

In  the  period,  1816 — 96,  the  taxation  of  Thorney  has  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  £614,714,  and,  in  addition,  the  Dukes  of  Bedford  have  expended 
£983,640  on  soil  which  was  reclaimed  by  an  ancestor  from  the  inroads  of 
the  sea  at  the  cost  of  £100,000,  The  taxation  paid  for  eighty  years  has 
amounted  to  nine-tenths  of  the  net  income,  and,  in  1896,  £8,668  was  paid 
in  general  taxation,  leaving  a net  deficit  of  £440  on  the  year’s  working. 

And  again : — 

The  average  net  income  for  the  past  twenty  years,  without  taking  the 
death  duties  into  account,  is  only  equal  to  2i  per  cent,  interest  on  the 
capital  outlay  on  new  works. 

The  Bussells,  who  have  made  the  land,  would,  if  they  were 
of  commercial  sagacity,  abandon  the  estate  in  despair.  The 
Duke  has  no  mansion  there,  no  park,  nor  game  preserves. 
There  is  no  crime  : nor  are  there  any  paupers  among  a healthy 
people.  The  income  tax  is  assessed  on  about  £400.  If 
pensions  paid  to  aged  workmen  were  allowed  as  deductions, 
that  small  margin  of  profit  would  be  swallowed  up.  The 
outlook  is  not  cheering.  On  the  demise  of  the  Duke,  the 
death  duties  on  the  estate,  which  yields  no  income  to  the 
owner,  will  be  at  least  £20,000. 

Flax  is  an  old  fen  favourite  ; and  the  nostril  is  never  greeted 
with  a more  pungent  odour  than  at  its  harvesting. 

* A great  agricultural  estate.  The  story  of  the  origin  and  administration  of 
Woburn  and  Thorney.  1897,  By  Arthur  Herbrand  Russell,  Duke  of  Bedford. 
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Vancouver,  in  his  report  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  in 
1794,  describes  the  fen  course  of  farming. 

Pareing  and  burning  the  soil  is  still  practised  as  part  of  the 
fen  rotation  ; then  coleseed  is  sown  and  fed  off  by  sheep, 
followed  with  oats.  Then  the  land  is  laid  down  with  rye 
grass  or  hay  seeds  for  six  years. 

Ploughs  with  a team  three  abreast,  trotting  all  round  the 
field,  can  be  used  without  a driver,  and  with  no  balk. 

The  farm  hands,  in  the  summer,  earn  about  Is.  lOd.  a day, 
so  they  said  about  five  and  twenty  years  ago,  when  the  con- 
tributor of  this  note  tramped  across  the  Penland  from  Ely  to 
Peterborough.  L.  G. 

1 302— Peterborough  National  School. — The  following 
broadside  is  undated,  but  it  probably  belongs  to  early  years  of 
the  last  century. 

EULES  AND  EEGULATIONS 
of  the 

National  School 

OF  PETERBOROUGH. 


A Copy  of  these  is  to  be  given  to  the  Parents  or  Friends 
of  the  Children  applying  for  admission. 


The  School  hours  are,  from  Lady-day  to  Michaelmas,  from 
9 o’clock  to  12  in  the  morning  ; and  from  2 to  5 in  the 
afternoon : from  Michaelmas  to  Lady-day,  from  9 to  12  in 
the  morning  : and  from  2 to  4 in  the  afternoon. — On  Sundays 
at  10  in  the  morning,  and  at  half -past  2 in  the  afternoon,  to 
proceed  to  Church. — Punctual  attendance  at  these  hours  is 
indispensably  necessary. 

One  Penny  is  to  be  brought  to  the  School  by  each  Child 
every  Monday  morning  for  the  week  ensuing,  and  given  to 
the  Master  or  Mistress. 
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Parents  are  required  to  send  their  Children  clean  washed 
and  com'bed  ; with  their  hair  cut  and  their  clothes  mended. 

Absence  from  School,  except  from  illness,  will  not  on  any 
account  be  permitted  ; unless  leave  has  been  first  obtained 
from  the  Master  or  Mistress,  which  however  will  not  be 
granted,  except  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons. 

In  case  of  illness,  immediate  notice  must  be  sent  to  the 
Master  or  Mistress. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  Children  should  rather  be  encouraged 
by  rewards  to  do  well,  than  deterred  by  punishment  from 
doing  ill  ; light  offences  will  be  lightly  punished  ; but  swear- 
ing, lying,  and  stealing,  and  every  other  act  of  impiety  or 
immorality  will  be  visited  with  exemplary  punishment. 

Every  harsh  and  angry  word  from  the  Monitors  and 
Teachers  to  their  classes,  as  well  as  among  the  Children  in 
the  classes,  is  forbidden. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  Committee  that  on  returning  from  the 
School,  the  Children  proceed  immediately  to  their  respective 
homes. 

Interference  on  the  part  of  the  Parents  with  the  Master  or 
Mistress,  will  not  be  allowed. — If  any  Parents  imagine  that 
they  have  cause  for  complaint,  upon  a statement  thereof  to 
the  acting  Committee,  it  will  be  enquired  into  immediately, 
and  if  deemed  to  be  just,  will  be  remedied. 


Parents  are  earnestly  desired,  not  only  for  the  sake  of 
keeping  their  Children  at  the  School  (from  which  a contrary 
conduct  will  exclude  them)  but  also  on  account  of  their  future 
welfare,  not  to  allow  them  to  be  absent  from  home  after  the 
close  of  the  day,  and  carefully  to  restrain  them  from  the  use 
of  bad  language.  More  especially  are  they  warned  to  keep 
their  Children  from  idle  company  on  the  Sabbath-day,  which 
is  frequently  the  origin  and  cause  of  the  worst  crimes. 


Gild  of  Corpus  Christi  at  Boston. 
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And,  as  example  has  a much  more  powerful  influence  than 
precept,  Parents  are  reminded  of  what  importance  it  is,  that 
they  should  themselves  regularly  fulfil  the  several  duties  of 
Christianity,  so  that  their  own  conduct  may  be  such  as  their 
Children  may  safely  imitate. 

JACOB,  PBINTEB,  PETEBBOBOUGH. 


1 303— Gild  of  Corpus  Christi  at  Boston. — In  Thompson’s 
Boston  is  an  account  of  this  gild,  with  copious  extracts  from 
the  register  and  a list  of  members.  This  register  is  now 
among  the  Harleian  manuscripts  in  the  British  Museum, 
unless  (which  seems  unlikely)  there  was  a duplicate.  This 
manuscript  (Harl.  4795)  is  singularly  beautiful  and  perfect. 
The  writing  throughout  is  very  excellent,  and  many  initials 
are  gilt.  In  the  large  A at  the  beginning  of  the  passage 
given  below  is  a richly  gilt  chalice,  and  the  coloured  ornamen- 
tation extends  round  three  sides  of  the  page. 

This  venerable  gild  was  founded  by  Gilbert  Alilaunde  in 
1335.  It  became  a fashionable  thing  to  belong  to  it.  We 
find,  for  instance,  among  its  members,  the  names  of  King 
Edward  III. ; Queen  Philippa ; Edward,  the  Black  Prince ; 
Blanche,  Duchess  of  Lancaster ; John,  Duke  of  Lancaster ; 
more  than  one  Bishop  of  Lincoln  ; and  a great  number  of 
nobles,  knights,  and  ecclesiastical  dignitaries.  King  Edward 
III.  was  to  a certain  extent  a second  founder  ; he  is  called 
when  his  name  is  put  in  the  list  of  brethren  ‘ ‘ Prater  et  erector 
istius  Fraternitatis  ” ; for  in  1349  Gilbert  de  Alilaunde  and  the 
other  members  had  petitioned  the  King  to  found  the  gild  anew, 
to  which  petition  he  acceded,  as  appears  by  his  letters  patent 
dated  at  Clarendon  in  July  of  that  year.  The  list  of  original 
members  contains  thirty  names. 

Thompson  gives  a translation,  somewhat  free,  of  the  original 
institution  of  the  gild,  which  is  here  given  in  the  Latin. 

Ad  honorem  transubstanciaconis  corporis  Christi  et  ad  perpetuam 
memoriam  Fratrum  et  sororum  Fraternitatis  sive  Glide  ejusdem  corporis 
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Christi  in  villa  de  sancto  Botulpho  per  Gilbertum  Alylaunde  de  eadem 
mercatorem  fundate  iste  liber  ordinatur  per  Aldermannmn  et  confratres 
ejusdem  Fraternitatis  vocatus  Kegistrum  Glide  give  Fraternitatis  corporis 
Christi  de  Boston  in  quo  quidem  Eegistro  sunt  Primo  scripta  omnia 
nomina  Fratrum  et  Sororum  ejusdem  Glide  de  tempore  prime  fundaconis 
existentis  et  omnia  nomina  Fratrum  et  Sororum  de  cetero  per  Alderman- 
num  et  confratres  admittendorum  videlicet  qui  solverunt  debita  Gilde  in 
isto  libro  vitale  memorie  debent  per  eosdem  annis  singlis  registrari  non 
secundum  ordinem  dignitatis  personarum  sed  secundum  receptionem  suam 
in  dictam  fraternitatem.  Sequitur  eciam  in  eodem  Registro  unum  Kalen- 
dare  cum  spacio  super  quemlibet  mensem  ad  registrandum  ibidem  nomina 
Fratrum  et  Sororum  dicte  Gilde  defunctorum  et  specialiter  nomina  Fratrum 
et  Sororum  seu  Benefactorum  gilde  qui  dederunt  seu  dare  voluerint  aliquod 
memoriale  gilde  ....  quorum  obitus  Aldermannus  et  confratres  ejusdem 
gilde  annuatim  observare  debent  Et  ultimo  in  dicto  Registro  est  Regula 
omnium  obituum  per  Aldermannum  et  confratres  singlis  annis  imperpetuum 
tenendum  et  celebrandum  videlicet  quantum  et  sub  qua  forma  Aldermannus 
et  confratres  per  diversas  indenturas  in  thesauro  Gilde  remanentes  debent 
dare  presbyteris  et  clericis  seu  errogare  pauperibus  annuatim. 

At  the  conclusion  are  these  rhyming  lines  : — 

Confrates  isti  gilde  de  corpore  cristi. 

Vivant  cum  cristo  celo  . mundo  simul  isto. 

Ed. 

1304.— The  Marshal  of  the  Admiralty  at  Lynn. — 

This  ofiQcer  seems  to  have  fallen  upon  troublous  times  about 
three  hundred  years  ago,  judging  from  a document  given  in 
the  Lansdowne  Collection,  Vol.  84.  There  is  no  date  to  the 
paper  ; but  this  could  be  easily  ascertained  from  any  history 
of  Lynn  that  gives  a list  of  the  Mayors.  The  endorsement 
is: — “The  humble  petition  of  Silvester  Towars  againste 
Lyn  men.” 

The  Complaint  of  Silvester  Towars  Marshall  of  Thadmiraltye  in  the 
Towne  of  Kings  Lynne  in  the  Countye  of  Norff,  againste  the 
Maior  of  the  same  Towne. 

In  most  humble  manner  sheweth  and  Compleyneth  unto  your  good 
Lordshipp  your  poore  Officer  and  dayly  Orator  Silvester  Towars  that 
Thomas  Boston  the  now  Maior  of  Kings  Lynne  aforsaid  gave  me  and  my 
partiner  chardge  that  we  shoulde  serve  noe  more  Admiral  Warrants  in  the 
sayd  Towne  nor  w%in  the  libertye  of  the  same  if  we  did  he  woulde 
commit  us. 

And  further  the  said  Maior  said  in  his  open  Court  that  your  Lordshipps 
Court  was  a Courte  of  noe  recorde  w^h  wordes  to  be  soe  spoken  by  the 
said  Thomas  Boston  is  presented  and  found  by  a sufficient  Jurye  upon 
inquisition  in  your  Lordshipps  Admirall  Court  holden  at  Lynne  aforsaid 
and  that  Thomas  Oxeborough  Towne  Clarke  saye  Likewise  in  open  Court 
that  the  Admirall  Warrants  were  Counterfett  Warrants. 

Alsoe  there  was  taken  up  in  the  haven  there  eight  or  nine  Ankers  w‘=h 
as  sone  as  they  came  to  Lande  I seased  upon  them  to  your  Lordshipps  use 
and  they  take  them  away  perforce  from  me,  and  the  men  who  found  them 
and  sould  them  away  presently. 
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Alsoe  I did  arrest  Laurence  Collinns  by  the  bodye  at  Thomas  Joynea 
suit  your  Lordshipps  authoritye  for  a Civill  and  marine  cause  and 
they  gave  him  counsell  to  arrest  me  in  action  of  forty  poundes,  and  they 
have  given  him  in  dammadg  in  their  Courte  fortye  Shillinges  w^h  I have 
paide  already. 

Alsoe  I did  arrest  a boate  at  Robert  Phillipps  suite  and  they  gave 
then  the  same  Counsell  to  arrest  me  and  have  taken  away  the  bote  from 
me  by  a Replevin  out  of  their  Towne  Court. 

And  further  they  thretten  all  men  who  bring  any  matter  into  your 
Lordshipps  Courte  to  fine  them  upon  the  Statute  for  infringing  their 
libertye  and  soe  make  them  afraye  that  they  dare  not  bringe  any  cause 
into  ThAdmirall  Court  there. 

Moreover  when  their  Sessions  came  they  would  have  bound  me  over 
to  my  good  behaviour,  and  therupon  they  committed  me  & I lay  in  prison 
there  a moneth  to  my  great  chardge  and  utter  undoeinge  and  when  your 
Lordshipps  Letter  came  for  my  release  they  would  not  release  me  but  I 
lay  there  eight  and  forty  howres  after  thinking  they  would  have  released 
me  but  they  did  not  until  I was  constreyned  to  put  in  bale. 

1305— WolYes  in  the  Fens. — Is  there  any  record  of  the 
last  wolves  killed  in  the  Fens  and  the  surrounding  uplands  ? 
Doubtless  they  were  killed  off  with  comparative  ease,  and 
therefore  at  an  early  date,  in  those  parts  of  the  Fenland  that 
were  already  cultivated  in  the  Middle  Ages,  and  where  they 
would  find  little  or  no  cover.  But,  I imagine,  so  long  as 
wolves  roamed  the  woods  and  wastes  on  the  borders  of  the 
Fenland,  they  would  occasionally  visit  the  low-lying  tracts  in 
search  of  food.  And,  as  is  the  case  in  certain  parts  of  Central 
Europe  to  this  day,  a severe  winter  would  bring  them  out  of 
the  forest  in  all  their  strength,  sometimes  to  the  very  doors  of 
the  dwellers  in  the  little  townships. 

Are  there  any  instances  recorded  of  wolves  attacking  men  in 
the  Fens  ? 

Felixstowe.  Walter  Dexter. 

1306.— Old  Stone  near  Wyberton. — There  has  recently 
been  exposed  in  a garden  by  the  side  of  the  main  road  from 
Boston  to  Spalding,  at  the  corner  of  the  highway  leading  to 
the  Church  in  the  parish  of  Wyberton,  a large  stone,  circular 
in  shape,  measuring  feet  in  length,  21  inches  in  diameter 
at  the  top,  and  17  inches  in  the  middle.  On  the  top  is  a cross 
rudely  carved,  and  there  are  four  small  circular  marks.  The 
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stone  resembles  those  sometimes  used  in  former  days  for 
mooring  vessels  in  harbours.  There  are,  however,  none  of  a 
similar  character  in  Boston  harbour.  This  stone  is  an  artificial 
production,  and  must  have  been  placed  where  it  is  for  some 
special  purpose. 

Enquiry  from  the  “oldest  inhabitant”  as  to  the  origin  of 
this  stone  has  only  elicited  the  fact  that  the  garden  was  at  one 
time  enclosed  from  the  road,  and  the  surface  raised,  burying 
the  top  of  the  stone,  and  that  it  stood  behind  the  Parish 
Stocks  which  were  located  at  this  corner.  I cannot  ascertain 
that  there  is  any  division  of  property  at  this  place  that  would 
require  a boundary  marking,  and  its  position  is  not  such  as  to 
render  it  useful  as  a milestone. 

Can  any  of  your  readers  throw  any  light  on  the  purpose 
which  such  a stone  would  serve,  and  whether  any  stones  of  a 
similar  character  exist  in  the  Fenland  ? 

Boston.  W.  H.  Wheeler. 

1307.— Quaint  Inscription  at  Thorney.— In  Add.  MSS. 
5805,  fo.  126,  among  inscriptions  in  Thorney  Churchyard 
Cole  says : — 

“On  a black  marble  Head  Stone  at  a little  Distance  from 
the  East  End  of  the  Church,  and  close  to  the  Walk  from  the 
Parsonage  House  through  the  Church  Yard,  is  this  awkward 
Inscription : 

In  Memory  of  William  Livard,  alias  Count,  who  depar- 
ted this  Life  July  25  1733  aged  37. 

Here  lies  the  unaccountable  Count, 
who  died  in  his  Prime  ; 

Drunk,  most  of  his  Time ; 

So  rest  [un]  accountable  Count.” 

The  present  Vicar  of  Thorney  Abbey,  the  Eev.  W.  Symons, 
tells  me  that  this  headstone  is  still  standing,  and  that  the  name, 
&c.,  are  practically  the  same  as  given  by  Cole.  But  the  verse 
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at  the  foot,  though  shewing  some  signs  of  lettering,  “has 
apparently  been  cleaned  so  often  that  it  is  unreadable.”  The 
inscription  is  given  in  the  Eev.  R.  H.  Warner’s  History  of 
Thorney  Abbey,  1879  ; but  he  reads  the  date  of  death  July  29, 
and  omits  the  word  So  in  the  last  line.  He  adds  also  a 
charitable  alternative  to  the  last  line  but  one:— -“There  is  a 
various  reading  less  damaging  to  the  fame  of  the  Count,  viz., 

‘ Lived  most  of  his  time.  ’ I tried  in  vain  to  ascertain  from 
the  stone  itself  which  is  the  correct  reading.” 

As  Cole  copied  the  inscription  not  many  years  after  the  stone 
was  erected,  he  is  hardly  likely  to  have  made  such  an  error  as 
to  substitute  “drunk”  for  “lived”;  though  it  is  difficult  to 
account  for  his  omission  of  the  first  syllable  in  “unaccountable,” 
which  must  certainly  be  the  correct  version. 

Mr.  Symons  also  kindly  supplies  this  entry  from  the  Burial 
Register  for  1733  : — “Gulielmus  Livard  (Coelebs)  sepultus 
est  July  31.” 

The  position  of  the  stone  in  the  graveyard  has  been  altered 
more  than  once.  Twenty  years  ago  it  was  not  where  Cole 
places  it.  It  is  now  placed  against  the  west  boundary  wall  of 
the  Abbey  churchyard,  about  nine  yards  from  the  south-west 
corner.  Cole’s  date,  July  25,  is  simply  a mistake  for  July  29. 
He  is  wrong,  too,  in  calling  the  material  black  marble : it  is 
ordinary  Oolithic  limestone,  such  as  is  still  commonly  used 
for  gravestones  in  the  churchyard. 

1 308.— King  John  in  the  Wash  (1288). — The  place  where 
King  John  was  overtaken  by  the  tide  is  given  very  precisely  in 
Mr.  Pollard’s  note,  and  there  seems  little  doubt  that  he  is 
correct.  Yet  there  seems  a discrepancy  between  this  account 
and  that  given  by  Matthew  Paris,  as  quoted  in  Art.  1259. 
There  the  disaster  is  said  to  have  taken  place  “in  the  river 
which  is  called  Wellestrem.”  I suppose  there  are  two  versions 
of  Matthew  Paris’s  history  : for  the  account  which  I have  seen 
is  not  identical  with  that  quoted  at  p.  85,  though  substantially 
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the  same,  for  I read  that  the  King,  when  a very  heavy  storm 
came  on,  presumed  to  cross  without  a guide,  aqttam  marinam 
cum  fluviali  mixtam  . . . qui  locus  Wellestrem  dicitur : and 
in  the  margin  is  put  “river  Well-stream  [Welland].”  I 
suppose  this  to  be  an  inexact  editorial  gloss.  If  it  were  clear 
that  there  was  any  portion  of  the  Wash,  or  any  of  the  streams 
near  Sutton  that  flow  into  it,  that  was  known  as  Well-stream, 
the  two  accounts  would  be  reconciled.  G.  Talbot. 


1309.— The  Town  Shears. — Fen-folk  say  there  was  a 
practice  of  old  in  the  Fens  to  keep  the  town-shears  in  the 
parish  church.  Not  laudable  enough,  it  seems,  to  satisfy  in- 
cumbents now-a-day.  Commissioners  of  Sewers  constantly 
complained  that  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  rook,  hook,  haffe, 
rode,  and  cleanse  the  rivers  from  weeds  regarded  their  own 
private  profit  more  than  the  public  convenience.  To  remedy 
that,  it  was  enacted  and  decreed,  in  1619,  and  for  a law  set 
down, 

That  the  river  Ouse  from  and  beneath  St.  Ives  bridge  unto  Littleport 
Chayre  neere  Littleport  town  thorough  every  fishing  and  water  thereof 
either  several  or  common  shall  yerely  from  henceforth  be  well  and 
sufficiently  roded,  rooked,  hooked,  haffed,  scoured,  cleansed,  and  the  weeds 
landed,  and  that  all  rushbeds,  reedbeds,  shelves,  haffes,  and  such  like  letts, 
impediments,  annoyances,  and  hinderances  to  the  descent  of  the  waters, 
shall  be  cut  up  and  utterly  taken  away  and  avoided  from  side  to  side  to  the 
full  ancient  bredth  and  depth  three  several  times  at  the  least  in  every 
yeare.  And  that  every  town  shall  be  provided  of  and  at  all  times  have  in 
readiness  one  payre  at  the  least  of  strong  substantial  sharp  and  well  edged 
iron  sheeres  conteyning  twelve  foot  distance  at  the  least  between  the  points 
thereof  fitt  to  perform  the  said  works  together  with  all  necessaries  for  the 
use  thereof  at  the  common  charge  of  every  such  town. 

Have  any  of  these  formidable  “sheeres  ” survived  the  knaw- 
ing  mist  ? 

A note  in  Lincolnshire  N.  d Q.  for  Jan.,  1900,  describes  a 
trophy  of  scythes  hung  in  S.  Mary’s  Church  at  Horncastle 
“placed  there  in  commemoration  of  the  religious  zeal  of  those 
who  wielded  them  in  defence  of  the  Eomanist  faith  and  ritual.” 
This  must  refer  to  the  Pilgrimage  of  Grace  in  1536. 


L.G. 
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1310, —West  Walton  Church,  near  Wisbech— In  re- 

casting the  lead  and  repairing  the  roof  of  the  Nave  two 
unpainted  shields,  on  which  are  carved  “A  crescent  between 
two  mullets  in  pale,  Jermyn ; impaling.  Two  chevrons  be- 
tween, in  chief,  as  many  lozenges,  and  in  base  a crescent,” 
have  come  to  light.  The  shields  are  supposed  to  represent 
Jermyn  impaling  Spring.  The  Eev.  E.  Farrer  informs  me 
that  Edmond  Jermyn,  son  of  Sir  Ambrose  Jermyn,  of  Eush- 
brook,  near  Bury  S.  Edmunds,  married  at  Pakenham  Church, 
Dorothy,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Spring,  of  Pakenham,  in 
1577,  and  afterwards  settled  at  West  Tofts,  Norfolk.  Can  any 
of  your  readers  tell  me  how  the  Jermyn  arms  came  to  be 
carved  on  the  West  Walton  roof  ? It  is  of  the  XV.  Century, 
and  is  supposed  to  have  been  brought  here  from  some  other 
parish.  Eectoe. 

1311. — “The  Sacrilegious  Gamesters”  (64).— In  our 

first  volume,  under  the  heading  of  “A  Ghastly  Legend  of 

Holbeach,”  appeared  a notice  by  S.  E.  of  the  well-known 

incident  of  a whist-party  in  the  church,  in  which  a dead  body 

was  made  to  officiate  as  dummy.  Mr.  J.  M.  Heathcote,  in  his 

Beminiscences  of  Fen  and  Mere,  had  referred  to  this,  and 

expressed  a hope  that  it  was  not  true.  The  occurrence  is 

described  in  verse  by  Mr.  Eawnsley,  as  well  as  by  Eliza  Cook. 

The  former  version  is  given  by  Mr.  Heathcote  at  length.  It 

is  entitled  “The  Three  Eevellers  ; or  Impiety  Punished.” 

It  contains  twenty  stanzas,  of  four  verses  each,  and  is  very 

largely  embellished  with  poetical  licence.  Fiends  and  spectres 

appear  on  the  scene,  and  in  the  end  carry  off  the  three  players. 

The  locality  is  specified  in  uncomplimentary  terms. 

Midst  scenes  which  the  senses  annoy  and  appal, 

Sad  and  silent  old  Holbeach  appears, 

As  if  doom’d  to  lament  her  hard  fate  from  the  Fall, 

Like  a Niobe  wash’d  with  her  tears. 

The  Eevellers  are  represented  as  having  been  playing  at 
“The  Checquers  ” until  midnight,  when  they  started  upon 
their  unholy  errand  to  disinter  their  old  comrade. 
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I have  onl}^  just  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  Eliza  Cook’s 
verses.  They  are  probably  to  be  met  with  in  collected  volumes 
of  her  poems  : but  were  also  published  separately  in  a little 
tractate  with  this  title: — “Eliza  Cook’s  Poem,  of  the 
Sacrilegious  Gamesters,  to  which  is  added  Extracts  and 
Sketches  from  ancient  Histories  of  this  Church  and  Town 
of  Holbeach,  With  an  Illustration  of  the  Church.  Price  3d. 
Each.  Holbeach : Printed  by  T.  Mitchell,  High  Street. 

MDCCCLXVH.  ” That  portion  of  this  tractate  which  contains 
this  poem  has  been  obligingly  lent  by  a correspondent.  It  is 
only  implied,  by  the  title  as  given,  and  nowhere  expressly 
stated,  either  in  the  verses  themselves,  or  in  the  introductory 
note  by  the  authoress,  that  the  occurrence  took  place  at  Hol- 
beach. She  states  that  the  source  of  her  information  is  a work 
called  “ Sketches  of  a Seaport  Town  ” : but,  after  summarising 
the  story,  adds  : — “I  have  taken  a little  liberty  with  the  sub- 
ject, which,  I believe,  most  scribblers  are  allowed  to  do.” 

This  version  has  44  stanzas  of  the  common  eight-six  measure. 
As  in  most  other  accounts  the  body  is  stated  to  have  been 
disinterred,  and  then  taken  into  the  church  : — 

And  away  they  strode  to  the  old  church  wall, 

Treading  o’er  skull  and  tomb  ; 

And  dragg’d  him  out  triumphantly 
In  the  midnight  murky  gloom. 

They  carry  him  down  the  chancel  porch, 

And  through  the  fretted  aisle ; 

And  many  a heartless,  fiendish  laugh 
Is  heard  to  ring  the  while. 

This  is,  however,  probably  incorrect.  A manuscript  note  in 
the  copy  that  has  been  lent  me,  gives  a much  more  satisfactory 
explanation.  ‘ ‘ The  body  had  not  been  buried.  Anyone  dying 
in  the  Marshland,  the  body  was  brought  to  the  church  the  day 
before  the  burial. ” The  chief  “liberty”  that  Eliza  Cook  has 
taken  seems  to  be  that  she  makes  one  of  the  three  gamesters, 
overcome  with  horror  and  remorse,  when  the  church  clock 
struck  one,  fall  down  dead.  Ed. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  THE  PREFACE. 

The  territorial  criminal  jurisdiction  of  a Saxon  Abbot  which  has 
survived  the  Conquest  and  the  Reformation  is  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  the  magistrate,  the  lawyer,  and  the  layman.  The  records  of 
seven  centuries  are  available  to  illustrate  the  history  of  the  Monastery  of 
Peterborough,  the  administration  of  Justice  within  its  domain,  and  the 
condition  of  the  inhabitants.  The  Liberty  of  Peterborough  is  the  only 
county  franchise  which  excludes  the  authority  of  King  Edward  VIPs. 
Justices  of  Gaol  Delivery. 

It  is  to  explain  the  origin  of  the  authority  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Liberty  to  deliver  the  prisoners  in  its  gaol;  the  royal  charters  from  which 
that  authority  springs ; and  the  King’s  commissions,  by  virtue  of  which  it 
is  now  exercised  that  a short  history  of  this  remarkable  jurisdiction  is 
published. 

Demy  8vo.,  xvi.  pp.  and  72  pp.  Cloth,  Price  2/6  net.  Postage,  4d. 
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Paper  Covers,  pp.  18,  with  Appendices  of  Extracts  from  the  Registers 
Noteworthy  Names,  &c.,  pp,  42. 

THE  OLD  REGISTERS 

Of  the  PARISH  of  S.  JOHN  BAPTIST,  PETERBOROUGH. 

A Lectuee  delivered  before  the  Peterborough  Church  Institute, 

By  the  Rev.  W.  D.  Sweeting,  M.A.,  “Maxey,”  Queen’s  Road, 
Wallington,  Surrey. 

To  be  had  of  the  Author,  post  free  Is.  \d.  Q. 


MAXEY  CHURCH  AND  PARISH, 

By  the  Kev.  W.  D.  SWEETING,  M.A. 

A Paper  read  before  the  Congress  of  the  British  Archmological  Associa- 
tion at  Peterborough,  on  July  19th,  1898.  Reprinted  from  the  Journal 
of  the  Association.  With  engraving,  from  drawings  by  Me.  J.  T. 
Ievine,  of  chalices,  brands,  and  steelyard. 

PRICE  ONE  SHILLING. 

To  be  had  of  Me.  Caster,  Market  Place,  Peterborough ; or  of  the 
Author,  “ Maxey,”  Queen’s  Road,  Wallington,  Surrey.  Q. 


GUNTCN’S  HiSTCRY  CF  THE  CHURCH 
CF  PETERBCRCUGH, 

Old  calf,  perfect,  and  in  excellent  condition,  with  bookplate  of 
Richard  Prime.  Published  1686.  Price  30/-. 

GEO.  C.  CASTEB,  Boohseller,  Peterborough  Q. 


OVERTON  WATERVILLE  MANOR  HOUSE. 

The  two  illustrations  of  the  above,  published  in  Fenland  - Notes  and 
Queries  for  January,  1908,  have  been  reprinted  on  Art  boards,  and 
may  be  had,  with  descriptive  letterpress,  securely  packed  by  post 
for  8d.  the  pair,  from 

GEO.  C.  CASTER,  PUBLISHER,  PETERBOROUGH. 


SOME  NOTES  ON 

OLD  PETERBOROUGH, 

BY 

ANDREW  PERCIVAL,  S.S.C. 


With  Six  Illustrations,  including  a fine  Portrait  of  the  Author. 


These  Reminiscences,  which  date  back  to  the  early  thirties,  were 
published  with  special  consent  of  Mr.  Andrew  Percival  by  the  Peterborough 
Archaeological  Society.  They  deal  with  a remarkable  variety  of  Old  Time 
City  Customs,  Institutions,  and  People. 

Price  1/-,  or  iu  Cloth,  1/6. 

To  be  obtained  of  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  W.  Bodger,  Cowgale, 
Peterborough,  and  of 

Mr.  GEO.  C.  CASTER,  Market  Place,  Peterborough.  q 


In  super  royal  8vo. 

THE  REGISTER  BOOK  OF  THE  PARISH 
CHURCH  OF  MAXEY, 

CO.  NORTHANTS.,  1638  tO  1713. 

EDITED  BY  REV.  IF.  D.  SWEETING,  M.A. 

Messrs.  Mitchell,  Hughes,  & Clarke  have  published  a Special  Edition 
of  the  above  Register  Book  for  private  circulation,  consisting  of  60  copies 
only,  price  7s.  6d.,  with  copious  Index,  stitched  in  printed  wrapper. 
Immediate  application  is  requested  to  secure  copies,  as  it  will  not  be 
reprinted,  and  only  a few  copies  remain.  It  is  one  of  the  earliest 
Registers  extant. 

Orders,  with  remittance,  should  be  sent  to 
Messrs.  Mitchell,  Hughes,  & Clarke,  140,  Wardour  Street,  London,  W. 
or,  Mr.  Geo.  C.  Caster,  Bookseller,  Peterborough.  Q. 

CASTOR,  NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, 

Identified  as  the  Roman  Station  of  Durobrivae,  mentioned  in  the  Fifth 
Journey  of  Antoninus  through  Britain. 

By  Keknett  Gibson  and  Richard  Gough.  4to.,  1819. 

This  is  a large  paper  copy  in  original  boards,  uncut.  Price  30/-. 

“THE  FENLAND:  PAST  AND  PRESENT.” 

Royal  8vo.,  650  pp.,  half  calf.  Offered  (secondhand)  for  23/-. 

By  Samuel  H.  Miller,  F.R.A.S.,  F.M.S.,  Gold  MeOallist  and  Foreign 
Member  of  the  Society  of  Arts  and  Science  of  Utrecht;  and  Sydney 
B,  J.  Skertchley,  F.G.  S , Her  Majesty’s  Geological  Survey. 

Illustrated  with  Engravings,  Maps,  and  Diagrams. 

For  Sale  by  GEO.  C.  CASTER,  Bookseller,  Market  Place,  Peterborough. 


“THE  GREENLAND  FISHERY,” 
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1 31 2.— Lynn  Whale  Fishery. — The  old  building  at  Lynn, 
referred  to  by  your  correspondent  A.  S.  (1232)  is  still  standing, 
and  is  the  most  picturesque,  by  far,  of  the  many  quaint  old 
houses  that  are  to  be  found  near  the  river.  Part  of  it  is  still 
in  use  as  a tavern,  with  the  sign  of  the  “Greenland  Fishery,” 
and  within  are  some  curious  paintings,  including  what  is  said 
to  be  a representation  of  the  “Last  Judgment.” 

On  the  bank  of  a creek  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  Nar, 
nearly  opposite  “The  Friars,”  the  old  Blubberhouse  was 
standing  in  fairly  good  preservation  till  a few  years  ago.  It 
had  long  been  used  as  a slaughter-house.  During  the  slinging 
of  a carcass,  however,  the  roof  gave  way.  It  was  afterwards 
re-built,  but  I believe  a great  part  of  the  original  building 
remains. 

There  were,  until  recently,  two  immense  whalebones  in  a 
garden  behind  an  old  house  on  the  east  side  of  the  Tuesday- 
market  place.  These  bones  (inf.  maxillae)  were  fixed  in  the 
ground  so  as  to  form  an  arch,  around  which  a creeper  had  been 
trained. 

Writing  in  1812,  Eichards  says, — “The  trade  to  Greenland 
and  to  Davis's  Straits,  or  what  is  called  the  “Whale  Fishery,” 
is  another  branch  in  which  Lynn  has  been  concerned  for  many 
years,  and  as  it  is  still  persevered  in,  it  may  be  presumed  to 
have  proved  no  ungainful  concern.  The  ships  fitted  out  for 
this  trade  generally  sail  in  March  and  return  about  July.  Three 
or  four  ships  have  been  usually  employed  in  the  trade,  and 
sometimes  more,  but  we  understand  that  only  two  fitted  out 
this  year.”  Hist,  of  Lynn,  Vol.  II.,  pp.  1163-4. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  grandfather  of  Thomas 
Baines,  the  explorer,  was  captain  of  a Lynn  Whaler. 

The  view  of  “ The  Greenland  Fishery,”  which  accompanies 
this  note  is  from  the  “ Homeland  Handbook  to  King’s  Lynn,” 
and  is  reproduced  with  the  kind  permission  of  Mr.  Prescott 
Kow,  the  Editor.  Walteb  Dexteb, 


Yol.  YH, 


M 
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1313.— Notes  from  Peterborough  Wills.— Some  of  the 
quotations  here  given  from  a few  sixteenth  century  wills,  con- 
tain expressions  and  quaint  descriptions  that  are  worthy  of 
note.  All  are  from  the  period  1540 — 1560  ; and  the  testators 
(unless  otherwise  expressed)  are  from  Peterborough. 

1541  A folding  table  ; an  aumbry  that  stands  in  the  hall. 
(William  Molton.) 

1544  All  my  right  and  writings  concerning  an  Inn  called 
The  Bell  on  the  Hoop  lying  and  being  in  the  parish  of  Our 
Lady  at  Strand.  (Eichard  Stukley.) 

1544  A little  painted  cloth  of  the  three  kings  at  Coleyn 
(a)  ; a bell  candlestick  ; an  angel  noble  ; a spruce  coffer  ; and 
a reyll  {b)  that  is  in  the  coffer.  (Andrew  Powell.) 

1545  A new  gaberdyne  of  black  cloth;  a red  cow  “they 
call  her  Silk  ” ; two  cow  calves,  the  one  is  a flecked  and  the 
other  a black.  (Eobert  Spechele. ) 

1546  My  frise  jacket  ; my  buckskin  doublet  ; my  walking 
gown.  (Eobert  Marchaunte,  priest.) 

1546  Goods  moveable  and  unmoveable  to  my  wife  ; all 
my  lands  and  tenements  to  William  Kirke,  my  sister’s  son, 
which  is  my  righteous  heire  of  all  my  lands  tenements  and 
houses.  . . . “And  I am  verie  sorie  that  ever  I was  in  myndeto 
have  made  any  other  heyres,  whereof  I crye  God  mercye,  for 
I think  they  be  cursid  by  the  mowthe  of  God  that  makis 
wrangous  heires.”  (John  Eychmonde.) 

1547  My  oriege  gown.  (Thomas  Waddaile.) 

1548  Two  coverlets,  one  with  crowns,  and  another  with  red 
sponges  ; a black  side  gown  furred  with  black  at  the  hands  ; a 
jacket  of  Eossell  worsted  ; a coverlet  with  swans  ; “ to  my 
lords  baker  a jacket  and  a doublet,  to  Eobert  Harrott  my  lords 
horsekeeper  3s.  4:d.,  to  John  the  boy  of  my  lords  kitchen  12d” 
John  Mountstevinge  sole  executor  and  residuary  legatee,  “and 
my  said  lord  [i.e.,  the  Bishop]  overseer.  ” (Eobert  Eider,  clerk.) 

1548  A possnett  ; my  “sprwes  ” chest  ; my  best  doublet 
of  tawny  worsted.  (William  Susane.) 
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1550  “ I will  that  my  said  wife  shall  have  delivered  unto 
her  all  such  goods  as  she  brought  with  her  peaceably  without 
trouble.”  (Thomas  Baker.) 

1551  Nuncupative.  All  to  wife.  “I  will  not  geave  one 
peny  or  peny  worth  from  the.”  (John  Carrier.) 

1551  “ I bequeath  my  soul  to  our  Lord  God  the  Father 

Almighty  and  to  be  with  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  in  the 
Kingdom  of  God  at  His  pleasure.”  (Thomas  Toller.) 

1551  To  every  one  of  my  children’s  children  one  old  riall 
(&)  of  gold  ; to  every  one  that  is  also  godchild  one  old  crown  of 
gold  ; bequeaths  cows  called  Maradowy,  Brandell,  Dostroppe  ; 
one  “honneste  gerdell.”  (Alice  Eobynson,  widow.) 

1552  The  common  box  which  is  appointed  for  the  poverty ; 
a “kerchew”  price  12^^.  (Alice  Padman.) 

1552  ‘ ‘ I gyve  my  wyffe  toward  the  finding  of  my  mother 

fourtie  shillings.  ” (Brian  Serle,  Ecton.) 

1552  ‘ ‘ Suche  dewties  to  the  Churche  as  the  Kings  lawes 
will  admit.”  (Brian  Game,  Thornhaugh.) 

1553  A pair  of  “trestylls”;  a towel  wrought  with  red 
crewel ; a nemptie  coffer.  (Eichard  Mason. ) 

1554  The  axe  with  the  great  head  ; a little  low  candlestick 
of  latten.  (John  Gresson,  Longthorpe,  labourer  : will  dated 
2nd  and  3rd  years  of  the  reigns  of  our  sovereign  Lord  and  Lady 
Philip  and  Mary,  King  and  Queen  of  England,  France,  &c.) 

1556  “ A pair  of  shears  which  were  Panton’s,  and  a pair 

of  shears  which  were  Jeffry  Lynnesayes,  and  a pair  of  the 
worse  sort,  and  my  tentoures  which  be  next  to  Eoger  Dyxones, 
and  a pair  of  handelyngs.  Item  12^^.  to  buy  him  a shereboard, 
also  my  biggerbobe,  and  of  everything  one  which  pertains  to 
mine  occupation,  and  my  wife  shall  choose,  saving  my  ledes 
and  that  which  goeth  about  my  dyeing,  he  not  to  meddle  with 
it  ...  . Item  immediately  after  my  departing  my  gown  to 
be  broke  and  to  make  every  one  of  my  daughters  a garment.” 
(John  Fraunces,  fuller.) 
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1556  Three  old  angels  ; an  old  grote.  (Elyne  Morton.) 

1557  To  my  parish  church  of  Peterborough  “ xvj^  to  bye  a 
manuell  ther  to  be  prayed  for.”  (Eichard  Shadford.) 

1558  A pair  of  beads  of  jet;  two  “tachis”  (buckles)  of 
silver  ; a pair  of  silver  hooks  ; a silver  pin.  (Alice  Farset, 
widow.) 

1558  A black  “dowed  ” cow  ; a calf  of  one  year  old  called 
a burling  ; my  two  children  to  be  brought  up  ‘ ‘ honesley  in 
meat  drinke  and  Eayment  at  y®  sighte  of  the  Vicar  of  Peter- 
boroughe  ” ; a shote  called  a Swyne  ; an  other  shoot ; a reke 
of  fodder;  a “whyt  hecforth”  (white  heifer);  a “redd 
wayned  caulfe.”  (Joan  Curtis,  widow.) 

1558  “Two  key  one  browne  pied  and  an  other  brokell 
one”  ; a langsedyll ; a posnet.  (Agnes  Morgan,  widow.) 

(a)  The  three  kings  of  Cologne  are  the  Magi.  At  the  east 
end  of  the  cathedral  of  Cologne  instead  of  the  usual  cross,  is 
placed  a massive  star  in  their  honour.  Three  ancient  skulls, 
adorned  with  much  gold  and  many  jewels,  are  shewn  as 
belonging  to  them. 

(b)  Coins,  curious  or  obsolete,  are  constantly  named  in 
wills.  In  these  few  notes  are  instances  of  the  angel,  the  noble, 
the  groat,  the  gold  crown,  the  ryal. 

1314.~Murder  in  Wisbech  Fen,  1795  (158).— In  our 
first  volume,  at  p.  216,  is  printed  a broadsheet  entitled  “ The 
Dying  Words  and  Confession  ” of  four  Irishmen  who  were 
executed  at  Wisbech,  24  Oct.,  1795,  for  the  robbery  and 
murder  of  William  Marriott,  of  Wisbech  High  Fen.  It  will 
have  struck  the  readers  of  that  account  that  it  contains  nothing 
in  the  nature  of  what  is  called  generally  a Confession,  that  is 
to  say,  an  admission  by  the  men  that  they  had  committed  the 
crime. 

Mr.  S.  Bgar,  of  Thorney,  has  lately  had  lent  to  him  a 
printed  account  of  the  trial  itself.  This  gives  a few  more 
details  of  the  occurrence.  The  only  witness  of  the  assault  was 
Mrs.  Marriott,  widow  of  the  murdered  man.  The  lodger, 
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William  Clarke,  who  was  present,  having  been  called  out  of 
bed  by  the  cries  of  Mrs.  Marriott,  and  who  went  down  to  help, 
and  was  himself  cruelly  attacked,  was  never  called.  The  wife’s 
account  was  as  stated  in  the  broadsheet  given  in  Art.  158  ; 
where  it  is  also  said  that  the  four  prisoners  ‘ ‘ had  nothing  more 
to  say  than  that  it  arose  from  a Quarrel.  ” Two  of  the  prisoners 
declared  that  it  was  not  the  Marriotts,  but  one  of  themselves, 
that  went  out  for  a pail  of  water  ; on  his  return  he  found 
Marriott,  who  seemed  to  be  jealous,  quarrelling  with  his  wife, 
and  when  the  Irishman  expostulated  Marriott  struck  him  with 
the  tongs  so  vigorously  as  to  break  them,  while  Mrs.  Marriott 
attacked  the  second  man,  seizing  him  by  the  hair.  The  other 
two  men  declared  they  had  gone  up  to  bed  when  they  saw  the 
man  and  his  wife  at  their  quarrel,  and  had  not  been  present  at 
the  assaults.  At  the  date  of  the  trial  prisoners  could  not  be 
examined  on  oath,  nor  were  they  allowed  to  have  any  profes- 
sional assistance.  If  Counsel  could  have  appeared  for  them 
we  may  be  sure  that  an  attempt  would  have  been  made,  on  the 
assumption  of  the  truth  of  the  prisoners’  account,  to  reduce 
the  crime  to  manslaughter  ; and  much  would  have  been  made 
of  the  fact  that  the  lodger  had  not  been  called  as  a witness. 

The  assault  took  place  on  3 July.  The  four  men,  who  had 
absconded,  were  apprehended  at  Uttoxeter  on  6 July  ; and 
this  was  12  days  before  Marriott  died.  At  the  trial  we  read 
that  the  jury  were  a few  minutes  only  in  considering  their 
verdict. 

At  the  execution  all  the  four  men  “behaved  with  much 
serenity  and  composure,  and  with  such  an  unusual  resolution 
as  greatly  surprised  many  of  the  spectators.”  All  the  convicts 
persisted  to  the  last  in  the  accounts  they  had  given  at  the  trial. 
The  crowd  at  the  execution,  which  was  at  Wisbech,  was  very 
great,  and  “there  was  almost  a profound  and  devout  silence.” 

Two  only  of  the  four  were  hung  in  chains,  and  it  is  some- 
what singular  that  these  were  the  two  who  declared  they  had 
not  been  present. 
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1 31 5— Endowment  of  Peterborough  Cathedral  Church. 

— The  meagre  endowment  of  this  See  attracted  attention  of  the 
State.  Before  making  an  appointment  a candidate  with 
private  resources  had  to  be  found.  The  annual  value  of  the 
benefices  was  probably  diminished  by  leasing  in  reversion. 
Archbishop  Laud  thanked  God  that  He  had  suffered  him  ‘ ‘ to 
annex  for  ever  some  settled  commendams  and  those  sine  cura 
to  all  the  small  bishopricks,  ” and  made  a marginal  note  in  his 
diary,  “ done  for  Peterborough.  ” 

In  1634  Charles  I.  thus  wrote  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter : — * 

Trusty  and  Welbeloved,  We  greet  you  well.  We  are  informed  that  ye 
dotacions  and  allowances  in  Our  Cathedral  Church  of  Peterborough  are  very 
meane  both  for  your  selves  the  Dean  and  Prebendaries  and  for  the  Petti- 
canons,  clerks  and  other  subservient  members  therein ; And  further  that 
there  is  very  little  left  to  keep  so  goodly  a fabrick  as  that  Cathedral  is  in 
sufficient  reparacions  Wherefore  in  Our  Princely  care  and  zeale  to  God’s 
service  We  are  ready  to  take  notice  of  every  good  proposal  which  may 
tend  to  the  supportacion  and  advancement  of  the  same ; for  as  much 
therefore  as  it  is  represented  unto  Us  by  0^  Ek  trusty  and  wel-beloved 
Counsellor  the  Lord  Archbp.  of  Canterbury  that  a very  fair  opportunity 
will  within  few  years  offer  itself  (the  like  whereof  if  that  be  omitted  can 
hardly  at  any  time  after  be  hoped  for  in  the  church)  namely  by  the  re- 
newing the  lease  of  ye  manors  of  Castor  and  Sutton  which  are  the 
inheritance  of  that  Cathedral  and  are  reputed  to  be  clearly  worth  five 
hundred  and  three  score  pounds  per  ann.  or  thereabouts  over  and  above 
the  rents  which  now  are  reserved  upon  them.  In  this  regard  we  are  pleased 
to  direct  these  our  Eoyal  letters  unto  you  willing  and  requiring  you  ye 
Dean  and  Prebendaries  that  whensoever  you  shall  next  renew  ye  sayd  lease 
so  as  to  add  any  terme  of  yeares  thereunto  you  shall  not  ayme  at  yo’^.  owne 
psent  advantage  only  but  also  all  ye  future  good  of  that  church  in  succeeding 
ages.  And  shall  therefore  reserve  the  full  sume  of  three  hundred  and  ten 
pounds  per  ann.  (over  and  above  the  old  rent)  upon  the  same.  By  wch 
increase  (as  we  have  caused  it  to  be  apportioned)  you  shall  be  enabled  to 
add  unto  ye  Deanes  Place  threscore  pounds  yearly  unto  every  prebendary 
sixteen  pounds  yerely,  unto  every  Petticanon  six  pounds  unto  every  clerke 
three  pounds  six  shills  & eight  pence  unto  every  chorister  one  pounde 
thirteen  shills,  four  pence  unto  every  Mast’’  & teacher  of  them  thre  poundes 
unto  ye  Chanter  three  pounds  unto  y®  organist  ten  pounds  to  eyther  of  the 
sextons  forty  shillings  & toward  repayre  of  ye  fabrick  of  the  church  six  & 
forty  pounds  to  ye  greate  improvement  of  all  ye  s^.  places  and  encourage- 
ment of  all  those  that  from  tyme  to  tyme  shall  be  employed  in  Gods 
service  among  you.  And  Eoyal  Will  pleasure  is  that  att  the  next 
chapter  to  be  held  by  you  after  the  receipt  hereof  you  shall  make  a 
chapter  Act  to  this  very  purpose  causing  also  this  O”  Eoyall  Direcon  to  be 
faithfully  Eegistered  in  your  Chapter  Booke  And  that  every  succeeding 
Dean  or  Prebendary  together  w^ii  his  Admission  & Installment  have  notice 
given  him  hereof  until  these  our  Princely  provisions  for  that  Church  shall 
be  accomplished  & fully  pfected.  And  yt  after  these  O’"  Eoyall  Ires  shall  be 
registered  you  lay  yem  up  safe  among  yo’’  evidences  there  to  be  kept,  as  a 
monument  of  our  care  to  y®  service  of  Almighty  God. 


* S.P,  Bom.  Car.  I.  281, 


Leverington. 
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It  was  not  till  1660  that  the  Chapter  were  able  to  comply 
with  the  royal  mandate  of  1634.  The  Act  Book  of  the  Dean 
and  Chapter,  1660,  has  this  entry  : — 

Aug.  1.  1660.  Agreed  that  according  to  the  tenor  of  his  late  Maj^ys 
letters  concerning  Castor  and  Sutton  manors  the  old  lease  whereof  expired 
divers  years  since  there  shall  be  now  an  addition  of  rent  made  upon  the 
new  leasing  of  those  manors  to  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  ten  pounds 
a year  more  than  was  reserved  upon  them  before,  for  the  augmentation  of 
the  several  stipends  belonging  to  the  Dean  and  Prebendaries  with  other 
officers  and  men  of  this  Church,  as  in  the  letters  royal  is  mentioned. 

L.G. 

1 31 6.— LeYerington  (1294). — In  addition  to  notes  on  the 
fabric  of  the  church,  which  have  been  already  given  in  these 
pages,  Cole’s  manuscripts  contain  a number  of  other  particulars 
about  the  parish  and  rectory  which  are  here  condensed.  They 
are  given  in  no  order,  and  were  clearly  jotted  down  as  the  writer 
met  with  them. 

1675.  Inhabitants  in  Leverington  cum  Parson  Drove,  416. 
No  Eecusants  or  Dissenters. 

1290-1.  Elias  de  Fitton,  Knight,  holds  4 virgates  and  a 
fourth  part  of  a virgate,  and  120  acres  of  new  land  ( de  nova 
terra ),  and  half  a virgate  of  free  land  ; and  pays  20®.  2^.  A 
virgate  is  60  acres. 

Before  1286.  William  Malebranch,  by  licence  of  Bishop 
Hugh  de  Balsham  constructed  m messuagio  Evce  Botce  a chapel 
in  which  there  was  constituted  a chantry. 

1361  aut  circiter.  Leverington  church  enumerated  among 
the  benefices  in  the  patronage  of  the  Bishop  of  Ely.  It  was 
taxed  at  £85,  and  was  worth  £200. 

1389.  Mention  of  chantry  of  S.  Mary  in  Fitton. 

1391  aut  circiter.  Licence  for  Divine  OiBfices  in  chapel  or 
oratory  in  the  manor  of  Eichmond. 

1397.  The  hamlets  of  Parsons  Drove,  alias  Fen-Ende,  and 
Pigges  Drove,  have  licence  of  burial,  after  dedication  of  chapel 
and  cemetery  adjoining,  but  not  without  special  permission  of 
the  Eector  of  Leverington.  They  must  also  observe  the  feast 
of  dedication  of  the  Mother  Church,  and  the  feast  of 
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S.  Leonard  ; and  they  must  present  their  Chaplain  to  the 
Eector  for  admission  ; and  the  Chaplain  could  be  removed  at 
the  will  of  the  Rector  ; he  must  live  at  his  own  cost ; and  he 
must  undertake  the  repairs  of  the  chapel  with  its  chancel,  of 
the  tower  ( campanile ),  and  churchyard  enclosure ; and  he  must 
go  in  procession  to  the  Mother  Church  on  Wednesday  in 
Rogation  week. 

1463.  The  revenues  of  the  benefice  had  so  much  decreased 
that  it  could  not  bear  the  old  taxation  for  tithes  ; and  in  the 
concession  of  the  Clergy  for  the  help  of  the  King  it  was  taxed 
at  £20  only  instead  of  £40. 

Leverington  seems  to  have  had  two  parishes,  of  S.  Leonard, 
and  of  S.  John  Baptist. 

1674.  Richard  Reynolds,  afterwards  Bishop  of  Lincoln, 
was  born  at  Leverington.  Extract  from  Register  of  Sidney 
College,  Cambridge,  has  been  printed  previously  in  F.  N.  d Q., 
Art.  1069. 

1775.  Epitaph  on  Mr.  Rand  in  Leverington  church,  com- 
municated to  the  Rev.  W.  Cole  at  the  Lent  Assizes  in 
Cambridge,  by  Mr.  Swaine.  The  arms  are.  Quarterly,  1 & 4, 
a lion  rampant  ; on  each  shoulder  3 chevronels,  for  Rand  ; 
2 & 3,  on  a bend  a hawk’s  lure,  for  Brock,  or  Brook  : impaling, 
two  pales  on  which  are  6 cross  crosslets.  Crest,  a boar’s  head 
on  a ducal  coronet. 

Sub  hoc  marmore  requiescit 
Jana 

Filia  unica  Timothei  Betton  de  Stepney  in  Com.  Midd.  armig  : 

Et  uxor  Brock  Rand,  Clerici,  hujus  parochise  Rectoris 
Fidelis,  pia,  amantissima,  carissima 
vixit  Annos  xxxiv 
Obiit  18°  Aug.  A.D.  MDCCXLVII 
Quantum  heu ! quantum  desiderata. 

Hie  etiam  situs  est 

Samuel,  filius  natu  minimus  predicti  Brock  et  Janse 
Natus  Apl.  26°  MDCCXLVII  Mortuus  Feb.  8°.  MDCCXLVII 
Et  ne  mors  separaret  quos  Amor  feliciter  conjunxerat 
In  eodem  sepulchre  cum  conjuge  dilecta  et  Filiolo 
Suos  etiam  cineres,  cum  vita  decesserit 
Condendos  jussit 
Brock  Rand«  A.M. 


Leveeington. 
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Natus  apud  Shelton  in  Agro  Norfolcienci 
In  Schola  publica  Norvici  literis  imbutus 
C.C.C.  Cantabrigias  Alumnus  et  Socius 
Keverendo  admodum  Patri  Thomae  Episcopo 
Primo  Norvicensi,  dein  Eliensi 
A sacris  Domesticis. 

Qui  Pectoris  Parochiae  de  Leverington  Annos  fere  xxix 
Et  Parochiae  de  Newton  xxii  et  amplius 
uti  speratur,  non  prorsus  immerentis 
Munus  sustinuit. 

Supremum  obiit  Diem  28  Nov.  MDOOLIII 
Anno  aetatis  LVII. 

Ex  trina  prole  duo  tantum  supersunt 
Brock,  natus  Aug.  20.  MDCCXXXVIII 
Maria,  nata  Jan.  18°.  MDOCXLV. 

Hos  ducat,  custodiat,  tueatur 
D.  O.  M. 

“By  the  turn  of  the  Epitaph  it  looks  as  if  it  had  been  com- 
posed by  Mr.  Band,  and  the  last  lines  seem  to  confirm  it, 
because  his  pious  wishes  for  his  son  were  frustrated,  as  he  was 
of  no  very  promising  disposition : he  was  educated  at  Benet 
College,  and  the  present  Dean  of  Salisbury,  son  to  his  Father’s 
Patron,  gave  him  a living  in  that  Diocese,  where  he  died 
insane  about  3 or  4 years  ago.” 

1536.  Presentment  of  Jurors  found  that  John  de  Chardelegh, 
Kt.,  held  a manor  in  Leverington  called  Richmond,  worth 
100®.  per  annum : and  that  John  Everard  and  William 

Braunche,  Esqs.,  held  one  entire  manor  called  Fitton  Hall, 
which,  with  other  lands  and  tenements  in  Wisbech,  was  worth 
£5  per  annum. 

The  following  six  notes  are  undated. 

Bartholomew  Everard,  Esq. , holds  manor  of  Fitton,  formerly 
belonging  to  Laurence  de  Fleet,  and  afterwards  to  Braunche, 
by  socage,  and  payment  to  the  Bishop  for  relief  and  all  services, 
at  the  death  of  each  heir,  of  16®.  6*^. 

John  Everard,  Gent.,  holds  20  acres  in  Richmond  Feild, 
abutting  on  Allens  Drove,  by  socage,  and  payment  to  the  Bishop 
for  relief. 

William  Disney,  Gent.,  holds  100  acres  in  Fenhall  Field, 
lately  Braunche’s,  by  socage,  and  suit  of  court  of  the  hundred 
of  Wisbech,  and  payment  for  relief. 
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The  Prior  and  Convent  of  Ely  hold  certain  lands  called 
Graces  Land,  on  like  conditions  ; but  the  payment  to  the 
Bishop  for  relief  was  “de  Abbate  in  Abbatem.” 

Eobert,  Abbot  of  Thorney,  and  his  convent,  hold  lands  in 
the  farm  of  Thomas  Johnson,  just  as  the  last. 

Laurence  Daniel,  Gent.,  holds  15  acres  in  Southingham, 
lately  Horsdiches,  by  socage,  and  payment  to  the  Lord 
for  relief. 

1608.  Lease  from  the  Bishop  of  Ely  to  Thomas  Edwards, 
of  Wisbech,  Gent.,  4 acres  in  Leverington  lately  occupied  by 
Eobert  Denison  ; one  acre  being  in  Oxfield,  Fitton  Drove  to  the 
north,  the  town  lands  to  the  south,  the  lands  of  Thomas  Jones 
to  the  west,  and  those  of  Anthony  Foster  on  the  east  ; and  the 
other  3 acres  in  Little  Parkfield,  Anthony  Fisher,  N,  Eobert 
Bryan,  Esq.,  S,  Gold  Lane,  E,  and  William  Anthony,  W ; 
for  3 lives,  viz.,  James,  Thomas,  and  George,  sons  of  the  said 
Thomas  Edwards,  and  the  longer  Liver  of  them,  for  4d.  a 
year.  If  rent  or  part  of  it  unpaid  a month  after  due  at 
Michaelmas,  Leasor  may  enter  and  distrain.  Samuel  Buck, 
of  Wisbech,  Gent.,  the  Bishop’s  attorney  to  give  possession. 

These  Eectors  are  named  : — 

1344.  John  de  Ellerbie,  exchanges  with  Thomas  de  Clay- 
ton, Eector  of  Campaic  (?),  co.  Line. 

1374.  John  Barnet. 

1407.  John  Metfeld,  on  death  of  Barnet. 

Laurence  Dunton. 

1452.  John  Harnham,  on  death  of  Dunton. 

1473.  John  Warkeworth,  on  death  of  Harnham. 

Edward  Eedmayne. 

1543.  Francis  Turpin,  on  resignation  of  Eedmayne. 

1545.  Thomas  Smith,  or  Smyth,  LL.D.,  on  death  of  Turpin. 

1549.  Lancelot  Salkeld,  on  resignation  of  Smith.  [Salkeld 
was  last  Prior  and  first  Dean  of  Carlisle.] 

1571.  Thomas  Yale. 


Leverington. 
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1577.  Richard  Bowber,  on  death  of  Yale. 

George  Bayley,  B.D. 

1662.  John  Randolph,  M.A. 

1662.  Richard  Reynolds. 

1682.  Henry  Pern,  M.A.,  on  death  of  Reynolds. 

1721.  John  Rustat,  of  Jesus  College,  Cambridge,  M.A.,  on 
death  of  Pern.  Rustat  was  also  Vicar  of  Whaplode, 

In  1662  John  Randolph  was  collated  to  this  Rectory, 

but  never  gained  Possession  of  the  Church,  being  before  legally 
filled  by  Ric.  Reynolds,  Father  to  the  late  Bp.  of  Lincoln.” 

“ It  is  probable  that  Sir  Tho.  Smith,  Secretary  to  K.  Edw. 
6 and  Qn.  Eliz.  was  in  full  orders,  as  he  was  Rector  here  for 
4 years,  from  1545  to  1549,  tho’  he  was  afterwards  Knighted  : 
he  was  also  Dean  of  Carlisle  and  Provost  of  Eton,  and  probably 
would  have  been  a Bishop,  if  the  Queen  had  judged  proper. 
When  he  was  Rector  here  the  value  of  the  Rectory  was 
estimated  at  36^  per  annum  only.” 

John  Warkworth,  Rector  here  1473  to  1500,  was  Master  of 
Peterhouse,  Cambridge,  and  also  Rector  of  Cottenham.  [In 
Athene^  Gantahrigienses  it  is  said  he  had  been  Canon  of  South- 
well,  1474  to  1498,  and  was  also  Vicar  of  Wisbech,  and  that 
he  was  D.D.  He  resigned  Wisbech  on  coming  to  Leverington.  ] 

In  1374  Sir  John  de  Holbech,  Sir  Nicholas  Lawe,  Sir 
Thomas  Howe,  and  Sir  William  Edward,  were  Chaplains  of 
the  Chantry  in  Leverington. 

Chaplains  of  the  Chantry  of  S.  Mary  at  Fitton  Hall : — 

1381.  John  King. 

1384.  Walter  de  Walsingham. 

1389.  John  Pappe,  on  resignation  of  Walsingham. 

1393.  Adam  Wyrington  de  Newton. 

1405.  John  Cloyes. 

1406.  Robert  Cloyes,  on  resignation  of  John. 

Vacancy  for  20  years. 

1447.  John  Frost. 
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1458.  Adam  Silke,  with  licence  to  celebrate  in  the  Chapel 
of  Parson  Drove. 

The  Chapel  of  S.  John  Baptist  in  Parson  Drove  was  repaired 
in  1487. 

1630.  An  Inqnisitio  post  mortem  taken  at  Wisbech,  27 
Aug.,  6 Car.  I,,  after  the  death  of  Thomas  Pearson,  or  Peirson, 
who  died  21  Dec.,  1627,  found  that  he  had  died  seised  (with 
other  property)  of  36  acres  of  land  and  marsh  in  Wisbech  S. 
Mary  held  of  the  manor  of  Eichmond  in  Leverington,  in  socage, 
the  rent  of  which  was  6®.  2*^. , and  value  40® : also  of  5 acres  of 
pasture  in  Leverington  held  of  the  Bishop  in  socage,  worth 
13®.  4<^. 

1 31 7.— Rainfall  in  the  Lincolnshire  Fens. — The  rainfall 
at  Boston  for  the  past  year  has  been  22 ’36  inches,  or  0’63 
inches  less  than  the  average  of  the  previous  82  years.  The 
number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell  was  160,  and  the  maximum 
on  any  one  day  was  1*04  in  October. 

The  average  annual  rainfall  as  rec’orded  at  Boston  for  the 
last  82  years  (not  including  1907)  has  been  22 ‘99  inches.  The 
maximum  in  any  one  year  was  35 ’53  inches  in  1880  ; and  the 
minimum  12 ’94  inches  in  1887. 

Between  1865  and  1883  there  was  a wet  period  ; every 
year’s  rainfall  being  above  the  average,  except  1870,  1873,  and 
1874,  the  mean  annual  fall  for  the  19  years  being  26 ’60  inches. 

From  1884  to  the  end  of  1907,  a period  of  24  years,  the 
rainfall,  with  the  exception  of  5 years,  1885,  1886,  1900, 
1903,  and  1906,  was  deficient  ; the  average  annual  rainfall 
during  that  period  was  21*18  inches,  the  minimum  fall,  12*94 
inches,  occurring  in  1887. 

The  surplus  over  the  average  for  1865 — 1883  was  68*58 
inches  ; and  the  deficiency  for  1884 — 1907  was  43  *44  inches. 

W.  H.  Wheeler. 


Boston. 


Kethold  Tenuee  at  Ceowland. 
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1318-— Keyhold  Tenure  at  Crowland— In  May,  1907, 

The  Peterborough  Advertiser  published  a long  and  most  interest- 
ing account  of  a very  peculiar  institution  at  Crowland,  which 
is  rightly  called  a “Strange  Survival.”  There  are  several 
habitations — houses  they  can  hardly  be  called — which  belong 
to  no  one  “but  the  actual  holder  ...  of  the  key  which 
gives  admission.”  When  an  occupier  dies  the  first  person  to 
enter  the  house  would  become  possessed  of  the  right  to  occupy 
it ; and  it  seems  that  no  one  could  eject  him.  There  is  no 
legal  ownership  ; the  property  cannot  be  sold,  or  mortgaged, 
or  disposed  of  by  will. 

This  peculiar  street,  now  known  as  Albion  Street,  but  originally  termed 
Independence  Lane,  aud  more  recently  Poor  House  Eow,  enters  West 
Street  close  to  the  historic  bridge,  and  within  sight  of  the  ruins  of  the 
once  noble  Abbey.  There  are  residents  in  the  town  who  can  recollect 
when  the  street  was  but  a parcel  of  waste  land — water-logged  and  over- 
grown with  sturdy,  flourishing  alder  bushes.  Now  there  is  a hard  road 
and  a row  of  cottages  which,  if  they  are  somewhat  irregular  in  their  con- 
struction, are  many  of  them  quite  cosy  inside.  In  recent  years  many  of 
the  76  tenements  of  which  the  row  consists  have  been  rebuilt,  and  this 
accounts  for  their  irregularity,  but  there  are  some  of  the  original  erections 
still  standing — emblems  of  a dead  past.  And  what  emblems ! In  very 
fact  they  were  four  plain  walls,  with  a mud  top  and  a thatched  roof. 
They  stand  for  ancient  customs  and  as  mementoes  of  what  Fen  residents 
were  once  content  to  term  houses,  to  live  in  and  to  rear  their  families  in — 
calling  themselves  householders,  and  even  property  owners  by  virtue  of 
such  possessions.  But  what  is  most  strange  about  these  cottages  is  the 
manner  in  which  they  came  to  be  built.  Many  years  ago,  even  beyond  the 
memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant,  some  charitably-disposed  person,  by 
the  name  of  Bothway,  left  certain  lands  in  trust  for  the  poor  of  Crowland, 
amongst  which  was  the  piece  of  waste  land  through  which  this  street  now 
runs.  Probably  as  an  incentive  to  thrift,  or  for  some  other  reason,  the 
Churchwardens,  the  Feoffees,  and  the  Overseers,  who  had  the  administra- 
tion of  the  funds  of  this  and  other  charities,  made  it  known  that  if  a 
labourer  or  other  person  of  humble  means  wished  for  a plot  on  which  to 
build  a house  he  could  have  a piece  of  this  waste  stretch  for  the  asking. 

It  was  a strip  not  more  than  fifty  feet  in  width,  and  in  the  course  of 
time  some  seventy  or  eighty  dwellings  were  erected  on  it.  As  soon  as  a 
labourer  had  amassed  suflScient  money  to  build  a house — however  primitive 
and  rude,  he  applied  for  and  was  granted  permission  to  do  so.  That  house 
was  his  because  he  built  it,  and  b^ecause  he  held  the  key  which  admitted 
him  to  it  and  enabled  him  to  keep  other  people  out  of  it.  So  long  as  he 
lived  he  was  safe,  and  if  he  happened  to  leave  a widow  in  possession  when 
he  died  it  was  hers.  Even  if  wills  were  thought  of  in  those  days  by  such 
people,  he  could  not  have  willed  his  property  to  a relative  or  friend  because 
he  had  no  “ writings,”  no  deed  or  script  which  proved  the  house  to  have 
been  his,  and  in  case  the  owner  of  one  of  these  properties  died  without 
kith  and  kin,  the  person  who  was  fortunate  enough  to  first  step  in  and 
take  possession  became  the  owner  forthwith ; and  possession  was  more 
than  nine  points  of  the  law  in  such  an  instance!  We  record  below  an 
instance  in  which  one  wily  and  unceremonious  individual,  hearing  that  a 
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tenant  was  dying  in  one  of  these  cottages,  made  his  entrance  by  way  of 
the  chimney,'  watched  the  last  breath  of  the  fast-departing  occupier,  and 
thus  forestalled  any  other  claimant  to  the  dead  man’s  house.  Such  and 
similar  incidents  are  not  isolated,  and  nowadays  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  such  a proceeding  in  respect  of  some  of  the  cottages, 
even  in  the  case  of  those  which  have  superseded  the  original  erections,  and 
are  decently  habitable.  Of  course,  the  tenants,  in  many  instances,  have 
become  enlightened,  and  have  taken  advantage  of  the  laws  of  enfranchise- 
ment, by  which,  for  the  sum  of  from  £3  to  £5  they  have  been  and  are 
enabled  to  take  out  a deed  which  shows  the  property  to  be  their  own 
freehold.  Thus  they  became  possessors  outright  of  their  dwellings,  and 
can  realise  by  mortgage  or  by  sale,  and  they  are  also  entitled  to  a vote  in 
the  County ; in  fact,  in  years  gone  by,  when  one  of  these  cottages  was 
offered  for  sale,  the  bill  announcing  the  sale  bore  in  large  type  the  words, 
“ A cottage  and  a vote  for  the  County,”  and  at  one  time,  when  most  of  the 
property  in  Crowland  was  copyhold  of  the  Manor  then  owned  by  Lord 
Normanton,  this  insignificant  street  represented  more  votes  than  the 
whole  of  the  remainder  of  the  then  fairly  populous  town  combined.  Now, 
of  course,  all  that  is  changed. 

In  the  sketch  that  accompanied  the  article  can  be  seen  some 
of  the  modern  cottages  which  have  supplanted  the  old  tene- 
ments and  which  have  been  enfranchised  and  are  now  freehold. 
Some  of  the  original  ones  can  also  be  seen.  The  patriarch 
of  the  Keyholders,  at  that  time  nearly  in  his  hundredth 
year,  had  been  in  his  present  dwelling  over  sixty  years.  But 
it  had  been  built,  being  now  a fairly  substantial  house,  on  the 
site  of  the  old  place  ; it  has  still  not  been  enfranchised,  and 
is  under  the  old  Keyhold  Tenure.  The  daughter  of  the  old 
man,  herself  nearly  sixty  years  of  age,  said  that  she  had  often 
heard  him  say  that  many  winters  he  earned  no  more  than  9s. 
a week  ; yet  he  had  brought  up  a family  of  eleven,  and  some- 
how or  other  saved  money  enough  to  build  the  house. 

This  “Grandfather,”  as  he  was  called,  of  Crowland,  Mr. 
Mark  Wenham,  died  last  January.  He  would  have  attained 
the  dignity  of  a centenarian  had  he  lived  till  March. 

A local  valuer,  Mr.  Cox,  who  has  had  professionally  to 
make  himself  acquainted  with  the  legal  aspects  of  the  case, 
while  speaking  of  the  absence  of  any  “writings”  to  prove 
ownership,  said  that  he  did  once  see  an  old  piece  of  parch- 
ment, some  six  inches  square,  which  seemed  to  be  a kind  of 
grant  from  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  to  a certain  man 
to  build  a cottage.  In  reference  to  the  occupiers  having  no 
power  to  effect  a mortgage,  he  said  that  he  once  knew  a man, 
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known  as  Dollar  Smith,  who  did  succeed  in  mortgaging  “his 
key-hold  cottage,  got  the  money  safely  in  his  possession,  and 
laughed  at  the  mortgagee,  who  was*  powerless  in  the  matter, 
because  he  could  not  prove  that  the  house  was  Smith’s.” 

1319.— Audrey  or  Aldreth  Bridge,  and  Haddenham 
Manor. — The  ancient  bridle-bridge  spanning  the  Ouse*  at 
Haddenham,  in  the  Isle  of  Ely,  was  the  main  access  from  the 
shire  in  medigeval  times,  the  lower  way,  by  Stretham,  being 
fordable  only  in  the  summer,  f Hereward  the  Wake  fought 
at  Aldreth  to  keep  the  Normans  out  of  the  Fens,  and  there 
they  dug  their  encampment  to  keep  the  English  in,  just  as 
they  dug  the  fort  at  Horseth  J to  stop  help  coming  to  them 
from  Burgh  and  Bourne.  To  the  tenure  of  the  manor  of 
Haddenham  the  charge  of  maintaining  Aldreth  Bridge  had 
attached  since  Etheldreda,  the  Saxon  princess,  endowed  the 
convent  of  Ely  with  her  royal  patrimony.  The  abbots 
repaired,  and  the  bishops  upheld,  the  fabric  till  A.D.  1599, 
when  Bishop  Martin  Heaton  surrendered  the  manor  of  Had- 
denham to  the  Queen.  In  the  survey  made  of  the  possessions 
of  the  bishopric,  9 July,  40  Eliz.,  the  manor  is  thus  valued  : — 

The  lordship  and  manor  of  Haddenham  with  appurtenants  in  the  said 
Isle  and  County,  rents  and  issues  there,  farm  of  the  pasture  of  Ledelfes 
called  Delf  and  Eastdelf,  the  windmill  there,  the  fishing,  the  toll  of  the 
Erith  Causeway,  the  perquisites  of  the  Court  Leet  and  free  pledges, 
Moreover  all  other  lands  tenements  and  hereditaments  belonging  to  the 
said  manor,  or  now  occupied  with  it,  being  parcell  of  that  possessions  of 
the  said  Bishoprick  now  being  vacant,  are  of  the  annual  value,  excluding 
the  annual  charge  of  £40  for  the  repair  of  the  fabric  of  the  bridges  called 
Erith  Bridge  and  Audrey  Bridge,  and  the  causeways  called  Erith  and 
Audrey  Causeway,  and  the  existing  bridges  over  them  and  excluding  all 
other  charges,  fifty  pound  s.§ 

In  1602  this  manor  was  granted  to  Thomas,  Lord  Howard 
of  Arundel,  II  he  covenanting  to  indemnify  the  Crown  from 

Called  West  Elver  in  old  maps.  See  Freeman’s  Norman  Conquest,  iv.  465 ; and 
Kingsley’s  Hereward  the  Wake,  chap.  1. 

t The  Roman  Way,  known  as  Akeman  Street,  passed  direct  from  Cambridge  Castle 
to  Ely  by  Stretham  Ford.  All  fen-ways  necessarily  took  the  form  of  raised  causeways. 

i See  Artt.  978,  1017, 

§ An  Act  of  1 Eliz.  c.  19,  empowered  the  Queen  on  the  avoidance  of  a bishopric  to 
take  into  her  hands  the  Church  possessions  recompensing  the  same  with  parsonages 
impropriate  and  tenths. 

1!  The  grant  was  made  to  nominees,  a common  practice  where  Church  lands  were 
aliened  by  the  Crown. 
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liability  to  uphold  the  Bridge.  In  a Commission  of  Sewers 
the  decree  refers*  to  the  cutting  of  a sewer  “next  southwards 
from  y®  place  where  the  Great  Bridge  lately  stood.”  Nor  was 
it  up  in  1638,  when  Archbishop  Laud  was  riding  on  his 
Metropolitan  Visitation.  In  the  eighteenth  century,  Wells, 
in  his  History  of  the  Bedford  Level,  i.  27,  says  the  bridge  was 
up  and  repaired  by  the  men  of  Haddenham.f 

Time  out  of  mind  the  owners  of  the  land  have  neglected 
the  bridge.  Lapse  of  time,  where  a public  interest  is  con- 
cerned, does  not  protect  the  owner  from  enforcement  of  the 
duty,  though  it  may  render  proof  of  the  liability  difficult. 
Donations  for  public  bridges  and  ways  are  charities  ; and  the 
Charity  Commissioners  ought  to  enforce  the  public  right.  X 

The  repair  of  the  Causeway  seems  to  have  been  cast  on  the 
whole  Isle,  not  merely  the  old  Isle  of  Ely,  consisting  of  seven 
parishes,  as  it  was  in  the  time  of  Etheldreda.  How  the 
Bishop  supported  a charge  on  Whittlesey  for  repair  of  Aldreth 
Causey,  is  not  easy  to  see.  In  1667,  by  an  inquisition  of 
Commissioners  held  to  arrest  the  misemployment  of  lands  and 
goods  given  to  charitable  uses,  a verdict^  taken  at  Whittlesey 
found  that  one  “Eolliot  did  long  since  give  and  settle  one 
messuage  and  sixteen  acres  of  land  with  the  appurtenances  in 
Whittlesey  for  and  towards  the  ease  of  the  said  town  in  the 
maintenance  of  a certain  calcey  called  Audrey  Calcey  in  the 
Isle  of  Ely.”  L.G. 

For  Aldreth  Bridge  see  also  Artt.  875,  893,  960.  In  the 
Leverington  Churchwardens’  accounts  are  constant  payments, 
in  Cent,  xvi,  for  Aldreth  Causeway:  “ Alder  y Cawsy,” 

“Aldrethe  calceye,”  “Aldrethe  calsey,”  &c.  Ed. 

^ Add.  MSS.,  23,466,  fo.  27. 

t The  Acts  of  15  Ric.  II.,  and  4 Hen.  IV.,  for  making  void  unlicensed  appropriations, 
except  the  Church  of  Haddenham  “ which  to  eschew  divers  discords  debated  heretofore 
betwixt  the  Bishop  and  Archdeacon  of  Ely  about  their  jurisdictions  let  it  be  appro- 
priated to  the  Archdeacon  and  his  successors,  to  do  divine  service,  to  keep  hospitality, 
and  to  support  other  charges  appertaining  thereto.” 

I The  Bridges  Acts,  1 Anne,  c.  18,  and  43  Geo.  III.,  c.  59,  do  not  apply  to  a bridge 
which  any  person  is  liable  to  maintain  by  reason  of  tenure,  or  by  prescription ; nor  do 
they  discharge  any  estate  from  such  liability. 

§ Petty  Bag,  19  Car.  II.,  B. 
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1 320— Skirbeck  Church  (1300).— 

A.D.  1508. — By  this  date  we  had  seen  many  and  violent 
changes.  The  House  of  York  had  taken  the  place  of  the  House 
of  Lancaster.  After  the  ruin  of  the  turbulence  and  civil  war 
of  the  reign  of  poor  Henry  VI.,  the  Yorkists  became  supreme 
until  the  death  of  Eichard  HI.,  at  Bosworth,  in  1485,  when 
the  Tudors  came  to  the  throne.  In  1503  the  Queen,  Elizabeth 
of  York,  daughter  of  Edward  IV.,  died : and  the  King  her 
husband,  Henry  VII.,  is  himself  getting  infirm,  though  only 
born  in  1456.  But  his  mother,  old  Lady  Margaret  Tudor, 
Countess  of  Eichmond  and  Derby, 

is  still  living,  and  holding  property  in  Boston  and  Skirbeck  belonging  to 
the  honour  of  Eichmond ; his  second  son  Henry  is  sixteen,  and  already 
married  to  Katharine,  the  widow  of  his  brother  Arthur,  and  the  daughter 
of  King  Ferdinand  of  Arragon  and  Queen  Isabella  of  Castile,  who  drove 
the  Moors  from  Spain.  Henry  was  already  the  darling  and  the  hope  of  the 
nation.  Master  Plummer  had  been  rector  for  eleven  years,  as  he  was  pre- 
sented by  the  King  in  1496.  Lord  Fitzwalter,  the  patron  as  representing 
the  heiress  of  the  de  Multon’s,  had  taken  the  Yorkist  side,  and  when  Perkin 
Warbeck  came  and  claimed  to  be,  and  perhaps  was,  the  little  Duke  of  York, 
Lord  Fitzwalter,  like  the  Kings  of  Scotland  and  France  and  the  Duchess 
of  Burgundy,  acknowledged  his  title,  but  was  taken  prisoner  and  carried  to 
Calais ; he  tried  to  escape  thence  by  bribing  his  gaolers,  but  failed,  and 
was  beheaded  as  a traitor  in  1496,  so  his  patronage  fell  to  the  King  with 
his  other  property.  The  Church  was  then  in  its  most  beautiful  and  perfect 
condition.  The  tower  had  been  added,  and  had  a peal  of  bells  and  a grand 
west  window.  A new  luxury  had  been  introduced,  namely  benches,  though 
the  sternly  disposed  thought  it  meant  that  all  manliness  was  gone.  If 
people  were  so  feeble  that  they  could  not  stand  or  kneel  through  the  service, 
at  least  they  might  bring  their  own  stools  1 Luxury  was  spreading  every- 
where ; there  was  no  longer  the  tremendous  gap  between  the  stone  castle 
and  the  mud  and  stud  cottage,  for  the  art  of  brick  making  had  been  revived, 
and  great  houses  such  as  Hussey  Tower  were  now  built  of  this  material. 
The  Church’s  stores  of  artistic  wealth  in  plate,  jewels,  needlework,  carved 
woodwork,  stained  glass,  and  sculptured  stone  may  well  have  exceeded 
anything  that  we  can  now  realise,  for  the  process  of  furnishing  and  adorning 
had  been  going  on  without  let  or  hindrance  for  three  hundred  years  of  zeal 
and  energy  ; but  artistic  feeling  was  dying  away ; the  nobles  had  nearly  all 
been  killed  off  in  the  Wars  of  the  Koses,  and  though  for  the  moment  the 
King  seemed  to  be  an  absolute  monarch,  and,  if  a standing  army  had  been 
necessary,  would  perhaps  actually  have  become  so,  the  sturdy  Saxon  middle 
class  was  already  coming  to  the  fore.  Boston,  however,  like  all  eastern 
ports,  was  a decaying  town.  It  had  depended  on  exporting  wool  to  be 
made  into  cloth  in  Holland,  and  importing  luxuries  from  the  East,  but 
Englishmen  now  made  their  own  cloth  at  home,  and,  besides,  people  were 
thinking  of  the  new  way  to  the  Indies,  across  the  Western  main.  S.  John’s 
Church  was  deserted,  for  the  Knights  had  bought  the  advowson  of  Boston 
from  S.  Mary’s  Abbey,  and  had  got  the  King’s  leave  to  appropriate  the 
endowments  of  the  Kectory,  except  a small  stipend  for  the  Vicar,  charged 
upon  the  tithe  and  glebe.  The  priory  at  Boston  was  almost  empty.  The 
clergy  were  very  wealthy,  but  as  a class  were  hardly  either  beloved  or 
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respected.  Certainly  there  was  no  special  affection  or  reverence  for  the 
Pope,  who  was  always  the  puppet  either  of  the  King  of  France  or  the 
Emperor,  and  the  General  Councils  had  quite  failed  to  restrain  his  greedy 
Italian  court.  There  is  show  of  strength  and  magnificence 

“ Whiles  rank  corruption,  mining  all  within 
“ Infects  unseen.” 

A.D.  1608. — We  can  now  hardly  recognise  either  the  outside 
or  the  inside  of  the  Church. 

Boston  and  its  neighbourhood  had  been  steadily  going  downhill,  at 
least  relatively  to  the  rest  of  England,  all  through  the  century : and  the 
religious  changes  had  constituted  what  we  call  the  Reformation.  In  1534 
the  Pope’s  usurped  authority  was  repudiated  more  strongly  than  ever  before, 
though  there  was  a brief  reconciliation  under  Mary  I.  (1664  to  1668),  but 
in  1670  took  place  a breach,  which,  unless  the  Papacy  reforms  its  ways,  we 
must  reluctantly  hope  is  final.  The  Pope  affected  to  excommunicate  and 
depose  our  sovereign,  and  ordered  all  his  followers  to  withdraw  their 
allegiance  from  our  Church  and  State ; and  thus  for  the  first  time  a dis- 
tinctively Roman  and  schismatical  branch  of  the  Church  was  formed  in 
England,  though  in  Skirbeck  probably  no  one  obeyed  the  Pope. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII,  a large  amount  of  Church  property  was 
confiscated ; it  generally  went  to  endow  the  new  nobility,  but  hereabouts 
we  had  no  great  people,  and  the  Corporation  of  Boston  bought  all  the 
confiscated  Church  property  from  the  King  on  very  easy  terms : the 
endowments  of  the  rectory  of  Skirbeck  were  not  touched. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  there  was  another  and  still  less  justifiable 
era  of  confiscation.  It  was  plain  that  the  boy  King  would  not  live,  and  his 
courtiers  simply  scrambled  for  property  held  upon  admittedly  useful 
charitable  trusts.  The  endowments  of  the  Boston  gilds  which  supported 
the  clergy  and  the  Grammar  School  were  annexed  in  1650  by  William  Parr, 
Marquess  of  Northampton.  He  was  the  son  of  Sir  Thomas  Parr,  of  Kendal, 
and  brother  to  Katharine  the  Queen  Dowager,  and  had  been  created  Earl 
of  Essex  and  Marquess  of  Northampton  in  1647.  His  honours  were  forfeited 
in  1664  when  Lady  Jane  Grey  was  beheaded,  and  his  stolen  goods 
forfeited  to  Queen  Mary  I.,  who,  by  charter,  re-endowed  the  Boston  clergy 
and  the  Grammar  School,  though  the  present  school  building  was  not 
erected  till  twelve  years  afterwards,  i.e.,  in  1667.  His  honours  were 
restored  to  the  Marquess  shortly  before  this  date  by  Queen  Elizabeth. 

In  1668  the  first  step,  since  the  Roman  soldiers  had  ceased  their  works 
then  about  1200  years  ago,  was  taken  towards  the  drainage  of  the  fens,  a 
task  which  it  took  another  260  years  to  complete.  In  that  year  the  newly 
formed  Corporation  of  Boston  determined  to  straighten  the  old  Scire  Beck 
from  Cowbridge  to  new  gout,  and  the  drain  made  in  accordance  with  this 
determination  was  called  “ Maud  Foster’s,”  though  no  one  knows  why.  It 
seems  likely  that  Maud  Foster  owned  land  which  was  cut  through  to  make 
the  drain,  for  the  Corporation  of  Boston  gave  her  a life  estate  in  some  of 
their  property  in  1668,  though  they  threatened  to  take  it  away  again  in 
1680,  because  she  did  not  keep  it  in  repair.  She  died  in  November,  1681. 
The  old  oaken  mediasval  culvert  and  sluice-bridge  were  abandoned,  and 
their  remains  were  found  26  years  ago,  when  the  present  dock  entrance  was 
being  made,  still  embedded  in  the  soil.  Probably  the  new  gout  was  still 
incomplete  in  1671,  when  a very  high  tide  broke  the  banks  and  caused 
widespread  devastation. 

So  far,  so  fast  that  eygre  drave. 

The  heart  had  hardly  time  to  beat, 

Before  a shallow  seething  wave. 

Sobbed  in  the  grasses  at  our  feet  j 


Skirbeck  Church. 


183 


The  feet  had  hardly  time  to  flee 
Before  it  brake  against  the  knee, 

And  all  the  world  was  in  the  sea. 

The  Church  was  much  injured,  and  half  filled  with  mud  ; but  as  it  had 
been  completely  despoiled  of  its  furniture  and  vestments  by  order  of  the 
Council  of  King  Edward  VI.,  in  1663,  there  was  not  so  much  chance  of 
doing  harm  as  there  might  have  been.  In  1697  the  Rev,  John  James  had 
resigned  his  post  as  Lecturer  of  Boston,  and  for  ten  years  remained  in 
charge  as  the  deputy  of  Mr,  Pratt,  a non-resident  pluralist  rector  ; Mr. 
James  only  became  rector  in  1607,  but  most  likely  he  felt  sure  from  the 
first  of  succeeding  to  the  benefice,  the  advowson  of  which  had  been 
purchased  by  the  Corporation  of  Boston  in  1686,  from  the  Earl  of  Sussex, 
who  claimed  through  the  Lords  Fitzwalter.  The  new  river  bank  had  been 
moved  inland  and  built  right  against  the  shattered  south  wall  of  the  church, 
but  Mr.  James  set  himself  to  put  things  in  order,  and  a wonderful  job  he 
made  of  it.  He  pulled  down  the  chancel,  two  bays  of  each  aisle,  and  two 
bays  of  the  nave  clearstory ; he  blocked  the  open  arches  with  the  stone  of 
the  pulled-down  portions,  and  put  a low  roof  immediately  above  them  over 
the  two  eastern  bays  of  the  nave.  This  was  to  serve  as  a chancel,  and  a 
brick  wall,  supported  on  timber  baulks,  blocked  the  open  gable  half  way 
down  the  nave,  and  served  as  a sham  chancel  arch.  A nearly  flat  roof  was 
put  over  the  rest  of  the  nave ; the  aisles  were  almost  entirely  rebuilt  with 
brick  walls  and  square  windows  with  wooden  casements ; the  west  window 
was  bricked  up  and  a gallery  put  in  front  of  it,  and  the  two  doors  were 
each  moved  a bay  further  west,  and  the  floor  raised  a foot.  Inside,  the 
stained  glass  had  gone,  and  the  painted  walls  and  roof,  and  an  absurd 
attempt  was  made  to  strengthen  two  of  the  pillars  with  clumsy,  useless 
buttresses  ; but  Mr.  James  did  provide  a good  table  for  God’s  board,  and 
a pulpit  and  font  cover,  and  two  cofl&n- stools,  all  of  which  are  still  in 
the  church.  This  table  has  a band  of  carving  on  one  side  only,  showing  that  it 
was  always  intended  to  stand  in  its  present  position,  “ altar- wise.”  Mr.  James 
recorded  his  alterations  by  the  letters  “ R.P.,  1698,  1. 1.,”  carved  on  the 
stone  over  the  centre  of  the  square  window  which  he  inserted  in  the 
chancel  arch.  The  letters  R.P.  are  supposed  to  stand  for  “ Repaired,”  or 
some  such  word,  and  I.I.  for  “ John  James.” 

In  1606  there  were  120  communicants,  which  probably  meant  a popu- 
lation of  about  five  hundred,  for  in  those  days  you  had  no  choice  as  to 
whether  you  would  go  to  church  or  not.  It  was  a matter  of  necessity  to 
attend  service  at  least  once  a Sunday,  and  communicate  at  least  three 
times  a year.  If  you  did  not  do  this,  you  were  either  a disloyal  Papist  or  a 
troublesome,  rebellious  sectary ; the  churchwardens  presented  you  at  the 
Archdeacon’s  visitation,  the  apparitor  summoned  you,  and  if  you  could  not 
explain  matters  satisfactorily,  fine  or  imprisonment  followed.  Though  the 
Church  itself  was  so  degraded  and  mutilated,  the  general  increase  of  luxury 
was  very  great,  for  Parson  James  would  have  a carpet  on  his  floor,  and  a 
linen  cloth  on  his  table  at  meals,  and  would  use  a fork  too.  These  are 
luxuries  of  which  Parson  Plummer,  a hundred  years  back,  had  never  even 
heard.  Then,  too.  Parson  James  and  his  family  have  their  meals  by  them- 
selves ; the  servants  do  not  sit  at  the  same  table  with  them.  The  Rector 
might,  again,  be  a married  man,  and  the  communion  had  since  1668  again 
been  in  both  kinds,  and  there  was  a silver  Communion  cup,  instead  of  the 
gilt  chalices  sacrilegiously  confiscated  in  1663.  The  service  was  in  English, 
too,  instead  of  in  Latin,  and  was  much  simpler,  though  probably  the  new 
simplicity  hardly  made  up  for  the  loss  of  the  familiar  ritual,  which 
spoke  to  the  eye  as  well  as  to  the  ear  ; but  people  were  all  for  preaching 
now,  and  had  become  fairly  settled  in  Puritanism,  though,  no  doubt  old 
folks  still  remembered  the  days  before  there  were  any  changes,  and  perhaps 
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wanted  them  back.  But,  thank  God,  the  old  faith,  the  old  sacraments,  the 
old  ministry  went  on  unchanged,  and  even  the  changes  in  the  services  were 
only  superficial  ones.  But  worse  was  to  come. 

1321. — Homicide  at  Ely  A.D.  1439. — The  entries  on  the 
Eolls  of  pardons  for  homicide  are  usually  void  of  all  detail  of 
the  crimes.  The  annexed  translation  which  sets  out  the 
circumstances  of  the  crimes  in  respect  of  which  the  King 
exercised  his  royal  prerogative  is  worthy  of  notice. 

‘‘Whereas  Robert  Draweswerd  of  Ely  in  the  county  of 
Cambridge,  spicer,  was  indicted  before  the  coroner  of  the  Isle 
and  Liberty  of  Ely  for  having  lately  at  Ely  struck  Thomas 
Walton  late  of  Barton-on-Humber,  aged  24,  and  more,  with  a 
small  knife,  worth  one  halfpenny,  in  the  breast,  making  a 
wound  an  inch  wide  and  as  long  as  the  palm  of  a man’s  hand, 
and  thereby  feloniously  slain  the  said  Thomas,  but  upon  good 
testimony  it  appears  that  the  said  Robert  happened  to  be 
fighting  with  John  Chamberleyn  and  Walter  Chamberleyn, 
who  when  they  recovered  themselves  beat  him  about  the  head 
whereon  he,  in  self  defence,  drew  his  knife  and  the  same 
Thomas  came  with  his  arms  spread  out  to  make  peace  between 
them  and  fell  on  the  said  knife  and  so ''took  his  wound  and  was 
accidentally  slain.  The  King  pardons  the  death  to  the  said 
Robert.”  q 

1322. — LeYcrington  Parish  Accounts. — There  are  pre- 
served at  Leverington  some  ancient  parochial  accounts  of  the 
greatest  interest  and  value.  They  comprise  the  accounts  of 
the  Churchwardens,  those  of  the  Town  Stock  (also  called  the 
Plough  Light,  and  Corpus  Christi  Light),  and  a few  of  those  of 
S.  Christopher’s  Light.  We  have  been  allowed  to  go  through 
the  first  two  volumes,  and  to  make  extracts,  some  of  which 
from  time  to  time  we  hope  to  submit  to  our  readers.  Although 
we  speak  of  “volumes,”  it  should  be  noted  that  the  documents 
are  not  arranged  consecutively  ; and  in  one  they  are  without 
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cover,  and  many  are  loose  ; and  the  series  has  many  consider- 
able gaps.  With  the  exception  of  three  acccounts  of  S. 
Christopher’s  light  which  belong  to  the  years  1494,  1497,  1498, 
almost  all  are  of  the  16th  century.  There  seem  to  be  60 
Churchwardens’  accounts,  the  earliest  being  for  1506  ; and  45 
accounts  of  the  Town  Stock,  one  of  date  1519,  and  the  rest 
from  1543  to  1594,  8 years  being  missing. 

Besides  the  16th  century  accounts  referred  to  above  there  is 
a complete  list  of  “ Lands  letten  ” from  1592  to  1619.  These 
were  sometimes  let  upon  conditions  : “provided  with  condycon 
John  Hargrave  to  have  time  for  y®  gatheren  his  Bed  [reed] 
groinge  in  y®  same  untill  our  Lady  day  next  ” (1608) : “ pro- 
vided y®  towne  shall  fence  y®  same  [3  acres  in  Spittlefield] 
against  y®  marshe  ” (1608):  “ with  the  condition  that  the  said 
Abraham  [Belgrave]  he  shall  not  dame  anney  money  for  the 
dickeing  of  y®  said  vj  acres”  (1609):  “Md  it  is  agreed  by 
these  Tenants  which  hath  hired  the  towne  Land  at  this  account 
that  for  everrey  acer  that  they  shall  plowe  up  after  this  present 
february  1611  shall  paye  for  everrey  acer  they  shall  so  plowe 
and  convirt  into  tilledge  the  same  of  xls.”  (1612):  Widow 
Joones  is  granted  a lease  for  20  years  at  8s.  an  acre  on  con- 
dition “that  shee  shall  not  fell  nor  Cutt  aney  part  of  the 
wood”  (1617). 

The  parish  meetings  were  sometimes  held  in  the  Church  on 
Sundays,  after  Evening  Prayer.  Parish  Officers,  other  than 
Churchwardens,  are  first  noted  at  Easter  Day,  12  Apr.  1612, 
when  we  read  of  Sidesmen  and  Overseers  for  the  Poor.  The 
former  were  afterwards  called  Questmen,  and  the  latter 
Collectors  for  the  Poor.  In  1615  were  appointed  Surveyors 
for  minworkes. 

The  office  of  Churchwarden  was  not  always  in  request,  as 
appears  by  the  following  memorandum  : — 

Md  that  it  is  agreed  be  all  this  paryshe  of  Leveryngton  that  what  man 
is  chosen  chirchwarden  & revoke  it  & will  not  do  his  dewte  accordyng  as 
All  other  persons  have  don  be  for  tyme  he  that  refuse  the  ofEyce  of  chirch- 
wardenshipe  doyng  schall  pay  to  the  chirch  of  Leveryngton  vj^  viij<^  to  the 
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reparacon  of  the  saide  chirche  this  grement  made  the  vjtii  yer  of  Kyng 
Herry  the 

The  letters  nr  in  the  name  Henry  are  nearly  always  written  rr. 

In  1575,  for  some  reason  which  is  not  given,  the  church- 
wardens of  the  year  were  deprived  of  their  office,  apparently 
by  order  of  the  Bishop  of  Ely.  In  the  heading  of  the  accounts 
for  that  year  the  period  covered  is  at  first  entered  “ffrom 
caldilmas  laste  paste  Anno  dni  1575  untill  y®  same  feaste 
1576”;  but  the  words  after  “untill”  are  scratched  through, 
and  for  them  these  are  inserted  ‘ ‘ soche  tyme  as  they  were 

depryved  y*"  of  [thereof]  by  my  ab ” And  the  heading 

of  the  following  account,  which  is  much  torn  at  the  edge,  speaks 
of  the  new  churchwardens  ‘ ‘ synce  soche  tyme  as  ...  . entred 
y’in  [therein]  after  Harbottle  & Thomas  Jone  ....  lorde  of 
Ely  his  order.” 

Other  officials  named  in  different  places  are.  Church  Eeves 
(same  as  Churchwardens),  Church  Masters  (connected  with  one 
of  the  Gilds),  Dykereeves,  Constables,  Clerk  of  the  Parish. 

What  is  called  “The  Town  Stock”  appears  to  have  been 
something  rather  unusual  ; and  it  would  be  interesting  to  hear 
of  other  similar  instances.  For  besides  the  land  belonging  to 
the  Churchwardens  from  which  rents  were  received  each  year, 
there  was  an  amount  of  cash  that  was  advanced  on  loan  in 
small  sums  to  farmers  and  others.  How  this  money  was 
acquired  does  not  appear.  There  is  frequent  mention  of 
legacies  left  “ to  the  town,”  and  it  is  possible  that  the  loan-fund 
was  made  up  of  these.  The  borrowers  always  had  to  provide 
sureties  for  the  repayment  of  the  loan  ; and  they  paid  interest 
at  the  substantial  rate  of  two  shillings  in  the  pound  'per  annum. 
The  annual  meeting  for  arranging  the  loans  was  held  on  or 
near  Plough  Monday,  whence  came  the  name  of  Plough  Light. 
These  are  some  of  the  entries  relating  to  this. 

Theis  be  y®  plowe  stock  Recnynge  In  the  xxxv  yere  Off  Kyng  Herry 
ye  viijte. 

At  the  end  of  the  accounts  of  1567  ; — 
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Mm  is  agreed  that  ev’ye  of  the  aforesaid  persons  havinge  of  the 
stocke  as  aforesaid  schalbe  attendant  ye  next  yere  of  settyng  forthe  the 
plowgh  as  hath  ben  accustomed  upon  payn  of  everye  man  that  dothe  not 
his  dylygence  to  forfeit  ij<t  to  the  sayd  stocke. 

A similar  note  occurs  at  the  end  of  the  next  years  accounts : 
it  was  agreed  by  common  consent 

that  at  all  tymes  from  hensforthe  forever  all  & ev’y  person  (whosoev’) 
havinge  eny  of  y®  sayd  stocke  shall  w^out  eny  alleadgnt  denyall  or  delaye 
paye  wyllynglye  their  foreplowghe  whether  he  or  they  have  it  one  yeare  ij 
yeares  or  more  or  lesse  & to  be  attendance  at  y®  settynge  forthe  of  y® 
plowghe  ev’y  yeare 

under  a penalty,  as  previously,  of  two  pence. 

The  Eekonynge  of  A certen  Stocke  apperteynynge  to  thinhabytants 
there  taken  the  xijcii  daye  of  Januarye  Anno  xvCo  RRne  Eliz.  [&c.  1672]. 

The[se]  be  the  receyts  of  divers  persons  for  the  lyght  called  corps  xpi 
[Corpus  Christi]  otherwys  called  the  plow  lyght  y®  xjct  yer  of  Kyng  Herry 
the  viijcti. 

A Eekonynge  made  afore  the  inhabytants  there  on  plowe  mondaye  y® 
viijcii  of  Januarye  A®  E E^®  Elizabeth  ....  xviij®  1676  of  the  stocke  of 
moneye  apperteynge  to  y®  same  Towneshippe  as  folowethe. 

The  first  volume  was  produced  in  evidence  in  a case  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  on  24  June  1691.  After  the  1619  accounts 
a memorandum  of  that  date  says  : — “This  booke  prod  weed  & 
shewne  to  Thomas  Johnson  Gen*  at  the  tyme  of  his  Exaiacon 
to  the  fourth  Interr[ogatory]  on  the  part  of  the  defts.”  This 
is  signed  by  two  “appointed  to  Examine  Witnesses,”  Josh. 
Colvile  and  Jo.  Johnson. 

As  a specimen  of  the  Churchwardens’  accounts  we  here  give 
in  extenso  those  drawn  up  3 Oct.,  1518.  It  will  be  seen  how 
many  points  there  are  of  interest  : such  as,  the  payments  to 
the  Constables  of  Wisbech  under  the  name  of  “the  taske  ” (is 
this  a variation  of  “ tax  ” ?) : the  Watchers  of  the  Sepulchre  : 
Cross- Week,  when  the  Procession  took  place : Soulmas  (All 
Souls’  Day) : Outdraft,  for  a fair  copy  of  a document : Berdroll, 
apparently  Bederoll,  list  of  benefactors  : “In  grett,”  meaning 
according  to  agreement : Synage,  probably  Synodals : one 
day’s  work  called  a “deed”:  a certain  quantity  called  a 
“serten.” 

Compotus  Jobannis  Edward  tailo*^  et  Eicardi  Herry  prepositorum 
ecclesie  Sancti  leonardi  de  leverygton  facta  iij®i®  die  mensis  Octobris 
Anno  Dni  Ml“io  CCCCC“®  decimo  octavo 

First  paid  to  Walter  Schrefe  of  his  wages  the  yer  beforn  xiij®  iiij*^ 

It’  to  Will™  Baxster  for  makynge  of  ij  bellropys ij®  iiij<i 
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It'  to  Doctor  Thornborogh  for  Kent  dew  unto  hym  ... 
It’  in  exspnc’  on  Halowmes  nyght  Amongethe  Eyngers... 

It’  paid  to  the  parische  clerke  the  same  nyght 

It’  to  the  Constabuls  of  Wisbech  for  the  taske  on  that  syde 
It’  to  the  Constabuls  of  Leveryngton  for  the  taske  ther... 
It’  to  Thomas  Leynham  for  Kent  longyng  to  my  lord  of 

Ely  & to  Mr  Carvell 

It’  to  the  same  Thomas  for  Rent  of  the  comon  land  for  ij 

yeris  past  

It’  to  Willm  Cobelar  for  makynge  of  iij  new  bawdrykes 
It’  paid  for  lynend  cloth  to  mend  the  Surples  & the 

Awbes  & thred  with  the  werkmanschip  

It’  paid  to  Willm  Rudston  for  A copy  out  of  the  spiritual! 

cort  for  John  Everard 

It’  paid  to  Th  Halyday  Walter  Schrefe  & Willm  Buschop 

for  mendyng  of  A belstrynge 

It’  to  Ric  Kerry  for  mending  of  a crest  in  Pokeldrove  for 

the  chirchland 

It’  to  Ric  Thormer  for  a bokyll  makynge  to  A bawdryke 
It’  in  exspnc’  for  makynge  of  the  town  wax  at  Estern  ... 
It’  to  John  Reynant  for  makyng  of  the  wax  the  same 

tyme  

It’  to  Walter  Schrefe  in  party  of  payment  of  his  wages 

at  candilmes 

It’  to  Kateryn  Dunche  for  bred  & alle  for  the  wecchers  of 

the  Sepulcur 

It’  in  exspnc’  for  takynge  down  of  the  Sepulcur 

It’  paid  to  the  pleyars  in  cyrstmes  tyme  

It’  paid  for  bred  and  alle  in  crosweke  for  Sent  Johns 

procession 

It’  paid  for  the  Obytte  of  John  Temar  

It’  paid  to  John  Odam  the  parisch  clerke  fuffillyng  his 

wages 

It’  paid  for  A serten  of  lynend  cloth  to  the  chirch 

It’  paid  for  the  makyng  of  iij  Surples  & an  Awbe  w^  the 

Amys  & for  the  mending  of  thre  old  Surples 

It’  to  John  Olden  for  wax  to  Soulmes  lyght 

It’  paid  for  the  outedrawte  of  the  official!  cortt  for  the 

obytte 

It’  in  exspnc’  the  same  tyme  ther  

It’  paid  for  Weschynge  of  the  chirche  clothes 

It’  paid  for  the  obyte  of  Davy  Laund  (?)  w^  the  berdroll 

It’  paid  for  mendynge  of  the  Orgons  in  grett  

It’  to  Willm  Duff  eld  in  A reward  for  his  exspnc’ 

It’  to  Thomas  Halyday  for  beryng  of  the  crosse  in 

crosweke  

It’  paid  for  Gyrdyls  to  the  preste  w^  whytt  thred  

It’  to  Laur’  Hunt  for  a serten  of  obligacons  & the  copy  of 

Hew  Plomers  Will  

It’  to  Ric  Temar  for  Synage  & proxy 

It’  to  the  plomer  for  mendinge  of  defawts  in  the  chirch 

by  grett 

It’  for  bordynge  of  the  same  plomer  the  same  tyme  

It’  in  exspnc’  the  same  tyme  for  John  Edward  tendyng 

on  hym  

It’  to  the  same  plomer  for  A dayes  deed  A bowte  the 

stepull 

It’  for  iiij  li  of  Sowdyr  bowtt  to  the  werke  


vjd 
iiijs  vijd 

viijd 

ijs  xd 

ixs  viijd 
xxiiijs  xjd 
viijd 

ijS  yd 

xvj<i 

iiijd 

iijd 


xxijd 

XS 

xiij<i 

viijd 

xvjd 

xix<i 


yS  yd 

ixs  iiij<i 

xxij<i 

xxjd 
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iiijd 
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ijS  yjd 
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It’  to  Walter  clerke  at  lames  tyme  for  his  wages 

It’  to  John  Keynam  for  xj  li  wax  viijd  the  ps  vijs  hijd 

It’  to  the  same  John  for  makynge  of  Ihus  [Jesus]  lyght  vij^ 

It’  for  nayll  bowte  to  the  chirch ob 

It’  to  Everard  Gyrthar  for  mendynge  A bawdry ke ij^ 

It’  to  Laurens  Hunt  for  Sertfynge  the  cownts  upon  the 

fyll  iiij'i 

It’  in  exspnc’  at  Wisbech  & in  other  placs  A geyns  Eic 

Koydon  ijs  iiijd 

It’  in  exspnc’  at  Thomas  Lombes  for  Thomas  Leynham...  ijd 

It’  in  exspnc’  at  the  Generali  cortte  at  Wisbech  for  the 

qwestmen  ijs 

It’  in  exspnc’  at  Thomas  Lombes  for  the  rekonnyng  of 

Hew  Plome  xj^ 

It’  in  exspnc’  at  the  end  makyng  for  Vycarys  money xviijd 

It’  for  wrytyng  by  the  yer  xvj^ 

It’  for  V potts  of  oyll  to  the  laumpe  every  potte  vjd  sum  ijs  vjd 

It’  for  fowyng  of  the  stepull  & beryng  & fecchyng  down 

the  re  wells xij^ 

It’  for  mendyng  of  the  chirch  walls  in  grett  iiij^ 

It’  for  A dayes  dychynge  in  the  londs  in  Snailcrofte iiij<i 

It’  in  exspnc’  for  the  cowntyng  of  the  boke  & the  endyng 
of  owr  count iijd 

S^m  to<^.  soluc’ ixii  ^ix^  ob 

Theis  be  the  receytys  that  John  Edward  tailo^^  and  Kic  Herry  chirch- 
wardens  Abovesaid 

first  rec’  of  Thomas  Asche  for  ferm  of  lond iiijs 

It’  rec’  of  Kobt  Asche  for  ferm  of  lond iiijs 

It’  rec’  of  John  Peerson  sen’  for  ferm  of  lond vjd 

It’  rec’  of  Marten  Peerson  for  ferm  of  lond vs 

It’  rec’  of  Thomas  Frynge  for  ferm  of  lond ys 

It’  rec’  of  Eic’  Sew  for  ferm  of  lond ijs  iiijd 

It’  rec’  of  Willm  Peerson  for  ferm  of  lond  xviijd 

It’  rec’  of  the  Gaderyng  in  the  chirch  on  Halowmes  Day  iiijs  iijjd 

It’  rec’  of  Eic’  Frynge  for  ferm  of  lond vjs  viijd 

It’  rec’  of  Laurens  Tygo  for  ferm  of  lond iiijs 

It’  rec’  of  Nich  Fendyke  for  ferm  of  lond  iijs  iiijd 

It’  rec’  of  Eobt  Frynge  for  ferm  of  lond viijs  viij<i 

It’  rec’  of  Thomas  Akyr  for  ferm  of  lond xx<i 

It’  rec’  of  John  Peerson  at  Cooke  for  ferm  of  lond xxj^ 

It’  rec’  of  John  Herry  for  ferm  of  lond iiijs 

It’  rec’  of  Eobt  Edward  for  ferm  of  lond iiijs 

It’  rec’  of  Willm  Adam  for  ferm  of  lond  vjs 

It’  rec’  of  Eic’  Barett  for  ferm  of  lond ijs  iiijd 

It’  rec’  of  Willm  Temar  for  ferm  of  lond xx<i 

It’  rec’  of  Eic’  Clers  for  ferm  of  lond xijd 

It’  rec’  of  John  Cresy  of  his  dett  vjs  viijd 

It’  rec’  of  the  Gaderyng  for  the  Pascall  & Ely  farthyngs  vjs  ijd 

It’  rec’  on  Parsondrove  toward  the  clerks  wags vjs 

It’  rec’  of  John  Everard  for  the  chirch  dett xxs 

It’  rec’  of  Herry  Calow  for  the  halfyeris  ferm xxixs  ijd 

It’  rec’  of  John  Vycary  for  the  end  of  the  Grement  for 

Matson  xx® 

It’  rec’  of  John  Peerson  for  the  orgon  lond iiijs 

It’  rec’  of  Thomas  Mees  for  the  overplus  of  An  Obytte...  ijs 

It’  rec’  of  John  Cresy  of  his  therow  payment vjs  viijd 
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It’  rec’  of  Marten  Person  for  ferm  of  lond  ijs 

It’  rec’  of  Thomas  Akyr  for  ferm  of  lond ijs 

Sm  to^  rec’ ij®  jd 

Theis  be  the  detts  owyng  to  the  chirch  at  this  day 

First  Thomas  Ashe  d’ iiijs 

Robt  Asshe  d’  iiijs 

Robt  Frynge  d’ viijs  viij<i 

John  Everyd  of  Wyddylsay  d’  xxs 


1323, — King  John’s  Treasure  in  the  Wash  (1297). — In 

reference  to  the  supposed  finding  of  a silver  cup  in  the  Wash, 
of  which  mention  is  made  in  your  last  number  of  Fenland 
Notes  and  Qu&ries,  I had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  so-called 
cup  soon  after  it  was  purchased  by  the  present  owner.  The 
vessel  appeared  to  me  to  be  of  that  hard  pewter  which  is 
usually  lacquered  and  called  French  Bronze. 

It  was  evidently  never  intended  f or«  a cup,  as  it  had  no  lip, 
and  was  not  even  straight-sided,  the  top  curving  inward.  It 
had  on  each  side  narrow  “rudimentary”  sort  of  handles, 
square  at  the  top.  I have  seen  them  occasionally  with  a ring 
added  ; these  rose  above  the  top  of  the  vessel.  There  was 
some  embossing  near  the  handles  ; but  the  whole  had  been 
cast,  not  wrought  ; and  the  so-called  date  had  been  stamped 
in  the  mould,  and  appeared  at  the  bottom  in  relief,  being 
doubtless  the  registered  number  of  some  design.  I formed 
the  opinion  that  it  was  the  bottom  of  an  old  moderator  lamp 
which  had  probably  been  thrown  away  by  some  passing 
vessel.  A.  E.  C. 

1324. — Land  Sold  for  Taxes  (1026). — An  article  on  this 
subject  appeared  four  years  ago.  I now  send  some  further 
particulars. 

Since  the  drainage  rates  in  the  north  part  of  the  Bedford 
Level  have  been  reduced  from  10s.  2^d.  to  Is.  per  acre,  the 
attention  of  small  owners  has  been  drawn  to  the  Adventurers’ 
Tax,  still  collected,  and  the  question  is  often  asked,  Why 
should  this  continue  ? and.  Why  should  one  parcel  of  land  be 
taxed  from  to  3s.  8d.  more  per  acre  than  that  adjoining  ? 
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Lands  so  taxed  are  not  all  situated  together  in  districts,  but 
they  are  in  detached  parcels  distributed  in  a seeming  erratic 
manner  throughout  the  Level.  Briefly  the  origin  of  Adven- 
turers’ Lands  was  as  follows.  The  contract  with  the  Earl  of 
Bedford,  dated  16  June,  1630,  provided  that  he  was  to  have 
95,000  acres  of  “Drowned  Lands”  in  satisfaction  for  his 
trouble  and  outlay.  He  selected  thirteen  persons  of  rank  and 
fortune  to  join  him  in  the  enterprise.  The  terms  of  their 
agreement  are  contained  in  a deed  known  as  the  Indenture  of 
fourteen  parts.  The  Earl  and  his  Participants,  as  the  first 
adventurers,  were  afterwards  generally  called  Adventurers. 
They  divided  the  Level  into  twenty  lots  or  parts ; and 
assigned  over  certain  portions  of  their  shares. 

Troublous  times  followed.  The  drainage  was  neglected.  The 
works  of  the  Adventurers  were  allowed  to  decay.  Persecution 
and  ruin  overtook  men  who  had  thought  they  were  engaging 
in  a patriotic  public  enterprise.  The  Earl  was  compelled  to 
sell  valuable  estates  on  account  of  these  reverses,  while  many 
of  his  associates  fled  the  country,  or,  if  they  remained,  lived 
in  penury  and  obscurity.  It  is  said  of  Francis,  4th  Earl,  who 
died  9 May,  1641,  that  he  was  “a  victim  of  disappointed 
hopes,  lacerated  feelings,  and  bitter  ingratitude,” 

The  first  specific  Act  for  general  drainage  of  the  Great  Level 
was  passed  29  May,  1649.  Like  all  other  Acts  passed  during 
the  Commonwealth  that  were  not  re-enacted  after  the  Eestora- 
tion,  this  was  called  the  “Pretended  Act.”  In  it  the  original 
Adventurers  are  called  Participants  ; and  those  who  subse- 
quently adventured  for  a share  of  the  twenty  lots  were  styled 
Adventurers. 

In  1650  the  Great  Level  was  divided  into  the  North,  Middle, 
and  South  Levels : and  Vermuyden  became  Superintendent. 
In  1651  5,900  acres  of  land  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Arundel 
were  sold  for  3s.  ^d.  an  acre.  He  is  reported  to  have  said  he 
would  pay  no  more  taxes,  and  they  might  dispose  of  his  land 
as  they  thought  fit.  He  took  no  further  interest  in  the  drainage 
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schemes.  The  necessary  works  were  not  carried  on  without 
considerable  interruptions  and  temporary  delays.  Sometimes 
these  were  due  to  pecuniary  difficulties,  sometimes  to  hostile 
appeals,  sometimes  to  want  of  labour.  To  get  over  this  last 
trouble  Scotch  prisoners  from  Dunbar,  in  1650,  Dutchmen 
after  the  defeat  of  Van  Tromp,  in  1652,  French  refugees,  and 
others,  were  employed  under  the  auspices  of  the  Earl  of 
Bedford  in  the  drainage  works  until  1654.  In  1653  the 
drainage  of  the  Company  was  said  to  be  complete : and  a 
Thanksgiving  Service  was  held  in  Ely  Cathedral. 

The  protection  and  preservation  of  the  drainage  works,  the 
taxation,  and  fines  for  non-payment  of  taxes,  were  all  con- 
firmed by  Parliament,  22  June,  1657. 

All  conveyances  of  land  by  indenture  were  to  be  registered 
in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose.  Such  an  indenture,  conveying 
102  acres  for  the  sum  of  £3.  19s.  4d.,  being  the  amount  of 
unpaid  taxes  and  penalties,  is  given  at  full  at  Vol.  VI.,  p.  20. 
This  registration  of  title  was  repealed  by  the  Act  of  1857,  a 
retrogade  movement  uncalled  for  by  owners  generally. 

S.  Egar. 

1325 - ProYince  of  Marshland. — Mr.  Aubrey  Stewart, 
in  his  most  interesting  notes  on  the  Fenland  Lightermen 
(1269),  says,  “The  region  between  Denver  and  Lynn  is  not 
Fen  [Fenland  (?)] : it  is  the  ‘ancient  Province  of  Marshland.’” 
How  came  this  tract  to  be  called  an  “ancient  province,”  and 
where  can  I find  an  account  of  it  ? W.D. 

1 326.— Goddard  Family. —It  may  be  interesting  to 
genealogists  to  know  that  in  Miscellanea  Genealogica  et 
Heraldica,  commencing  in  the  issue  for  September,  1907,  are 
appearing  abstracts  of  the  Goddard  wills  at  Somerset  House, 
from  1607.  The  family  was  connected  with  Norfolk,  Suffolk, 
and  some  place  in  the  Fens.  An  earlier  set  of  abstracts, 
1417 — 1604,  appeared  in  Vol.  VII.  of  Mr.  F.  A.  Crisp’s 
Fragmenta  Genealogica,  B.W.K.G. 
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1 327— Cambridge  and  Lynn : Complaint  and  Answer. — 

These  two  documents  are  given  in  the  Lansdowne  MSS.,  Vol. 
84,  Nos.  25,  26.  But  they  are  bound  in  wrong  order,  that  is 
to  say,  the  Answer  is  given  before  the  Complaint.  The  en- 
dorsement of  the  Complaint  is  nearly  illegible : it  is  dated  11 
Junij  1594  (or  perhaps  1599).  A pencil  date,  1597,  in  a very 
much  later  hand,  on  the  second  document,  does  not,  however, 
agree  with  either  of  these  dates. 

It  does  not  appear  precisely  to  whom  the  Complaint  was 
addressed. 

A waye,  or  waighe,  of  salt  seems  to  have  been  something 
under  ten  gallons.  A chaldron  of  coals  is  properly  12  sacks, 
each  containing  three  heaped  bushels.  A mett  is  defined  as 
an  old  Saxon  measure  holding  “about”  a bushel. 

[The  Complaint.] 

In  ou^’  most  hnmble  manner  Wee  beseche  vonr  Honorable  Lordships 
favorablie  to  tender  the  estate  of  our  pore  Countrye,  the  Countie  of  Cam- 
bridge, beinge  diversly  iniuried  and  oppressed  bv  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  eig'htene  of  the  Common  Counsell  of  the  Towne  of  Kings  Lvnn;  Name- 
lie  in  this.  That  wher  the  comraoditie  of  this  our  Country  standeth  cheifelv 
upon  come,  wch  in  times  oast  hath  usuallv  bene  transported  to  the  said 
Towne  of  Linn  ; No  we  of  late,  they  of  Linn  will  suffer  no  other  but  free 
Burgesses  of  theire  owne  Towne  to  have  anie  laier  or  chamber  roome  to  laye 
come  in  ; utterly  discorageth  all  such  as  use  the  trade  of  transportinge 
come.  And  will  in  time,  tend  to  the  undoinge  of  the  pore  Husbandmen  of 
this  Countrie,  yf  they  may  not  have  rent  for  theire  come.  And  they  of 
Linn  have  also  of  longe  time,  in  like  manner,  iniuried  our  Countrie  men, 
by  usinge  to  buy  and  receave  come  by  A Busshell  stryked  w^h  a rowle,  and 
beinge  more  in  measure,  then  there  measure  is  whereby  they  deliver  salt 
and  sea  Coales.  And  they  exact  also  of  every  Alien  for  every  Quarter  of 
come  shipped  there,  two  pence.  And  A penny,  for  every  Quarter  shipped 
by  any  Inglishe  subiect,  not  beinge  A free  Burgesse  of  Linn.  And  where 
oui’  Country  ('beinge  destitute  of  wood")  is  driven  to  buy  greate  store  of 
sea  coales  at  Linn,  They  of  Linn  (for  theire  owne  private  commoditie)  have 
levied  an  imposicon  of  fower  pence  upon  everv  Chalder  of  coales ; And  an 
other  like  imposicon  of  syx  pence  upon  every  waye  of  salt : W^ii  tendeth 
greatlie  to  the  burden  and  oppression  of  ou^”  poore  Country  : for  the  ease 
whereof.  Wee  whose  names  here  under  be  subscribed,  have  thoughte  it  ou^ 
bownden  dueties  to  crave  you^  Honorable  and  favorable  consideracons  upon 
the  premisses. 

Fra  : Hynde  Jhon  Cutts 

Fitzraff  Chamb(er)leyn  Tho  : Wendy  Thomas 
Chicheley.  Anthonv  Cage  John  Hutton 
Eic  Aunger  Henrie  Vernon  Henry  Holford 
Fr : Brakin  Ed  ; Ellis 
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[The  Answer.] 

The  causes  for  the  supples  finde  them  selves  grieved  been  fowre  in 
Nomber. 

1  The  firste  is  that  they  of  Lynne  doe  not  suffer  straungers  to  have 
anie  Layer  or  Chamber  cometh  to  lay  up  ther  Come  in  Lynne. 

The  Aunswerre. 

1 It  is  graunted  to  the  Mayor  and  burgesses  of  Lynne  by  Chre  from 
tyme  to  tyme  confirmed  by  her  Ma^i®  and  her  noble  progenito^^®  that  they 

the  Recorder  for  the  tyme  being  may  make  orders  and  constitucons  for 
the  rule  and  profit!  of  the  Towne. 

2 Ther  was  an  auncient  order  had  been  longe  contynewed  and 
never  frustrated  was  to  this  effecte  that  none  shoulde  Lett  to  farme 
anie  come  Chambers  in  Lynne  to  any  straungers  w®^  about  viijt  yeares  past 
was  Renewed  this  proviso  being  added  therunto  that  the  same  mighte  be 
dispensed  wt^all  by  the  Mayor  and  certenn  of  the  Aldermenn  if  neede 
shall  require. 

The  reason  wheruppon  the  same  order  is  grounded  is  yt  those  of 
Chambridgshire  and  suche  as  bring  Come  to  Lynne  shoulde  sell  it  accordinge 
to  the  price  of  the  Market!  or  otherwise  carrie  it  to  some  other  place  att 
their  pleasure. 

And  it  woulde  followe  if  all  straungers  and  Growers  of  Come  shoulde 
have  Come  Chambers  in  Lynne  att  their  pleasures  then  the  Marchaunte 
trade  their  shoulde  be  overthrowne  and  the  Market!  and  people  greatly 
hindered. 

They  of  Chambridgsh^  be  not  denied  by  anie  order  to  bringe  ther  Come 
to  Lynne  nor  to  Carrie  by  that  River  to  any  other  place  but  ther  are  not 
anie  of  them  that  canne  be  discouraged  from  transportacon  of  Come  beyonde 
the  Seas  for  that  they  have  not  used  the  same. 

2 The  seconde  is  that  they  of  Lynne  doe  use  to  buye  and  Receave 
Come  by  a bushell  stryked  w^ii  a Rowle  beinge  greater  in  Measure  then  the 
Measure  Wherby  they  deliver  Salte  and  Sea  Coales. 

The  Answerre 

The  bushell  and  Rowle  have  been  used  in  Lynne  as  nowe  it  is  tyme 
W^iiout  Memory  xxviijti  yeares  or  theraboute  being  altered  by  the 
Mayor  of  Lynne  was  againe  brought  to  the  former  Course  as  nowe  it  is  by 
the  Comandement  of  her  Ma^i®s  Previe  Counsell  or  some  of  them  upon 
Complt  of  her  Mamies  Purveyor  for  Barwicke  and  all  Merchaunts  of  the  same 
Towne  doe  aswell  sell  as  buy  by  that  Measure. 

The  Measure  for  salte  is  in  suche  order  as  heretofore  hathe  been 
accustomed  and  yett  they  Confesse  the  same  is  not  x gallons  accordinge 
to  the  Rate  of  the  Wotter  measure.  And  if  the  suppR®  have  anie  cause  to 
finde  faulte  w^ii  the  Measure  of  coales  it  is  not  the  faulte  of  Lynne  Measure 
but  by  the  Meanes  of  the  Chambridge  menu  and  others  that  buy  Coales  at 
Lynne  and  Carrie  them  into  that  Countrye  for  that  they  doe  buy  att  Lynne 
xvj  Metts  heaped  for  a Chalder  being  soulde  for  xxxij  bushelles  and  they 
make  of  the  said  xvj  Metts  a Chalder  and  x®ii  or  xij  Bushelles  moore. 

3 In  that  they  take  of  every  Alyane  for  every  quarter  of  Come 
shipped  ther  ij^i  and  a penney  for  every  quarter  shipped  by  anie  Englishe 
subiect  not  being  a free  Burgesse  of  Lynne. 

The  Aunswerre. 

They  take  the  Tolies  of  Come  by  the  Auncient  custome  of  the  Towne 
for  w®^  emongest  others  they  paie  a yearlie  fee  farme  to  her  Ma^i®  howbeit 
they  take  not  anie  Tolle  for  Come  shipped  or  Carried  from  thence  by  anie 
of  the  Burgesses  Inhabitinge  w^iiin  the  Towne  of  Chambridge  nor  of  anie 
others  that  are  aunciently  priviledged. 

4 That  they  of  Lynne  have  laid  an  Imposition  of  iiij^i  of  every  Chalder 
of  Coales  and  sixe  pence  of  every  Waighe  of  salte. 
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The  Aunswerre. 

Ther  is  a like  Constitucon  lately  Eevived  the  like  Wherof  was  in 
auncient  tyme  to  the  effecte  y*  every  burgesse  of  Lynne  that  buy  any 
Sea  coales  of  forreyners  or  straungers  to  sell  againe  shall  paie  fowre 
pence  of  everie  Chalder. 

The  Consideracon  Wherfore  this  order  was  Eevived  was  for  the 
Maynetenaunce  of  the  poore  people  w^i^  be  lately  verie  muche  encreased 
w^Mn  the  said  Towne  of  Lynne  insomuche  that  otherwise  they  were  not 
liable  to  Mayneteigne  them,  the  Eevennewes  being  so  small  and  the  Towne 
so  sorre  chardged  otherwise. 

And  if  this  order  had  not  been  the  Owners  of  shippes  W^^in  Lynne 
coulde  not  Mayneteigne  ther  shippinge  for  that  they  of  New  Castle  from 
whence  the  Sea  Coales  are  broughte  doe  cause  the  Burgesses  and  Inhabi- 
taunts  of  Lynne  to  paie  iij<i  att  the  least  in  a Chalder  moore  then  anie 
other  of  her  Mamies  subiects. 

They  made  the  like  constitucon  concerninge  the  payment  of  vjd  in 
every  Waighe  of  white  salte  brought  in  by  straungers  in  Straungers  shippes 
and  boughte  by  anie  Burgesse  of  the  same  Towne,  and  was  to  the  use  of 
the  poore  as  afordsaide. 

Theis  Constitucons  be  not  made  to  bynde  anie  save  only  free  Burgesses 
of  the  same  Towne  of  Lynne. 

(Endorsed.) 

The  Aunswerre  of  the  Mayor  and  Burgesses  of  Kinges  Lynn  to  the 
Compieynt  of  the  Justices  and  the  towne  of  Cambrige. 

[in  pencil]  1697. 

1328— Old  Stone  near  Wyberton  (1306). — Thomas 
Allen,  in  his  History  of  the  County  of  Lincoln  (published  in 
1830),  page  12,  in  referring  to  the  old  Saltway,  quotes  from 
Stukeley’s  Iter.  Cur.,  page  14,  as  follows  : — 

“ I have  little  doubt  in  supposing  that  a Eoman  road  was 
drawn  from  the  northern  high  country  about  Bolingbroke  by 
Stickford,  Stickney,  Sibsey,  &c.,  and  so  to  Boston  river,  about 
Eedstone-Gowt,  where  it  passed  it  by  a ferry.  I have  fancied 
to  myself  that  several  parcels  of  it  are  plainly  Eoman,  by  the 
straightness  and  by  the  gravelly  bottom.  From  thence  to 
Kirton  it  is  indubitably  so,  being  laid  with  a very  large  bed  of 
gravel ; and  just  a mile  from  the  river  is  a stone,  now  called 
the  milestone,  standing  in  a quadrivium.^  It  is  a large 
round  stone,  like  the  frustum  of  a pillar,  and  very  probably  a 
lapis  miliaris.  From  Kirton  I imagine  the  road  went  to 
Bonington,  where  it  met  the  great  and  principal  road  of  the 
country,  which  is  drawn  from  Ely  to  Sleaford,  in  a line  not 
much  different  from  a straight  one.”  J.M. 

* This  stone  may  yet  be  seen  at  the  cross  roads  nearly  opposite  to  the  Pincushion 
public  house  in  the  parish  of  Wyberton. 
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1 329. — Everard  Family. — A family  of  this  name  is  known 

to  have  been  resident  at  Leverington  in  the  14th  century.  The 
name  is  spelt  Evered,  Everitt,  and  Everard,  indifferently. 
Can  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  whether  John  Evered,  who 
held  the  manor  of  Ingoldsby  in  1554,  was  related  to  the 
Leverington  Everards  ? Also  whether  William,  of  Walcot, 
son  of  John  Evered,  of  Pickworth  (1562),  moved  to  Welby 
after  his  father’s  death  ? C.  B.  Drake. 

1 330. — Plague  in  1720. — Among  our  parish  papers  is  a 
Form  of  Prayers  to  be  used  * ‘ on  all  Sundays,  Wednesdays, 
and  Fridays,  during  the  Continuance  of  our  Danger  from  the 
Plague.'’ 

I can  find  nothing  about  any  visitation  of  the  Plague  in 
1720,  the  date  of  the  issue  of  these  prayers.  Is  it  possible  that 
they  were  published  in  anticipation,  because  there  was  a fear 
that  the  pestilence,  which  seems  to  have  been  prevalent 
abroad,  might  reach  our  shores  ? I am  led  to  this  surmise  by 
the  wording  of  the  prayers  themselves.  They  nowhere  speak 
as  if  the  Plague  was  actually  here,  but  as  if  it  might  come. 
They  dwell  mostly  upon  the  need  of  being  prepared  for  death ; 
“ Grant  us  therefore  Grace  to  seek,  and  to  secure  that  Pardon 
to  day,  which  we  may  otherwise  never  obtain  to  all  Eternity.” 

One  of  the  prayers  begins  thus  : — 

O Most  rig:hteous  God,  and  merciful  Father,  who  by  Thy  dreadful 
Plagues  and  Afflictions  with  which  thou  has  visited  other  Nations,  and  by 
thy  long-suffering  towards  us,  hast  shewed  the  Severity  of  thy  Judgments 
in  punishing,  or  trying,  of  them  ; and  the  Riches  of  thy  Mercy  in  hitherto 
sparing,  and  forbearing  us ; We  most  humbly  beseech  thee,  in  thy 
Judgment  to  remember  Mercv  towards  them,  and  to  grant  us  Grace  not 
to  despise  thy  Patience  snd  Goodness  towards  us,  lest  the  same,  or  even 
some  worse,  Evil  come  unto  us. 

Further  on  is  an  entreaty  that  ‘ ‘ we  may  . . . escape  the 
Evils  we  are  afraid  of.” 

Can  any  correspondent  say  if  the  plague  really  appeared  in 
England  in  1720  ? 

The  Vicarage,  Deeping  S.  James.  S.  W.  Skene, 
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ARMS  AND  ESCUTCHEONS  OF  MARY  QUEEN  OF  SCOTS, 

FORMERLY  HANGING  IN  PETERBOROUGH  CATHEDRAL. 

[Re-drawn  from  the  Note-book  of  Nicholas  Charles.  Lancaster  Herald,  1610.] 
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1331.— Burial  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots. — The  story  of 
the  life  and  death  of  Mary  Stuart,  Queen  of  Scots,  which  has 
been  a favourite  theme  of  the  authors  of  many  nations  for  three 
centuries,  will  never  fade  away. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  who  signed  the  death  warrant,  asserted 
that  she  never  intended  the  execution  to  follow,  and  endeavoured 
to  screen  herself  from  the  abhorrence  which  the  crime  invoked 
by  conferring  on  her  victim  a royal  funeral. 

The  execution  took  place  at  Fotheringhay  Castle  on  Feb. 
8th,  1587,  N.S.,  and  the  burial,  at  Peterborough,  on  August 
1st  of  the  same  year. 

In  July  the  Privy  Council  directed  a warrant  to  Marmaduke 
Darrel  to  send  to  the  City  of  Peterborough  ten  bucks  “at  such 
time  as  is  appointed  for  the  dinner  and  supper  to  be  kept  at 
Peterborough  for  the  funeralles  of  the  late  Scotish  Queen. 
Dean  Fletcher,  who  officiated  at  the  funeral,  wrote  an  account 
of  the  solemnity,  which  is  printed  in  Gunton,  pp.  77 — 79.  It 
is  called  “ The  Manner  of  the  Solemnity  of  the  Scotish  Queens 
Funeral.”  Another  copy  is  in  the  British  Museum  Libraryj 
Sloane  MSS.  3199,  fo.  263.  There  are  a few  verbal  differences, 
but  practically  the  accounts  are  the  same. 

Darrel,  who  was  present,  relates  that  “the  chief  mourner 
offered  for  the  Queen,  attended  upon  by  all  Ladys.  The  coat, 
sword,  target  and  helmet  was  severally  carried  up  by  the  two 
Earls  of  Eutland  and  Lincoln  one  after  another  and  received 
by  the  Bishop  of  Peterborough  and  Mr.  Garter  King-at-Arms.  ”f 
The  emblems  referred  to  hung  over  the  Queen’s  grave  till  1643, 
when  the  soldiers  of  the  Parliamentary  Army  were  quartered 
in  the  City.  Dean  Patrick,  in  the  supplement  to  Gunton, 
relates  that  the  soldiers  demolished  Queen  Catherine’s  tomb 
which  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  quire,  and  “the  like  they 
had  certainly  done  to  the  Queen  of  Scots  but  that  her  Herse 
and  Pall  were  removed  with  her  Body  to  Westminster  by  King 

* Acts  of  the  P.C.,  14  July,  1587.  t Dom.  Bliz.,  203.  2. 
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James  the  first,  when  He  came  to  the  Crown.  But  what  did 
remain,  they  served  in  like  manner,  that  is,  her  Royal  Arms 
and  Escutcheons  which  hung  upon  a Pillar  near  the  place 
where  she  had  been  interr’d,  were  most  rudely  pulled  down, 
defaced  and  torn.”*  The  armorials  referred  to  are  displayed  in 
the  illustration  which  accompanies  this  note  ; they  are  taken 
from  the  note-book  of  Nicholas  Charles,  Lancaster  Herald,  who 
made  a sort  of  heraldic  tour  in  1610.  Gaches. 

1332— Court  of  Hustings,  London.— Notes  of  wills 
having  reference  to  persons  or  places  in  the  Fenland,  extracted 
from  Dr.  Sharpe’s  Calendar  of  Wills  inoved  in  Court  of 
Hustings,  London,  1258 — 1688. 

Among  persons  who  left  lands  or  tenements  in  Boston 
are : — Peter  de  Basinges,  1275  ; Richard  le  Potter,  1281 ; 
Peter  Cosin,  1292  ; Simon  Corp,  1329 ; Margery  Kynardesley, 
late  wife  of  Sir  Simon  de  Kynardesley,  Kt.,  1334-5. 

A.D.  1290 — John  de  Kyrkeby,  Bishop  of  Ely,  leaves  to  the 
bishopric  of  Ely  his  house  in  Holborn,  with  vines,  gardens,  &c. 

A.D.  1298 — William  de  Luda,  Bishop  of  Ely,  leaves  all  his 
houses  in  Holborn  to  the  bishopric  of  Ely,  except  the  vines  and 
croft,  on  payment  of  1000  marks  to  his  executors. 

After  will  of  John  de  Kyrkeby,  Sir  Wm  de  Kirkebi,  Kt., 
heir  of  testator,  challenged  the  will,  as  the  vines  bequeathed 
were  situated  without  the  liberty  of  the  city,  where  a right  heir 
cannot  be  excluded  by  bequest.  Note  after  Bishop  de  Luda’s 
will,  in  which  he  describes  the  vines  and  croft  as  “not  of  the 
liberty  of  the  Cit}q  but  are  of  the  county,”  says  that  the  ques- 
tion whether  Ely  House  stood  within  or  without  the  liberties 
of  the  City  has  more  than  once  given  rise  to  dispute.  In  1781, 
in  a trial  about  poor-rates  before  Lord  Mansfield,  it  was 
decided  that  Ely  Place  was  extra-parochial. 

* T.  Eayre,  who  made  many  drawings  of  the  Minster  in  1721,  has  left  a sketch  of 
the  helmet  and  coat  which  then  hung  in  “ australi  parte  chori.” 
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A.D.  1310-11 — Sir  Clement  the  Prior  of  Spalding  was  one 
of  the  exors.  who  proved  the  will  of  Sir  Henry  de  Lacy,  Earl 
of  Lincoln. 

A.D.  1314 — Robert  de  Astone,  stockfishmonger,  left  to  Alice 
his  wife  and  Richard  de  la  Chaumbre  his  term  in  a house  at 
S.  Botolph,  so  that  she  might  pay  each  year,  at  the  time  of  the 
fairs  held  there,  10s,  for  the  good  of  the  souls  of  Hugh  Pourte 
and  others.  Note  says  citizens  attended  these  fairs  in  such 
numbers  that  it  became  the  custom  to  suspend  the  sittings  of 
the  Court  of  Husting  for  one  month  from  17  June.  And  this 
custom  continued  long  after  the  cause  had  ceased,  and  the 
vacation  was  not  abolished  till  1416. 

A.D.  1317 — Robert  de  Lacy,  priest,  leaves  houses  in  London 
to  be  sold  & proceeds  distributed  among  poor  parishioners  of 
Tyd,  Pullom,  Barton,  Haltone  (?)  & Connyngtone. 

A.D.  1348 — Sir  Nicholas  Huberd  de  Spalding,  chaplain  in 
the  church  of  S.  Martin  Pomer  in  Irmongereslane,  occurs  as  a 
beneficiary  in  trust  under  the  will  of  Henry  Atte  Roche,  chandler. 

A.D.  1349 — William  de  Thorneye,  Pepperer.  Long  will. 
Bequests  to  the  Abbot  of  Thorney,  and  to  the  poor  called 
Bedemen  in  the  same  abbey,  and  to  other  poor  and  maim 
living  on  the  waste  ground  ( ajpud  vaccarias ) round  the  same. 
Provision  made  for  a chantry  in  the  chapel  of  S.  John  the 
Baptist  in  the  street  called  “Brodedrove”  in  Whaplode  in 
Holland,  where  testator  was  born.  To  3 nieces  leaves  parcel 
of  land  in  a place  called  Personbroderove  in  Leverington. 
Sums  of  money  to  be  distributed  among  his  poor  kinsfolk  living 
at  Crowland,  Whaplode  Drove,  and  elsewhere. 

A.D.  1349 — William,  son  of  Martin  de  Isyldon,  leaves  to  the 
Abbot  and  Convent  of  Peterborough  two  marks  annual  quitrent 
issuing  out  of  a tenement  in  the  parish  of  S.  Gregory  near  S. 
Paul’s  brewery. 

A.D.  1349-50 — Mention  in  will  of  Richard  de  Lincoln, 
fellmonger,  of  his  tenement  in  the  parish  of  Holy  Trinity, 
Lincoln,  in  street  called  “Wyckeford,” 
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A.D.  1350 — Henry  de  Causton,  mercer.  Divers  bequests  to 
rectors,  churches,  &c.,  among  them  to  the  Minoresses  of 
Waterhech  near  Cambridge.  Note  says  “An  abbey  built  by 
the  Lady  Dionisia  de  Mount-Chesny,  A.D.  1293,  in  honour  of 
the  Blessed  Virgin  and  St.  Clare  ; removed  in  A.D.  1348  to  a 
religious  house  of  the  same  order  founded  by  Mary  de  St.  Paul, 
Countess  of  Pembroke,  at  Denny.” 

A.D.  1352— Alan  Hothom,  canon  of  S.  Paul’s,  leaves  to 
certain  churches  (among  them  Somersham)  divers  sums  of 
money  and  vestments. 

A.D.  1361  — John  Eote,  fishmonger,  leaves  (with  other 
property)  to  his  wife  Alianora,  his  tenement  in  the  vill  of 
S.  Botolph  [Boston]  for  life. 

A.D.  1366 — Alan  Everard,  mercer,  makes  bequests  to  the 
church  of  S.  Peter  de  Walpole,  and  also  makes  provision  for  a 
chantry  there  to  be  founded. 

A.D.  1367 — Alderman  William  Holbech,  draper,  leaves  to 
Sir  John  de  Bukyngham,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  his  stone  cup 
(murram  meam  lapideam).  To  Holbech  church,  co.  Line.,  his 
new  missal,  and  three  cloths  of  gold  for  vestments.  To  his 
wife  for  life  his  manor  of  Frensshhall  at  Moulton. 

A.D.  1368  — John  Briklesworth  leaves  an  annual  rent 
issuing  from  tenements  at  Eothwell,  co.  Northants,  for  life,  to 
his  sister  Alianora,  a nun  of  Sempringham. 

A.D.  1383 — John  de  Guldeford  “ paneter, ” to  be  buried  in 
church  of  the  Preaching  Friars  at  Staunford.  Masses  to  be 
celebrated  in  S.  Andrew,  Staunford  : bequests  to  divers  orders 
of  friars  in  London  and  Staunford  ; to  the  nuns  of  S.  Michael, 
Staunford  ; to  the  hermits  and  anchorites  in  and  near  London 
and  Staunford  ; to  every  church  in  Staunford  where  daily  mass 
is  said. 

A.D.  1391 — Among  very  many  bequests  to  convents  and 
ecclesiastical  objects  by  William  Newport,  fishmonger,  is  one 
to  the  Abbot  and  Convent  of  Eamsey. 
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A.D.  1393-4  — Martin  Elys,  Minor  Canon  of  S.  Paul’s, 
makes  a bequest  to  Master  John  Barnet,  rector  of  the  church 
of  Leveryngton. 

A.D.  1396-97 — Will  of  Sir  William  de  Thorp,  Kt.,  was 
dated  at  Milton,  9 April,  1391.  The  places  mentioned  are 
nearly  all  perfectly  familiar  to  inhabitants  of  Peterborough  and 
the  neighbourhood  : but  Dr.  Sharpe  has  confused  some  of  these 
places  with  others  similarly  named.  The  testator  was  to  be 
buried  in  Ely  Cathedral.  His  best  beast  is  left  to  the  parish 
church  of  Caster  (manifestly  Castor,  co.  Northants,  not,  as  here 
suggested,  Caistor,  co.  Lincoln)  ; there  is  left  to  Ely  the 
advowson  of  the  church  of  Lolworth  (probably  co.  Camb.,  not 
CO.  Dorset) ; bequests  occur  to  friars  at  Stamford,  to  chantries 
at  Overton  (Orton  Longville,  or  Orton  Waterville,  co.  Hunts.), 
Histon,  CO.  Camb.,  and  Maxey,  co.  Northants.  Bequests  to 
divers  clergy,  Eichard  Wittelberie,  his  kinsman,  Eector  of 
Deeping,  co.  Line.,  Stephen  Wodell,  Vicar  of  Maxey,  Sir 
Philip  Tilney,  and  others.  Money  is  left  to  the  convent 
of  Burgh,  which  is  unquestionably  Peterborough,  and  not 
Bliburgh,  co.  Suff.  Marrham,  where  a chantry  was  to  be 
maintained  in  the  hermitage  of  S.  Guthlac,  is  not  in  Norfolk, 
but  Marholm,  co.  Northants.  Milton  (thought  by  Dr.  Sharpe 
to  be  in  Dorset)  must  be  the  seat  of  the  Eitzwilliams  in 
Marholm  parish. 

A.D.  1402 — William  Moore,  vintner,  desires  his  feoffees  of 
the  manor  of  Coldham  in  the  parish  of  Elm,  co.  Camb.,  to  sell 
his  moiety  of  the  same,  and  devote  the  proceeds  to  pious  uses. 

A.D.  1465-6 — Stephen  Brown,  grocer,  directs  his  property 
at  Bishop’s  Lynn  (in  Lenn  Episcopi)  to  be  sold  for  pious  and 
charitable  uses. 

A.D.  1517-18— Nicholas  Alwyn,  Alderman,  leaves  to  his 
executors  lands  and  tenements  in  Southwark,  and  in  Spald- 
ing ; remainder  to  his  son  Francis  and  nephew  Nicholas  in 
successive  tail ; remainder  in  trust  for  sale,  the  proceeds  to  be 
devoted  to  the  repair  of  the  parish  church  of  Spalding,  providing 
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marriage  portions  for  poor  maidens  of  Spaldmg  and  Cowbit, 
and  repairing  “noyous  heigh  waxes”  and  bridges,  &c. 

A.D.  1670-71 — Elizabeth  Pigeon,  widow,  leaves  to  her 
sister  Mary  Mountayne  her  lands  and  tenements  in  Wappecloth 
and  Holbrick  droves  (Whaplode  and  Holbech)  co.  Line. 

Ed. 

1333. — Spice  Acre  Leas. — A lease  among  Mr.  Caster’s 
purchases  from  the  Phillipps  Collection  is  interesting  from  the 
occurrence  of  the  above  expression  in  describing  the  situation 
of  the  property.  We  gather  from  it  that  the  cultivation  of 
herbs,  which  was  so  extensively  practised  in  the  Deepings  in 
the  last  century,  was  at  least  sufficiently  well  established  at 
the  time  of  this  lease  to  give  a name  to  some  land  where  the 
herbs  were  grown.  In  all  probability  a much  earlier  date 
could  be  assigned  to  the  industry. 

The  lease  is  for  one  year,  and  is  dated  27  April,  1711.  The 
indenture  is  between  Sir  Francis  Whichcote,  of  Aswarby  Hall, 
co.  Line.,  Baronet,  and  Eichard  Carwell,  of  Deeping  S.  James, 
in  the  same  county.  Yeoman.  The  property  is  thus 
described : — 

All  that  Messuage  Cottage  or  Tenement  with  a Close  of  pasture  there- 
unto adjoyning  containing  by  estimation  One  acre  be  the  same  more  or 
less  formerly  in  the  tenure  or  occupation  of  Thomas  Gayford  and  John 
Hookes  their  Undertenants  or  Assigns  scituate  standing  & being  in 
Deeping  James  in  the  County  of  Lincoln  aforesaid  in  a place  there 
called  Eastgate  which  said  Cottage  & Close  abutts  on  the  Town  Street 
Southwest  & on  certain  Spice  acre  Leas  on  the  North  East  part. 

The  rent  was  one  peppercorn  to  be  paid  on  the  first  day  of 
May  next  if  demanded.  Of  course  the  lease  was  granted  under 
“the  Statute  made  for  transferring  of  uses  into  possession.” 
The  only  signature  is  “Fr.  Whichcote”;  and  the  seal  is  the 
Baronet’s  coat  of  arms.  Ermine,  two  boars  passant  gules. 
The  witnesses  to  the  sealing  and  delivering  are  Lewis  Watson 
and  John  Mabbol. 

1334. — lYy  Cross,  Sutton  S.  James. —In  the  first 
volume  of  the  History  of  the  County  of  Lincoln,  by  Thomas 
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Allen,  printed  by  John  Saunders,  of  Bond  Street,  Leeds, 
MDCCCXXX,  is  the  following  note  as  to  Sutton  S.  James  : — 

“From  the  remains  of  antiquity  in  this  neighbourhood  it  is 
probable  that  this  hamlet  has  been  much  larger  than  it  is  at 
present.  About  two  furlongs  from  the  church,  westward,  in 
a quadrivium,  stands  Ivy  Cross  (on  Eavensbank)  ten  feet 
diameter  at  the  base,  with  four  rows  of  steps  up  to  it,  each  of 
which  is  about  a foot  high.  Its  form  is  octangular,  and  on 
its  top  is  one  entire  stone,  36  inches  square  and  10 J inches 
thick,  in  the  middle  of  which  stands  a pillar  supported  by 
four  buttresses  rudely  carved,  and  which  the  ravages  of  time 
have  almost  destroyed.  Nearly  three  quarters  of  a mile  off 
this  is  another  cross,  in  an  inclining  posture  somewhat  sunk 
in  the  earth.  Tradition  says  this  was  a market  cross,  but  it  is 
far  more  probable  that  these  crosses  were  erected  either  as 
boundaries  or  stations,  or  else  for  the  purpose  of  religion  in 
the  ages  of  superstition.” 

Can  your  readers  throw  any  light  on  this  subject  ? 

J.M. 

1335  — Leverington  Parish  Accounts  (1322).— From 
these  papers  we  can  compile  a list  of  Place  Names  in  use  in 
the  sixteenth  century.  No  doubt  in  some  instances,  possibly 
in  many,  the  names  are  still  in  use.  In  some  the  modern 
words  may  prove  to  be  strangely  corrupted,  and  the  ancient 
spelling  may  give  hints  as  to  the  origin  of  them.  But  there 
was  no  absolute  uniformity,  as  indeed  we  should  expect,  in 
the  spelling  ; and  most  of  the  words  were  simply  written  as 
pronounced. 

Among  the  main  geographical  features  we  have : — North- 
gate  ; Southgate  ; Millane  ; Meyslayn  ; Pokeldrove  ; Barton 
Lane  ; Park  Lane  ; Stowcroft ; the  Loodbrynke  ; the  Kyrland 
(most  likely  Kirk  or  Church- Land) ; the  Common  Dyke ; 
Sorell  Dyke  ; Old  Fendyke  ; New  Fendyke  ; Harold  Dyke  ; 
Stories  (or  perhaps  Scorles)  Dyke ; Keliehowse  deke ; New 
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Dyke  at  Guyhirne  ; Fendyke  Brygge  ; Pappes  Bridge  ; Pap- 
pesfeld  ; Pappyslay  End. 

Among  the  ‘‘Lands  Letten  ” the  variations  that  occur  in 
the  spelling  are  numerous  : — 

Eemers  feilde,  Eaymes  feilde,  Eeymerfeld  : 

Sayers  feilde,  Shers,  Shores,  Sheyres,  Sears,  Syearsfeld  ; 

Flayn  feilde  (perhaps  an  abbreviation  for  Wolfiayn  felde, 
which  occurs  in  1528)  ; 

Newe  feilde  ; 

Porke  feilde,  Pockfeild,  Pokefeld,  Pooke  feilde,  Greate 
Parkefeilde  ; 

Flatmore  feilde,  Flatmore  in  Wisbich  ; 

Woolcroft  ; 

Spitlefeild  ; 

Snail  Crofte,  Snalcraft,  Snealcroft  ; 

Wheatmeares,  Wheatmats,  Wheatmathes,  Wheatmeats  in 
Wisbich,  Wheatmates  ; 

Catfeilde  ; 

Laingmeddowe  feilde,  Langmiddow  ; 

Fenn  Croft  ; 

Oxfeilde  ; 

The  Town  Sette,  the  Sette  in  the  Loed  ; 

Falles,  Fales. 

In  1617  a name  occurs  that  is  not  found  elsewhere,  “a 
house  at  Turne  Greens.” 

Besides  the  current  expenses  of  the  maintenance  of  the 
church  we  find  occasionally  detailed  accounts  of  extraordinary 
outlays.  In  1561  the  “Charges  off  the  bells,”  including 
£6  13s.  Id.  to  the  founder,  amounted  to  £11  9s.  lOd.  There 
seem  to  have  been  three  bells  in  the  tower,  as  we  read  of  the 
Great  Bell,  the  Middle  Bell,  and  the  Little  Bell.  There  was 
also  a hell  in  the  chancel,  the  same  probably  as  the  ‘ ‘ sancts 
byll  ” for  mending  which  3d.  was  paid  in  1523,  called  the 
“ sain  bell  ” in  1528.  And  there  is  mention  many  times  of 
the  “forbell,”  but  what  this  was  is  not  clear.  Ordinary 
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expenses  in  connection  with  the  bells  are  not  infrequent,  such 
as  for  bawdricks,  “gogyans,”  clapper  making,  ropes  ; in  1523 
4d.  was  paid  “for  y®  Anernys  pony  to  y®  bwell  wryytt,”  i.e., 
earnest  penny  to  the  bell-wright  ; and  in  1525  5d.  was  paid 
“ for  exspnc’  when  the  grett  bell  was  Sett  in  stokys  w*  hangyn 
of  y®  bell.” 

Considerable  repairs  in  the  roof  were  effected  in  1516.  On 
dorso  of  4th  fo.  of  accounts  for  1506  is  this  memorandum 

Md  yt  in  ye  yere  off  our  lord  A Miccccc  & xvjte  Anno  rrs  Henr  Octao 
Anno  viijo  yt  y«  Chyrch  off  Sent  Leonard  was  reparett  yt  is  to  sey  ye 
sowth  ylle  & y®  north  ylle  wt  ye  hey  Rooff  was  Takyn  up  & nev  Ransakyd, 
new  semyd  & new  redressyd  Thorov  be  a plomer  off  lyne  [Lynn]  callyd 
Petyr  that  tym  beyng  chyrch  Mast^s  Wyllm  Edward  off  gorfeld 

& Davy  Andyrson  & ye  seyd  plomer  had  for  ye  doyng  off  ye  seyd  chyrch 
xlvj  si  (shillings)  payd  aft’  apperyth  & ye  seyd  plomer  had  be  syd  yt 
hys  cursy  off  cheys  off  both  parysshys  & y®  town  found  hyme  wood  & 
yt  cost  iij*i 

In  primis  payd  to  y®  seyd  plom(er)  be  y®  hands  off  Wyllm 

Edward  & Davy  Andyrson  as  aftyr  apperyth  inprimis  ...  vij^l  xjd 

It’  payd  to  y®  same  plomer  for  bords  & naylls  be  same  chyrch 


Mastyrs  xiiijd 

It’  payd  to  ye  same  plom^r  be  seyd  chyrch  Mastyrs  ijsi  viijd 

It’  payd  to  ye  same  plomer  be  hands  of  Wyllm  Baly  xvjd 

It’  payd  to  y®  plomer  be  others  as  it  aperyth  aft’ 

It’  payd  be  y®  hands  off  Hu  Plombe  to  ye  same  plomer  ijsi  iiijd 

It’  payd  to  y®  same  plomer  be  y®  handys  of  Th’  Ashe xx^ 

It’  payd  to  y®  same  plomer  be  y®  handys  off  Robt  Fryng  iiijd 

It’  payd  to  y®  same  plomer  be  y®  hands  off  Rych’  AAam iijsi  iijd 

It’  payd  to  y®  same  plomer  be  y®  hands  off  Harr’  Callow  xvjd 

It’  payd  to  ye  same  plome?*  by  y®  p«rysh  off  P<»rson  Drov vj^i  viijd 


In  the  year  30  Hen.  VIII.  is  given  a list  of  receipts  towards 
the  expenses  of  a new  organ.  These  amounted  in  all  to 
£5  19s.  Od.  This  would  probably  represent  about  £80  at  the 
present  time.  There  was  some  ground  known  as  ‘ ‘ Organ 
land,”  the  rent  of  which  was  presumably  available  for  playing 
the  organ  and  for  repairs.  The  following  are  specimens  of 
the  regular  expenses  of  the  organ  : — 


1520  pd  to  the  clerke  of  Wisbech  for  playing  at  orgons  on 

Sent  Lenards  day  viijd 

to  A clerke  for  iij  dayes  playing  at  orgons xijd 

1628  pd  whan  yy  browt  woode  for  ye  orgon  pleyr  of  Fleyt  ...  ijd 

1654  ffor  the  makyng  off  the  hengells  to  the  orgaynes xijd 

1666  pd  to  Si'  John  for  placing  at  j®  orgons  half  yere  dew  at 

Medsomer  last  iijs  iiijd 


At  the  end  of  the  accounts  commencing  on  All  Saints’  Hay, 
1520,  is  a memorandum  of  the  cost  of  decorating  the  Roodloft. 
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“Profores”  seems  to  mean  “proffers,”  voluntary  subscriptions, 
or  it  may  be  parish  funds  that  were  by  consent  assigned  to 
this  specific  purpose.  Other  entries  about  the  Eoodloft  will 
be  given  hereafter.  Xpofer  is  Christofer. 

Md  of  the  gaderyng  of  the  profores  in  the  town  toward  the  payment 
for  the  Gilding  of  the  Eood  lofte  wich  cometh  to  the  Sum  of  vii  xviijs 
It’  rec’  of  the  toun  lyght  wich  is  called  Sent  Xpofers  lyght  vijs  iiijd  It’ 
rec’  of  Th  Pyge  for  his  fader  xxvj®  viij^  It’  rec’  of  Th  Asshe  for  dett  of 
Robt  Gybson  iijs  It’  rec’  of  John  Edward  for  dett  of  Annabull  Edward 
vjs  viijd  It’  rec’  of  Robt  Fornes  for  the  bequest  of  Th  Tylson  vjs  viij<i  It’ 
rec’  of  John  Vycary  for  part  of  his  payment  for  Will  Slye  xl^  & so  the  Sum 
of  this  Receyt  toward  the  holl  charge  cometh  to  xvii  viijs  x^.  And  the  holl 
charge  of  the  full  payment  of  the  Gildynge  cometh  to  xvjii  & to  ther 
reward  vjs  viijd  & so  the  seid  Gildars  be  Fully  payd  & content  the  holl 
Sum  Above  named  w^  xij®  iiijd  paid  by  Laurens  Hunt  as  it  apperith  in  his 
count  be  for  to  the  first  payment  & so  ther  is  mor  paid  than  gaderd  of  all 
parcels  by  iiij»  the  wich  iiijs  vj^  is  receyved  of  Robt  Trone  & Edward 
Lenard  as  thus  iij®  viij<i  of  Robt  Tron  dischargyng  his  holl  cow  of  Sent 
Xpofer  & vj^i  of  Edward  Lenard  for  the  last  of  his  profer  & so  the  holl  Sum 
of  xvjii  vjs  viij^i  is  full  paid  owt  by  the  seid  chirchwardens  & by  the  syght 
of  other  honest  persones  of  the  toun  & for  A rememberauns  in  tyme  to 
com  after  us  to  hafe  An  understandyng  of  the  holl  charge  & how  it  was 
paid  for. 

The  totals  agree  with  the  items  ; except  that  the  deficiency, 
which  amounts  to  4s.  6d.,  is  said  to  be  discharged  by  receipt 
of  two  payments,  one  of  3s.  8d.,  and  the  other  of  6d. 

It  sounds  odd  that  a man  should  hire  or  be  entitled  to 
pasturage  for  half  a cow.  But  we  often  read  of  it  in  these 
accounts.  In  the  last  extract  there  is  mention  of  a man’s 
discharging  his  “whole  cow.”  This  note  occurs  in  the  year 
4 Hen.  VIII. 

that  it  is  ordeyned  be  the  Chyrche  Mastures  be  the  assent  of  the 
hole  pariche  that  if  Any  of  them  that  hafie  A Cow  or  di  A Cow  ov’^  sent 
XProfers  lyght  be  not  At  the  Chirch  of  sent  leonards  in  leveryngton  be  for 
the  Cherche  Masters  & oy’  of  y®  seid  towne  to  pay  ther  dute  upon  peyne  of 
forfettyng  j pounde  off  wax  to  the  mentenynge  of  the  lyghte  of  sent  Xpofer 
And  Also  that  ev’y  man  that  hafe  A Cow  for  hens  forthe  schale  pay  xij<i  or 
els  delyv’  the  stoke. 

This  may  be  thus  rendered  : — “Mem.  that  it  is  ordained  by 
the  Church  Masters  by  the  assent  of  the  whole  parish,  that  if 
any  of  them  that  have  a cow  or  half  a cow  o^’er  S.  Christopher’s 
light  be  not  at  the  church  of  S.  Leonard  in  Leverington  before 
the  Church  Masters  and  others  of  the  said  town  to  pay  their 
duty  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  one  pound  of  wax  to  the  main- 
taining of  the  light  of  S.  Christopher : and  also  that  every 
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man  that  has  a cow  from  henceforth  shall  pay  12d.  or  else 
deliver  the  stock.” 

The  following  are  the  terms  of  the  agreement  in  21  Hen. 
VIII.  between  the  town  and  the  parish  clerk  : — 

Thys  covenent  mayde  be  twyne  y®  towne  & Eye’  Salter  y®  clarke  y® 
xvij  day  of  October  in  y®  xxjtii  yere  of  y®  Reyng  of  Kyng  Kerry  y®  viijtti  yt 
he  Scholde  have  to  his  waggs  hys  byll  acordyng  as  it  was  layde  of  every 
howsse  at  y*  day  & y®  orgone  londe  at  (as)  it  was  at  y^  tyme  for  y®  terme 
of  V yers  & Also  he  Scholde  have  y®  gylde  hall  for  y®  Space  of  v yers 
payyng  j^ioref'aJ  xiijs  iiijd  be  yere  yff  So  be  were  ffensyde  (b ) Acordyng 
to  y®  Wall  y^  is  yr  & yff  So  be  y*  it  be  not  ffynsyde  (b ) to  pay  as  Mother 
Douche  payd  viijs  be  yere  for  y®  Space  of  y®  forseid  v yere  & y®  towne  to 
have  leberte  w^in  y®  Sayd  howsse  for  gylds  mays  & byrdalls  (c)  k.  for  All 
other  cawsys  concernyng  to  y®  towne  for  y®  Space  of  y®  forseid  yers 
be  for  named. 

(Oj)  Therefor  (h)  Fenced  (c)  Gild  meetings,  May  meetings, 
and  Bederolls,  meetings  connected  with  obits  and  commemora- 
tions of  deceased  benefactors. 

We  conclude  this  instalment  of  extracts  with  an  apprentice 
notice  of  the  seventeenth  century  : — 

The  2th  (jaye  of  Aprill  1616 

The  daye  and  yere  above  written  the  Churchwardens  and  the  overseers 
of  y®  pore  of  the  town  of  Levering  hath  put  William  Bayley  of  our  said 
towne  soonn  unto  Edward  Bayley  Latley  disseased  as  an  apprentice  unto 
Richard  Bayley  of  Pinchbeck  hi®  unklle  for  the  whole  space  of  twelfe 
yeares,  and  the  said  Richard  Bayley  is  to  Receive  of  the  foresaid  Church- 
wardens and  overseeres  or  their  Sucksessores  the  some  of  iijh  vjs  viij^  to 
be  paid  upon  the  teusdaye  in  easter  weeke  next  following. 

1336.— Plague  in  1720  (1330). — In  searching  for  some 
reference  to  the  plague  in  this  year  I have  at  length  discovered 
in  Wade’s  Ghronological  History,  1847,  the  following  : — 

“1720.  Aug.  1.  A ship  that  came  from  Sidon  to  Mar- 
seilles in  France  brought  the  plague  into  that  city. 

“Aug.  25.  A proclamation  requiring  all  ships  coming 
from  the  Mediterranean  to  perform  quarantine. 

“Sept.  8.  The  number  of  those  who  had  died  of  the 
plague  at  Marseilles  was  computed  at  this  time  to  amount 
to  18,000. 

“Nov.  16.  Two  proclamations,  one  for  England,  and  the 
other  for  Scotland,  for  a fast,  on  account  of  the  plague 
in  France.” 

The  Vicarage,  Deeping  S.  James. 


S.  W.  Skene. 
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1337. — Tongue  End  (1268). — In  an  extract  from  a local 
newspaper  in  the  article  on  “Funerals  and  Eight  of  Way  ” it 
is  asserted  that  the  children  at  Tongue  End  “have  to  go  four 
miles  to  Easton  to  school.”  We  are  informed  that  this  is 
incorrect.  These  children  have  for  many  years  gone  to  an 
excellent  school,  which  used  to  be  a Board  School,  but  is  now 
a County  School ; and  this  is  distant  only  one  short  mile,  on  a 
good  road,  from  Tongue  End.  So  the  place  is  not  quite  so 
forlorn  and  desolate  as  was  represented. 

An  enquiry  as  to  the  probably  origin  of  the  strange  name  of 
this  place  has  elicited  an  explanation  from  E.  M.  E.  Welby.  It 
appears  to  mean  the  Tongued  End  to  the  Bourne  Eau.  The 
name  seems  to  have  been  given  because  the  river  Glen  comes 
to  the  spot  from  the  south-westward,  and  the  Bourne  Eau 
from  the  north-westward  : and  when  the  Eau  has  almost 
reached  the  river,  it  runs  for  a short  distance  alongside,  getting 
nearer,  till  it  empties  its  waters  into  the  river  ; and  thus  a 
tongue-like  piece  of  land  lies  between  the  end  of  the  Eau  and 
the  river. 

The  name  “ Tongue  End  ” has  spread  now  on  to  the  south 
side  of  the  river. 

1338. — Spalding  and  the  Verge  of  Stamford.— It  has 

for  centuries  been  recognized  that  the  Verge,  or  compass  of 
the  Court  of  the  King’s  Palace,  which  bounded  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Steward  and  Marshal  of  the  Household,  extended  twelve 
miles  round  about.  In  old  records  of  trials  relating  to  the 
liberty  of  the  Verge  the  Latin  word  leuca  is  usually  taken  to 
be  1500  yards.  Assuming  that  to  be  correct,  the  Lincolnshire 
Fens  about  Deeping  and  Bourne  were  within  the  Verge  of  the 
King’s  town  of  Stamford  : but  Spalding,  to  which  the  annexed 
record  relates,  is  distant  more  than  twenty  miles  by  road  from 
Stamford,  and  it  would  be  unlikely  that  the  breach  of  the 
liberty  of  the  Verge  would  have  been  asserted  if  leuca  in  the 
record  means  1500  yards,  or  even  a mile.  But  the  leuca  was 
1500  paces  (not  yards) ; and  a pace,  yassus,  was  two  walking 
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steps,  “the  distance  from  the  point  which  the  heel  leaves  to 
that  in  which  it  is  set  down.”  This  was  reckoned  as  five 
Eoman  feet,  about  58  of  our  English  inches.  A leuca,  there- 
fore, very  roughly,  would  be  about  a mile  and  a third  ; and 
twelve  of  them  would  be  sixteen  miles  ; consequently  the 
enquiry  was  warranted.  Stamford  ceased  to  be  a royal 
borough  in  Queen  Elizabeth’s  time,  when  Lord  Burghley 
obtained  a grant  of  the  Crown  interests.  By  an  Act  of  1541 
the  offence  of  drawing  blood  in  the  King’s  Palace  was  punished 
by  imprisonment  and  the  loss  of  the  offender’s  right  hand. 
Charles  I.,  finding  the  Court  of  the  Steward  too  ambulatory, 
erected  a new  Court  of  Eecord,  called  Curia  Palatii,  to  be  held 
before  the  Steward  of  the  Household  or  his  deputy,  to  try  all 
personal  actions  arising  between  the  King’s  servants  within 
twelve  miles  of  the  Eoyal  Palace  of  Whitehall.  Perhaps  the 
bounds  of  this  Court  of  the  Marshalsea  have  been  confused 
with  those  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Verge. 

The  following  is  translated  from  the  original  in  the  Eegister 
of  Spalding  Priory  in  the  British  Museum,  Add.  MSS.  35,296, 
fo.  121. 

The  town  of  Spalding  is  beyond  the  verge  of  the  town  of  Stamford. 

Hugh  Curmal,  Bart.  Sewall,  and  John  de  Bradow,  constables  of  the 
town  of  Spalding,  were  attached  to  answer  the  King  for  a contempt, 
forasmuch  as  all  hues  and  bloodsheds  against  the  King’s  peace  within  the 
verge  ought  to  be  presented  before  the  steward  and  marshal  of  the  house- 
hold by  the  constables  and  decennars  of  the  town  where  they  occur,  on 
Palm  Sunday  in  the  sixth  year  of  King  Edward  [A.D.  1346]  within  the 
verge  at  Spalding  a hue  was  raised  and  blood  was  shed  between  John  and 
Simon,  the  sons  of  Radulph,  of  the  one  part,  and  Simon  le  Glover  and  John 
le  Mower  of  the  other  part,  which  hue  and  bloodshed  the  said  Hugh, 
Barth.,  and  John  did  not  present  according  to  the  law  and  custom  of 
England,  but  to  the  injury  and  contempt  of  the  King  concealed.  And  the 
said  Hugh,  Barth.,  and  John,  coming  in  person,  justified  the  wrong  and 
contempt  charged,  saying  that  the  said  hue  and  bloodshed  by  law  ought 
not  to  be  presented  before  the  steward  and  marshal,  because  the  town  of 
Spalding  is  beyond  the  verge  from  the  town  of  Stamford  by  three  miles 
and  more,  which  they  claimed  to  verify,  &c.  Therefore  the  marshal  of  the 
court  summoned  twelve  good  and  law-worthy  men  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  Spalding  and  Stamford,  and  on  the  Tuesday  following  it  was  found  by 
the  oath  of  Roger  Staveler,  Walter  Nonnes,  Walter  Halver,  John  Frisby, 
Robert  Pakington,  Thomas  Ravely,  Thomas  Bedford,  Richard  Pite,  Robert 
Michell,  John  Stok,  Richard  son  of  Simon,  and  John  Clunx,  that  the 
foresaid  town  of  Spalding  is  distant  from  the  town  of  Stamford  thirteen 
such  distances*  and  more,  measured  the  nearest  way  by  line  between  the 
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said  towns  across  woods  and  waterways,  therefore  it  is  determined  that 
the  foresaid  Hugh,  Barth.,  and  John  go  acquitted  without  day  named. 

The  verdict  of  the  jury  would  make  the  distance  from 
Stamford  to  Spalding,  as  the  crow  flies,  something  over  17 
miles  ; and  this  is  correct.  L.G. 

1339.— Spur  Money. — I do  not  remember  before  meeting 
with  the  fact  that  the  Peterborough  Cathedral  choir  boys  had 
the  privilege  of  demanding  Spur  Money ; but  in  Select  Bemains 
of  the  learned  John  Bay,  M.A.  & F.B.S.,  published  in  1760, 
occurs  this  entry  : — 

“July  26.  1661.  We  [Mr.  Willoughby  and  himself]  began 

“our  journey  northward  from  Cambridge,  and  that  day,  pass- 
“ing  through  Huntingdon  and  Stilton,  we  rode  as  far  as 
“Peterborough,  25  miles.  There  I first  heard  the  Cathedral 
“Service  ; the  Choristers  made  us  pay  money  for  coming  into 
“the  choir  with  our  Spurs  on.” 

Charles  Dace. 

Spur  Money  forms  the  subject  of  many  interesting  notes  in 
different  volumes  of  the  first  three  series  of  Notes  and  Queries, 
In  the  very  first  volume,  published  in  1850,  is  a query  founded 
upon  the  fact  of  the  Peterborough  choristers  haviug  claimed  a 
fine  from  an  ofiQcer  engaged  in  the  trigonometrical  survey  who 
entered  the  cathedral  with  his  spurs  on,  and  the  above  passage 
from  Bay  is  quoted  in  illustration.  An  editorial  comment 
upon  this  query  mentions  the  fact  that  in  the  Privy  Purse 
Expenses  of  King  Henry  VHI.  there  are  many  entries  of 
payments  made  to  the  choristers  of  Windsor  “in  rewarde  for 
the  king’s  spurs  but  it  is  supposed  that  such  payments  were 
paid  to  redeem  the  king’s  spurs,  which  had  become  the  fee  of 
the  choristers  after  some  ceremonies  of  the  Order  of  the 
Garter.  A note  is  also  quoted  from  Gifford’s  edition  of  Ben 
Jonson : — 

In  the  time  of  Ben  Jonson,  in  consequence  of  the  interruptions  to 
Divine  Service  occasioned  by  the  ringing  of  the  spurs  worn  by  persons 
walking  and  transacting  business  in  cathedrals,  and  especially  in  St.  Paul’s, 
a small  fine  was  imposed  on  them,  called  “ spur-money,”  the  exaction  of 
which  was  committed  to  the  beadles  and  singing-boys.  This  practice,  and 
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to  which,  probably,  the  items  in  Henry’s  household-book  bear  reference, 
still  obtains,  or,  at  least,  did  till  very  lately,  in  the  Chapel  Royal  and  other 
choirs.  Our  informant  himself  claimed  the  penalty,  in  Westminster  Abbey, 
from  Dr.  Fisher,  Bishop  of  Rochester,  and  received  from  him  an  eighteen- 
penny  bank  token  as  the  fine.  He  likewise  claimed  the  penalty  from  the 
King  of  Hanover  (then  Duke  of  Cumberland),  for  entering  the  choir  of  the 
Abbey  in  his  spurs.  But  His  Royal  Highness,  who  had  been  installed 
there,  excused  himself  with  great  readiness,  pleading  “ his  right  to  wear 
his  spurs  in  that  church,  inasmuch  as  it  was  the  place  where  they  were 
first  put  on  him ! ” 

A subsequent  correspondent  gives  an  order  of  the  Dean  of 
the  Chapel  Eoyal  in  1622 : — 

That  if  anie  Knight,  or  other  persone  entituled  to  weare  spurs,  enter 
the  Chappell  in  that  guise,  he  shall  pay  to  y®  quiristers  the  accustomed 
fine ; but  if  he  command  y®  youngest  quirister  to  repeate  his  Gamut,  and 
he  faile  in  y®  so  doing,  the  said  Knight,  or  other,  shall  not  pay  y®  fine. 

It  is  on  record  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  once  escaped 
payment  in  this  way. 

Other  instances  were  given.  Once  at  Hereford  the  choristers 
annexed  the  hat  of  a recalcitrant  horseman,  and  he  applied  to 
the  magistrates  for  redress  ; but  they  decided  in  favour  of  the 
boys.  At  Bristol  an  officer  in  uniform  was  challenged  for  his 
spur-money  and  appealed  to  the  sacristan  who  said  it  was 
customary  ; whereupon  he  gave  the  boys  half-a-crown. 

A case  also  is  given  from  France,  in  1523.  A gentleman, 
after  attending  Mass,  was  assailed  by  five  or  six  boys  of  the 
choir  who  began  to  unbuckle  his  spurs.  On  his  demanding  an 
explanation  he  was  told  he  would  have  to  redeem  them  : “La 
Coutume  de  toutes  Eglises  est  de  rachater  les  Novices  les 
Eperons  que  Ten  porte  aux  Choeurs.” 

I well  remember,  about  forty  years  ago,  when  I was  Second 
Master  of  the  Peterborough  Cathedral  School,  some  enter- 
prising choristers  made  the  demand  of  a visitor  ; with  what 
result  I cannot  say.  I have  written  to  one  who  was  a chorister 
at  the  time  to  ask  if  he  remembered  the  occurrence,  and  was 
told  in  reply  that  he  did  so  ; but  he  could  not  charge  his 
memory  with  the  issue  of  the  demand ; his  impression  however 
was  that  no  financial  result  followed,  because  in  that  case  some 
mild  confectionary  dissipation  would  have  ensued,  and  he  had 
no  recollection  of  anything  of  the  sort,  Ed. 
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1 340.— Subsidence  of  Fen  Soil.— Connected  with  the 
general  drainage  and  improvement  of  the  Fen  country, 
especially  Whittlesey  Mere  and  the  adjoining  Fens,  the 
accompanying  section  of  the  subsoil,  taken  in  the  year 
1850,  when  the  Mere  Engine  was  built  (by  the  late  Mr. 
W.  Wells,  of  Holme,  the  then  owner)  may  not  be  without 
interest. 

It  was  found  that,  by  drainage,  the  surrounding  land  was 
rapidly  sinking  ; and  it  became  therefore  imperative  to  get  a 
solid  foundation  on  which  to  build.  The  section  given  here- 
with is  a silent  history  of  the  formation  of  the  Fens,  especially 
at  the  point  where  the  engine  now  stands  ; and  is  exceedingly 
interesting.  We  start  at  a depth  of  twenty  feet  below  the 
surface.  There  we  find  the  Oxford  Clay,  which  more  or  less 
underlies  all  the  neighbourhood,  whether  Highland  or  Fen,  at 
various  depths,  and  is  a firm  and  solid  foundation.  Overlying 
this  we  find  a stratum  of  vegetable  matter,  the  growth  of  ages, 
four  feet  thick,  composed  of  trees,  roots,  leaves ; together  with 
animal  remains,  such  as  of  the  wolf,  bear,  &c.  The  length  of 
time  during  which  the  surface  was  in  this  condition  we  will 
not  even  venture  to  guess.  Upon  this  deposit  the  sea  en- 
croaches, bringing  with  it,  first,  a quantity  of  cockle  and  other 
sea  shells,  and,  afterwards,  a thick  deposit  of  mud  and  soft 
clay,  twelve  foet  in  thickness.  In  the  course  of  time  the  sea 
recedes,  and  then  again  we  get  a vegetable  growth  ; but 
evidently  (from  its  thickness)  this  did  not  grow  for  the  same 
length  of  time  as  the  lower  stratum  of  peat  and  vegetable 
matter,  this  upper  layer  being  only  one  foot  thick.  Time 
passes  on  : the  sea  again  assumes  its  supremacy,  and  when 
driven  back  by  artificial  means,  embanking,  &c.,  we  find  left 
a rich  alluvial  deposit,  three  feet  thick,  being  the  land  in 
cultivation  to-day,  and  on  which  the  engine  stands.  Eeaders 
will  understand  that  Whittlesey  Mere  and  the  adjoining  Fens 
are  embanked,  and  below  the  level  of  high  water  mark  ; and 
that  all  the  rain  that  falls  upon  this  tract  of  country  has  to  be 
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Section  of  subsoil  in  Holme  Fen,  Huntingdonshiee, 
TAKEN  in  the  YEAE  1850, 
when  the  Meee  pumping  engine  was  eeected. 


/9eolo(^ical  3eclio72y  , 

— — =>_  tScuZs  

Jno,  Laurance,  Peterborough. 


YqI.  YIl. 


p 


214 


Fenland  Notes  and  Queries. 


got  rid  of  by  artificial  means,  such  as  pumping  by  centrifugal 
pumps,  scoop  wheels,  &c.,  thereby  rendering  the  artificially 
drained  Level  of  the  Fens,  in  a wet  season,  the  driest  part  of 
England.  This  establishes  to  the  Bedford  Level  Corporation 
their  right  to  their  motto,  “Arridet  aridum;”  and  to  the 
Middle  Level  Board  theirs  to  “ Palus  fit  arvum.” 

Referring  again  to  the  subsidence  of  the  land  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  drainage  ; it  was  found  that  the  peaty  land, 
adjoining  the  more  solid  alluvial  soil  of  the  Mere,  subsided 
very  rapidly,  at  first  about  nine  inches  a year  as  the  water  was 
drained  off:  so  much  so  that  the  G.N.  Railway,  when  being 
constructed  through  the  Fens  of  Holme,  Caldecot,  and  Denton, 
was  laid  upon  a foundation  of  blackthorns  and  faggots  obtained 
from  the  large  woods  in  the  neighbourhood;  the  owners 
reaping  a considerable  advantage  from  the  consequently  en- 
hanced value  of  their  underwood.  In  1852  an  iron  column, 
that  had  formed  part  of  the  Great  Exhibition  Building  of 
1851  in  London,  was  substituted  for  the  oak  post  that  was 
at  first  put  to  mark  the  settlement  of  the  land.  Accurate 
measurements  were  taken,  and  the  iron  column  was  firmly 
driven  into  the  Oxford  Clay  ; and  this  was  marked  with  feet 
and  inches  measuring  downward.  The  top  of  this  column  is 
to-day  nearly  ten  feet  above  the  surrounding  surface  of  the  land. 
It  may  be  mentioned  that  an  illustration  of  this  iron  post  is 
given  in  Beminiscences  of  Fen  and  Mere,  by  the  late  Mr.  J.  M. 
Heathcote,  of  Connington  Castle,  at  p.  89.  It  is  there  recorded 
that  the  top  of  the  post  was,  in  1860,  4 ft.  9 in.  above  the 
surface  of  the  land  around  it,  and  that  in  1875  this  had 
increased  to  8 ft.  2 in. 

The  drainage  engine  referred  to  above  is  a mile  or  more 
from  this  column.  It  is  situated  about  three  miles  to  the 
north-east  of  Holme  Railway  Station.  It  is  marked  on 
the  Ordnance  map  “Water  Engine,”  close  to  Johnson’s 
Point. 
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The  top  of  the  column  corresponds  with  the  surface  of  the 
ground  in  1852,  which  was  of  a peaty,  boggy  nature,  with  no 
alluvial  soil ; and  therefore  it  sank  more  rapidly  as  the  water 
was  extracted  from  it. 

Shortacre,  Peterborough.  Jno.  LauRANCE. 

1341.— Local  Rhymes  (33). — In  one  of  our  earliest  parts 
were  given  several  local  rhymes  relating  to  the  Fenland  district. 
From  various  sources  we  have  got  together  a few  more. 

The  first  seems  to  have  been  suggested  by  the  familiar 

jingle  about  York,  Lincoln,  and  London  : — 

Rising  was,  Lynn  is,  and  Downham  shall  be, 

The  greatest  seaport  of  the  three. 

Another  “traditionary  verse”  referring  to  the  decay  of 

Rising  and  the  prosperity  of  Lynn  was  given  in  one  of  the 
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Rising  was  a seaport  town 
When  Lynn  was  but  a marsh, 

Now  Lynn  it  is  a seaport  town, 

And  Rising  fares  the  worse. 

The  next  is  curious  from  there  being  a Latin  as  well  as  an 
English  version.  It  appears  to  go  back  to  the  time  when 
Stamford  had  its  university  in  competition  with  Oxford ; and 
prophesies  a future  when  the  celebrity  of  the  study  of  learning 
at  the  Ford  of  the  Stone  should  exceed  that  at  the  Ford  of 
the  Oxen  : — 

Doctrinae  studium,  quod  nunc  Viget  ad  vada  Bourn, 

Tempore  venture  celebrabitur  ad  vada  Saxi. 

Science  that  now  o’er  Oxford  sheds  her  ray 
Shall  bless  fair  Stamford  at  some  future  day. 

Here  is  a rhyme  that  does  little  more  than  collect  in  metrical 

form  the  names  of  a number  of  neighbouring  villages  : — 

Deeping  and  Deeping  and  Deeping  in  row, 

Tallin  gton,  Uffington,  Barholme,  and  Stow, 

At  the  White  Horse  at  Greatford  there  you  must  turn 
To  Langtoft,  Baston,  Thurlby,  and  Bourne. 

The  first  line  refers  to  Deeping  S.  James,  Market  Deeping, 
and  West  Deeping,  all  on  the  main  road  between  Spalding 
and  Stamford.  Stowe  was  possibly  at  some  time  a place  with 
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some  fair  population,  and  is  still,  we  believe,  a distinct  parish, 
though  united  with  Barholme  ; but  it  is  now  reduced  to  a 
single  farm-stead  on  the  great  Roman  road  King  Street. 

The  distich 

Though  Boston  be  a proud  town, 

Skirbeck  compasseth  it  round : 

is  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  Borough  of  Boston  is  actually 
surrounded  by  the  parish  of  Skirbeck. 

Readers  are  also  referred  to  some  quaint  Latin  lines  on 
Crowland  in  the  Ashmole  MSS.  in  the  Bodleian,  given  (with  a 
free  translation)  in  our  Art.  855. 

1342.-Skirbeck  Church  (1320).— 

A.D.  1708.  There  really  is  nothing  much  to  say  about  this  particular 
date,  though  a very  great  deal  had  happened  in  the  preceding  century,  so 
we  must  go  back,  and  take  events  in  the  order  of  their  date.  Mr.  James 
the  rector  of  whom  we  last  wrote  died  in  1612,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Wooll,  a nonconformist  Vicar  of  Boston.  When  there,  his  churchwardens 
presented  him  at  the  Archdeacon’s  visitation  because  he  would  not  wear 
his  surplice  ; as  they  pathetically  put  it,  “ It  hath  been  tendered  unto  him 
and  he  sitteth  upon  it.”  Mr.  Worship,  who  had  been  Lecturer  of  Boston, 
succeeded  him ; then  came  Mr.  Whiting  a strong  nonconformist,  and  a 
friend  of  the  celebrated  Cotton,  Vicar  of  Boston.  It  was  a terrible  time  of 
stress ; the  masses  generally  (certainly  in  South  Lincolnshire)  thought  that 
the  Eeformation  had  not  gone  far  enough ; and  bishops  and  politicians 
relied  on  the  crown  to  prevent  a revolution  in  doctrine.  The  crown  in  its 
turn  relied  on  the  bishops  to  preserve  its  authority,  which  the  nation  had 
now  outsrrown,  and  so  came  about  the  fatal  alliance  between  the  Church 
and  the  Stewart  Kings.  The  nation  was  unreasonable,  and  did  not  quite 
know  what  it  wanted,  and  the  King  was  obstinate,  narrow-minded,  and 
dogged.  Whiting  began  to  see  that  if  he  would  not  say  the  Church 
services,  a prosecution  was  inevitable,  and  so  ran  away  to  America,  where 
he  became  a dissenting  preacher.  His  son,  who  was  one  of  the  first 
graduates  of  Harvard  University,  returned  to  Ensrland,  and  to  the  fold  of 
Holy  Church,  and  eventually  became  Kector  of  Leverton.  There  was  a 
long  vacancy  after  Mr.  Whiting’s  flight,  until  at  last,  after  the  corporation 
had  attempted  some  corrupt  bargaining,  the  presentation  lapsed  to  King 
Charles  I.,  who  in  1635  presented  the  Kev.  Jeremiah  Vasin,  the  under 
master  at  Boston  Grammar  School.  He  remained  rector  for  43  years, 
during  which  came  the  seventeen  years  of  Parliamentary  tyranny  (1643  to 
1660)  when  it  was  a crime  to  say  the  service  of  the  Church  in  public  or 
even  to  use  her  prayers  in  private  ; the  celebration  of  the  Sacraments  was 
forbidden,  as  was  the  observation  of  feasts,  such  as  Christmas  Day.  Mr. 
Vasin  seems  to  have  been  really  a good  man,  though  how  he  accommodated 
his  conscience  to  the  various  changes,  or  what  exactly  he  did,  we  cannot 
now  tell ; at  least  he  was  allowed  to  stay  and  preach. 

One  result  of  the  Puritan  disturbances  was  due  to  the 
Baptists,  who  were  a powerful  body  in  this  neighbourhood, 


217 


SkIEBECK  CHUECd. 

and  who  especially  derided  church  fonts.  Many  fonts  were 
therefore  destroyed  when  the  Church  services  were  stopped, 
as  for  example  those  of  Skirbeck,  Boston,  Wigtoft,  Sutterton  ; 
all  these  were  replaced  by  new  fonts  when  the  services  were 
resumed  ; and  all  were  again  superseded  by  others  in  Queen 
Victoria’s  reign.  In  Skirbeck  the  fragments  of  the  old  font 
were  buried  under  the  new  one  ; but  the  base  of  the  mediaeval 
font  (probably  made  about  A.D.  1200)  was  dug  up  by  Mr.  Eoy 
in  the  churchyard,  where  it  still  stands,  marking  the  place 
where  the  drains  meet.  We  know  the  size  of  the  old  bowl, 
because  the  cover  made  in  1598  no  doubt  fitted  it,  and  it  is  the 
same  size  as  the  present  font.  The  font  that  was  put  up  in 
1662  was  very  small  and  plain.  When  this  was  replaced  in 
1901  by  the  existing  font,  it  was  utilised  as  a credence  and 
piscina  to  the  High  Altar. 

On  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.  in  1660,  the  nonconformists,  who 
in  South  Lincolnshire  had  really  had  things  so  completely  their  own 
way  that  there  were  hardly  any  opponents  for  them  to  ill-treat, 
became  the  beaten  party,  and  thenceforward  ceased  to  exist  as  a 
fighting  party  within  the  Church  : those  of  them  who  had  any 
fight  in  them,  became  dissenters ; and  the  only  nonconformists  left 
in  the  church  were  those  who  were  simply  too  lazy  to  fulfil  their 
duties,  and  who  kept  themselves  out  of  sight  as  much  as  possible.  There 
was  a little  retaliatory  persecution  of  dissenters,  but  fortunately  all  parties 
were  now  beginning  to  agree  to  differ : — a process  which  must  ultimately 
lead  to  the  State  avowedly  adopting  an  attitude  of  neutrality  (let  us  hope 
one  of  benevolent  neutrality)  to  all  religions  alike,  the  attitude  which 
churchmen  are  hoping  that  the  State  will  assume  with  regard  to  religious 
teaching  in  elementary  schools.  Fortunately  some  of  the  old  Bishops  had 
survived  the  persecution,  and  were  ready  to  take  possession  of  their  sees 
again,  and  to  ordain  new  men  to  the  priesthood.  Otherwise  the  sacred 
ministry  would  have  had  to  be  renewed  from  some  other  branch  of  the 
Church,  and  Kome  would  certainly  have  exacted  absolute  submission  as  a 
necessary  condition  before  consecrating  bishops  to  be  the  source  of  a new 
English  clergy.  At  this  time  the  Prayer  Book  was  slightly  altered  in  the 
direction  of  making  it  more  like  the  old  services,  and  the  old  vestments 
were  again  ordered  to  be  worn.  For  about  100  years  the  oflficial  dress  of 
the  clergy  had  been  a surplice  with  a black  scarf,  and  the  hood  of  a degree ; 
while  in  cathedral  and  collegiate  churches  a cope  was  worn  over  the 
surplice.  The  ornaments  rubric  now  ordered  the  retention  of  the  vestments 
which  had  Parliamentary  authority  in  the  second  year  of  King  Edward  VI. 
It  is  doubtful  whether  this  refers  to  the  old  vestments  as  they  were  before 
any  change  took  place,  or  whether  it  refers  to  those  ordered  by  the  Prayer 
Book  of  1649,  which  are  used  in  Skirbeck  Church  ; but  there  is  practically 
little  difference.  As  a matter  of  fact  the  rubric  seems  never  to  have  been 
obeyed,  and  probably  represented  what  the  bishops  hoped  eventually  to 
see,  more  than  what  they  expected  to  see  at  once.  People  first  began  to 
Bse  vestments  in  obedience  to  this  rubric  a little  more  than  fifty  years  ago. 
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and  even  now  the  rubric  is  obeyed  in  scarcely  one-tenth  of  our  Churches. 
The  restoration  of  Charles  II.  was  no  doubt  followed  by  a revival  in  church 
life,  though  this  was  at  first  almost  completely  smothered  by  the  fearful 
outburst  of  profligacy  which  took  place.  The  Puritans  had  required  a show 
of  religion,  as  a condition  of  worldly  prosperity,  and  a show  is  easily  put 
on  : everyone  was  disgusted  with  sham  religion,  and  open  notorious  vice 
was  looked  upon  as  the  only  alternative.  Mr.  Vasin  died  in  1679  ; his 
tombstone  is  now  in  the  floor  of  the  Church  just  in  front  of  the  font.  It 
was  soon  after  this  that  the  use  of  upright  tombstones  began  to  be  general. 
Mr.  Vasin  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Palmer  (the  last  Rector 
appointed  by  the  corporation  of  Boston) ; he  had  been  master  of  the 
Grammar  School,  and  he  also  was  rector  for  42  years.  The  profligate 
Charles  II.  died,  and  his  brother  James  II.  reigned  but  a few  years,  during 
which  his  mad  attempt  to  force  Romanism  on  the  country  united  almost 
everyone  in  defence  of  the  old  Church.  He  fled  in  1688  and  was  succeeded 
by  his  daughter  Mary  II.,  who  reigned  jointly  with  her  husband  and  cousin 
William  III.,  a sceptical  dissenter  at  heart,  who  barely  conformed  outwardly 
to  the  discipline  of  the  Church.  Now  for  the  first  time  was  introduced 
into  official  documents  the  phrase  “ the  Church  as  by  law  established  ” 
(which  however  was  only  intended  as  a translation  of  a very  old  Latin 
phrase).  This  was  degraded  into  “ the  Established  Church,”  and  about  a 
hundred  years  later  people  even  began  to  talk  about  “ the  establishment,” 
as  if  the  divine  character  of  the  Church  was  nothing,  the  recognition 
accorded  by  the  State  to  it  and  to  other  religious  bodies  everything. 

A.D.  1808. — We  have  now  reached  the  point  at  which  the 
Church  of  England  was  at  its  very  lowest  ebb.  As  the  centre 
of  the  most  fertile  agricultural  district  in  the  country,  Boston 
was  a prosperous  and  increasing  town,  but  religion  was  little 
thought  of.  It  is  not  to  our  purpose  here  to  trace  the  progress 
of  the  Methodist  movement  in  the  eighteenth  century  : but  we 
may  note  that  they  opened  a preaching  house  in  Wormgate  in 
1764,  and  that  in  the  same  year  the  General  Baptist  Chapel 
was  erected  and  endowed : since  1739  the  General  Baptists 
had  used  a small  building  (pulled  down  in  1906)  in  Skirbeck 
Quarter. 

The  advowson  of  the  rectory  was  sold  by  the  Corporation  of  Boston, 
and  each  succeeding  rector  after  Mr.  Palmer,  who  died  in  1719,  had 
practically  bought  his  office.  They  were  Alexander  Sampson,  presented 
1719 ; he  died  in  1736,  and  was  succeeded  by  John  Smith,  who  died  in 
1760,  and  left  the  churchwardens  the  picture  of  the  Crucifixion,  “ supposed 
to  be  by  Andrea  del  Sarto,”  which  hangs  over  the  pulpit.  John  Linton 
succeeded  him,  and  resigned  in  1769,  in  favour  of  Thomas  Birtwhistle,  who 
was  succeeded  in  1789  by  Charles  Birtwhistle,  and  on  his  death  in  1791, 
John  Vardill,  M.A.,  who  had,  from  1781,  been  Rector  of  Eishtoft,  succeeded. 
He  did  not  live  here,  and  the  duties  of  Skirbeck,  Fishtoft,  Freiston  and 
Butterwick  were  taken  by  the  Rev.  John  Simpson,  who  lived  in  Boston, 
and  used  to  say  morning  prayer  at  Skirbeck,  then  ride  on  to  Fishtoft,  dine 
there  and  say  afternoon  service  there,  and  then  ride  on  again  to  either 
Freiston  or  Butterwick.  There  was  no  means  of  lighting  the  churches,  so, 
of  course,  there  was  never  any  evening  service.  On  Mr.  Vardill’s  death,  in 
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1811,  Mr.  Simpson  became  rector  of  Fishtoft,  but  continued  simply  curate 
of  Skirbeck. 

One  great  improvement  going  on  about  this  time  was  the  drainage  of  the 
Fens.  The  work  had  begun  in  Queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  and  a great  deal 
more  was  attempted  by  “Adventurers”  in  the  reigns  of  James  I.  and 
Charles  I.  The  Maud  Foster  Drain  was  much  improved,  and  the  old  sluice 
replaced  by  “ a very  large  gowt  of  stone  and  timber.”  On  one  of  the 
stones  (found  in  1807,  the  very  year  of  which  we  are  writing)  was  the 
inscription  “ Anthony  Thomas,  Knight  buylded  this  sluice  1635.”  Another 
sluice  was  built  in  1731,  and  the  present  one  in  1801.  Skirbeck  was  one  of 
many  parishes  having  right  of  common  over  the  West  Fen  (16,924  acres), 
while  Skirbeck  Quarter  was  one  of  eleven  towns  having  rights  of  common 
over  Holland  Fen  (22,000  acres).  The  attempts  at  drainage  made  in  the 
early  seventeenth  century,  after  a temporary  success,  were  defeated  by  the 
violence  of  the  fen  “ slodgers,”  who  far  preferred  their  savage  independence 
to  civilisation.  The  necessity  for  corn  lands  as  the  population  increased 
led  to  the  attempts  being  renewed  130  years  later.  The  Witham  Act  of 
1762,  among  other  things,  constituted  the  Drainage  Districts,  of  which 
Holland  Fen  formed  the  second,  while  Wildmore  Fen  and  the  East  and 
West  Fens  formed  the  fourth.  An  Act  was  obtained  for  draining  the  Fourth 
District  in  1801,  and  there  was  an  amending  Act  in  1803 ; and  in  1810, 
when  the  drainage  had  been  completed,  an  Act  was  passed  for  allotting  the 
new  land  among  the  several  parishes.  This  provided  that  one-ninth  in 
value  of  the  land  should  be  allotted  to  the  tithe-owners,  and  should  make 
both  the  old  parish  and  the  new  enclosure  tithe-free.  Skirbeck  got  an 
allotment  of  446  acres,  of  which  193  acres  went  to  the  Kector  as  tithe-owner. 
The  allotment  was  transferred  from  the  parish  of  Skirbeck  to  that  of  Sibsey, 
by  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  in  1880,  but  this,  of  course,  made 
no  difference  in  the  ownership  of  the  land.  The  Act  for  enclosing  Holland 
Fen  was  passed  in  1767,  but  the  attempt  to  put  it  into  force  created  a 
serious  riot  in  1768,  when  the  slodgers  attacked  the  house  of  Mr.  Tunnard, 
the  lawyer  concerned,  and  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  “ writings,”  to 
which  they  attached  a superstitious  reverence.  The  portion  of  the  Fen 
allotted  to  Skirbeck  Quarter  was  divided  under  the  authority  of  an  Act 
passed  in  1789,  and  out  of  266  acres  over  80  went  to  the  Rector. 

The  benefit  to  the  Rector  of  having  a farm  which  he  could  let  to  one 
tenant  instead  of  having  to  take  the  tenth  lamb,  the  tenth  calf,  the  tenth 
goose,  the  tenth  sheaf,  and  so  on  from  every  farmer,  was  enormous.  He 
caused  great  irritation  and  ill-will,  and  never  got  fairly  paid  under  the  old 
system.  The  tithe  was  usually  let  out  to  someone,  who  made  as  much  as  he 
could  out  of  it,  and  was  hated  like  the  “ publicans,”  or  tax-farmers,  of  the 
Gospels. 

It  was  about  this  time,  I believe  about  1770,  that  the  ancient  Rectory 
house  was  pulled  down,  and  an  ugly  little  house  built  in  its  place.  This 
house  was  nearly  all  burnt  down  in  1849,  but  the  kitchen  and  out-offices 
remain.  It  faced  to  the  East,  having  a door  in  the  centre,  a drawing  room 
(the  present  Rector’s  study)  on  the  right,  and  a dining  room  on  the  left. 
The  present  drawing  room  and  dining  room  are  modern  additions.  Paper- 
hangings  were  just  beginning  to  come  into  use  in  grand  houses,  but  in  this 
house  the  walls  were  simply  distempered  until  Dr.  Roy  came  in  1834.  The 
whole  place  was  in  a slovenly  and  neglected  condition,  but  the  church  was 
worst  of  all.  There  is  said  to  be  a beauty  in  decay,  but  I cannot  see  it ; 
and  I remember  with  horror  the  ill-kept,  heaped  churchyard,  the  uneven 
roof,  the  sloping  walls  sustained  by  clumsy  brick  buttresses,  the  mean 
windows,  and,  inside,  the  low  church  (the  floor  being  higher  and  the  roof 
lower)  encumbered  with  dirty,  dingy  wooden  boxes  called  pews,  the  stone 
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carvings  concealed  by  coats  of  whitewash,  down  which  streaks  of  bright 
green  damp  marked  the  principal  leaks  in  the  roof.  And  all  this  but  the 
sign  of  deadness  and  decay  in  the  immovable  “ establishment.”  Well  might 
the  Churchman  of  that  day  muse  like  Ezekiel  over  these  dry  bones,  and  ask 
himself  “ Can  these  live  ? ” Happy  was  he  if  he  could  return  the  reverent 
yet  doubtful  answer  of  the  prophet  “ O Lord  God,  Thou  knowest.” 


1343. — Old  Time  Wildfowler. — Under  this  heading  the 
following  interesting  notice  appeared  in  The  Standard  of  12 
Dec.,  1907  : — 

The  death  has  taken  place  at  Cowbit,  at  the  age  of  90,  of  Henry 
Pickering,  who  was  one  of  the  few  representatives  left  of  the  hardy  Fen 
fishermen  and  gunners.  For  sixty  years  he  had  shot  over  the  Wash,  and 
made  many  big  hauls.  He  used  to  relate  how,  creeping  up  to  a flock  of  wild 
duck  on  one  occasion,  he  let  fly  with  a muzzle  loader,  when  the  birds  were 
at  rest,  and  bagged  as  many  as  21  at  a single  discharge.  With  another 
shot  he  had  killed  at  one  time,  eight  wild  swans,  and  in  Bourne  Fen  he  had 
shot  42  green  plovers  in  one  night.  He  was  familiar  with  the  old-fashioned 
duck  decoys,  and  could  remember  when  there  were  a dozen  in  Cowbit  Wash, 
yielding  in  an  ordinary  season  5,000  birds  for  London.  In  the  Spring  he 
gathered  baskets  of  wild  fowls’  eggs,  and  at  other  times  took  quantities  of 
eels,  pike,  and  tench. 

1344. — Old  Fen  Land  (1299). — Twenty  years  ago  a small 
tract  of  old  fen  land,  covered  with  shrubs,  2 or  3 feet  high, 
rushes,  horsetails,  and  hassocks,  flourished  at  the  end  of  Stilton 
Fen.  It  is  marked  on  the  Ordnance  Survey,  about  a mile  from 
Holme  Station,  and  adjacent  on  the  east  side  to  the  Great 
Northern  Eailway,  and  the  site  of  Trundle  Mere. 

The  spot  was  famous  as  a resort  of  snipe  in  September.  It 
is  worth  visiting  late  in  that  month  to  look  on  the  beautiful 
Gramen  Parnassi.  That  gem  of  Fen  flora  is  not  often  met 
with.  Lacking  an  English  name^  I called  it  Lady  Aldreth’s 
coronet.  It  is  remarkable  for  a beautiful  coronet  of  golden 
balls  which  surround  the  pistils.  The  foliage  is  hidden  under 
the  grass. 

Mr.  Murray’s  essay  “On  the  farming  of  Huntingdonshire” 
is  in  the  Journal  of  the  Eoyal  Agricultural  Society,  2nd  Series, 
Vol.  IV.  Mr.  William  Wells’  account  of  the  Drainage  of 
Whittlesey  Mere  is  contained  in  Vol.  21  of  the  1st  Series  of 
the  same  Journal. 

* Botany  books  give  Grass  of  Parnassus  as  an  English  name  for  Parnassia  palustris, 
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In  1851,  Marshland  Cut  was  opened,  and  the  water  of 
the  Mere  had  drained  away  in  three  weeks.  All  went  well 
till  November,  1852,  when  the  banks  of  the  outer-drains 
burst.  In  a few  hours  the  Mere  was  itself  again,  and  the 
throbbing  pump  was  at  work  raising  20,000  gallons  a minute. 

The  first  culture  was  with  a hand  harrow.  The  frost  of 
winter  and  dry  winds  of  March  made  the  soil  so  porous  that  a 
high  wind  wafted  several  inches  of  the  surface  away,  carrying 
with  it  the  sprouting  wheat  of  the  first  crop.  To  solidify  the 
surface,  clay  was  brought  by  means  of  a portable  railway 
from  Holme  Park.  The  claying  cost  £12  an  acre.  Grubbers 
and  scarifiers  were  used  so  as  to  avoid  disturbing  the  peat. 
The  clay  once  buried  in  a furrow  gradually  subsided  to  the 
bottom  of  the  peat,  out  of  the  reach  of  all  crops. 

L.G. 

1 345.— Fen  Scenery.  — The  enthusiasm  of  the  old 
Chroniclers  for  the  beauty  of  the  scenery  in  the  Fenland  is 
well  known.  Such  expressions  as  “very  pleasant  and  agree- 
able to  the  eye,”  “a  very  paradise  and  a heaven  for  the  beauty 
and  delight  thereof,”  and  many  more,  testify  to  the  admiration 
that  was  felt  for  a district  that  not  uncommonly  has  a bad 
name.  In  later  times  Stukeley  and  still  later  Kingsley,  spoke 
in  favour  of  the  Fen  scenery.  It  is  gratifying  to  all  who  take 
an  interest  in  the  district  to  find  that  admirers  are  still  to  be 
found.  We  give  an  extract  from  Hissey’s  Over  Fen  and  Wold^ 
published  in  1898  : — 

A strange,  weird  world  this  English  Fenland  seems  to  unfamiliar  eyes, 
especially  when  seen  under  a brooding  sky ; and  there  is  a peculiar  quality 
of  mystery,  that  baffles  description  and  cannot  be  analysed,  in  the  deep 
blue-gray  palpitating  gloom  that  gathers  over  the  Fenland  distances  when 
they  lie  under  the  threatening  shadow  of  some  coming  storm.  Under  such 
conditions  the  scenery  of  the  Fens  is  pronouncedly  striking,  but  even 
under  ordinary  circumstances  a man  can  have  but  little  poetry  in  his  soul 
who  cannot  admire  its  wild  beauties,  its  vast  breadths  of  luxuriant  greenery 
over  which  the  eye  can  range  unrestrained  for  leagues  upon  leagues  on 
every  side,  its  space-expressing  distances  and  its  mighty  cloud-scapes,  for 
the  sky-scape  is  a feature  in  the  Fenland  prospect  not  to  be  overlooked ; 
in  fact,  I am  inclined  to  think  that  its  sky  scenery — if  I may  be  allowed 
the  term — is  the  finest  and  most  wonderful  in  the  world.  It  is  worth  a long 
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iourney  to  the  district  if  only  to  behold  one  of  its  glorious  sunsets,  when 
you  look  upon  a moist  atmosphere  saturated  with  colour  so  that  it  becomes 
opalescent,  and  the  sinking  sun  seen  through  the  vibrating  air  is  magnified 
to  twice  its  real  size  as  it  sets  in  a world  of  melting  rubies  and  molten 
gold : from  the  western  slopes  of  far-off  California  I have  looked  down 
upon  the  sun  dipping  into  the  wide  Pacific  amidst  a riot  of  colour,  but 
nothing  like  this ! It  is  not  always  necessary  to  leave  England  in  search 
of  the  strange  and  beautiful ; the  more  I travel  abroad  the  more  I am 
convinced  of  this  1 

1346.-A  Wet  Good  Friday.  — On  looking  through  a book 
of  old  newspaper  cuttings  I found  an  article  on  “ Good  Friday 
Folk-Lore,”  apparently  taken  from  The  Standard  about  thirty 
years  ago.  Mentioning  a curious  idea  (said  to  exist  among  the 
Germans)  that  if  it  rains  on  Good  Friday  “ the  turf  will  be 
parched  three  times  during  the  year,”  the  writer  says  that  this 
reminds  him  of  the  Lincolnshire  saying  : — 

A wet  Good  Friday  and  Saturday 

Bring  plenty  of  grass  but  little  hay. 

Is  this  saying  still  current  in  any  part  of  Lincolnshire  ? I 
do  not  find  anything  like  it  in  Brand ; nor  yet  in  the  general 
indexes  of  Notes  and  Queries,  H.E.S. 

1 347 —Sermons  before  the  House  of  Commons,  1653.— 

Both  the  sermons  preached  before  “the  Honourable  House  of 
Commons  ” on  the  monthly  Fast  day,  30  August,  1643,  were 
preached  by  Lincolnshire  Divines.  Copies  of  both  are  in  the 
collection  of  pamphlets  given  to  the  British  Museum  Library 
by  King  George  HI.  They  were  preached  at  S.  Margaret’s, 
Westminster  : that  in  the  morning  was  by  Anthony  Tuckney, 
B.D.,  “sometimes  Fellow  of  Eman.  Colledge,  in  Cambridge, 
and  now  Pastor  at  Boston  in  the  County  of  Lincoln  ”;  that  in 
the  afternoon  was  by  Thomas  Coleman,  “late  Minister  of 
God’s  Word  at  Blyton  in  Lincolnshire,  and  now  Preacher  at 
St.  Peter’s  Cornhil  London  : one  of  the  Divines  of  this  present 
Assembly.”  The  titles  are,  respectively,  “The  Balme  of 
Gilead,  for  The  Wounds  of  England”;  and,  “The  Christians 
Covrse  and  Complaint,  both  in  the  pursuit  of  Happiness 
desired,  and  for  Advantages  slipped  in  that  pursuit.”  The 
Order  for  the  Sermons  to  be  printed  was  in  these  terms 
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It  is  this  day  Ordered  by  the  Commons  assembled  in 
Parliament : That  Sir  Edward  Ascough,  and  Sir  lohn  Wray, 
doe  from  this  House  give  thanks  unto  Master  Tuckney  of 
Boston  and  Master  Coleman  of  Blyton  in  Lincolnshire,  for  the 
great  paines  they  took  in  the  Sermons,  they  this  day  preached 
at  the  intreaty  of  this  House  at  S.  Margaret’s  Westminster,  It 
being  the  day  of  publike  humiliation,  and  to  desire  them  to 
Print  their  Sermon.  And  it  is  Ordered  that  no  man  shall 
presume  to  Print  their  Sermons  without  licence  under  their 
hands.  H.  Elsynge  Cler.  Pari.  D.  Com. 

If  the  Members  of  the  House  duly  sat  out  the  delivery  of 
both  these  sermons,  and  if  they  were  preached  as  printed,  the 
day  must  have  been  well  occupied  with  religious  exercises  ; as 
at  least  five  hours  must  have  been  occupied  in  the  preaching, 
even  with  rapid  articulation.  The  preachers  must  have 
privately  arranged  their  subjects  ; the  texts  are,  Jerem.  viii.  22, 
and  Jerem.  viii.  20. 

1348.— King  Canute  in  the  Fens. — Knute’s  Delph,  the 
most  ancient  public  work  of  known  origin  in  England,  was  a 
navigable  drain  connecting  Peterborough  with  the  Nene  near 
Ramsey.  Cut  in  a straight  line  from  Horsey  Hill  to  Bodsey, 
it  enabled  vessels  to  cross  the  Fens  and  to  avoid  the  dangerous 
shallows  of  Whittlesey  Mere.  Its  site,  which  forms  the 
boundary  between  the  shires  of  Cambridge  and  Huntingdon,  is 
now  distant  a mile  and  a half  from  the  eastern  edge  of  the 
Mere  as  it  stood  in  1851,  but  in  the  13th  Century  the  waters 
of  the  Mere  extended  to  the  county  boundary. 

It  was  Canute  who  ordered  the  Fens  to  be  parcelled  out  to 
towns,  the  pasturage  to  be  enjoyed  in  common,  horn  by  horn, 
and  no  town  to  dig  or  mow  in  the  fen  of  another. 

The  Chroniclers  of  Ely  relate  that  when  the  King,  with 
Queen  Emma,  was  once  navigating  the  Ouse  near  that  Minster, 
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the  tones  of  psalmody  falling  on  his  ear,  he  gathered  his  boats 
around,  and  in  the  gladness  of  his  heart  uttered  a song  which 
still  lived  on  the  lips  of  the  people. 

‘ ‘ Merie  sungen  the  muneches  binnen  Ely 
Tha  Canut  ching  rew  therby  ; 

Eowethe  cnites  noer  the  land 
And  here  ye  thes  muneches  saeng.” 

The  Chronicler,  in  a provoking  manner,  leaves  other  verses 
out,  because  they  were  daily  chanted  by  the  people,  and  as 
notorious  as  proverbs  of  their  fathers.  Is  the  rest  of  this  old 
song  known  ? L.  G. 

1349. — S.  Yincent’s  Cross. — A London  correspondent 
enquires  if  anything  is  known  of  this  cross,  which  he  describes 
as  being  about  two  miles  distant  from  Crowland,  on  the 
Thorney  Eoad ; and  what  connection,  if  any,  S.  Vincent  had 
with  Crowland. 

Mr.  Canham’s  article  on  the  Ancient  Crosses  of  Crowland, 
at  Vol.  II.,  Art.  102,  almost  exhausts  the  subject.  In  it  there 
is  no  mention  of  a cross  with  this  name.  Our  correspondent’s 
query  states  that  the  cross  as  to  which  he  seeks  information  is 
situated  near  where  the  three  counties,  Lincolnshire,  North- 
amptonshire, and  Cambridgeshire  meet.  It  seems  therefore  to 
be  the  one  usually  known  as  Turketel’s  cross,  of  which  an 
illustration  is  given  in  the  article  referred  to  above.  An  alter- 
native name  is  given,  Kenulph’s  cross. 

1350. — Church  Inscriptions  in  the  Hundred  of  Elloe. 

I.  Long  Sutton. 

Upon  a plain  stone  on  the  floor  near  the  vestry  door  of  Long 
Sutton  church  is  the  following  inscription  : — 

ALAS  POOE  BAILEY. 

The  stone  is  to  commemorate  the  murder  of  Mr.  John 
Bailey,  surgeon,  who  was  foully  murdered,  21  April,  1795,  on 
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the  road  leading  from  Tydd  Gote  to  Long  Sutton.  He  was 
found  alive,  dreadfully  beaten  about  the  head,  and  though 
unable  to  speak,  it  is  said  he  appeared  to  write  something  on 
the  silt.  Suspicion  fell  upon  two  men  who  were  seen  at 
different  places  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  sensation  through- 
out the  country  was  intense,  and  unusual  exertions  were  made 
to  discover  the  murderers.  £100  subscription  was  raised,  and 
large  rewards  were  offered  both  by  his  friends  and  by  the 
government.  Bailey’s  watch  was  pawned  by  two  men  at 
Great  Addington,  from  which  place  they  were  traced  to  some 
woods,  but  they  were  not  captured.  On  12  January,  1809, 
an  inquest  was  held  at  Outwell,  in  the  Isle  of  Ely,  upon  the 
body  of  Mark  Guye,  who  was  drowned  the  preceding  evening 
in  the  river  Nene.  The  deceased  was  the  same  person  who, 
some  time  previously,  declared  himself  to  be  the  murderer  of 
Dr.  Bailey.  He  made  a confession  of  this  circumstance  to  a 
constable,  somewhere  near  London  (on  his  return  from  Hert- 
ford Assizes),  and  was  apprehended  ; and  with  a man  named 
Woodward  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  but  in  consequence  of 
of  some  derangement  which  appeared  in  the  conduct  of  Guye 
they  were  acquitted.  It  is  singular  that  he  always  persisted 
in  the  same  story,  and  declared  just  before  he  left  the  last 
house  he  was  in,  and  not  many  minutes  before  he  met  with  the 
accident  that  terminated  his  life,  that  he  positively  was  the 
murderer.  A verdict  of  “ Accidental  death  ” was  returned. 

On  the  north  wall  of  the  church  is  a monument  with  the 
following  inscription : — 

Near  this  place  are  interred  the  remains  of  Nicholas  Wileman  late  of 
this  parish  Gent,  who  departed  this  life  on  the  24^^  day  of  June  1768 
aged  63  years. 

And  of  Mary  his  wife  who  died  in  childbed  November  the  30*^  1740  in 
her  40tii  year  of  her  age,  after  bearing  him  twenty  two  children,  of  whom 
only  Edward,  Elizabeth  and  Nicholas,  being  the  nineteenth,  the  twentieth 
and  the  one  and  twentieth  survived  their  parents.  Eighteen  of  their 
children  lye  here,  and  one  at  Whittlesea,  who  all  died  very  young,  except 
Anne  who  departed  this  life  on  the  7^^  day  of  June  1762  aged  22  years. 

Also  to  the  remains  of  the  above  Edward  Wileman  Esq  who  having 
survived  Nicholas  and  Elizabeth  died  without  issue  May  the  31*t  1786  in 
the  49tb  year  of  his  age. 
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A marble  tablet  is  fixed  on  the  wall  near  the  reading  desk 
with  the  following  inscription  : — 

Near  this  place  are  interred  the  last  remains  of  Mary  the  beloved  wife 
of  Joshua  Scrope  Esquire  Lord  of  this  Manor  who  after  long  illness  which 
she  bore  with  religious  submission  patience  and  fortitude  yielded  her  latest 
breath  on  the  third  day  of  February  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1795  in  the 
47^^  year  of  her  age. 

She  was  the  only  child  and  heiress  of  Thomas  Vivian  Esquire,  of 
Cornish  extraction  who  was  heir  at  law  in  right  of  his  Mother  to  the  Hydes 
of  Langtoft  Lords  of  this  Manor.  Her  mother  was  Mary  Countess 
Dowager  of  Deloraine,  daughter  of  Gervase  Scrope  of  Cockerington 
Esquire  a lineal  descendant  from  the  Lords  Scrope  of  Bolton.  She 
succeeded  to  the  inheritance  of  the  estates  of  that  ancient  family  in  this 
County,  under  the  Will  of  her  uncle  Frederick  James  Scrope  Esquire  in  the 
year  1792.  To  her  parents  she  was  a pattern  of  filial  piety,  to  her  husband 
a bright  example  of  conjugal  affection,  to  a strong  understanding  and 
cultivated  mind,  she  added  an  elegance  of  manner,  mildness  of  temper  and 
liberality  of  sentiment  which  formed  a character  that  at  once  attracted 
the  admiration  and  affection  of  her  relatives  friends  and  acquaintances. 

Accept  dear  wife,  too  early  doomed  to  die 
This  grateful  tribute  to  thy  memory. 

Columns  and  labour’d  urns  but  vainly  shew. 

An  idle  scene  of  decorated  woe. 

The  sweet  companion  and  the  friend  sincere 
Need  no  mechanick  help  to  force  the  tear ; 

In  heartfelt  numbers  ever  went  to  shine 
’Twill  flow  for  ever  o’er  a grave  like  thine  ; 

’Twill  flow  while  gentle  goodness  has  one  friend, 

Or  kindred  tempers  have  a tear  to  lend. 

J.M. 

1351.— “His  Lordship  of  the  Fens.”— In  1808  was 
published  the  third  edition  of  a good  humoured  satire  upon  the 
eccentricities  of  some  persons  of  fashion  who  at  that  date  used 
to  frequent  Bath,  more  perhaps  for  the  sake  of  the  society 
there  met  with  than  for  the  purpose  of  drinking  the  waters. 
It  was  entitled  Bath  Characters  ; or  Sketches  from  Life  : and 
the  author  assumed  the  name  of  Peter  Paul  Pallet.  One  of 
the  characters  is  called  “His  Lordship  of  the  Fens.”  This  is 
said  to  be  meant  for  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  George  Pretyman 
(afterwards  Tomline),  who  presided  over  that  see  from  1787  to 
1820,  when  he  was  translated  to  Winchester.  It  would  be 
interesting  if  some  correspondent  could  say  what  were  the 
particular  points  in  the  Bishop’s  character  or  behaviour  that 
attracted  the  satirist’s  notice.  G.T. 
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1352.— “Emmanuel”  as  a Heading.— In  olden  times 
the  making  of  a will  was  always  regarded  not  only  as  a serious, 
but  also  as  a religious,  act.  Very  few  ancient  wills  are  found 
without  an  ascription  at  the  beginning,  “In  the  Name  of  God, 
Amen.”  Occasionally  this  formula  is  amplified. 

In  the  course  of  examining  a very  great  number  of  wills  in 
the  District  Probate  Eegistry  at  Peterborough,  I have  twice 
come  across  a different  heading.  I found  two  wills,  both  in 
the  Archdeaconry  Court  of  Northampton,  commencing  with 
“Emmanuel,”  or,  more  exactly,  one  with  “Emanell,”  and 
one  with  “Emanuell.”  The  former  was  the  will  of  Francis 
Plowright,  of  Southwick,  1637  ; the  latter,  a few  years  earlier, 
that  of  Eobert  Walker,  of  Easton,  near  Stamford  Baron. 

It  appears  that  this  word  was  not  infrequently  written  at 
the  head  of  ordinary  letters : but  I do  not  remember  to  have 
met  with  an  example.  There  is  a reference  to  the  practice  in 
Shakspere.  In  his  Henry  the  Sixths  Part  II.,  Act  iv.  Scene  2, 
where  Jack  Cade  appears  at  the  head  of  his  rabble,  we  find 
the  following : — 

Enter  some,  bringing  in  the  Clerk  of  Chatham. 

Smith.  The  clerk  of  Chatham : he  can  write  and  read,  and  cast 
accompt. 

Cade.  O monstrous ! 

Smith.  We  took  him  setting  of  boys’  copies. 

Cade.  Here’s  a villain  ! 

Smith.  H’  as  a book  in  his  pocket  with  red  letters  in  ’t. 

Cade.  Nay,  then  he  is  a conjurer. 

Dick.  Nay,  he  can  make  obligations,  and  write  court-hand. 

Cade.  I am  sorry  for ’t : the  man  is  a proper  man,  of  mine  honour ; 

unless  I find  him  guilty  he  shall  not  die. — Come  hither, 
sirrah,  I must  examine  thee:  What  is  thy  name? 

Cleek.  Emmanuel. 

Dick.  They  use  to  write  it  on  the  top  of  letters ; — ’Twill  go  hard 
with  you. 

Cade.  Let  me  alone : — Dost  thou  use  to  write  thy  name  ? or  hast  thou 
a mark  to  thyself,  like  an  honest  plain-dealing  man  7 

Cleek.  Sir,  I thank  God  I have  been  so  well  brought  up  that  I can 
write  my  name. 
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All.  He  hath  confessed : away  with  him  ; he’s  a villain  and  a traitor. 

Cade.  Away  with  him,  I say : hang  him  with  his  pen  and  inkhorn 
about  his  neck. 

Exeunt  some  with  the  Clerk. 

The  same  heading  is  sometimes  to  be  found  in  municipal 
accounts.  An  instance  of  this  is  given  in  North’s  A Chronicle 
of  the  Church  of  St.  Martin  in  Leicester^  where  it  is  stated  that 
the  Chamberlains’  accounts  of  the  borough  for  1578-9,  “and 
several  subsequent  years,  are  headed  ‘Emanuell.’  ” It  is  also 
seen  at  the  beginning  of  some  of  the  Churchwardens’  accounts 
at  Saxilby,  co.  Line.,  in  the  year  1551  and  some  later  years. 

Ed. 


1353— Chare  Fen. — Has  the  origin  of  this  name  been 
satisfactorily  explained  ? As  long  ago  as  1854  a question  on 
the  subject  was  asked  in  Notes  and  Queries,  1st  S.  ix.  351 : 
and  though  suggestions  were  offered  nothing  seemed  to  be 
conclusive. 

“ Chair  ” or  “ CharT — I am  desirous  of  ascertaining  the  meaning  of 
this  term,  as  occurring  frequently  in  the  Cambridgeshire  Fens.  It  is 
variously  spelt,  chair,  chaire,  chare,  or  char.  In  the  Cambridgeshire 
dialect  it  may  be  remarked,  air  or  are  is  pronounced  as  “ ar.”  Thus, 
upstairs,  hare,  are  “upstars,”  “bar.”  There  is  a Char  Fen  at  Stretham, 
laid  down  in  Sir  Jonah  Moore’s  Map  (1663).  There  is  also  a Chare  Fen  at 
Cottenham  ; and  at  Littleport  is  a place  called  Littleport  Chair.  This 
last  had  the  name  at  least  as  early  as  Edward  II.’s  reign ; as  in  a 
description  of  a neighbouring  fen,  not  later  than  that  date,  one  boundary 
is  “ A le  chaire  per  Himmingslode  usque  Gualslode  End.”  A friend  who 
has  searched  the  documents  in  the  Fen  Office  at  Ely  on  this  subject  for  me, 
has  been  unable  to  discover  the  least  clue  to  the  meaning  of  the  term. 

The  query  proceeds  to  mention  that  in  one  place  a chare 
means  a narrow  passage  between  houses  ; ‘ ‘ but  there  is 

nothing  narrow  about  Char  Fen,  which  was  part  of  an  open 
common.”  In  reply  to  the  enquiry  it  was  stated  that  the 
Danish  Kjaer  meant  low,  marshy  land.  But  this  did  not 
commend  itself  to  the  querist ; who,  in  turn,  himself  pro- 
pounded cerre,  a turn,  or  bending.  It  seems  to  be 
unconnected  with  char,  or  chare,  an  odd  job,  as  in  char- 

H.R.S. 


woman. 
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With  copy  of  Abbot’s  Seal,  Map  showing  the  Eight  Hundreds,  and  copy  of 
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EXTEACT  FEOM  THE  PEEFACE. 
rpiHE  territorial  criminal  jurisdiction  of  a Saxon  Abbot  which  has 
_L  survived  the  Conquest  and  the  Eeformation  is  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  the  magistrate,  the  lawyer,  and  the  layman.  The  records  of 
seven  centuries  are  available  to  illustrate  the  history  of  the  Monastery  of 
Peterborough,  the  administration  of  Justice  within  its  domain,  and  the 
condition  of  the  inhabitants.  The  Liberty  of  Peterborough  is  the  only 
county  franchise  which  excludes  the  authority  of  King  Edward  VIPs. 
Justices  of  Gaol  Delivery. 

It  is  to  explain  the  origin  of  the  authority  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Liberty  to  deliver  the  prisoners  in  its  gaol;  the  royal  charters  from  which 
that  authority  springs;  and  the  King’s  commissions,  by  virtue  of  which  it 
is  now  exercised,  that  a short  history  of  this  remarkable  jurisdiction  is 
published. 

Demy  8vo.,  xvi.  pp.  and  72  pp.  Cloth,  Price  2/6  net.  Postage,  4d. 
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Richard  Prime.  Published  1686.  Price  30/-. 

GEO.  C.  CASTER,  Bookseller,  Peterborough.  Q. 
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Hereward,  A Bomance.  By  Douglas  C.  Stedman,  B.A., 

Dublin.  (Hodges  & Co.,  Dublin.  1908.) — It  is  pleasant  to  find  our  Fenland 
hero  made  the  subject  of  a dramatical  romance.  Nearly  all  the  characters 
in  this  work  are  known  to  those  familiar  with  the  stirring  history  of  the 
times  of  the  Camp  of  Refuge  : and,  of  the  eleven  scenes  where  the  action 
takes  place,  all  but  three  (which  are  in  Westminster  Hall)  are  in  the 
Fenland  district.  Some  scenes  are  at  Bourne,  Brandon,  and  Ely,  and  one 
at  Crowland. 

The  dialogue  throughout  is  most  instructive,  and  throws  much  light 
upon  the  motives  of  the  characters,  and  upon  the  events  of  the  period. 
Hereward’s  words,  in  his  different  disguises,  are  well  contrived  to  effect  his 
purpose  of  the  moment ; and  his  behaviour,  when  pretending  to  sell  pots 
in  William’s  court  is  admirable.  The  romance  concludes  with  the 
reconciliation  between  the  King  and  Hereward,  and  with  the  marriage 
of  the  latter  with  Alftruda  at  Crowland. 

Several  charming  songs  and  lyrics  are  interspersed  in  the  play.  One 
of  these  is  given  in  the  present  part  of  Feniand  Notes  and  Queries. 
The  song  of  the  Saxons  called  “ The  Greenwood  Chorus  ” is  specially 
delightful.  All  lovers  of  the  Fenland  should  read  this  Romance. 

Old  Time  Paris,  A Plain  Guide  to  its  Chief  Survivals.  By 
George  F.  Edwards,  M.D.  (Doubleday  & Co.,  London.) — This  little 
Guide  will  be  read  with  interest  by  many  who  will  remember  the 
author  at  Peterborough,  where  he  was  a King’s  Scholar  at  the  Cathedral 
School,  and  where  he  was  also  for  a long  time  one  of  the  most  useful  and 
efficient  members  of  the  Choir.  The  book  is  not,  as  the  author  carefully 
points  out,  a guide  to  Paris,  but  is  merely  a “ road-book.”  It  deals  with 
the  exteriors  of  the  buildings,  such  as  can  be  seen  in  the  course  of  walks  in 
six  days.  These  walks  are  planned  out  for  the  visitor,  and  he  is  directed 
to  numerous  objects  of  interest  close  at  hand  to  which  attention  might  not 
be  called  in  the  ordinary  guide-books.  Out-of-the-way  houses,  noteworthy 
from  some  historical  association  or  architectural  features  ; old  courts  with 
quaint  buildings  and  decorations  ; secluded  churches  not  in  the  common 
lists  of  things  to  be  seen  ; striking  phases  of  city  life  ; bright  bits  of 
colouring ; good  points  for  distant  views ; — are  all  in  turn  brought  before 
the  spectator’s  notice.  Historical  allusions  abound.  The  attraction  of  the 
book  is  increased  by  a number  of  very  pretty  illustrations  in  the  text,  all 
drawn  specially  for  this  work. 

Our  readers  are  referred  to  a very  excellent  article  on 
“ Straw  Marquetry by  Miss  A.  F.  Morris,  in  The  Connoisseur.  It  deals 
particularly  with  the  art  as  practised  by  the  French  prisoners  at  Norman 
Cross.  A good  abstract  of  the  article  is  given  in  The  Peterborough  Standard 
of  12  Sep.,  1908. 
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Heraldica,  4th  S.,  iij.  2,  3;  The  Rutland  Magazine,  iij.  6,  7 ; The  Virginia 
Magazine,  xvi.  1;  Northamptonshire  Notes  Queries,  N.S.,  ii.  12,  13; 
lAneolnshire  Notes  4’  Queries,  lx,  79  ; Wiltshire  Notes  Queries,  62 ; 
Notes  and  Queries  for  Somerset  and  Dorset,  81,  82;  The  Naturalist, 
618,  619,  620;  Goodspeed’s  Catalogue  of  Autographs. 


Fenland  Notes  & Queries.  Copyright. 

Diagram  Section  in  North  Fen,  Ely,  Cambs.,  1874. 

[From  “The  Fenland:  Past  and  Present.”] 


An  Old  Account  Book. 
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1354. — The  Cambridgeshire  Fens  (1149). — The  accom- 

panying diagram  section  of  the  North  Fen,  Ely,’  shows  some 
remains  of  the  old  subterranean  forests.  They  consist  of 
oak,  fir,  beech,  yew,  hazel,  and  furze,  together  with  their 
nuts  or  berries  in  a most  perfect  state.  Some  of  the  first 
have  been  found  of  enormous  dimensions.  The  difficult 
question  is  when  these  forests  were  submerged  and  by  what 
means.  Three  theories  at  least  have  been  entertained  to 
account  for  this  marvel : — 1.  The  interference  of  the  Eomans 
with  the  Fen  districts. — 2.  A change  in  the  coastal  line 
through  the  action  of  the  sea. — 3.  Earthquakes  attended 
by  subsidence.  It  is  quite  true  that  the  Eomans  did  interfere 
with  the  natural  drainage  of  the  Fens,  and  no  doubt  the  works 
were  generally  neglected  by  their  Saxon  successors.  We  can, 
therefore,  readily  see  that  if  the  only  outfalls  left  for  the  exit 
of  the  inland  waters  should  have  been  silted  up  during  the 
Eoman  dominancy  in  England,  the  whole  of  the  Fen  level 
would  become  permanently  flooded.  This  theory  appears 
plausible.  As  to  the  theory  of  the  Fens  having  been  created 
by  a change  in  the  coastal  line  we  know  great  changes  have 
occurred  in  the  form  of  our  marine  boundaries.  Formerly 
there  were  several  estuaries  in  Lincolnshire,  which  have  now 
been  more  or  less  filled  up.  The  third  theory  that  has  been 
entertained  for  the  solution  of  the  phenomenon  is  this — that 
the  present  low  level  of  the  Fens  and  their  forests  is  the  result 
of  volcanic  action,  perhaps  attended  by  earthquakes,  but 
certainly  by  subsidence,  and  this  the  most  marvellous  of  the 
three  is  probably  the  true  one.  ^ ^ 

1355. — An  Old  Account  Book.— I have  a book  of  current 
expenses  of  Mr.  William  Gery,  from  1796  to  1802.  On  the 
parchment  cover  is  written  “Account  Book  Money  Spent 
since  at  Peterborough  Oct^*'.  y®.  1®‘.  1796.”  The  first  page, 
after  the  date,  is  headed  with  “ Account  of  Money  Spent  since 
I left  Bushmead.” 
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The  family  of  Gery  had  been  settled  at  Bushmead  Priory, 
in  Bedfordshire,  since  the  16th  century.  The  writer  of  these 
accounts  was  the  last  of  the  old  line  to  hold  the  estates  ; and 
with  the  death  of  his  younger  brother,  the  Eev.  Charles  Gery, 
of  Grantham,  in  1820,  without  issue,  the  male  line  of  the 
Gery  family  became  extinct.  William  Gery  died  in  1802, 
soon  after  the  last  entry  in  this  book  (June,  1802),  leaving 
three  daughters  co-heiresses.  Of  these,  Mary  Selina  married 
John  Milnes,  of  Beckingham,  co.  Line.,  2nd  son  of  the  Eev. 
Dr.  James  Andrew  Milnes,  of  Newark  ; Eleanor  married  the 
Eev.  Thomas  Milnes,  eldest  son  of  the  same  Dr,  Milnes  ; and 
Hester  married,  in  1792,  the  Eev.  Hugh  Wade  (whose  father, 
of  the  same  names,  was  Vicar  of  Newark),  who  assumed  on 
his  marriage  the  additional  surname  of  Gery.  It  was  this 
youngest  daughter  to  whom  the  father  gave  up  the  residence 
at  Bushmead  when  he  went  to  Peterborough.  The  husbands 
of  the  other  co-heiresses  do  not  seem  to  have  added  Gery  to 
their  own  names.  To  each  of  his  daughters,  or  to  their 
husbands,  the  father  allowed  £130  a year  ; which  is  entered 
each  half  year  either  as  '‘salary”  or  as  "annuity.”  The 
allowance  to  the  Eev.  H.  Wade-Gery  was  always  settled  in  a 
contra  account  for  rent  of  land  at  Bushmead.  The  Eev. 
Thomas  Milnes  lived  at  Tansor,  near  Oundle.  Many  old 
Peterborough  inhabitants  will  remember  a member  of  this 
family,  Mr.  Wade-Gery,  who  lived  at  Norman  Cross  about 
50  years  ago. 

There  is  no  entry  of  receipts  ; nor  are  the  payments  any- 
where added  up.  Adding  up  the  23  long  pages  for  the  year 
1798,  it  seems  that  the  expenditure  for  that  year  amounted  to 
£953  11s.  4d.,  exclusive  of  the  allowances  to  his  married 
daughters,  and  of  £1100  paid  for  a new  house,  and  of  £200 
paid  on  a bond. 

A small  selection  of  the  most  curious  and  interesting  items 
only  can  be  here  given.  The  prices  of  some  of  the  goods  are 
worth  noting.  Oats  varied  from  16s.  or  17s.  to  20s.  a quarter ; 
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once,  in  1797,  a last  of  Oats  (10  quarters)  cost  only  £5  5s.  6d.: 
and  in  1800  a bushel  of  Oats  cost  5s.  6d.  Honey,  lOd.  a 
pound.  Soap,  £4  2s.  Od.  a hundred.  Bum,  16s.  a gallon. 
Lime,  6d.  a bushel.  Beans,  4s.  6d.  a bushel.  A chaldron  of 
Coals,  £1  14s.  8d. ; once  15d.  a bushel.  Potatoes,  2s.  3d.  a 
bushel.  Hay,  2s.  9d.  a hundred.  Hurdles,  10s.  6d.  a dozen. 
In  Jan.,  1798,  ewes  were  bought  at  13s.  6d.  each:  in  Aug., 
1799,  sheep  cost  £1  Is.  Od.  each : in  the  next  month  Welch 
sheep  were  13s.  each.  In  the  same  year  Pigs  were  also  13s. 
each.  £9  2s.  6d.  was  paid  for  73  bushels  of  Carrots. 

The  ordinary  wages  of  men  working  on  the  land  came  to 
20d.  a day.  The  Cook’s  wages  were  £6  6s.  Od.,  and  the 
Housemaid’s  £5  5s.  Od.  a year : this  was  in  addition  to  a 
certain  amount  of  clothing.  The  Manservant  had  £20  a year. 
The  Housekeeper  was  Miss  Garden  (afterwards  promoted,  by 
brevet  rank,  to  Mrs.  Garden)  ; but  though  presents  to  her  are 
entered,  there  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  salary.  Gardeners, 
and  other  servants  whose  wages  were  paid  weekly  are  no 
doubt  included  in  the  weekly  bills  for  household  expenses. 

Among  the  payments  for  1798,  which  amounted  as  above 
stated  to  less  than  £954,  no  less  than  £108  5s.  8d.  was  paid 
for  public  burdens,  rates,  taxes,  licences,  &c.,  not  reckoning 
the  voluntary  £10  entered  as  a Donation  to  Government. 


1796  £ s.  d. 

14  Oct.  Capilair  2 Bottles 0 2 4 

17  Brace  of  Notts ()  l o 

31  For  6 Fleak  Hurdles  2 0 0 

16  Nov.  A Plover 0 0 10 

-3  A Duck  & Snipe  0 1 6 

28  pd  Mrs.  Kulf  for  1000  Turff  1 0 0 

14  Dec.  For  2 Spaniel  Puppies  to  Ld.  Abirn*  keeper 0 10  6 

24  For  12  hundred  of  Billeting  at  IQd.  pr  Hundd 0 10  0 

[Later  Is,  Od.  per  Hundred] 

1797 

27  Jan.  pd.  Ml  Jacobs  for  Four  Qrs.  of  a Lottery  Ticket 12  16  0 

And  for  one  8th  of  a Lottery  Ticket  1 13  0 

Kegistering  & Postage  of  a Letter  0 3 6 

2 Feb.  For  .seeing  Wild  Beasts  for  y®  Servts 0 10 

14  pd  The  Revd  ML  Moor  for  3 Horses  at  £6  5s.  Od. 

each  for  my  share  in  yL  Class  in  w®h.  i was  classed, 

& towards  a Man  & Horse  to  serve  in  y®.  Cavalry 

as  a Substitute  for  myself  who  was  drawn  16  16  0 


* Later  in  the  accounts  the  name  of  Lord  Aboyne  is  spelt  correctly. 
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6 Mar.  Pd,  Mr  Jacobs  to  balance  agst.  3 Qrs  of  3 £17  prices 

in  y®  State  Lottery  for  3 more  Qr  Tickets  Ill  6 

Carriage  to  & from  London  of  y®  Price  Tickets  & new 

ones  back 0 2 0 

10  Analeptic  Pills 0 4 6 

16  Pd  a Poors  Eate  1 0 0 

P<i.  a Navy  & Army  Eate  1 16  8 

27  Mary  Milnes’s  little  Girl  [his  grand-daughter] 1 1 0 

6 Apr.  For  *3000  Turf  from  Farcet 1 10  0 

6 Pd  Mr,  Wilkinson  y®  different  half  Y^s.  Taxes  Assessed 

on  my  Windows,  House,  Carriage,  Dog,  Horses, 

Serves,  at  Peterborough  14  1 3 

10  For  a Powder  Licence 110 

20  Gave  M^  Wendred  by  M’^.  Head  for  an  Easter  Offering  0 10  6 

2 May  For  a Lark  & Cage  0 2 6 

4 Entered  myself  as  a Subscriber  by  y®.  Year  at  y® 

Coffee  House,  Peterborough  1 1 0 

At  y®.  Picture  Exhibition  0 1 0 

7 P*^.  Tunwell,  y®  Cook  at  Emanuel  College,  Cambridge, 

by  Chapman’s  Father,  I p^  it  to  Chapman  For 

Brawn  113 


Emmanuel,  Cambridge,  was  the  family  college  of  the  Wades. 
There  was  a Hugh  Wade  who  took  his  degree  there  in  1742  ; 
another  Hugh,  afterwards  fellow,  and  apparently  the  father  of 
William  Hugh  Wade-Gery,  who  graduated  in  1783  ; and  a 
John,  ten  years  later.  William  Hugh  Wade-Gery,  and  his 
brother  Hugh  Wade-Gery,  Rector  of  Bolnhurst,  co.  Hunt., 
(with  both  of  whom  the  present  writer  had  some  acquaintance), 
were  also  of  this  college.  Chapman  was  Mr.  Gery’s  Bailiff, 
or  Manservant.  Similar  entries,  for  purchase  of  brawn,  occur 
later. 


23  May  For  a Powder  Box  to  Mi’  Jacobs  0 1 8 

24  Minster  0 1 0 

30  Pii.  Ml’.  Wilkinson  in  Exchange  for  an  Organ  ag®k 

two  Telescopes  6 0 0 

6 June  Pens  an  Hundred 0 10 

31  July  P<i.  y®.  Feild  Eeeves  for  4 horses  running  in  y®. 

Common  4<i.  pr.  head 0 14 

21  Aug.  Pd  Mi^.  Smith  Clerk  of  y®.  Peace  for  Peterborough 

for  my  Game  Certificate  3 4 0 

Sep.  Pomatam  0 0 7 

1 Oct.  Ml’.  Vinter  for  Inocculating  Beck:  Joice  [the  House- 

maid]   0 10  6 

2 P^.  Mr.  Jacobs  for  4 Volms  of  Lyson’s  Environs  of 

London  & 10  miles  round,  & y®  Carriage  6 12  0 


Mr.  Gery  was  a great  purchaser  of  costly  county  histories  ; 
and  the  library  at  Bushmead  became  celebrated  for  its  collection 
of  such  works.  In  the  few  years  covered  by  these  accounts 
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we  find  purchases  of  Polwhele’s  Devon,  Hasted’s  Kent,  Nash’s 
Worcestershire,  Nichols’  Leicestershire,  Shaw’s  Staffordshire, 
Cox’s  Monmouth,  Dickinson’s  Southwell. 


9 Oct.  A pr.  of  Spurs  0 5 6 

14  For  Edish  Cheese 0 16 

30  pd.  Wilson  for  cleaning  my  Horse  Pistols  0 2 0 

6 Nov.  For  a Painting  of  Peterborough  0 7 6 


In  this  month  Mr.  Gery  gave  up  his  house  at  Peterborough, 
which  was  situated  in  Broad  Bridge  Street,  and  rented  from 
Mrs.  Eichards,  at  £30  a year,  and  went  to  reside  at  Kimbolton, 
where  he  purchased  a house.  From  this  time  therefore  the 
places  mentioned  in  the  accounts  are  seldom  in  the  Fen 
district.  In  the  first  year’s  expenses  we  find  mention  of 
Castor,  Crowland,  Deeping,  Farcet,  Kate’s  Cabin,  Marholm, 
Orton,  Sawtry,  Stilton,  Whittlesey,  Woodston,  Yaxley. 


1797 

21  Nov.  Pd  Pye  ye.  Carrier  of  Eynesbury  for  y®.  Carriage  of 
4 Loads  of  Goods  from  Peterborough  as  by  agree- 
ment in  full  of  all  demands 12  12  0 

5 Dec.  Pd  Chapman  for  a French  Toy  called  a Domino,  a 

Game  to  play  at 0 3 6 

7 Dec.  P<i,  Smith  ye.  Duty  & all  his  other  Expences  in 

full  attending  my  sale  at  Peterborough  ab^^ 12  6 4 

1798 

7 Feb.  Gave  the  Duke  of  Manchesters  Keeper  for  bringing 

me  a present  of  a New  Foundland  Puppy  0 2 6 

Mar.  A Donation  to  Government  10  0 0 

9 Mar.  M^^.  Bithray  for  ferritting  0 6 0 

10  Gave  my  Grandaughter  at  Tansor  1 1 0 

29  pd.  Ld.  Ludlow’s  Gardener  for  3 Miserians 0 16 

Clock  and  Watch  Duty  for  f [of  a year]  0 16  0 

Subsistance  for  a Y^’.  for  Provisional  Cavalry  3 3 0 

26  Apr.  Paid  M^.  Chatteris  & others  for  y®.  Purchase  of  this 

my  House  at  Kimbolton  where  I now  live  1100  0 0 

24  pd.  Ml  Sharman  of  Perry  for  a 3 Yi*.  Old  Bay  Colt  to 

Boot  for  a Filly  of  Mine  7 17  6 

26  May  Gave  to  Stilton  Fire  0 10  6 

9 July  A Fountain  for  y®.  Bird 0 0 8 

23  Bergamot  0 0 6 

2 Aug.  P<i.  Ml  Peirson  in  full  for  Green  Cloth  & Ferreting 

for  y®.  Justice  Boom  Door  0 6 9 

7 P<i.  Ml  Peirson  for  an  Armorial  Certificate  2 2 0 

10  Oct.  Pd.  the  Kevd,  ML  Evanson  of  Catworth  For  an 
Apparatus  for  making  &c,  different  kinds  of  Spa 

Water  2 11  0 

10  Nov.  For  a Welch  Poney  for  my  Grand-children  at 

Bushmead  3 3 0 

10  Dec.  Cephalic  Snuff 0 0 9 
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1799 

2 Jan.  A Q^.  of  a P"*.  of  Wafers 0 16 

Mar.  Pd.  Knibbs  of  Oundle  for  an  Haunch  of  Doe  Venison  0 12  6 
27  Apr.  A Powder  Licence  for  Miss  Garden  [the  Housekeeper]  110 

May  Gave  my  Daughter  Eleanor  Milnes 6 0 0 

6 Nov.  Provisional  Cavalry  half  Y^’  1 4 0 

1800 

Feb.  For  Tickets  Lottery 18  0 0 

20  For  Baffling  0 8 0 

6 Mar.  For  2 8tii  of  Lott^y.  Tickets  to  Mb  Smith  of  Bedford 

Bookseller  4 6 0 

June  P<i.  Mb  Smith  over  what  my  last  Prizes  were  to  buy 

4 8tii  in  ye.  Irish  Lottery 0 3 6 

Sep.  An  Haunch  of  Venison  to  Knibbs  of  Oundle... 2 6 0 

1801 

6 Apr.  Bill  & Expences  when  y®.  Fowl  Stealer  was  taken  up  1 12  6 

23  June  For  three  Days  Composition  at  6^.  pb  Day  instead  of 

doing  Duty  on  ye  Koad  w^^^.  my  Cart  0 18  0 

1802 

Mar.  Spent  with  a Jew 2 0 0 

23  June  A Missal. 1 11  6 

What  are,  Capilair,  Ferreting  (nothing  to  do  with  ferrets), 
Miserians,  Cephalic  Snuff  ? Fleak  hurdles  were  odd  ones  to 
fill  a gap  in  a hedge.  Ed. 


1356.— The  Endowments  of  Peterborough  Chapter 

(1315). — The  Dean  and  Chapter  have  at  times  been  pressed  to 
alienate  the  patrimony  of  their  Church.  A number  of  persons 
is  not  so  easily  worked  as  a corporation  sole ; hence  the 
capitular  estates  of  this  Church  have  survived  the  attempts  of 
the  Court  party,  to  which  the  Bishops  succumbed.  In  1574 
the  Privy  Council*  wrote  to  the  Bishop,  Lord  Mordaunt,  Sir 
Edward  Mountague,  and  others,  ‘ ‘ to  examine  the  reasons  of 
the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  the  Church  of  Pitterburg  why  they 
pretend  they  cannot  assent  to  a lease  which  is  required  by  her 
Majesty’s  letter  to  be  graunted  to  M’’’  Hatton  Capten  of  the 
Guarde  and  to  signifie  their  opinions  that  her  Majesty  may  be 
trewly  informed  of  the  cause  and  for  their  better  proceeding 
do  send  the  articles  alleadged  by  the  said  D & Cap.  in  their 
supplication  and  also  M'‘-  Hatton’s  offers  whereby  they  may 
the  easier  judge  of  the  whole  matter.” 


Acts  of  P.C.  14  Feb.,  1574,  at  Richmond. 
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The  Chapter  preferred  to  choose  their  tenants  and  to  fix 
their  own  rents.  Captain  Hatton  was  a notorious  court- 
favourite,  and  became  a cormorant  of  abbey  lands  when  he 
was  building  Kirby  Hall.  Again  in  1614  the  Chapter  very 
adroitly  resisted  the  solicitation  of  the  third  Lord  Burghley  : — 

To  the  right  Ho : W^.  Lo  : Burghley  at  his  howse  in  St.  James 
London,  theise 

Right  Ho:  Uppon  the  comminge  of  yor  servante  unto  us  we  have 
seriouslie  considered  of  yor  Lordshippes  mocion,  and  fearing  least  the 
promise  of  the  passing  awaye  of  the  roialtyes  of  our  Churche  might  prove 
an  imputacion  to  our  trust,  our  humble  suite  unto  yor  Lordshipp  is  that 
we  may  therwith  first  acquainte  some  of  our  honorable  friends,  in  the 
meane  time  wee  beseeche  yor  Lo : give  us  leave  to  begge  this  at  yor 
handes,  that  yow  will  please  that  the  coppiehold  rents  of  Collingham  wch 
are  deteyned  maye  be  delivered  with  speede  towards  the  paimente  of  our 
poore  Quire,  wch  will  be  an  occasion  unto  us  to  answere  yor  Lo  : in  all 
dutie  and  service  and  so  most  humblye  we  take  our  leaves.  Peterburgh 
this  of  Maye  1614. 

Your  lordships’  to  be  Commanded.  * 

Possibly  some  arrangement  was  made  when  the  Dean  was 
appointed.  When  Gerald  Carlton,  the  King’s  Chaplain,  was 
appointed  in  1543,  Edward  North,  who  was  Treasurer  of  the 
Court  of  Augmentations,!  wrote  the  following  letter  of  advice 
to  one  of  the  court  party  who  could  promote  the  interests  of  a 
nominee. 

To  the  right  Worshipful  and  his  very  ffrend  Gates  one  of  the 
gentylmen  of  o^"  sovereygn  lord  the  Kyng’s  Pryvy  Chamber! 

Jan  : 1643.  Yt  may  lyke  you  good  Gates  to  declare  unto 
Dennye  that  the  Dean  of  Peterburgh  ys  departyd  as  I am  enformyd 
wherfore  yf  he  wyll  anythyng  remember  hys  old  Chapleyne  the  sufEragan 
of  Ippeswych§  he  shall  in  my  mynde  do  very  well  therin,  but  yf  he  do 
opteyne  the  same  ye  wer  not  best  to  declare  yt  unto  the  sufEragan  untill  I 
may  somewhat  werke  with  hym  for  the  same ; and  yf  yt  be  so  that  he 
should  not  opteyne  yt  for  the  sufEragan  then  yf  any  of  prebendaryes  of 
Peterburgh  byne  preferryd  therunto  I think  Dennye  shold  do  a good 
and  a ryght  thankfull  and  a ffryndly  pleasure  to  opteyne  the  prebende 
of  hym  that  shall  so  chance  to  have  the  deanyrye  for  the  deane  of  West- 
minster who  assurydly  dothe  beare  unto  Dennye  as  hartye  love  and 
good  wyll  as  any  prest  dothe  I suppose  of  the  realme.  The  prebends  as 
I do  percyve  byne  but  vipi  yerlye  unles  they  byne  resydent  ther  and  the 
deane  of  Westminster  was  born  thereH  wherfore  yt  should  be  moch  more 

^ Add  MSS.  25,302,  f.  39. 

t 1st  Baron  North,  1496 — 1564.  He  resided  at  Kirtling  (vulgo  Catlage),  New 
market : he  obtained  many  grants  of  abbey  lands.  He  had  also  a mansion  in  the 
Charterhouse. 

I S.P.,  Hy  VIII.,  vol.  xvii.,  Ft.  2. 

§ Thomas  Manning,  formerly  master  of  Mettingham  College,  which  was  granted  to 
Denny,  Apl.  1542,  the  master  having  a pension  of  £40. 

II  William  Benson,  who  took  the  name  of  Boston  from  the  place  of  his  birth. 
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pleasure  unto  hym  then  xx  tymes  the  value  shulde  do  in  any  other 
countrey.  Bothe  Mi’.  Denny  and  you  shall  fynde  the  deane  of  West- 
minstir  to  hys  power  a very  lovyng  and  a thankful  man ; but  yet  yf  ye 
can  opteyne  the  deanyrye  therof  for  the  suffragan  of  Ippeswyche  I suppose 
and  trust  to  make  yt  an  honest  bargayne.  What  ye  y early e profyt 
therof  ys  I do  not  knowe  and  so  most  hartylye  fare  ye  well.  Wrytten 
in  hast  but  not  fully  so  hastye  as  ye  suffragan  wold  be  redye  and  ryde 
to  receyve  the  deanyrye  yf  he  myght  opteyne  the  same. 

Yor’s  assurydlye, 

Edward  North. 

L.G. 

1357.— Manors  of  Bourne  and  Deeping. — Here  are 
some  early  14th  century  notes  of  these  manors  taken  from  the 
Calendars  of  Patent  Rolls. 

(I) 

1310.  Grant  to  Guy  Ferre,  for  his  good  service 

July  6.  to  the  late  king  [Edward  I.]  and  for  the 

Westminster.  expenses  incurred  by  him  whilst  employed  in 

Gascony  and  elsewhere,  of  the  yearly  sum  of 
4:381.  14s.  3^d.,  being  the  sum  payable  by  Henry  de  Lacy, 
earl  of  Lincoln,  to  whom  the  king  has  granted  during  the 
minority  of  the  heir  the  custody  of  the  manors  of  Brunne  and 
Depyng,  co.  Lincoln,  which  manors  Joan,  late  the  wife  of 
John  Wake,  held  at  the  date  of  her  death  of  the  inheritance 
of  Thomas  son  and  heir  of  her  deceased  husband.  Further, 
should  the  heir  die  a minor,  and  should  those  manors,  by 
reason  of  the  minority  of  the  next  heir,  fall  into  the  king’s 
hands,  Guy  Ferre  is  to  continue  to  receive  the  above  sum 
until  such  time  as  the  heir,  if  he  lived,  should  attain  his 
majority.  By  K. 


Mandate  in  pursuance  to  Henry  de  Lacy,  earl  of  Lincoln. 

(II) 

1311.  Mandate  for  payment,  during  the  minority 

April  1.  of  Thomas  son  and  heir  of  John  Wake,  tenant 
Berwick-on-  in  chief,  to  Guy  Ferre,  in  consideration  of  his 
Tweed.  good  service  and  expenses  incurred  by  him  on 
the  service  of  the  late  king  in  Gascony,  of 
438Z.  14s.  3^d.,  by  the  executors  of  Henry  de  Lacy,  late  earl 
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of  Lincoln,  to  whom  the  king  granted  the  custody  of  the 
manor  of  Brunne,  co.  Lincoln,  subject  fco  a yearly  payment  of 
lOlZ.  15s.  bd.,  and  subsequently  that  of  the  manor  of  Depyng, 
subject  to  a like  payment  of  336Z.  18s.  lOfiZ.,  both  which 
manors  had  been  held  by  Joan,  late  the  wife  of  the  same 
John  Wake. 

Mandate  in  pursuance  to  the  treasurer  and  barons  of  the 
Exchequer. 

1311.  Grant  to  queen  Isabella  of  the  custody  of 

Oct.  21.  the  manors  of  Depynge  and  Brunne,  late  in 

Langley.  the  king’s  hands,  by  reason  of  the  custody 

of  Thomas  son  and  heir  of  John  Wake, 
tenant  in  chief.  By  writ. 

(IV) 

1311.  Confirmation  to  Guy  Ferre  of  the  grant  to 

Dec.  7.  him  on  account  of  his  good  service  to  the  late 

Westminster.  king  and  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  him  in 

the  service  of  both  the  late  king  and  present 
king  in  Gascony  and  elsewhere,  of  438Z.  14s.  3JtZ.  issuing  out 
of  the  manors  of  Brunne  and  Depingge,  payable  by  Henry  de 
Lacy,  earl  of  Lincoln,  deceased,  to  whom  the  king  had 
committed  the  custody  of  those  manors,  during  the  minority 
of  Thomas,  son  and  heir  of  John  Wake,  tenant  in  chief,  subject 
to  the  yearly  payment  for  the  manor  of  Brunne  of  lOlZ.  15s.  bd. 
and  for  that  of  Depyngge  of  336Z.  18s.  10J<^.  Guy  Ferre  is 
to  receive  the  above  sum  for  that  term,  or  in  case  of  the  death 
of  Thomas,  until  such  time  as  he  would  be  of  age  if  he  should 
live.  The  executors  of  the  will  of  the  earl  of  Lincoln,  sur- 
rendered the  manors  to  the  king,  who  has  committed  the 
custody  of  the  same  to  William  Inge,  with  the  consent  of 
queen  Isabella,  to  whom  he  had  previously  granted  them  to 
hold  during  the  minority  of  the  heirs  of  John  Wake,  and 
subject  to  the  above  payment  to  Guy  Ferre. 


By  K. 
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(V) 

1312.  Grant  to  Thomas  Wake,  a minor,  son  and 
March  27.  heir  of  John  Wake,  of  the  custody  of  the 

York.  manors  of  Brunne  and  Depyng,  together  with 
their  issues,  from  the  date  of  the  grant  of 
those  manors  to  William  Inge.  He  is  to  pay  every  year,  until 
he  is  of  full  age,  to  Guy  Ferre,  the  sum  of  438Z.  14s.  3f(^., 
but  he  is  to  be  exempt  from  a payment  of  40Z.  a year  to  queen 
Isabella,  for  which  the  king  wdll  grant  her  an  adequate  com- 
petence. The  king  originally  made  a grant  of  the  custody  of 
these  manors  to  queen  Isabella,  but  subsequent  { sic ) with  her 
consent  granted  them  to  William  Inge,  subject  to  a payment 
of  438Z.  14s.  3|(^.  a year,  viz.  101^.  15s.  bd.  for  the  manor  of 
Brunne  and  3362.  18s.  lOftZ.  for  that  of  Deeping,  to  Guy 
Ferre,  to  be  received  by  him  until  Thomas  the  heir  should 
attain  his  full  age,  or  in  case  of  his  death  until  such  time  as, 
had  he  lived,  he  would  have  done  so  ; and  also  subject  to  a 
further  charge  of  402.  a year  payable  to  queen  Isabella  for 
that  term.  Afterwards  the  king  caused  the  manors  to  be 
again  taken  into  his  hands  together  with  the  issues  thereof 
from  the  date  of  the  grant  to  William  Inge,  to  whom  all 
reasonable  costs  and  charges  incurred  by  him  during  the  time 
he  held  the  custody  are  allowed.  William  Inge  is  released 
from  the  payment  of  the  above  sum  to  Guy  Ferre.  By  K. 

(VI) 

1313.  The  like  [commission  of  oyer  and  terminer] 

May  24.  to  Gilbert  Eoubirg,  John  de  Insula,  and  Henry 

Dover.  le  Scrope  touching  the  men  of  Spalding, 

Pincebek,  Boston  and  Langetoft,  who  dug 
turves  in  the  moor  of  Deppinges,  co.  Lincoln,  which  moor  is 
in  the  king’s  hands  by  reason  of  the  minority  of  Thomas  son 
and  heir  of  John  Wake,  tenant  in  chief,  after  it  for  the  fore- 
going reason  fell  into  the  king’s  hands,  and  carried  the  same 
away,  and  who  do  not  desist  from  digging  and  carrying  away 
turves  to  the  loss  of  the  heir  and  the  manifest  waste  of  the 

By  K. 
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1358.— Song  to  Hereward.  — This  song  is  from 
“Hereward,  A Romance,”  lately  written  by  me,  and  issued 
by  the  publishers  to  the  University  of  Dublin.  It  is  supposed 
to  be  sung  by  Leofric,  Hereward’s  minstrel,  to  bis  lord, 
urging  him,  after  the  battle  of  Hastings,  to  return  to  the 
relief  of  bis  countrymen.  Though  the  minstrel  knows  it 
not,  Hereward  is  really  present,  in  disguise,  while  the  song 
is  sung. 

My  hymn  is  now  outpoured 
To  thee,  great  Hereward; 

Arise,  arise,  my  chief. 

Hear  England’s  mighty  grief, 

Haste  Champion  adored  1 

Through  Europe’s  Courts  thy  sounding  fame  is  rung. 

By  scop  and  troubadour  thy  name  is  sung. 

Thy  praise  and  glory  on  each  alien  tongue. 

All  Honour’s  wreaths,  beneath  thy  feet  are  flung ; 

The  French  knight  falls. 

The  Fleming  yields  his  walls. 

From  thee 
They  flee! 

Oh,  Hereward,  ray  Lord. 

England,  that  banished  thee. 

Thou  soul  of  chivalry, 

Now  crushed  and  bleeding  lies. 

While,  like  a swarm  of  flies, 

The  sons  of  Normandy 
’Neath  iron  heel  her  emerald  bosom  tread. 

Thine  ancient  Hall  owns  now  another  Head, 

Thy  saintly  Mother’s  latest  hope  is  dead. 

Great  Alfred’s  freedom  from  his  land  has  fled; 

Arise,  my  Lord, 

Oh  lift  thy  victor  sword  1 
Oh  Light! 

The  Night! 

Illume  and  set  us  free! 

What  harper’s  art  so  high 
To  hymn  thy  gray-blue  eye  ? 

What  tongue  shall  frame  the  sound, 

Like  Woden’s  voice  profound. 

Of  thy  great  battle-cry? 

The  Norman  ranks  like  corn  before  thee  yield. 

With  sword  aloft  thou  sweep’st  them  from  the  field. 

The  mighty  brand  that  thou  alone  canst  wield, 

And  blood-red  flashes  Mercia’s  Eagle  shield  ; 

Forgive,  my  King, 

That  mortal  bard  should  sing 
Renown 
Unknown, 

Save  in  thee,  Paladin ! 

Douglas  C.  Stedman,  B.A. 
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1359— “The  Sacrilegious  Gamesters”  (1311).— In  the 

middle  of  the  last  century  old  people  in  Holbeach  and  the 
neighbourhood  used  to  say  that  the  disgust  of  the  neighbours, 
and  the  shame  of  relatives,  provoked  by  the  ghastly  occurrence 
described  under  the  above  title,  were  so  great  that  a correct 
knowledge  of  the  details  of  the  incident  was  as  much  as  possible 
suppressed,  so  as  to  shield  the  families  of  the  guilty  trio  from 
the  finger  of  scorn.  An  old  lady,  a native  of  Holbeach,  who 
died  a nonagenarian  late  in  the  19th  century,  said  she  knew 
well  the  parties  of  whose  conduct  ‘ ‘ Holbeach  people  blushed 
to  speak.”  She  would  never  give  their  names,  to  avoid  hurting 
the  feelings  of  their  descendants.  Local  gossip  preserved  the 
memory  of  the  fact,  of  course  exaggerating  much,  and  adding 
some  incidents  that  were  pure  invention.  Hence  we  can 
imagine  writers,  dilating  on  such  gossip  with  poetical  licence, 
developed  the  account  of  the  actual  facts  into  something  of  the 
nature  of  a legend. 

The  facts  appear  to  have  been  well  met  by  the  Eev.  G.  W. 
Macdonald,  in  his  Historical  Notes  of  Holbeach,  pp.  137,  &c. 
The  prevailing  notion  of  years  ago  was  that  a jolly  quartet  met 
frequently  at  “The  Chequers  ” for  cards  and  carouse.  It  was 
arranged  that  when  the  first  one  of  them  died,  the  other  three 
were  to  play  a last  rubber  with  him.  The  roads  were  at  times 
almost  impassable  in  the  marshes  ; at  the  best,  locomotion  was 
not  easy.  It  was  not  unusual  for  a corpse  from  a distance  to 
rest  in  the  church  for  the  night.  Even  so  lately  as  1884  the 
body  of  Captain  Barker  was  brought  from  Elm,  in  Cambridge- 
shire, and  placed  for  the  night  in  Holbeach  Church. 

Besides  the  sets  of  verses  already  mentioned,  by  Eliza  Cook 
and  M”".  Eawnsley,  there  is  another  by  Eichard  Harris,  of 
Boston.  I am  not  aware  that  this  has  ever  been  published. 
Among  the  papers  of  the  late  Miss  Slator  a poem  about  these 
Gamesters  was  found.  The  MS.  is  now  in  the  possession  of 
Canon  Hemmans.  Below  the  lines  is  given  the  date,  1783, 
which  may  be  taken  to  fix  the  time  of  the  occurrence.  The 
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participators  in  the  sacrilegious  frolic  are  described  by  their 
Christian  names  only  ; but  some  notes  give  also  the  initials 
of  the  surnames.  All  their  names  are  well  known  to  the 
present  writer,  but  no  good  purpose  would  be  served  by 
publishing  them.  The  last  survivor  died  in  1829. 

Harris’s  verses,  which  are  entitled  “ The  Legend  of  Holbeach 
Church,  ” contain  224  lines.  No  mention  is  made  of  the  alleged 
compact  that  a final  game  was  to  be  played  with  a corpse  as 
dummy.  A point  is  introduced,  which  I have  not  seen 
elsewhere ; it  is  represented  that  the  first  death  occurred 
unexpectedly,  after  the  man  had  resolved  to  abandon  his  weekly 
gambling. 

These  four,  they  made  a merry  party  ; 

Their  oaths  were  loud,  their  laughter  hearty. 

So  sure  as  market-day  came  round 
At  cards  and  swearing  they  were  found. 

And  hard  they  swore,  and  long  they  played. 

And  deep  they  drank,  and  late  they  stayed. 

But  bragging  Jemmy  one  night  swore 
With  these  three  men  he’d  play  no  more. 

He’d  sworn  it  oft ; but  oft  in  vain — 

Each  market-day  they  played  again. 

But  now  to  keep  his  word  he  tried: — 

Before  next  market-day  he  died. 

This  version  also  makes  out  that  one  of  the  three  did 
actually  die  during  the  game.  But  this  does  not  accord  with 
the  hnoion  facts. 

There  is  ample  evidence  that  the  story  is  Jio  mere  legend, 
but  has  a real  foundation  in  a gross  piece  of  sacrilege. 

S.E. 


1360.— Skirbeck  Church  (1342). 

A.D.  1908. — The  nineteenth  century  began  with  things  as 
bad  as  possible,  but  decided  improvement  was  manifested 
towards  its  close.  The  advowson  was  sold  in  1794  by  Mr. 
Birtwhistle’s  devisees  (see  p.  218)  to  Mr.  William  Vollans, 

who  no  doubt  intended  to  present  his  son,  a clergyman,  but  this  son  was 
unfortunately  a dissipated  man,  whose  vagaries  led  to  financial  embarrass- 
ments, and  to  his  being  imprisoned  for  debt  in  Marshalsea  Prison.  The 
Benefice  becoming  vacant  in  1811  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Vardill,  the  Rev. 
William  Vollans  did  not  present  himself,  because,  if  he  had  done  so,  the 
living  would  at  once  have  been  put  under  sequestration,  and  the  money 
would  have  gone  to  his  creditors  : but  the  right  of  pfitronage  was  a trust 
and  therefore  the  creditors  could  not  touch  that;  so  he  took  money 
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(which  he  kept  for  himself)  on  condition  of  exercising  his  trust  in  a 
particular  direction,  and  appointed  Thomas  Bland.  Bland  died  in  1818 
and  Robert  Campbell  was  appointed  by  Vollans  in  a similar  fashion. 
Neither  of  these  two  Rectors  was  resident,  Mr.  Simpson  remaining  as 
Curate  until  his  death  in  1826,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  John 
Furness  Ogle,  afterwards  Vicar  of  Boston.  Mr.  Vollans’  affairs  came  into 
the  hands  of  a firm  of  Solicitors,  one  of  whom  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  Roy’s 
brother.  Dr.  Roy  had  come  from  India  where  he  had  been  senior  chaplain 
at  Madras,  and  was  anxious  to  obtain  preferment  in  England  : so  Vollans 
presented  him  to  Skirbeck  Rectory  when  Campbell  died  in  1833,  on 
condition  of  his  subsequently  buying  the  perpetual  advowson,  which  he  did 
in  1837  ; he  was  the  first  resident  Rector  within  living  memory.  Vollans 
died  in  1839. 

This  was  just  before  the  beginning  of  the  Oxford  movement.  For  the 
century  which  ended  in  1815  England  had  been  fully  occupied  by  the 
struggle  with  France  for  the  premier  position  as  an  Indian,  Colonial, 
and  mercantile  power : now  attention  was  again  turned  to  home  affairs. 

Bishops  had  been  told  that  they  must  put  their  house  in 

order.  In  1 833  was  preached  Keble’s  great  sermon  on  “ National 
Apostacy  ” from  which  the  Oxford  movement  is  dated.  This  movement 
taught  people  to  feel  the  corporate  life  of  the  Church  as  an  institution,  not 
resting  on  the  authority  of  State,  but  created  by  Jesus  Christ  and 
dependent  on  Him  alone.  Dr.  Roy  was  a man  of  great  power  and  had 
lived  with  statesmen  and  soldiers,  and  he  brought  the  stir  of  intellectual 
life  to  what  was  a stagnant  muddy  pool : he  soon  became  one  of  the 
leading  men  in  the  neighbourhood,  being  for  example  Chairman  of  the 
Magistrates,  and  first  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  : Above  all,  he 
taught  people  to  give  : hitherto  they  had  rested  entirely  on  ancient 

endowments  or  on  state  aid ; the  lesson  was  the  less  hard  to  teach  as 
wealth  was  increasing  by  leaps  and  bounds.  Still,  he  used  to  tell  a story 
of  a rich  man  in  Skirbeck  Quarter  (whose  family  is  now  extinct),  who 
evaded  his  demands  by  means  of  the  see-saw  swindle.  If  Dr.  Roy  asked 
him  for  money,  he  refused  because,  as  he  said,  he  always  attended  Boston 
Church  : when,  at  Dr.  Roy’s  suggestion,  the  Vicar  of  Boston  asked  him  for 
money,  he  refused  because  he  did  not  live  in  Boston ; when  they  both 
caught  him  together,  he  refused  because  he  said  he  was  being  bunted 
down.  Mr.  Roy’s  most  generous  supporters  were  the  Rawson  family,  many 
of  whom  are  buried  in  the  great  raised  tomb  immediately  to  the  east  of 
the  church,  which,  when  the  chancel  is  rebuilt,  will  be  immediately  under 
the  high  altar.  Dr.  Roy  first  built  schools  on  the  Spilsby  Road  (disused 
for  purposes  of  elementary  education  since  1894),  and  conducted  service  in 
them  for  people  in  the  northern  part  of  the  parish ; and  then  bought  a site 
and  began  to  raise  money  to  build  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  an 
almost  incredible  achievement  at  that  time.  He  also  improved  the  rectory 
house,  laying  out  and  planting  the  grounds,  and  building  a new  entrance 
hall,  drawing  room  and  dining  room  with  bedrooms  over : but  hardly  had 
he  finished  it  when  in  January,  1847,  the  house  was  burnt  down,  and  most 
of  his  valuable  Indian  furniture  and  plate  destroyed.  The  church  plate 
was  also  destroyed,  but  new  plate  of  great  weight  though  of  inappropriate 
design  (as  was  almost  inevitable  at  that  period)  was  given  by  the  Rawsons: 
this  has  been  disused  since  1892.  Dr.  Roy  re-built  the  house  on  the  old 
lines  but  with  better  details  and  construction ; the  burden,  however,  was 
too  much  for  him  more  especially  as  he  lost  a large  part  of  his  private 
fortune  through  the  fraud  of  an  agent,  and  had  the  task  of  completing 
Holy  Trinity  Church,  of  which  Sir  G.  G.  Scott  was  the  architect.  When  it 
was  consecrated  in  1848,  it  was  considered  a model  from  an  architectural 
point  of  view.  The  design  included  a tower  and  spire  which  have  never 
been  built.  The  erection  of  this  church  no  doubt  did  much  to  stimulate 
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the  movement  for  the  restoration  of  Boston  Church  which  was  begun 

shortly  afterwards. 

Dr.  Koy  died  in  1852,  a worn  out  man,  though  only  sixty-two  years  of 
ag-e.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  the  Rev.  R.  E.  Roy,  who,  though  not 
gifted  with  his  father’s  force  of  character,  or  endowed  with  his  pecuniary 
means,  faithfully  endeavoured  to  follow  in  his  footsteps,  ever  seeking  to 
attain  a high  ideal,  though  somewhat  hampered  by  inability  to  change  his 
point  of  view,  as  the  opinions  of  those  round  about  him  developed.  He 
first  founded  elementary  schools  in  1857  on  the  glebe  land  ; he  began  a 
week-day  service  in  the  almshouses  in  the  distant  and  neglected  hamlet  of 
Skirbeck  Quarter,  whose  population  was  growing  considerably,  and  it  was 
to  some  extent  through  his  influence  that  the  Rawson  family  rebuilt 
S.  Leonard’s  almshouses  at  Hospital  Bridge.  Then  in  1867  he  built  a small 
school-room  at  Skirbeck  Quarter.  The  northern  part  of  the  parish  was 
now  beginning  to  feel  its  dependence  on  the  old  church  irksome,  and  at 
last,  though  very  reluctantly.  Mr.  Roy  consented  in  1874  to  Holy  Trinity 
being  made  a separate  parish,  and,  being  always  most  generous  in  money 
matters,  permitted  £114  per  annum  to  be  charged  upon  his  endowments 
as  the  Vicar’s  stipend.  A Vicarage  house  was  built  and  other  moneys 
were  raised.  No  sooner  was  he  thus  relieved,  than  Mr.  Roy.  still  mainly 
with  the  help  of  the  Rawsons,  began  the  restoration  of  the  old  church  on 
which  considerably  over  £2,000  was  spent ; The  dilapidated  brick-work 
with  which  the  aisles  were  rebuilt  in  1598.  was  pulled  down  : eighteen 
inches  of  soil  taken  out  of  the  church,  exposing  the  bases  of  the  columns : 
the  aisles  were  re-built  in  stone : the  portion  of  the  clerestory  pulled  down 
in  1598  was  re-built : a good  floor  made  : the  flat  roof  removed,  and  the 
present  rather  heavy  and  ugly  roof  erected  at  the  old  pitch  and  continued 
right  to  the  east  end,  the  sham  chancel  arch  being  removed.  Sir  G. 
Gilbert  Scott  was  the  architect.  After  this  restoration  the  church  looked 
like  a church,  though  still  a very  bare  and  incomplete  one.  This  work 
completed,  Mr.  Roy  began  to  urge  the  people  of  Skirbeck  Quarter  to  add 
to  the  schoolroom,  making  it  a schr.ol  chapel,  and  providing  the  extra 
accommodation  required  by  H.M.  Inspector,  and  he  also  persuaded  them 
to  provide  part  of  the  stipend  of  a curate  to  serve  partly  in  this  hamlet. 
Here  again  he  was  reluctant  to  give  up  control;  but  since  1884  the  people 
of  Skirbeck  Quarter  have  provided  the  whole  of  the  curate’s  stipend  and 
the  hamlet  has  been  worked  as  a separate  parish  though  on  a voluntary 
footing,  the  school  having  been  much  enlarged,  and  a temporary  church, 
parsonage  house,  and  parish  room  provided.  Thus,  out  of  over  4,000  acres 
in  his  original  parish,  Mr,  Roy  was  practically  relieved  of  all  but  1500 : 
and  out  of  nearly  5,000  persons  resident  in  the  original  parish,  the  present 
Rector  is  only  practically  concerned  with  about  1.500.  Unfortunately  the 
agricultural  depression  and  wet  seasons  much  affected  the  income  of  the 
benefice,  and  in  1884  and  1885  Mr.  Roy  borrowed  sums  amounting  to 
£1,513  from  the  Lands  Improvement  Society  in  order  to  underdrain  and 
improve  his  glebe,  and  these  sums  are  repayable  with  interest  by  twenty- 
five  annual  payments  of  a little  over  £100  each,  some  of  which  still  remain 
to  be  paid  by  the  present  Rector.  Mr.  Roy,  however,  did  not  relax  his 
efforts  for  the  parish,  though  the  character  of  its  inhabitants  was 
completely  changed  owing  to  the  building  of  Boston  Dock  in  the  early 
eighties  ; so  that  the  Rector’s  ideas  were  quite  out  of  harmony  with  those 
of  the  people,  and  the  congregations,  revived  by  his  father,  dwindled  to  a 
very  small  number.  In  the  last  twenty-five  years  of  his  life  the 
S.  Nicholas  schools  were  largely  extended  and  a good  deal  done  towards 
the  restoration  of  the  tower,  the  great  arch  and  west  window  blocked  in 
1598  being  re-opened.  A new  font  was  given  and  a small  organ  provided. 

Mr.  Roy  died  in  1902,  and  the  Rev.  W.  T.  Jennings,  the  present  Rector, 
was  then  presented.  On  Dr.  Roy’s  death  the  ad vowson  passed  to  his  widow, 
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and  on  her  death  the  two  advowsons  of  Skirbeck  S.  Nicholas  and  Skirbeck 
Holy  Trinity  were  sold  to  Mrs.  Alcock.  in  order  that  she  might  secure  the 
presentation  to  Holy  Trinity,  which  was  then  likely  to  soon  become 
vacant  owing  to  the  preferment  of  the  Eev.  H.  B.  Streatfeild,  the  second 
Vicar.  The  advowson  of  S.  Nicholas  was  shortly  afterwards  purchased 
by  Mr.  J.  J.  Jebb,  Mrs.  Eoy’s  son-in-law,  from  Mrs.  Alcock,  and  by  him 
given  to  his  son  the  present  patron. 

The  present  Eector  has  (Deo  gratias)  been  able  to  gather  a congrega- 
tion which  has  become  too  large  for  the  portion  of  the  church  left  standing 
in  1698,  when  so  much  was  pulled  down  because  the  church  was  then  too 
large.  Plans  were  prepared  by  the  late  Mr.  G.  F.  Bodley,  E.A.,  for  the 
rebuilding  of  the  whole  of  what  had  been  pulled  down,  viz.,  chancel  with 
vestries  on  the  north  side,  and  organ  chamber  on  the  south,  heating 
chamber  under  vestry,  rood  turret,  two  eastern  bays  to  each  aisle,  and 
north  and  south  porches.  Of  these  works,  the  extension  of  the  aisles,  the 
vestries,  and  heating  chamber  have  been  completed  at  a cost  of  £2,700. 
Moreover,  the  arcade  had  not  been  adequately  repaired  in  the  previous 
restoration,  and  £300  had  to  be  spent  on  this ; thirteen  of  the  fifty-two 
detached  shafts  which  surround  the  columns  had  been  broken,  and  these 
have  been  replaced  in  Purbeck  marble,  and  the  others  will  perhaps  follow 
in  course  of  time.  A beginning  has  also  been  made  in  the  furnishing  of 
the  church : a chapel  was  known  to  have  existed  at  the  end  of  the  north 
aisle,  though  it  was  pulled  down,  for  an  aumbry  remained  in  the  exterior 
wall.  This  is  now  within  the  church,  and  when  the  wall  blocking  the 
adjoining  arch  was  removed,  a curious  and  beautiful  little  piscina  was 
found  bracketted  out  from  the  respond  beside  it.  Another  peculiarity  of 
this  part  of  the  church  is  that  the  north  eastern  respond  is  pushed  forward 
some  four  feet  to  allow  a space  of  blank  wall  in  which,  though  well  above 
the  top  of  the  pillar,  is  the  entrance  to  the  ancient  rood  loft,  which  must, 
by  the  evidence  of  the  stone  corbels,  two  within  the  chancel  {i.e.,  now 
outside  the  truncated  church)  and  two  within  the  nave,  have  been  a very- 
magnificent  one.  To  get  to  this  doorway  it  has  been  necessary  to  throw  a 
sort  of  landing  across  the  east  end  of  the  north  aisle,  and  this  is  supported 
by  an  arch  which  forms  a beautiful  canopy  over  the  side  altar  there. 
Over  the  arch  is  a niche,  with  a statue  of  Our  Lady  and  the  Holy  Child, 
and  on  either  side  are  shields  bearing  monograms  of  our  Lord.  The  altar 
table  itself  is  the  old  carved  oak  one  of  1598,  which  since  1875  had  been 
in  the  part  of  the  church  screened  oS  a vestry : the  frame  has  been 
slightly  raised,  and  it  is  dignified  by  a very  massive  black  marble  mensa 
in  place  of  the  old  deal  one.  A new  carved  oak  table  has  been  given  for 
the  high  altar,  a white  frontal  and  plain  hangings  at  the  back  have  been 
provided,  on  the  shelf  behind  it  are  three  very  handsome  renaissance 
candlesticks  of  brass,  originally  made  for  a Freemasons  Lodge  : the  central 
one  has  been  ingeniously  made  into  the  base  of  a temporary  altar  cross. 
Two  copes  and  a red  chasuble  have  been  given,  also  a processional  cross, 
two  oriental  rugs  to  go  before  the  altars,  a bier  and  pall ; there  are  five 
stained  glass  windows,  the  remains  of  the  old  shattered  font  of  1 662  have 
been  converted  into  a credence  and  piscina,  and,  generally  speaking,  though 
the  church  is  still  very  poorly  furnished,  it  looks  as  if  it  was  loved, 
reverenced,  and  cared  for. 

Application  is  now  being  made  for  an  order  in  Council  which  will 
transfer  the  hamlet  of  Skirbeck  Quarter  from  the  parish  of  Skirbeck  to 
that  of  Wyberton,  to  which  it  is  adjacent. 

The  foregoing  extracts,  with  the  exception  of  the  last 
part,  are  from  a series  of  articles  contributed  to  the  Shirhech 
Parish  Magazine  by  Mr.  G.  Jebb. 
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1361.— Chare  Fen  (1353). — With  regard  to  the  word 
“chair  ” or  “char”  mentioned  by  your  correspondent  H.R.S., 
I may  say  that  my  father,  when  his  District  as  Inspector  of 
Schools  included  the  Cambridgeshire  Fens,  investigated  the 
question  of  Littleport  “chair”  or  “chain.”  I have  a letter 
written  to  him  in  1870  by  Mr.  Robert  Leach,  the  school- 
master at  Littleport,  which  seems  to  prove  that  the  true 
reading  may  be  “ chain,”  as  the  farm  from  which  the  artificial 
cut  starts  to  join  the  Great  Ouse  to  the  Little  Ouse,  or  Brandon 
Creek,  is  still  called  “the  Chain  Farm”;  the  house  stands  on 
ancient  foundations  at  what  is  called  in  legal  documents 
“Priests  Houses.” 

But  in  his  architectural  studies  my  father  found  that  the 
wooden  roof  which  covers  the  stone  vault  of  the  Chapel  at 
King’s  College,  Cambridge,  is  spoken  of  as  the  “ char  ” roof. 
In  Willis  and  Clark’s  Architectural  History  of  the  University 
of  Cambridge  there  is  mention  of  “the  chaire  organ”  both  at 
Trinity  and  King’s  Colleges,  and  the  word  seems  the  same 
as  that  applied  to  the  roof,  and  to  mean  “supplementary.”^ 

As  for  charwoman,  see  the  notes  in  the  Variorum  ShaJcesyeare  ; 
upon  the  passage  in  Antony  and  Cleopatra,  iv.  13,  “And  does 
the  meanest  chares,”  Steevens  has  the  note  ^‘i.e.  task  work. 
Hence  our  term  chareiuomanV  So,  in  Heywood’s  Baye  of 
Lucrece,  1630,  is  : — 

She,  like  a good  wife,  is  teaching  her  servants  sundry  chares. 

Again,  in  Heywood’s  Brai^en  Age,  1613  : — 

spins 

Cards,  and  does  charework. 

Again,  in  Warner’s  Albion's  England,  ch.  91,  Robin 
Goodfellow  says  : — 

“And  at  my  crummed  messe  of  milke, 

each  night  from  maid  or  dame, 

To  do  their  chares,  as  they  suppos’d,”  &c.  Steevens. 

* Chair  organ  has  also  been  interpreted  as  a variety  of  Choir  organ;  and  to  be 
associated  with  the  fact  that  the  Choir  organ  was  generally  placed  behind  the  organist’s 
seat. 
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In  Bailey’s  Universal  Etymological  English  Dictionary, 
1745,  we  read  : — 

CHAR  1 [perhaps  of  Care,  Sax,~\  a Jobb,  or  small  Piece 

CHARE  / of  Work  .... 

QIAKKE- Woman,  one  hired  by  the  Day,  to  do  the  Drudgery 
Work  of  a House. 

To  CHARE  \ to  separate  the  large  Chaff  from  the  Corn,  or 

To  CARE  f smaller  Chaff,  with  a Rake. 

Bailey  also  gives  char,  a fish  ; char,  a chariot ; charr,  to 
burn  wood  ; and  charr,  a quantity  of  thirty  pigs  of  lead.  But 
nothing  here  throws  any  light  upon  Chare  Fen  ; unless  we 
can  find  a clue  in  the  verb  chare,  to  separate. 

The  N.  E.  D.  has  three  different  nouns  with  the  spelling 
chare. 

Chare,  char,  sl>. 

A turning  or  movement  back,  return,  retreat  \ fig  . . . repentance. 

A turn  or  stroke  of  work ; an  action,  deed ; a piece  of  work  or  business. 
Ohs.  esp.  An  occasional  turn  of  work,  an  odd  job,  esp.  of  household  work ; 
hence  in  pi.  the  household  work  of  a domestic  servant. 

Chare,  sh. 

Local  name  for  a narrow  lane,  alley,  or  wynd.  in  Newcastle  and  some 
neighbouring  towns ; also  for  some  country  lanes  and  field  tracks,  e.g.  the 
three  which  converge  at  Chare  ends,  by  the  landing-place  on  Holy  Island. 

Chare,  sh. 

Flesh,  meat.  (Only  in  French  names  of  dishes.) 

The  suggestion  that  the  meaning  of  a narrow  passage  had 
something  to  do  with  Chare  Fen  was  considered  in  Notes  and 
Queries,  (see  ante  p.  228,)  but  rejected. 

“Char,”  as  the  first  syllable,  occurs  in  the  names  of  several 
places  in  England.  Some  of  these  are  supposed  to  be  derived 
from  Cerdic.  The  etymology  of  Charing,  a village  in  Kent  as 
well  as  one  by  Westminster  (Charing  Cross),  is  not  known. 
Possibly  if  scholars  could  agree  upon  this  it  might  help  us. 
In  Hayward's  Map  of  the  Fens,  1604,  I find  Littleport  Chaire. 
In  Wells’s  Great  Map  of  the  Bedford  Level  Chatteris  is  spelt 
Chartres.  Prof.  Skeat,  in  Place  Names  of  Cambridgeshire, 
p.  69,  has  collected  a variety  of  spellings  of  the  name  of  this 
place,  but  not  one  of  them  has  r in  the  first  syllable. 

Can  there  possibly  be  any  connection  with  Car  Dyke  ? 
This  was  thought  by  Stukeley  to  have  extended  into  Cam- 
bridgeshire. He  thought  that  “Car”  was  a contraction  of 
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Carausius,  to  whom,  as  Prof.  Babington  says,  “he  referred 
nearly  every  ancient  work  in  this  part  of  England.”  He  says 
that  the  channel  of  this  supposed  extension  of  Car  Dyke 
“runs  by  Chare  Fen  in  the  parish  of  Cottenham  ....  and 
passes  into  the  present  river  called  the  Old  Ouse,  going  to  the 
great  wooden  bridge  upon  Audrey  causeway,  whence  it  goes 
along  the  present  channel  of  the  river  westwards  to  Earith.” 
But,  says  Prof.  Babington,  in  commenting  on  this  passage, 
“I  cannot  find  the  position  of  Chare  Fen.  It  is  not  marked 
on  Wall’s^  map  or  noticed  in  his  book  ” (Ancient  Gambridgechire^ 
p.  109). 

The  variation  of  “ Chain,”  in  the  case  of  Littleport  Chair, 
seems  hard  to  explain.  It  might  be  a chain  across  the  river 
to  collect  tolls.  There  used  to  be  one  across  the  Cam  at 
Upware,  and  one  a little  way  above  Ely,  and  this  latter  was 
merely  for  tolls.  Littleport  Chain  may  have  been  established 
to  repay  the  expenses  of  making  the  cut  connecting  the  Great 
and  Little  Ouse,  tem'^.  Edward  II.  But  all  this  is  guess-work. 

I am  glad  to  find  this  question  has  been  raised,  and  hope 
some  of  our  readers  may  hit  upon  a solution.  It  has  puzzled 
me  for  years.  Aubrey  Stewart. 

1362.— LeYerington  Parish  Accounts  (1335). — These 
accounts  are  far  too  voluminous  for  us  to  attempt  to  give  them 
in  extenso.  But  at  the  risk  of  offending  some  readers  who  object 
to  extracts  only  being  given  from  such  documents,  we  select 
some  of  the  most  curious  or  noteworthy  entries  that  occur  in 
the  first  volume  as  described  on  p.  184.  It  has  been  pointed 
out  that  the  series  of  Churchwardens’  Accounts  is  not  complete. 
A few  notes  are  added : but  most  of  the  words  needs  no 
explanation. 

1615 

It  sol  for  iiij  unc  & 1 ...  off  Garnyshyng  sylke  for  y® 


Coappys  [copes]  iiijs  iijd 

It  sol  [paid]  pro  A li  [pound]  off  blew  Thred  viijd 

It  sol  for  ma%ng  off  y®  chyrch  lanterne  iiijd 


■*  So  in  text ; apparently  meaning  Wells’s  Great  Map  mentioned  above. 
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1519 

to  Ric’  Adam  for  Rent  to  the  Prior  oE  Ely  for  the  last  yer  vjd 

for  a stapull  makyng  to  the  belhous  dore  ijd 

for  schyftynge  & mendynge  of  the  Vestmentte viijd 

to  Th  Leynham  for  amercyment  of  the  Kyrke  londe  in 

Richmond  cortt  xv^ 

to  Ric’  Thormer  for  mendyng  of  the  grett  bell vijs 

to  the  same  Ric’  for  yernwerke  to  the  same  bell xiiijd 

to  John  Drane  for  gryndyng  of  Thormers  tolys  iiijd 

to  the  same  John  for  1 day  & di.  working  ther vjd 

to  Willm  Adam  for  vij  dayes  helpyng  Thormer.... xiiijd 

to  John  Drane  for  hurtyng  of  his  grynston  iiijd 

to  John  Edward  tailo^^  for  beyng  w^  Thormer  vij  dayes  ...  xiiijd 

to  Willm  Buschop  for  helpyng  Thormer  iiij  dayes  viijd 

to  Ric’  Thormer  for  mendyng  of  the  Medil  bell  & for  yren 

Werk  vijd 

to  Kateryn  Dunche  for  Bordyng  of  all  the  men  vjs  vijd 

to  Kerry  Calowe  for  Akyrsylver  on  Wisbech  syde  ijd 

to  Laurens  Hunt  for  recordinge  the  londs  yt  Hew  Plome 

beqwethed  to  the  chirch iiijd 

in  exspnc’  of  the  vestment  makers  whan  they  cam  for  hir 

[their]  money  ixd 

to  John  Wryght  for  yokkyng  of  the  grett  bell viijd 

to  Kerry  Calow  for  Akyr  sylver  xd 

1520 

in  exspnc’  for  the  bell  yoter  & other  persones  xd 

for  a skyn  of  redlasch  bowt  [bought] vd 

for  mendyng  of  ij  coopys viijd 

for  A yard  of  bokeram  bowte  viijd 

for  Hunderd  mony  to  the  dichrevys  vjd 

for  lynd  to  the  chauncell  bell  iijd 

for  mendyng  of  A loke  in  the  Gild  Hall jd 

to  Will  Degyll  for  floryng  the  bell  whelys  iiijd 

to  Kerry  Calow  for  a tree  in  to  y®  Vestry  [probably  a 

beam] iiijd 

to  the  parson  for  the  vestment  sewt  xxvjs  viij*i 

in  exspnc’  at  fittonhall  cortt ij'i 

1521 

(Rent  this  year  paid  to  the  Prior  of  Ely  for  2 years  2».  8d) 

to  Robt  Peyntur  for  making  of  the  Awter  clothes  iijs  viijd 

in  exspnc’  for  wyndyng  & tendyng  of  the  copys  ijd 

After  this,  but  in  same  writing,  is  this : — 


Md  that  the  sonday  befor  Seynt  Awdre  the  yer  of  o^'  lord  a thowsand 
CCCCC  & XXti  it  is  to  be  knowyn  that  Mch  Bend  & Marten  Greswell 
exec’  of  the  testament  of  Willm  Sly  hafe  full  paid  & content  the  parysch 
of  Leveryngton  the  Sum  of  x li  wich  was  gyfen  to  the  seid  parysch  by 
the  seid  Will  Sly  and  so  they  be  clerly  discharged  therof 
Among  recess  this  year  are  : — 

of  the  toun  of  Leveryngton  for  Rome  silver vjs  jd 

of  the  gaderyng  in  the  chirch  for  Peynter vijd 

1520 

in  exspnc’ of  the  Gy Iders  whan  they  mad  hir  stagy ng  ...  viijd 

a man  ij  dayes  helpyng  them  the  sam  tyme viijd 

for  nayll  & lynd  bowt  the  sam  tym  to  ther  stages  xjd 

to  John  Peerson  for  strowing  of  a lake  in  pokeldrove vjd 

to  Th  Sadelar  for  Aldery  cawsy  v® 

in  exspnc’  for  the  Gildar  Robt  Fryng  & Laur  Hunt  for 
rydynge  to  Folkyngham  for  to  see  the  Rod  lofte  ther...  ij® 
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for  a tre  bowt  at  Wisbech  that  the  Eod  stand  on  

for  caryage  of  the  same  Tymber  

for  iiij  schort  bords  to  close  the  Gressyng 

for  ij  scaches  to  saw  tymber  on  that  the  gilders  brent  ... 
to  Laurens  Meten  smyth  for  schotyng  the  gogyon  of  the 

forbell  

1622 

to  Eye’  Cony  for  hechyng  y®  fendyke 

to  y®  same  Eye’  for  setting  y®  same  dyke  behynd  

to  Eye’  Tyll  for  suyng  y®  close  of  y®  rode  loffte  

to  ye  fre  mason  for  hernes  peney  [earnest  penny]  of  y® 

stepyll  

to  Wyll  Adam  for  foyng  the  leyde  and  bering  y®  crosse  at 
y®  rogacion  days 

1623 

for  wotmell  (?  oatmeal)  & sallte  

to  Eye’  Thormar  for  buckytts  & A clapar  maykyn  

for  Twchhyn  gyrdylls  [tucking  girdles] 

for  a Twbbe  hwpyn  [hooping  a tub]  

to  Wyll  Dygyll  for  may^n  Candyllthyckes  on  y®  rode 

loffte  

in  exspe’  for  mendyn  Swrblys  [surplice] 

for  halfe  horse  hyde  

to  Symon  Hangewyn  for  twyys  gong  to  Wysbych  wytt  ys 
carte  

1626 

to  Willm  Degyll  for  maykyng  the  gyld  hall  loft  

to  John  Grey  for  walyng  the  gylde  hall 

for  carting  reyd  to  the  gyld  hall 

to  Th  Byschopp  for  warking  att  the  gyld  hall 

to  Eich’  Thormer  for  lokys  & hengylls  to  y ® gylde  hall  . . . 

in  exspnc’  whan  the  cartyd  reyd  to  y®  gylde  hall  

for  reyd  to  the  gylde  hall 

to  Mr  Person  servand  for  thaykyng  y®  gylde  hall 

for  tukkyng  gyrdels  & Swepe  

for  a lynd  bowt  att  Lyn  w^  a chonys 

in  expens  on  Halow  thwrsday  to  y®  Eynggar  

to  Will’  Byschepp  for  thaykyng  the  gylde  hall 

to  the  mason  for  maykyng  of  the  west  wyndow  

for  the  Obbitt  of  the  gyld  hall 

(among  rec^®  is) 

of  Eich’  Adam  Jun’  for  cheys  

of  John  Croft  be  the  gyft  of  John  Pokoke  of  Tvdd  Sentt 

Gylys ' 

of  Will’  Gren  for  cheys  

of  the  May  lyght 

1626 

to  John  Glayzar  for  maykyng  of  the  west  wyndow 

for  a surplys  maykyng  

for  mendyng  of  a lay  ton 

to  Lyham  Wyse  of  Wysbech  for  pondag  of  Catyll 
(from  receipts) 

of  the  gatheryng  for  oure  layds  lyght 

1627  (mention  of  the  “ Chanthre  lande  ”) 

to  Bone  for  yherne  warke  to  y®  here  

to  y®  gyllder  for  ys  hyrnys  of  saimpgeor  


ij® 

vjd 

iiijd 

viijd 


V®  vijd 
xijd 
id 

iiijd 

Xvd 

id 

V®  viijd 


iiijd 

vjd 

xijd 

iiijd 


iiij®  yd 

viijd 
X viijd 
ij®  viijd 
iiijd 

j*^ 

X®  ijd 
viijd 
jd,  ob. 
xiijd 

j^^ 

vjs  viijd 
XX® 

ij®  j*^ 


xxijd 

iiij® 

iijs  iiijd 

V® 


XX® 
viijs  jd 

ij^^ 

iiijd 

iij  iiij*^ 

xxjd 

j^ 
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(from  receipts) 

of  the  gatheryn  in  the  chyrche  for  the  sepullker  lyytt  & 

or  lads  [our  Lady’s]  lyyht  & Jhesus xs 

1628 

payd  to  Rye’  Salter  for  mendyng  of  iiij  hawbs  [albs]  & 

iij  vessements  to  lytyll  pynnys  of  sylver  y®  pryce  of  vjd 

payd  for  skowryng  of  candylstyks  & mendyng  y®  blecke 

Vessement vjd 

payd  for  mendyng  of  y®  best  coppe  & y®  baner  clothys  ...  ij® 

payd  for  Caryyng  of  Woode  !&  Reyving  for  y®  glasse 

wryght  1 iiijd 

pd.  for  A chryssmatry  iijs  iijd 

payd  for  A tente  of  Malte  for  Halomes  nyght yd 

payd  for  beSe  of  Sowlemes  nyght  xijd 

payd  for  brede  y®  same  nyght  xviijd 

payd  for  hottemele  & Salte  ijd 

payd  for  candyll  y®  same  nyght  iijd 

payd  for  iij  cannys  of  Alle  & y®  karyyng  xiijd 

p«i  to  Will  Renter  of  sent  tyvys  (S.  ives)  for  dreyshyng  of 

sent  George  & trynyte  schawnsell  [chancel] xxvjs  viijd 

p<i  for  Acr  sylver  to  y®  new  dame iiijs 

p<i  to  Wyllm  Bysshehoppe  & his  company  for  takyng  owght 

A calfe  of  Wysshebyche  lode  at  y®  gotts  iiijd 

payd  to  Ser  John  for  iiij  candylstyks  skowryng  i^ 


In  1546  mention  is  made  of  “Our  Lady’s  Choir.”  “Stools,” 
in  the  church,  probably  means  open  seats  without  backs. 
There  are  very  frequent  payments  for  obits.  The  cost  of 
refreshments  was  considerable  every  year,  especially  in  Eogation 
week.  About  1558  occur  items  for  washing  the  “church 

gere.”  Wax,  for  the  candles,  was  purchased  in  bulk,  and  then 
worked  up  in  the  parish  : thus,  in  1536,  6 lbs.  were  bought  at 
Sd.  per  lb.,  coming  to  4s.  ; and  there  was  paid  further  to  a 
man  for  making  it.  Is.  6d.,  for  grease  at  the  same  time.  Id., 
for  meat  and  drink  at  the  making,  2s.  Id.,  and  for  attendance, 
^d.  This  was  before  the  Easter  Festival.  Wine  for  the  Holy 
Communion  in  Queen  Mary’s  reign  was  Malmsey  ; in  1568, 
Claret  ; in  1574,  Sack.  The  fact  of  the  accounts  being  so  well 
kept  is  explained  by  the  paying  of  a professional  man  to  draw 
them  up,  generally  6^Z.  a year. 

1 Mary 

pd  for  iij  pyents  of  mansey  at  lyne  for  y®  prest  to  saye 

messe hij® 

(bringing  it  from  Lynn  cost  8<i) 

1567 

p<i  to  Wyllm  Bowrok  whyche  I Resavyd  oflE  y®  plowlyght 
mony  Sor  y®  settyng  fforthe  off  y®  sogers  as  my  by  11 
makythe  mencyon  xxvjs  viij'^ 
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pd  to  Francis  Fytteryngton  fEor  wryttyng  ofiE  Wyllm  Toks 
wyll  fEor  ye  gyfte  yt  ys  gevyn  to  ye  poverty  & in  y« 

towne  of  Leveryngton 

1661 

pd  fEor  ye  tabyll  off  y®  x commandmentts  & ffor  the 

calender ^^3*^ 

pd  ffor  the  commnnyon  tabyll  

1668  (account  ends  at  Candlemas) 

Itm  payd  for  an  homylye  booke  to  y®  paryshe ij*^ 

Itm  p<i  for  breades  jd  and  wyne  ijd  to  serve  y®  commuyon 

when  Thomas  Jonys  his  wief  went  to  y®  churche iij^ 

Itm  pd  at  Easter  laste  [for  y®  holy  Commuyon]  for  viij 

quartes  of  claryt  wyne,  after  iiijd  y®  q^te  ij^  viij^ 

Itm  pd  to  Eichd  Spencer  for  di  [1|  pds]  of  breades  at 

ye  same  tyme ix<^ 

Itm  p<i  then  [in  Kogation  week]  for  vj  dosen  & iiijd  in 

caykes  vjs  iiijd 

Itm  payd  to  Eychd  Thorpe  for  j daye  worke  without 
meate  & drynke  in  Eemblynge  the  stooles  & makynge 

the  seate  in  y®  aylley  for  y®  Queere ix^ 

Itm  p<i  on  xrymas  day  for  y®  players  at  y®  appointmente 
of  y®  paryschoners  xij^ 

1669 

Item  payd  to  Symon  the  Smythe  of  Wysbyche  for  makyng 
of  bowltes  for  lockes  stappes  & howckes  to  hange  the 

lathyses  one  wythother  thynges  ij®  x^ 

Item  payd  for  a barell  of  beare  & bread  spent  in  the 
Churche  of  Halowesmas  daye  at  nyght  Amongest  the 

inhaby tours  of  y®  same  towne  v®  iiijd 

Item  payd  to  Syr  Hew  Mergyson  Vycher  of  Wysbyche 
For  carryng  up  of  o*^  verdyt  to  Somersham  at  my  lord 

last  Comandment xij*i 

Item  spent  that  daye  at  Wysbyche  for  dynners  xx^ 


Some  entries  from  this  period  are  to  be  found  in  the  second 
volume,  and  will  be  referred  to  hereafter.  These  words  need 
explanation  : — redlasch  ; hengylls  ; fowyng  (or  foyng,  used  of 
lead) ; saimpgeor.  In  one  instance  the  glazier  is  called  the 
“ glassewryght.  ” 

In  illustration  of  Art.  1319  in  our  last  number  may  be 
quoted  these  payments  in  the  year  36  & 37  Hen.  VIII,  : — 


payd  the  constables  for  to  pay  the  chargs  of  Aldrethe 
calceye  besydes  ijs  viijd  gathered  in  the  towen  after 

ob.  an  bowse viijd 

payd  for  the  makyng  of  Aldrethe  calceye  by  gt  [as  by 

agreement]  xxvjs  viijd 

for  my  chargs  and  paynes  takyng  twoo  tymes  to  vewe 
the  same  calceye  and  to  put  yt  forthe  to  be  don  by 
thadvyse  of  the  towen  ijs 


If  a rate  of  one  halfpenny  a house  only  produced  2s.  8^^., 
the  number  of  inhabited  houses  was  no  more  than  64. 
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1363.— Church  Inscriptions  in  the  Hundred  of  Elloe 

(1350).— 

II.  Holbeach. 

On  a marble  tablet  in  the  north  aisle  of  the  parish  church 

is  the  following  inscription  : — 

Here  lyeth  the  body  of 
Sarah  Stukeley, 

the  widow  of  Adlard  Stukeley,  late  of 
Holbeach,  Gent : 

Who  dyed  the  thirty  first  day  of 
January  1730 

In  the  Sixty-Eighth  year  of  her  age. 

A Mother  who  with  every  grace  was  blest 
With  all  the  ornaments  of  Virtue  drest 
With  whatso’er  Keligion  recommends 
The  best  of  Wife^  of  Mother^  and  of  friends 
And  tho’  by  Death  her  Body’s  turned  to  Dust 
• T’is  fit  we  still  commemorate  the  Just 
T’was  here  she  did  adore  the  Highest  Lord 
Who  to  her  Soul  great  comfort  dyd  afford 
T’was  here  she  dyd  with  Pleasure  and  Content 
Receive  God’s  Holy  Word  and  Sacrament 
Since  then  S^^®  lov’d  this  sacred  Place  so  well 
T’is  very  meet  that  here  her  name  should  dwell. 

On  a tablet  near  the  above  : — 

Sacred 

To  the  memory  of 
Adlard  Squire  Stukeley  Esq 
For  many  years  one  of  his 
Majesties  Justices  of  the  peace 
For  these  parts 
He  died  June  the  13  : 1768 

On  the  floor  of  the  north  aisle  is  a stone  (almost  obliterated 

by  the  footsteps  of  many)  with  the  following  inscription  : — 

Here  lyeth  the  Body  of  Mrs  Jane  Ampleford  who  departed  this 
Life  the  3i'^  day  of  October  1706  in  the  49th  year  of  her  age. 

Though  for  our  loss  we  cannot  choose  but  grieve, 

This  Comfort  shall  our  passions  yet  relieve  j 
That  Heaven  is  joyful,  and  thy  Blessed  State, 

Shall  be  a means  our  grief  to  mitigate, 

O what  a Happy  State  it  were  if  we 
Had  no  more  cause  of  sorrow  but  for  thee. 

This  was  Jane  Stukeley,  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  Stukeley, 
and  sister  to  John  Stukeley,  the  father  of  Dr.  William 
Stukeley,  the  antiquary.  She  married,  in  1692,  John  Ample- 
ford, the  last  of  a long  line,  who  died  on  12th  January,  1701, 
aged  29  years.  He  was  one  of  the  feoffees  of  the  free  school 
at  Holbeach  founded  by  George  Farmer. 
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On  the  north  wall  there  used  to  be  a stone  which  suddenly 
fell  about  2.30  in  the  early  morning  one  Sunday  in  1839,  when 
the  clerk  was  in  the  church  attending  to  the  fires.  His  alarm 
was  not  allayed  until  he  discovered  the  cause.  The  inscription 
on  this  stone  was  as  follows  : — 

Here  lieth  interred  the  body  of  Kobert  Calthrope,  gent.  He  marryed 
Elizabeth  Drury  one  of  ye  daughter  of  John  Drury,  of  Holt  House  in  ye 
County  of  Norfolk  Esqr.,  who  departed  this  life  the  16  day  of  March  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1666 — 7,  aged  66  years. 

On  a small  stone  (part  of  a larger  one)  on  north  wall : — 

Here  also  lies  ye 
Body  of  Jonathan  Calthrope 
Grandson  to  the  above  mentioned  Eobert 
who  departed  this  life  the  27^^  of 
Feby  1711-12:  Aged  26  yrs. 

On  the  floor  near  Jane  Ampleford’s  stone  : — 

Here  lyeth  interred  the  body  of  Thomas  Ampleford,  Gent,  who  departed 
this  life  the  30^1^  day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1700  in  the  67tii 
year  of  his  age. 

Thomas  Ampleford  married  Alice,  the  heiress  of  the  ancient 
family  of  the  Welbys  of  Gedney.  He  was  the  father  of  John 
Ampleford. 

On  mural  tablet  on  north  wall : — 

Near  this  place  lies  interred  the  body  of  Kichard  Ball  of  Holbeach, 
gent.,  who  was  a chief  promoter  of  trade  and  merchandise,  and  brought 
the  benefit  and  advantage  thereof  to  the  place  of  his  residence,  a laudable 
example  for  posterity.  He  departed  this  life  June  21,  1721  aged  68. 

On  another  near  the  last  mentioned  : — 

In  memory  of  Ellen  the  wife  of  Philip  Ball,  gent,  of  this  parish  and 
daughter  of  Christopher  Band,  Esq,,  of  South  Hykeham  in  the  county  of 
Lincoln,  deceased  ye  24^^  of  January  1718  aged  42  years.  Also  Mary 
their  daughter  buried  with  her. 

Say,  Marble,  or  at  least  weep  out  ye  Praise 
Of  the  deceased,  fairer  her  character 
Than  thy  smooth  polish,  pen  of  steel  can  ne’er 
Her  virtues  write  nor  poets  loftyest  layes 
Pure  as  thy  spotless  gloss  her  love  will  shine 
Both  conjugal  and  filial,  and  adorn 
Thy  Monumental  trophy,  never  urn 
Held  Mortal  ashes  truly  more  Divine, 

In  her,  no  place  could  envious  censure  find, 

Her  generous  birth  ne’er  to  ambition  fir’d. 

The  Beauty’s  of  her  person  but  conspired 
To  enhance  the  charming  Graces  of  her  mind 
Innocent  as  the  Babe  that  caus’d  her  Death, 

Her  charity  diffusive  as  the  Sun 

And  active  equally.  Tread  lightly  on 

Her  grave,  for  such  was  she,  lyes  underneath. 
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On  the  south  wall : — 

In  memory  of 
Jacob  Davey,  Gent, 
who  died  on  the  2^  day  of  Feb  1833, 

Aged  84  years. 

Also  of 

Ann  Davey  his  wife 
who  died  on  the  day  of  Sep  1813, 

Aged  61  years. 

The  above  Ann  Davey  was  daughter  of  Abraham 
Sheath,  Sen,  Gent,  (formerly  of  Boston  in  this  County.) 

Ann  Catherine  Davey 
their  Child 
died  an  infant. 

Jacob  Davey  by  will,  dated  26*^  January,  1833,  after  giving 
an  estate  for  a life  in  a messuage,  farm,  and  lands  therein 
described  to  M^®.  Sturton,  with  several  remainders  over,  charges 
the  same  with  a perpetual  rent-charge  of  £2  payable  to  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Holbeach  on  the 
feast  of  S.  Thomas  in  every  year,  to  be  by  them  laid  out  in 
purchasing  coal,  which  they  should  distribute  on  the  same  feast- 
day  annually  for  ever,  amongst  four  of  the  most  poor  and 
necessitous  widows  residing  in  Holbeach  Drove,  in  the  parish 
of  Holbeach,  and  belonging  to  the  said  parish. 

Also  after  giving  a cottage  and  ten  acres  of  land  to  John 
Johnson  for  life,  with  remainder  over,  he  charges  the  same 
with  a perpetual  rent-charge  of  £5,  for  the  same  purposes  as 
before  mentioned.  This  second  charity,  however,  is  not  con- 
fined to  widows  residing  in  Holbeach  Drove,  but  to  such  as 
belong  to  the  parish  of  Holbeach,  and  reside  within  it,  on  the 
day  of  distribution.  In  1854  part  of  this  land  was  sold  to  the 
Holbeach  Burial  Board  for  the  Cemetery,  and  the  rent-charge 
of  £5  is  paid  annually  in  conformity  with  testator’s  will. 

On  a small  tablet  under  the  last  mentioned  : — 

Here  lyeth  the  body  of 
Jane  Davey,  Spinster, 
the  Daughter  of  Jacob  Davey  late  of 
Holbeach,  Gentleman,  by  Margaret  his  Wife 
who  departed  this  Life  the  Sixteenth  day  of 
March  1766,  aged  twenty  four  years. 

Extremely 

Affable,  Courteous,  humane  & Charitable, 

As  she  was  greatly  respected  whilst  living. 

So  at  her  death  was  universally  lamented. 


UpWELIi  AND  OUTWELD.  ^55 


Life  is  a journey  of  a winter’s  day, 

Where  many  breakfast  & then  post  away, 

Some  few  stay  dinner,  & depart,  full  fed 
Fewer  that  sup,  and  then  retire  to  bed. 

J.M. 

1364.— Harriss  Family,  of  Kirton.—Here  is  an  inscrip- 
tion which  will  possibly  interest  some  residents  of  Boston 
and  the  neighbourhood.  It  is  at  Eothwell,  co.  Northants., 
and  was  brought  to  light  during  the  restoration  of  that  church 
a little  over  forty  years  ago.  There  seems  to  be  no  date  ; or 
perhaps  it  was  obliterated. 

Here  lyeth  y®  body  of  Elizabeth 
Lodington,  relect  of  Stephen  Lodington, 
of  Lincoln,  Gent.  She  was  of  y®  eminently  pious 
Family  of  Harriss,  of  Kirton,  near  Boston, 
in  the  County  of  Lincoln. 

God  gave  to  her  father  Eobert  Harriss,  Gent, 
whose  only  daughter  and  heir  she  was,  a truly 
wise  and  understanding  heart,  to  consider  y® 

Poor,  their  various  wants,  and  sufferings, 

Familys,  and  Persons,  Widows,  and  Fatherless, 
especially. 

Many  he  prevented  from  povertie,  many  he 
recovered  out  of  it,  some  to  a flourishing  state. 

He  freely  lent,  freely  gave,  as  need  required. 

Goods,  Cattle,  Monie,  sometimes  large  sums, 
and  even  land  to  many,  for  lives : 

To  y®  Church  for  ever. 

The  lost  and  benighted  Travailers  he  sought 
and  sav’d 

when  almost  dying,  yet  feared  not  y®  cold  that 
brought  his  own  death  whilst  directing  300 
men  stopping  a seabreach  to  save  his  country 
from  Invndation. 

His  funeral  text,  chosen  by  the 

“ The  blessing  of  him  that  was  ready  to 
perish  came  upon  me,  and  I caused  the  widow’s 
heart  to  sing  for  joy.”  [Job]  29-13. 

The  above  is  extracted  from  a little  History  of  Eothwell, 
published  at  Northampton  in  1865  ; the  writer  assumed  the 
name  of  Paul  Cypher. 

1365— Upwell  and  Outwell:  Market  and  Fishery. — In 
the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  the  trade  of  Upwell  rivalled  that  of  the 
capital  of  the  Fens,  from  which  it  is  about  five  miles  distant. 
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Both  the  Bishop  of  Ely  and  Abbot  of  Eamsey  obtained  grants 
of  markets  ; probably  water  carriage  was  profitable  along  the 
Old  Nene,  which  was  here  joined  by  Wellenhee  or  Old  Welney 
river,  which  was  the  course  of  the  Old  Ouse,  but  the  volume 
of  the  former  was  diminished  by  Morton’s  Learn  (A.D.  1470), 
and  the  latter  by  the  cut  from  Littleport  Chare,  to  carry  the 
Ouse  water  to  Lynn.  Upwell  and  Outwell  form  one  long 
street  through  which  the  river  flows  and  divides  the  counties 
of  Cambridge  and  Norfolk,  so  that  the  village  lies  in  two 
counties.^  Both  manors  were  annexed  to  the  Duchy  of 
Lancaster  ; hence  the  inhabitants  enjoyed  the  royal  exemption 
from  tolls,  in  market  or  fair,  or  toll  thorough  for  their  horses 
and  carriages  ; a privilege  which  was  recognised  by  a charter 
of  Queen  Elizabeth  in  the  third  year  of  her  reign  ; a clause  of 
which  is  thus  : — 

“Therefore  we  command  that  all  our  men  and  tenants 
inhabiting  in  the  towns  of  Upwell  and  Outwell  in  the  counties 
of  Norfolk  and  Cambridge  which  are  parcell  of  our  Duchy  of 
Lancaster  shall  have  use  and  enjoy  all  and  singular  customs 
franchises  and  royal  rights  pursuant  to  the  tenor  of  our 
charter:”  with  a proviso  that  they  were  to  pay  toll  in  the 
Duchy  itself,  t A Court  was  held  on  the  16  April,  1660,  in 
order  to  search  ancient  evidences,  and  to  determine  what  land 
belonged  to  the  Crown,  and  the  Jury  found  : — 

First,  there  are  three  acres  in  demesne  in  Upwell  in  the  field  called 
Plawfeld  lying  between  the  land  of  William  Walsingham  lately  in  the 
possession  of  Robert  Dam  on  the  east  and  that  of  Thomas  Oldmedowe 
on  the  west,  the  north  end  abutting  on  Hyllings  Drove  and  the  south 
on  the  common  drove  called  Towns  End  drove,  let  to  David  Graye  and 
worth  iijs  iiijd 

Item  there  is  a fishery  in  Upwell  which  begins  at  Hasellode  Tree 
and  extends  as  far  as  the  drain  lately  the  property  of  the  Prior  of 
Marmound,  which  fishery  belongs  to  our  lady  the  Queen  as  parcel  of 
her  Duchy  of  Lancaster  and  is  let  to  David  and  is  worth  xx^. 

L.G. 

* Upwell  parish  church  is  on  the  Norfolk  side  of  the  river.  Under  the  Tithe 
Commutation  Act  the  income  of  the  rectory  was  fixed  at  £6, COO  a year.  Marmond 
Priory,  a cell  to  Sempringham,  was  in  this  parish  and  within  the  Isle.  In  1568  the  site 
was  granted  to  Percival  Bowes  and  John  Moyser. — In  Outwell  was  the  hermitage  of 
S.  Christopher.  Henry  VIII,  in  1541  granted  both  manors  to  Thomas  Earl  of  Rutland. 

t Add.  MSS.  35,171. 


Stamfoed  Deed,  1628. 
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1366— Stamford  Deed,  1628. — An  indenture  in  the 
Philipps  collection,  dated  22  August,  1628,  treats  of  some 
property  in  Stamford  held  as  of  one  of  the  King’s  manors. 
It  is  between  Edmond  Corker,  of  Stamford,  Gentleman,  and 
Kichard  Wolphe,  of  Stamford,  Grocer : the  former  grants  to 
the  latter,  for  the  sum  of  £26  13s.  ^d.  a tenement  in  Stamford 
“in  a certaine  place  there  called  Chenilane  in  the  parishe  of 
S*.  Michaells,”  sometime  occupied  by  John  Bozame,  now  by 
Anne  Morden,  Widow,  or  her  assigns,  with  all  appurtenances, 
“in  as  lardge  and  ample  manner  as  the  same  was  graunted 
amonge  other  thinges  by  our  late  Soveraigne  Lord  King  James 
by  his  highnesse  Letters  Pattents,”  dated  29  Nov.,  1613,  to 
Edmund  Sawyer  and  William  Trigg,  and  by  them  sold  to 
Edmond  Corker,  1 Feb.,  1614,  the  indenture  being  duly 
enrolled  in  Chancery  the  next  day ; these  premises,  now  sold 
to  Eichard  Wolphe,  he  was  “to  hold  of  our  Soveraigne  Lord 
the  King  his  heires  and  successors  as  of  his  mannor  of  East 
Grenewitch  in  the  County  of  Kent  by  fealty  onely  in  free  and 
common  socage  and  not  in  Capite  for  all  rents  services  and 
demaundes  whatsoever”:  the  purchaser  was  to  be  absolved 
from  all  possible  claims,  particularly  any  claim  for  jointure  or 


dower  “of  Winifruict  the  now  wife  of  the  said  Edmond”:  a 
lease  of  the  premises  for  21  years  from  24  Feb.,  1614,  granted 
to  Widow  Morden,  to  continue,  but  the  rent,  24s.  a year,  to 
be  paid  to  Eichard  Wolphe. 

In  addition  to  the  names  of  the  witnesses  to  the  signing,  &c., 
of  the  deed,  and  the  memorandum  that  peaceable  possession 
had  been  given,  there  is  this  note  about  the  tenant  : — 

‘ that  the  within  named  Anne  Morden  widowe  tenant  to 
the  premisses  within  mencioned  for  certaine  yeares  yet 
endureing  did  atturne  Tenant  unto  the  within  named  Eichard 
Wolphe  by  giveing  unto  him  ffower  pence  in  the  name  of 
Atturnement  in  the  presence  of  Gregory 

John  Sharpe 
Godfry  Dawson  ” 
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1367.— Indigent  CaYaliers. — Among  the  Records  in  the 
Palace  of  the  Bishop  of  Ely  are  very  many  Rolls  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  civil  and  criminal  business  at  the  Assizes 
for  the  Isle  of  Ely,  which  were  held  at  Ely  and  Wisbech 
alternately.  In  the  Sessions  Roll  for  1662  is  a “ Particular  of 
ye  Weekly e Rates  upon  every  Towne  in  ye  Isle  by  ye  Justices 
for  ye  Reliefe  of  ye  poore  and  indigent  Cavaliers  w*^^  faythfully 
served  his  Ma^^®  and  his  Father  of  blessed  Memorye  in  ye  late 
Warres  According  to  an  Act  of  this  present  Parlyament.” 
There  are  also  the  various  petitions  for  such  relief : and  Mr. 
A.  Gibbons,  in  his  Calendar  of  these  Records,  has  given  the 
following  specimens : — 

Wee  the  Inhabitants  of  Doddington  doe  certifie  whome  it  may  concern 
that  Thomas  Sperrey  late  while  he  lived  of  Doddington  aforesaid  deC^  was 
foremerly  about  two  yeares  eldest  Sergeant  under  Marmaduke  Eayden 
in  his  owne  Companye  a Collonell  of  his  Mamies  late  flEather  of  Blessed 
Memory  King  Charles  the  first  And  that  the  sayd  Thomas  at  Ogeam*  in 
Hamsheere  in  actuall  service  received  such  pestiferous  wounds  that  he 
could  not  be  cured  neither  in  the  Hospitall  nor  els  where  insomuch  that 
the  malignity  of  his  infectious  wounds  did  so  corode  that  they  eat  and 
consumed  all  the  flesh  from  off  his  neck  and  face  upon  which  languishing 
condicon  he  wasted  all  the  estate  he  had  in  seekinge  for  his  cure  but  could 
not  obtayne  it  And  that  the  said  Thomas  about  seaven  yeares  since  dyed 
and  left  his  wife  and  fouer  very  small  children  succourlesse  &c.  Alsoe  that 
the  said  Thomas  (in  the  late  Tyrants  tyme)  was  longe  kept  in  prison  for 
bearing  Armes  as  aforesaid,  &c. 

(Signed)  Pildrim,  leftenant  of  the  sam  regement  and  feellow 

suefer  with  him. 

Thomas  Basin,  sargent  in  the  sam  regiment  and  being  at  the 
sam  flght  and  did  see  him  hav  the  sam  blose  that  was  the 
cause  of  his  deses, 

Francis  Drake. 

James  Barber. 

Robt  Maskew. 

James  Granger. 

Francis  Hinds. 

Tho.  Woodfall  (Allocatur.) 

W“  ....  tes. 

Joseph  Willan. 

To  the  Right  Wor^  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  wt^in  the  Isle  of  Ely. 

May  it  please  yo^  worps 

I being  formerly  coronett  to  Col.  Phillipp  Welby  of  his  Troope  doe 
certifie  that  Thomas  Witters  of  Elme  in  the  Isle  of  Ely  gent,  was  a souldier 
under  Col.  Welby  in  his  Troope,  And  therein  for  long  as  that  Troope 
continued  together  behaved  himselfe  loyall,  fadhfull,  valiant,  and  diligent 
in  his  duty.  JO.  TRYM. 

(Allowed  this.) 


Where  was  this  ? 


“His  Lordship  of  the  Fens.” 
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Pensions  of  £5  each  were  allowed  to  the  following  “Indigent 
Cavaliers  ” by  the  Justices  at  the  Quarter  Sessions  at  Ely, 
9 Oct.,  1662 

Edward  Gill,  Wisbech. 

Thomas  Anthonye,  Wisbech. 

John  Duntch,  Ely. 

Thomas  Kilborn,  Ely. 

Thos.  Withers,  Elm. 

Martin  Bingham,  March. 

Thomas  Bavin,  Doddington. 

Ann,  wid.  of  John  Smith,  Doddington. 

Wm.  Thomason,  Wimblington. 

Widow  of  Thos.  Sperrye,  Doddington. 

Wm.  Birkett,  Doddington. 

John  and  Grace,  children  of  Thos.  Callep,  Wisbech. 

1368.— “His  Lordship  of  the  Fens”  (1351).— Being 
interested  in  the  reference  said  to  be  made  to  Bishop 
Pretyman  in  Bath  Characters,  I have  looked  up  the  little 
book  in  the  British  Museum  Library.  The  name  of  the 
author,  who  uses  the  pseudonym  of  Peter  Paul  Pallet,  is  given 
as  the  Eev.  Eichard  Warner.  I find  the  Bishop  is  not 
introduced  as  a “character,”  but  is  only  mentioned  in  a 
dialogue  between  two  quarrelsome  opponents  called  Draw- 
cansir  and  Dr.  Skipper.  I gather  that  the  author  regarded 
them  both  as  rather  disreputable  clerics.  In  the  imaginary 
will  of  the  author,  prefixed  to  the  third  edition  of  Bath  Characters, 
his  nephew  is  recommended  to  try  and  effect  certain  reforma- 
tions in  the  manners  of  Bath,  which  are  specified  , and  then 
certain  other  improvements  are  said  to  be  hopeless,  and  the 
imaginary  testator  does  not  make  it  a condition,  or  even  urge 
it  as  a request,  “that  he  should  exhaust  his  time  and  labour  in 
endeavouring  to  attain  the  following  impossible  objects”; 
among  which  are,  “to  cure  Drawcansir  of  pride,  pomp,  and 
bigotry  . . . and  Skipper  of  petulance,  conceit,  and  Calvinism.  ” 
As  the  result  of  their  conversation  Drawcansir  threatened  to 
bring  an  “ action  of  defamation  ” against  Skipper.  The  latter 
protests  that  he  is  not  afraid  ; and  that  Drawcansir  will  be 
better  advised  to  apply  to  the  Bishop  and  not  to  the  Chief 
Justice.  “Besides,  his  lordship  of  the  Fens  will  here  lend  you 
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his  assistance  ; and  so  far  befriend  you,  that  if  he  cannot  prove 
your  case,  he’ll  at  least  take  half  the  odium  of  defeat  from 
your  shoulders.”  This  probably  meant  no  more  than  that  the 
intending  prosecutor  belonged  to  the  diocese  of  Lincoln,  and 
that  the  Bishop  might  be  relied  upon  to  take  the  part  of  his 
clergy.  There  is  nothing  whatever  in  the  Bishop’s  character 
to  which  the  satirist  takes  exception.  R.M.G. 

1369.— Horners’  Company. — From  the  following  extract 
from  Maitland,  p.  1247,  it  appears  that  the  Horners’  Company 
of  London  had  at  one  time  some  rights  of  inspection  at  the 
Fairs  of  Stourbridge  and  Ely.  This  was  a very  ancient 
company,  and  had  control  over  winding  horns  and  cups  and 
other  vessels  made  of  horn.  The  famous  (and  ultimately 
infamous)  Horn  Fair  at  Charlton,  in  Kent,  was  instituted  A.D. 
1268,  shewing  that  at  that  time  horn-making  was  an  important 
branch  of  industry.  The  disreputable  procession,  “each 
person  wearing  some  ornament  of  horn  upon  his  head,”  was 
discontinued  since  1768  ; but  the  Fair  itself  was  not  abolished 
till  1872. 

In  the  Reign  of  Henry  IV.  this  Fraternity  was  reduced  to  great 
Straights  (no ) by  the  almost  general  Exportation  of  Horns ; therefore, 
upon  their  Application  to  Parliament  in  the  Year  1465,  ’twas,  in  Com- 
passion to  their  Grievances,  enacted.  That  thenceforth  no  other  Horns 
should  be  exported,  but  such  as  were  refused  by  the  Horners  of  the  City 
and  Kingdom,  on  the  Penalty  of  Forfeiture : And  for  the  more  effectual 
Execution  of  the  said  Law,  the  Wardens  of  the  Company  of  Horners  of 
this  City,  were  impowered  to  search  for  all  such  Goods  and  Merchandize, 
both  wrought  and  unwrought  (not  only  in  the  City,  but  within  twenty-four 
Miles  of  the  same,  and  also  in  the  Fairs  of  Sturlridge  and  Ely~) ; when  all 
such  Goods  as  were  found  bad  and  unmarketable  were  to  be  forfeited. 

Though  well  established,  and  as  early  as  15  Edw.  HI. 
mentioned  among  the  “smaller  mysteries”  of  the  City  of 
London,  the  Horners’  Company  was  not  incorporated  till 
1638.  In  Northouck’s  History,  1773,  the  Company  is  said  to 
have  no  Hall,  and  no  Livery.  But  now,  though  still  without 
any  Hail,  there  is,  according  to  Whitaker,  a Livery  of  a 
hundred  members.  In  the  year  of  their  incorporation  they 
had  a grant  of  arms  ; Argent,  on  a chevron  between  three 
barrels  sable,  three  bugle-horns  of  the  field.  Ed. 
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1370.-Triangular  Bridge  at  Crowland.— The  accom- 
panying view  of  Crowland  Bridge  is  from  the  original  sketch 
made  by  Dr.  William  Stukely  in  1721.  It  was  altered  in  the 
engraving  in  the  Itinerarium  Curiosum  published  in  1724.  At 
that  time  water  was  under  the  bridge  ; and  Stukely  gives  this 
description : — 

“Crowland.  Over  against  the  West  end  of  the  Abbey  is 
the  famous  triangular  bridge : it  is  too  steep  to  be  commonly 
rode  over  ; it  is  formed  upon  three  segments  of  a circle  meet- 
ing in  one  point ; they  say  each  base  stands  in  a different 
County.  The  rivers  Nyne  and  Welland  here  meet.  On  one 
side  sits  an  image  of  King  Athelwald  with  a globe  in  his 
hand.” 

The  Eev.  John  Bay,  M.A.,  F.B.S.  (1628 — 1705),  has  a few 
lines  about  it : — 

“July  27,  1661.  Crowland  is  noted  for  a Bridge  standing 
on  the  Confluence  of  two  Waters  upon  three  feet,  without  any 
Pillar  in  the  Middle  to  support  it.”  Charles  Dace. 

The  bridge  has  been  a puzzle  to  antiquaries  for  many 
generations.  Except  when  they  copy  from  one  another  no 
two  seem  to  be  perfectly  agreed  as  to  its  origin  and  use.  Was 
it  ever  a bridge  at  all,  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the  word, 
to  convey  passengers  from  one  side  of  a stream  to  the  other  ? 
Was  there  ever  water  flowing  under  it,  other  than  open 
surface  drains  ? Are  the  sketches  that  shew  running  water 
evidence  of  the  fact,  or  are  they  embellishments  of  the  artist, 
expressing  his  idea  of  what  might  have  been  ? 

A summary  of  the  various  theories  may  be  acceptable.  We 
begin  with  Gough’s  notice  in  the  Bihl.  Topog.  Britan.,  iii.  22. 
This  has  1783  on  the  title  ; but  the  preface  speaks  of  some- 
thing that  took  place  in  1784. 

The  famous  bridge  at  Croyland  is  the  greatest  curiosity  in  Britain,  if 
not  in  Europe.  It  is  of  a triangular  form,  rising  from  three  segments  of  a 
circle,  and  meeting  at  a point  at  top.  It  seems  to  have  been  built  under 
the  direction  of  the  abbots,  rather  to  excite  admiration,  and  furnish  a 
pretence  for  granting  indulgences  and  collecting  money,  than  for  any  real 


Vol.  VII. 


s 


262 


Fenland  Notes  and  Queries. 


use ; for  though  it  stands  on  a bog,  and  must  have  cost  a vast  sum,  yet  it 
is  so  steep  in  its  ascent  and  descent  that  neither  carriages  nor  horsemen 
can  get  over  it.  The  rivers  Nyne  [Nene]  and  Welland,  and  a stream 
called  Catt  Water,  on  the  side  whereof  the  streets  of  the  town  are  built, 
all  meet  under  the  great  arch ; and  then  forming  one  river,  flow  from 
thence  through  Spalding  into  the  sea.  The  town  consists  of  three  principal 
streets  built  on  piles,  and  separated  by  three  waters ; these  lead  to  the 
bridge,  and  there  is  no  getting  to  them  but  by  two  narrow  causeways.  It 
stands  not  exactly  in  the  centre  of  the  north  street,  owing  to  the  impossi- 
bility of  using  it  for  horses  or  carriages.  On  the  South  West  wing,  which 
faces  the  London  road,  is  placed  in  a sitting  posture,  a stately  image  of 
King  Ethelwald,  founder  of  the  abbey.  It  has  a crown  fleury  on  the  head, 
and  a globe  in  the  right  hand. 

As  the  Triangular  Bridge  the  first  mention  occurs  in  Edred’s 
charter,  A.D.  943.  Speaking  of  the  extent  of  glebe  granted 
to  the  monastery,  this  charter  says  that  the  limits  are  ‘ ‘ A 
ponte  de  Croyland  triangulo  per  aquam  de  Weland  versus 
Spaldelyng  usque  ad  Asendyk,  ubi  Asendyk  cadit  in  aquam  de 
Weland,  ex  Boreali  parte  crucis  lapidese  per  prasdictum 
Turketulum  ibidem  afi&xse  ; et  sic  sursum  versus  Orientem 
per  Asendyk  usque  ad  Aswyktoft  ” &c.  &c.  In  earlier 
documents  we  read  only  of  “the  bridge.” 

Gough  further  adds,  (1)  that  it  is  said  each  base  of  the 
bridge  stands  in  a different  county  ; (2)  that  the  inhabitants 
report  (according  to  Camden)  that  a very  deep  pit  was  sunk 
under  the  bridge  to  receive  the  fall  of  the  three  watercourses  ; 
and  (3)  he  suggests  that  the  structure  might  have  been  erected 
as  an  emblem  or  representation  of  the  Trinity. 

Of  these  three  points  it  may  be  observed  that  (1)  is  not  the 
fact,  the  point  where  the  counties  of  Lincolnshire,  Northamp- 
tonshire, and  Cambridgeshire  meet  being  about  two  miles  to 
the  south-east,  on  the  road  to  Thorney,  at  a place  marked  in 
the  Ordnance  map  as  “The  Boat”:  that  (2)  is  on  the  face 
of  it  absurd,  if  only  for  this  reason  that  if  ever  water  did  flow 
in  any  quantity  beneath  the  bridge,  one  of  the  three  streams 
must  have  flowed  in  the  direction  contrary  to  the  other  two  : 
and  that  (3)  the  suggestion  that  the  erection  was  a sermon  in 
stones,  symbolical  of  the  Three  in  One,  is  very  far  from  being 
absurd,  and  is  adopted  by  many  whose  opinions  are  entitled 
to  the  greatest  respect. 
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Benjamin  Holdich,  in  1816,  published  a History  of  Growland 
Ahhey,  which  was  mainly  digested  from  the  accounts  by 
Gough  and  Essex.  In  it  there  is  a chapter  on  the  Triangular 
Bridge.  He  complains  that  Gough  should  have  called  it 
“unique,”  whereas,  he  says,  “at  the  time  when  he  wrote 
this  account,  there  was  another  bridge  of  the  same  form  and 
material  (but  smaller)  at  Eamsey  in  Huntingdonshire.”  I 
have  never  before  heard  of  this  Eamsey  bridge.  Can  any 
reader  supply  particulars  of  it  ? Essex’s  account  he  regards 
as  much  better  than  Gough’s,  but  it  is  “not  without  a tinge  of 
the  romantic.  ” His  own  description  is  not  very  illuminating : — 
‘ ‘ The  bridge  has  3 abutments  at  equal  distances,  from  which 
rise  3 half  arches,  (each  arch  composed  of  3 ribs,)  which  meet 
in  the  centre  at  top  ; so  that  whichever  way  you  view  it,  you 
see  a pointed  arch  in  front,  and  the  ribs  of  the  opposite  arch 
behind  it.”  As  to  the  watercourses,  all  such  talk  must  refer 
to  ancient  times.  Since  the  embankment  of  the  Fens,  “water 
is  occasionally  let  into  these  rivulets  from  the  Welland,  but  it 
never  runs  back.”  No  rivers  now  flow  from  the  bridge  through 
Spalding  to  the  sea,  and  the  channel  itself  is  so  badly  kept  as 
to  be  a “most  disgusting  nuisance.” 

His  conclusion  on  the  whole  subject  is  somewhat  strange, 
and  strangely  expressed.  He  thinks  the  bridge  was  simply  an 
oddity,  built  as  a wonder.  “It  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that 
the  bridge  was  built  for  no  manner  of  use,  but  to  render  that 
mark  in  the  charters  permanent,  which  had  been  so  often 
referred  to.” 

We  shall  have  something  more  to  say  in  our  next  number, 
when  an  engraving  will  be  given  of  another  sketch  kindly  lent 
by  Mr.  Back.  Ed. 

1 371.— Somersham  Rectory. — The  rectory  of  Somersham, 
with  the  chapelries  of  Colne  and  Pidley,  in  the  County  of 
Huntingdon,  in  the  patronage  of  the  Crown,  was,  in  the  year 
1606,  annexed  by  King  James  I.  by  letters  patent*  to  the 

* Pat.,  26  Aug,,  3 Jac.  I. 
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office  of  Regius  Professor  of  Divinity  in  the  University  of 
Cambridge.  From  that  time  till  1889  the  Professors  held  the 
rectory  in  as  ample  manner,  as  if  duly  presented,  nominated, 
admitted,  instituted,  and  inducted  thereunto.  Then,  by  the 
Somersham  Rectory  Act,  the  rectory  was  disannexed  from  the 
office  of  Professor  of  Divinity  and  a vicarage  constituted  with 
cure  of  souls,  the  rectory  being  vested  in  the  University,  and 
the  Bishop  of  Ely  to  be  patron  of  the  Vicarage.  The  rector’s 
income  is  divided  between  the  Regius  Professor  and  the  Vicar. 
Ten  parts  to  the  Professor,  and  ten  parts  to  the  Vicar,  who  is 
to  pay  three  parts  to  the  curate  of  Pidley,  and  two  parts  to 
the  curate  of  Colne. 

The  inventory  of  the  goods  and  ornaments  of  this  parish 
church,  made  A.D.  1552,  is  as  follows  : — 

Somershm. 

This  Inventorie  indented  made  the  <jaie  of  Julii  A®.  Mill®. 

quingen“o.  quinqu“®.  between  robt  Turwhytt  Knight  and  other  the 
King’s  Maties  comissioners  for  church  goodes  within  the  countie  of  Hunts, 
on  thon  ptie  and  Thomas  Cranwell  John  Wettington  churchewardens  of 
the  pishe  churche  of  Somersham  in  the  same  Co  untie  on  thother  ptie 
having  in  ther  keping  all  manner  goodes  and  ornaments  then  belonging  to 
the  said  churche  as  hereafter  ensueth  : — 

Imprimis  iij  challices  ij  double  gillt  on  pcell  gillt  iij  patents  on 
wayeng  xv  oz  thother  xvii  oz  the  third  ix  oz  di : 

Itm  on  vestmt  of  blewe  vellvett  w^ii  Deacon  and  subdeacon  : on  cope 
of  blew  vellvet : a cope  of  crymsen  velvett : 

Itm  a vestmt  of  redde  satten  : on  redd  satten  a bridges : on  of  whitt 
satten  a bridges  : 

Itm  a lardge  cope  of  whitt  damaske : a cope  of  redde  satten  a bridges : 
a littill  cope  of  green  damaske  : 

Itm  ij  copes  of  Blacke  worstedde : A house  clothe  of  saye  whytte 
and  blewe: 

Itm  on  corporesse  case  w^b  a clothe  : a pyx  of  latten : ij  crosse  clothes 
of  old  sylke : 

Itm  V towells  of  playnclothe  : iiij  towells  of  diap  : iij  Allter  clothes : 
iiij  table  cloths  of  diap : 

Itm  ij  chestes  in  the  steeple : ij  crosses  of  copp  and  gilt : ij  crosse- 
staves  of  copper  and  gillt : 

Itm  on  crosse  fote  of  copper  and  gillt : iiij  great  belles  and  on 
sauntus  bell: 

Itm  an  alter  covering  of  green  buckram  : on  Ewer  of  latten  : on  paire 
of  Organes: 

Itm  V sleaved  surplesses  and  ij  rochettes : ij  chestes : on  coSer  w^b 
ij  covers ; 
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We  the  said  Comissioners  according  to  the  Kings  Mamies  instmcons 
anexed  to  the  comission  have  assigned  and  appointed  for  the 
divin  Service  in  thes  church  of  Somershm  ij  challices  waieng 
xxiiij  oz,  iij  surplesses,  iij  Allter  cloths  for  the  table  of  common  : 


Robert  Tyrwhyt 
Thomas  Audley 
Thomas  Cotton 
William  Lawrence 
Robt.  Rowley  Kt. 

Somershm. 


vili  vis  vid  \ 


Solde  by  John  Castell,  Nichs  Ogellthorpe  and  Thomas 
Cranwell  churchewardens  there  w^t  thassent  of  all  the 
pochners  ij  lardge  latten  candellstickes  and  other  latten* 
pewter  and  iron  for  xv®.  A vestment  of  Blew  vellvett  deacon 
and  subdeacon,  a vestment  of  Blue  Damaske,  ij  redde  copes 
of  velvett  for  xxxd,  a vestment  of  redde  taffeta  wtii  deacon, 
ij  copes  of  baldkyn,  a vestment  of  redd  damaske,  a vestment 
of  green  sarsnett,  an  old  vestmt  of  Nichs  for  xl®,  a 
vestmt  of  Blew  fustian  a vestmt  of  whitte  fustian  ij  copes  of 
redde  satten  a Brydges,  a Canapye  for  xlii®  and  di.  An  old 
coverlett  of  Tapestrie,  ij  hollyewater  stoppes  of  Brasse,  ij 
Chrysmatories,  on  of  latten  thother  of  pewter,  iij  pillowes 
vj  peaces  of  saye  payned  redd  and  Green  for  xxiij®  viijd 
A Bassen  of  latten  and  on  handbell  for  xvi^. 


All  wch  money  they  w^ii  other  declare  upon  there  Othes  was  bestowed 
upon  necessarie  repacons  on  the  churche  and  on  the  poore vi^i.  vi®.  vid. 

Also  ther  was  stolne  out  of  ther  churche  a paynted  canapye  vij  peces 
of  saye  payned  redd  and  green,  iij  candellstickes  of  latten,  a handbell 
and  ij  old  pyllowes. 

Also  the  said  churche  wardens  declare  upon  ther  othes  that  they  with 
the  hole  assent  of  all  the  pochners  dyd  gyve  to  the  poore  vij  towells  of 
playne  cloth,  vj  of  diaper,  vj  alter  clothes  of  playne  cloth,  iiij  alter  clothes 
of  diaper,  ij  peyre  of  old  shettes,  a vaile  of  lente  an  old  serpless  and 
on  rochett, 

L.G. 


1372.— Fen  Rivers. — The  late  Professor  Babington,  in 
his  Ancient  Gamhridgeshire,  1883,  deals  with  the  old  roads 
that  passed  through  the  county  ; and  at  the  end  of  the  volume 
has  a short  account  of  the  old  course  of  the  rivers,  which  will 
be  of  interest  to  our  readers.  We  quote  from  the  second, 
much  enlarged,  edition,  p.  110. 

“Before  concluding  this  sketch  of  the  ancient  lines  of 
communication  and  earthworks  of  Cambridgeshire,  it  may  be 
desirable  to  point  out  the  old  courses  of  the  rivers  that  pass 
through  the  Fens.  They  are  the  Nen,  the  Great  Ouse,  the 
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Cam,  and  the  Little  Ouse  rivers.  The  Nen  on  arriving  at 
Peterborough,  turned  to  the  right,  and  making  a circuit 
through  Whittlesey,  Ugg  and  Eamsey  Meres,  passed  then  in 
a pretty  direct  course  by  March  to  Wisbech.  At  Peterborough 
it  seems  to  have  thrown  off  a branch  to  join  the  Welland 
near  Croyland. 

“The  Great  Ouse  enters  the  fens  near  Earith,  at  which 
place  it  formerly  forked,  its  chief  branch  flowing  by  Harrimere, 
Ely  and  Littleport,  then  by  what  is  now  called  the  Welney 
river  to  Wisbech,  where,  in  conjunction  with  the  Nen,  its 
waters  reached  the  sea.  The  other  branch  of  the  Ouse  ran 
from  Earith  to  Benwick,  where  it  joined  the  main  channel  of 
the  Nen.  Both  these  channels  are  now  nearly  or  quite  closed 
to  the  waters  of  the  Ouse,  which  are  carried  by  the  Bedford 
rivers  in  a direct  line  to  Denver,  and  there  poured  into  the 
channel  of  the  Little  Ouse  to  reach  the  sea  at  Lynn. 

“A  little  above  Cambridge  the  Cam  or  Grant  river  is  formed 
by  the  junction  of  three  small  streams,  called  Cam,  and  Bhe, 
and  one  nameless.  Cam,  and  Bhe,  are  ancient  Celtic  names 
meaning  Cam,  a crooked  or  meandering  stream,  Bhe,  a swift 
stream  from  rhedig  to  run  ; these  terms  are  very  descriptive  of 
our  streams.  I am  indebted  for  these  interpretations  to  the 
late  very  eminent  Welsh  scholars  the  Eev.  John  Williams  (ab 
Ithel),  and  the  Rev.  R.  Williams  of  Rhydycroesau  {Arch. 
Camhrensis,  Ser.  3,  iii.  219). 

“ The  Cam,  although  it  changes  its  name  to  Ouse  at  Harri- 
mere, where  it  originally  joined  that  river  on  its  way  to 
Wisbech,  does  now  really  extend  by  way  of  Ely  and  Prick- 
willow  to  Denver  ; for,  except  in  case  of  very  great  floods, 
not  a drop  of  Ouse  water  enters  it  before  that  place  is  reached. 

‘ ‘ The  Little  Ouse  is  the  present  channel  of  the  Great  Ouse 
from  Denver  to  Lynn. 

“ It  is  thus  seen  that  nearly  all  the  water  which  reached  the 
great  level  found  its  natural  outlet  at  Wisbech  (a  word  reason- 
ably derived  from  Ouse  beach),  where  originally  the  channel 
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was  deep  enough  to  afford  a natural  drainage  to  the  country. 
In  process  of  time  this  outlet  became  choked,  and  the  rivers 
changed  their  course  or  were  diverted  by  artificial  means.” 

It  should  be  added  that  Professor  Skeat  {The  Place-Names  of 
Cambridgeshire,  32)  maintains  that  the  name  Cam  for  the 
river  Grant,  which  first  appears  about  1600,  is  derived  from 
the  town  and  not  the  town  from  the  river  ; and  that  “the 
talk  about  the  river’s  crookedness,  merely  because  the  modern 
Welsh  word  cam  means  crooked,  is  quite  beside  the  purpose.” 
He  accepts  Ouse-beach  for  Wisbech. 

1373— Downham  Church  Notes. — These  notes  are  from 
Add.  MSS.  5821  in  the  British  Museum,  the  volume  forming 
Vol.  20  of  Cole’s  Cambridgeshire  Collections. 

There  are  pen  and  ink  sketches  of  the  church,  of  Mrs. 
Lake’s  tablet,  and  of  the  part  of  the  Bishop’s  palace  as  it 
appeared  when  these  notes  were  taken,  21  Sep.,  1748.  There 
is  also  a list  of  rectors  from  1338  to  1569,  with  mention  of  a 
few  of  later  date. 

‘ ‘ This  is  a good  neat  regular  Church  with  a small  square 
Tower  of  white  brick  at  the  West  End,  in  which  hang  4 Bells, 
and  on  the  Top  a small  Spire  of  Wood,  a large  Nave  and  2 
side  Isles,  a South  Porch  and  Chancel  all  tiled. 

“ It  is  a Eectory  in  the  Deanery  of  Ely  about  2 miles  to  the 
N.W.  of  that  City,  Archdeaconry  and  Hundred  of  Ely,  and  is 
under  the  Bishop  of  Ely’s  sole  Jurisdiction,  who  is  Patron  also 
of  the  Living : the  Eev.  Thomas  Jones,  Bachelor  of  Divinity, 
and  formerly  Fellow  of  King’s  College,  and  one  of  the  Canons 
of  Ely,  is  the  present  Eector.  He  has  one  son  Fellow  of 
Christ’s  College  and  another  of  Clare  Hall.  The  Church  is 
dedicated  to  St.  Leonard,  and  is  valued  in  the  King’s  Books  at 
£7.  2.  0. 

“The  Altar  is  in  no  Eminence,  but  is  railed  in  ; before  it  on 
a black  marble  slab  in  the  middle  within  the  rails,  is  this 
inscription : — 
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“ Hie  Eogerus  Clopton 
Presbyter  hujus  Ecclesise 
Rector  Resurrectionem  expectat 
obiit  XX  Julij  Anno  Domini  MDOLXXVI. 

“ On  a grey  Marble  on  the  South  of  it  and  close,  there  has 
been  a brass  Inscription  which  is  reaved  off  and  lost : close  on 
the  North  of  it  lies  a smallish  free  Stone  with  this  on  it : 

“ Eliz : Lake. 

“On  the  North  Wall  near  it  is  fixed  an  ordinary  Stone  mural 

Monument  with  a Table  of  black  marble  and  this  Inscription : 

“M.  S. 

Hie  juxta 

placide  requiescit,  prout  vixerat. 

Elizabetha  Lake, 

Rogeri  Clopton  Relicta, 
bis  marita,  bis  octies  Mater 
inter  Conjuges  amantissima,  inter  Parentes 
optima : 

Moribus  sanctissimis,  Prudentia  summa, 

Ingenio  facili; 

Vultum  bilarem  fecit  bona  Conscientia. 

Cum  primo  XIII, 

Cum  altero  (quern  castissime  dilexit 
et  peramanter  observavit)  Viro 
Annos  vixit  XXXVI,  Menses  VIII,  Dies  VIII. 

(Utinam  Nestoreos) 

Nata  Aug : 1649,  Denata  Sept : 1714. 

Relictis  ex  primo  Conjugio  Natis  duabus, 
ex  altero  octo  Liberis. 

Charas  hasce  Reliquias  in  hoc  Sacro 
Amoris  ergo  recondi  curavit 
Richardus  Lake  Bedfordiensis  A : M : 

Sid  : Suss  : Coll : olim  Socius, 

Postea  de  Avon-Dusset  in  Agro  Varvicensi 
Rector, 

Conjux  ejus  alter  Superstes 
(ut  quidem  tristissimus) 

In  eodem,  (cum  summo  placuerit  Numini) 
quod  sibi  mortale  est 
Tumulo  depositurus. 

‘ ‘ On  the  S.  Side,  just  without  the  Rails,  lie  2 old  grey  Marbles 
disrobed  of  each  a Figures  ( sic ) and  Arms : On  two  free 

Stones  at  their  Heads  are  these  Inscriptions  : on  that  nearest 
the  S.  Wall  is  this  : 

“ Judith  the  Daughter  of  William  & Mary  Gunning 
died  May  17  1689  aged  21  years. 

“On  the  other  close  on  the  North  is  this  Inscription: 

“ Here  lieth  the  Body  of  Elizabeth  the  Daughter  of 
W“.  & Bridget  Gunning  who  died  May  22.  in 
the  6 year  of  her  Age  1688. 


Downham  Church  Notes. 


269 


“These  are  the  Sisters  of  the  Eev : M’’-  Gunning,  one  of 
the  Minor  Canons,  and  School  Master  of  Ely,  a Collateral 
Descendant  of  B®-  Gunning,  that  worthy  of  Ely,  and 
Father  of  my  Friend  the  Eev  : Peter  Stewart  Gunning,  Fellow 
of  S*^-  John’s  College,  and  Vicar  of  Hawkston  cum  Newton  : 
probably  Curate  here. 

“ The  Nave  is  separated  from  the  Chancel  by  an  old  Screen 
by  which  on  the  S.  stands  the  old  Pulpit,  and  the  handsome 
old  stone  Font  against  the  last  round  Pillar  on  the  same  Side : 
four  Pillars  on  each  Side  separate  the  Nave  from  the  side  Isles, 
and  over  the  N.  Isle  is  built  a large  Gallery.  In  the  middle 
Isle  exactly  between  the  two  Doors  lies  a grey  Marble  with  a 
brass  Plate  fixed  on  it  with  this  Inscription  and  Verses : 

“ What  others  doe  looke  not  unto,  thyself  do  not  forget ; 

Let  the  World  be  more  vyle  to  the  then  thow  art  unto  it : 

So  shalt  thow  dye  as  this  Man  did  once  living  in  great  Fame, 

Of  Judgement  great  in  Civil  Law,  John  Johnson  was  his  Name. 

Obiit  Johannes  Johnson  Artium  Magister  quondam 
Collegii  Jesu  in  Cantabrigia  Socius  9 Die 
Februarii  An®.  Dni.  1686. 

.®tatis  suse  66. 

“On  an  Altar  Tomb  by  the  S.  Porch  in  the  Church  Yard,  on 
a black  marble  over  is  this  Inscription : 

“ Here  lyeth  interred  the  Body  of  Eobert  Cawthorne 
Gent : who  departed  this  Life  Aug : 24  1706  in  the  66 
Year  of  his  Age. 

“ About  a Quarter  of  a Mile  to  the  N.  W.  of  the  Church  are 
the  Eemains  of  the  Bishop  of  Ely  his  Palace  ; which  was  built 
by  B^’  Alcock,  as  appears  by  his  Eebus  over  the  Great  Door  of 
the  Front,  viz  : A Cock  with  a Label  or  Scrole,  and  above  are 
the  Arms  of  Ely,  and  another  Coat,  which  was  fixed  on  with 
Iron  to  the  rest  of  the  Stone,  and  is  now  dropt  or  pulled  off. 
This  formerly  was  a very  noble  Building,  in  the  Stile  of  Jesus 
College,  built  of  Bricks,  of  which  a considerable  Part  is  now 
standing,  which  was  the  middle  of  it,  with  a great  deal  of  Out 
Houses  by  it,  in  the  midst  of  a very  fine  Park  and  overlook, 
being  on  an  Hill,  all  the  Country  up  to  Wisbich,  March  Wells, 
up  into  Norfolk,  and  on  the  other  side  into  Huntingdonshire.” 
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Isaac  Barrow,  S.T.P.,  was  instituted  to  the  rectory  27  Aug., 
1660,  and  resigned  it,  26  Jan.  1663.  But  if  this  was  the 
famous  Dr.  Isaac  Barrow,  afterwards  Master  of  Trinity,  his 
degree  is  given  incorrectly,  as  he  was  not  D.D.  till  1670. 

Some  notes  about  Thomas  Jones,  B.D.,  who  became  Eector 
in  1714,  are  given  at  Art.  1254. 

To  Cole’s  notes  may  be  added  a short  account  of  Downham 
Church  published  by  Stevenson,  Cambridge,  in  1827,  in  a 
pamphlet  of  78  pages  entitled  Notes  on  the  Cambridgeshire 
Churches. 

‘ ‘ This  church  has  aisles  and  a porch  ; a nave  of  five  arches, 
the  piers  alternately  circular  and  octagonal,  as  they  frequently 
are  in  very  early  buildings.  The  church  is  late  decorated  ; as 
is  the  font,  which  is  a fine  one,  and  richly  panneled.  The  tower 
is  Early  English,  but  of  very  early  date,  and  has  a window 
(now  closed)  which  opened  into  the  nave.  The  belfry  window 
and  some  other  parts  about  it  are  curious  ; it  is  fast  hastening 
to  decay,  from  the  injudicious  and  unworkmanlike  manner  in 
which  the  beams  for  the  support  of  the  bells  are  inserted  into 
the  walls.  More  towers  have  been  brought  to  the  ground  by 
the  ignorance  and  mischievous  meddling  of  the  village 
carpenters,  than  by  all  other  causes  combined.  The  inner 
door  of  the  porch  is  Norman ; of  a drop  arch,  with  an 
architrave  of  chevrons  and  beasts  heads ; the  shafts  are 
chevroned  and  cabled,  with  capitals  varied.  A sketch  of  it  is 
given  on  the  cover.  In  the  nave  is  a monument  with  brasses, 
which,  as  giving  good  advice,  is  worth  insertion.”  Here 
follow  the  verses  and  inscription  to  John  Johnson  given  in 
Cole’s  notes.  Ed. 

1 374.— Accident  at  Spalding  Abbey,  1655. — In  Heath’s 
Chronicle,  p.  380,  is  this  note,  under  date  1655: — “In  England 
many  sad  accidents  happened  together  : the  Abbey  of  Spalding 
being  let  out  into  Chambers,  in  one  of  them  as  the  folks  were 
prophaning  by  Dancing  and  making  merry  therein,  the  Eoof 
fell,  and  was  the  Death  of  23  persons,  January  22.” 
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1375.— Leverington  Parish  Accounts  (1362).  — The 

accounts  of  receipts  and  payments  varied  considerably  in  the 
different  years.  The  items  for  1571  may  be  summarised  as 
follows : — 

£ 8 d 


Total  receipts 

Payments : — 

Church  Expenses 
For  Holy  Communion 
“Drinkings” 

Law  Expenses  and 
Visitations 
Eents  &c. 

Fen  

Town  Lands 
“Queen’s  Taske  ” 


10  8 6 

...3  .2.9 

9.2 
17  . 8 

...2  .4.9 

...1  . 12  . 5 
10  . 8 
11  . 4 
7.1 

9 . 15  . 10 


There  is  an  absence  of  uniformity  in  the  headings  of  the 
various  accounts.  We  give  some  specimens  of  these,  and  of 
the  notes  of  election  of  officers. 


Bona  pertinentia  lumini  Sancti  Christoferi  Anno  regni  Regis  Henrici 
Septimi  post  Conquestum  Anglias  decimo  tertio. 

Elegerunt  in  Office  of  chircbe  reves  for  this  [year]  to  come  fro  ye  fest 
of  Pentecost  in  ye  yer  of  Kyng  Henry  ye  viij  y«  vjtli  yer  Alex^  Balam  gen 
Willm  Dryvar  ye  elder  & John  Edward  otherwyes  Coke.  The  Detts 
howyng  to  Sent  cristofers  lyght  beyng  in  the  hands  of  theys  menfolowyng 
Ao  nono  H oct’. 

A Recknynge  of  the  Town  Stocke  taken  before  The  paryssners  on 
Plowmonday  the  [smudged]  daye  of  Januarii  Anno  xx  Regine  Elizabeth 
[1677] 

Cartaine  mony  accounted  the  Townes  Stocke  [1694] 

Lands  letten  by  the  Church  Wardens  and  other  Inhabytants  as 
followeth  [1692] 

Churchwardens  Cownt  for  one  year  from  All  Saints  Day  1628 

Elect  Elig[imus]  Thomam  Anderson  & Willm  Borowghe  in 
offic  offic[ium]  Gardianorum  ecclesie  pro  anno  futuro  &c 
[1668] 

At  the  election  of  churchwardens  in  1600  it  is  noted  that  the 
election  is  “with  the  consent  of  our  said  parson  ” Mr.  Bowler. 

We  give  at  full  one  more  of  the  Churchwardens’  Accounts, 
the  payments  for  1691 — 2, 
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The  Accompte  of  Peter  Wigglesworth  & Symeon  Smith  from  the  vjth 
of  February  An°  1591  for  the  town  of  Leverington  being  Churchwardens. 

Imprimis  dewe  to  Peter  Wigglesworth  by  the  towne  at  the 

last  Accompte  iiijs 

Itm  pd  & spent  at  Thomas  Greenes  yt  day vs 

It’  pd  to  the  glayseyer  to  mending  of  the  church 

wyndowes xviijd 

It’  pd  to  Thomas  Greene  for  hellping  the  glaysyer ijd 

It’  pd  to  Thomas  Peirson  for  wood  to  hedge  the  church- 
yard   xiijs  iiijd 

It’  pd  to  Mery  . . k,  Tyllney  & other  for  hedgyng  y©  same  iijs  viij*i 

It’  Allowed  to  the  Wydowe  Acres  for  dykiuge iij® 

It’  pd  by  y®  said  Peter,  for  his  dynner  when  the  Comys- 

syoners  were  at  Wisbich vj«i 

It’  pd  more  to  the  glayseir,  the  20  of  March  1691  for 

mendinge  the  Church  Wyndowes xviijd 

It’  pd  to  Thomas  Greene  for  hellpynge  hym iiijd 

It’  pd  to  Chamberlayne  for  his  quarter  wages  ijs  vjd 

It’  pd  to  Thomas  Greene  for  his  quarter  wages  vijs  vj<i 

It’  pd  to  Henry  Watson  for  iiij°r  bellropes  x® 

It’  pd  & laid  owt  for  money  to  my  L.  leifetenant  xxxs  viijd 

It’  spent  when  we  made  our  quarter  bill vj^ 

It’  pd  to  Allyn  for  our  quarter  bill  delyverye  iiijd 

It’  pd  to  Richard  Browne  for  A staple  for  y®  belloft  dore  ini'! 

It’  pd  to  Browne  & Mychellson  for  y®  greatt  bell  clapper 

making  iiijs  viijd 

It’  spent  going  to  Ely,  about  the  Seminaries ij®  yijd 

1592 

It’  pd  Male.  18.  to  Parker  for  his  boate  to  passe  over  y® 

Ryver vjd 

It’  pd  for  bread  & beare  spent  yt  daye  viijs  viijd 

It’  pd  to  goodman  Jones  for  serving  y®  Dikerevshipp iijs 

It’  pd  to  Roger  Hunt  for  dyking  y®  goate  mouth iij® 

It’  pd  to  A mason  & his  man  for  A daies  worke  about  y® 

church  xx<i 

It’  pd  & spent  that  day  in  bread  & beare  vj 

It’  pd  for  Lymbe  and  Sande iij 

It’  pd  Maie.  29.  for  glasyng  about  y®  wyndowes  to  y® 

glaiser ij*  vjd 

It’  pd  to  Green  for  hellping  the  glaysier iiijd 

It’  pd  & spent  by  them  y^  daye viij^ 

It’  pd  for  more  Lymbe  & sand  for  the  glayseir iijd 

It’  pd  to  Thomas  Greene  for  an  other  charge iijd 

Sm xiijs  xjd 

It’  pd  to  John  Tegoe  of  y®  Assessement  made  for 

provisyon  vjs 

It’  pd  to  Thomas  Greene  for  his  quarter  Wages  vijs 

It’  pd  more  to  hym  for  his  wages  for  beUmanshipp ijs  vjd 

It’  pd  & spent  when  the  Comyssioners  tooke  vewe  of 

thartillery  in  vittualls  & beare ijs  iiijd 

It’  spent  when  we  made  our  quarter  bill iiijd 

It’  pd  for  the  Caryadge  of  the  said  bill  iiijd 

It’  spent  when  we  were  called  to  y®  Court  at  Wisbich  ...  yyijd 

It’  pd  to  y®  Constable  of  Wisbich  for  y®  taske vjd 

It’  pd  to  John  Hall  for  an  ob  acreshotte  vjd 

It’  pd  to  Thomas  Mahewe  y^  was  owing  hym  as  debt  for 
the  buryall  of  Richard  Clarke  viijs 
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It’  pd  to  Xper  (Christopher)  Cure  for  the  same  

It’  pd  to  Thomas  Jones  for  the  same  

It’  pd  to  Thomas  Jones  towards  the  dyett  of  the  Com- 
yssioners  when  they  cam  to  Wisbich  for  the  Inquirie  of 

defallts  in  purvyours  

It’  pd  for  A booke  we  had  of  Thomas  Stanfeild  

It’  pd  for  drynke  spent  upon  certayne  parishoners 

It’  pd  to  Peter  Romforth  for  the  taxe 

It’  pd  to  Fletcher  September.  2.  for  Wyne  for  the 

Communyon 

It’  pd  to  Greenes  Wife  for  bread  for  the  same  use  

It’  pd  to  iij  soldyers  by  Consent  

It’  pd  to  one  gatheryng  for  losse  by  fyre  

It’  pd  to  one  other  at  yt  tyme,  gatheryng  for  y®  like  

It’  pd  to  Allen  for  A letter  pattent 

It’  pd  & bestowed  on  the  Constables  & others  on  the 

Statut  Daye  

It’  pd  October.  5.  for  y®  diett  of  the  Comyssioner  takyng 

vewe  of  Thartillery 

It’  pd  for  j C of  horde  bestowed  on  the  bellchamber  

It’  pd  for  iiijor  bunches  of  lath 

It’  pd  for  viijt  dayes  Woorke  of  A Carpenter  

It’  pd  for  one  day  Worke  of  his  man  

Sm vli  iijs 

It’  pd  to  Dilleston  for  A daie  wooke  sawynge  of  his 

Tymber  at  home 

It’  pd  for  ij  Staples 

It’  pd  for  fetching  the  tymber  to  y®  Churche  

It’  pd  to  Greene  for  helping  hym  in  setting  up  his  W oorke 

It’  pd  to  Hubberd  for  his  whole  yeares  rente  

It’  gyven  to  one  gathervnge  from  Southampton  

It’  pd  to  y®  glaysyer  October.  20.  for  xij  foote  of  newe- 

glasse  

It’  pd  for  newe  setting  of  vij  foote  of  ould  glasse  

It’  pd  hym  more  for  mendinge  of  holes  about  y®  church 

Wyndowes 

It’  pd  for  lyme  & sand  to  pynne  yt  worke 

It’  pd  To  Greene  for  ij  dayes  attending 

It’  pd  hym  for  his  quarter  wages  ended  at  Mychelmes  ... 

It’  pd  hym  more  for  his  bellman  shippe 

It’  pd  October.  6.  for  expences  about  making  our  quarter 

bill 

It’  pd  to  Allyn  for  delyverye  of  y^  bill  

It’  pd  for  iiijor  newe  bellropes  

It’  pd  & spent  when  we  tooke  off  the  Irons  from  y®  bells 

It’  pd  to  Browne  for  mending  of  that  Ironworke 

It’  spent  upon  them  that  holpe  to  hange  the  bells  

It’  pd  for  jii  of  Candle,  &c  ijd  of  nailes 

It’  pd  to  Thomas  Jones  y^^  he  had  laid  out  in  charges 

about  the  Comyssyoners  for  the  Subsedy 

It’  pd  for  iiijor  dozen  of  bread  spent  on  Coronation  day... 

It’  pd  for  ij  stone  of  Cheese  spent  yt  day  

It’  pd  for  A barell  of  Beare  spent  yt  day  

It’  spent  more  upon  the  Ringers  over  night,  the  next  day 

& night  

It’  pd  to  Dylleston,  for  a peece  of  Tymber  for  Pappes 

bridge  & .v.  other  Rayles  

It’  pd  to  Haryson  & his  sonne  for  A daye  Woorke  


iijs  vjd 

vjs  jd 


iiijs  vjd 
xxd 
iiijd 
viijs  ijd 

xviijs 

ixd 

iiijd 

viijd 

viijd 

xij*! 

ijs  vjd 


xijd 
viijs 
iiijs  xd 
ix®  iiijd 
xijd 


xijd 

viijd 

xijd 

vjd 

X® 

vjd 


ijs  iiijd 

xxiijd 
vjd 
xijd 
vijs  vjd 
ijs  vjd 

vjd 
iiijd 
vjs  viijd 
iiijd 

vijs  vjd 
xvjd 
vjd 

iiij® 
iiij® 
iiijs 
iij®  iiijd 


V® 


vj®  xd 
xxijd 
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It’  pd  for  bread  & beare  bestowed  on  them  that  Caryed 

y^  bridge  to  y®  backsyde  of  Bendish  house 

It’  pd  to  A man  for  hellpinge  of  Haryson  about  y®s  bridges 

It’  pd  for  bringynge  of  y®  Tymber  from  Wisbich 

It’  pd  to  Richard  Browne  December  12,  for  mending  the 

Irons  of  the  little  bell 

Sm iiijii  iiijs 

It’  pd  to  Mr  Carvill  his  Baliffe 

It’  pd  more  for  An  Amercyament  

It’  pd  to  Thomas  Greene  for  his  quarter  wages,  dewe  at 

Christmas  laste 

It’  pd  more  to  hym  for  his  bellmanshippe 

Sm XX*  vij<i 

Sma*  totall  xvjii  iiij® 

It’  paid  unto  iij  soldyers,  January  17 

It’  spent  when  we  made  our  quarter  bill 

It’  pd  to  Gould  for  Caryage  of  the  said  bill 

It’  pd  to  the  glayseyr  for  y®  newe  leadinge  of  xvj  foote 

and  an  hallf  of  Imag  glasse  at  iiij<i  y®  foote  

It’  pd  for  iij  foote  of  newe  glasse 

It’  pd  for  j foote  more  of  whitwoorkglasse  

It’  pd  for  mendinge  of  xvj  quarrells  of  glasse  more 

It’  pd  for  ploombyng  woork  about  y®  Church  for  his  man 

& hym  sellf  hallf  A daye  

It’  pd  for  iijli  of  Sodar  

It’  pd  to  Thomas  Greene  for  iij  dayes  Attendanc 

It’  pd  for  A bushell  of  Lymbe  

It’  pd  for  bread  & beare  spent  upon  the  woorkemen  the 

tyme  of  theire  being  their 

It’  pd  for  nailes  small  & great  to  mend  y®  stooles 

It’  pd  for  wyne  being  v.  quartes  of  muscadell  for  the 

Commuyon  at  Hallowmes  & Christmas  

[The  rest  in  another  hand.] 

Pd  to  Jhon  Tego,  sen^.  yt  was  owynge  hym  

Pd  to  Thomas  Jones  yt  he  layd  owt  for  y®  stayeng  of  y® 
Extremytye  of  y®  stewards  hard  dealynge  towards  hir 

Mats  tenants 

Pd  to  y®  sayd  Thomas  Jones  yt  was  layd  short  Towards 

iijli  xs  for  y®  setting  out  of  soldyers 

Pd  to  y®  sayd  Thomas  yt  was  levyed  upon  y®  Town 
towards  y®  charge  of  ij  Justices  Rydyng  to  y®  councell 

to  take  composycion  for  y®  contrye 

Pd  to  y®  sayd  Thomas  for  y®  subsedye  

Pd  for  wrytyng  this  Acompt 

[In  margin]  Sma  iij^i  vjs  vj<i 


vjd 

■yjd 

xijd 


x<i 


viijs  vijd 

vijs  vjd 
ijs  vjd 


iiijd 

xd 

iiijd 

VS  vjd 
xviijd 
iijd 
xinj^i 

xd 

xiiijd 

iijd 

xvjd 

vjd 

V* 


xiijs 

xvjs 

vjs 

iiijs  vjd 
ijs  viijd 

iij" 


As  nearly  as  can  be  made  out  the  expenses  were : — 


Church  

£ 

5 

s 

16 

d 

10 

Eepairs  to  landed  property 

... 

16 

8 

Law  expenses 

... 

6 

0 

10 

Wages  

... 

2 

3 

0 

The  pages  are  added  up  correctly;  but  the  total  should  only  amount  to  £16.  Is.  lid. 
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Burials  ...  18  5 

Holy  Communion  ...  13  9 

Rent  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 . 0 

Festivities  on  Coronation  Day  ...  16  . 4 

Sundries  (Book,  Letters  Patent, 

Gifts  to  soldiers  &c,)  5 4 

Debt  13  0 

Balance  owing  on  last  account  ...  4 3 


making  the  total  £19.  8s.  5^.  The  expenses  under  the 
heading  of  “Law”  include  sums  paid  for  Courts  at  Wisbech, 
drawing  up  the  accounts,  demands  of  sundry  Commissioners, 
Assessments,  charges  for  Lord  Lieutenant,  Artillery,  and 
Seminaries.  Some  of  the  costs,  as  noted  among  the 
last  few  entries,  seem  to  partake  of  the  nature  of 
exactions.  In  all  they  come  to  nearly  one  third  of  the 
year’s  disbursements. 

The  use  of  Muscadel  wine  for  the  Holy  Communion  is 
noteworthy. 

1376.— Bishop  Chambers  and  Robert  Acton.  — In 

Patrick’s  Supplement  to  Gunton,  p.  330,  in  the  account  of 
Bishop  John  Chambers,  is  this  passage  : — 

‘ There  were  Letters  (which  are  now  lost)  sent  from  the 
Duke  of  Somerset  and  others  of  the  Council  1548.  to  examine 
the  matter  in  Controversie  between  the  Bishop  of  Peterhurghf 
and  one  Acton  ; concerning  words  pretended  to  be  spoken 
against  the  Sacrament  ; and  concerning  Images  in  the  Church 
undefaced,  with  Plate  sold  out  of  the  Town-Church.  How  it 
ended  I cannot  find.” 

The  two  papers  here  given  illustrate  this  matter,  though 
they  do  not  say  how  it  ended.  They  are  copied  from 
transcripts  made  by  Mr.  James  Cattel,  sometime  Librarian 
to  the  Dean  and  Chapter.  Where  the  originals  are  is 
not  stated. 
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(I) 

Uppon  Thursdaye  the  daye  of  maye  laste  paste  When  my  lorde 
the  Bisshop  of  Peterburgh  had  examyned  one  Robert  Hacton  who  was 
prisoner  ther  for  certen  words  spekinge  of  the  masse  and  the  Sacrement. 
asked  him  what  was  his  entent  wilt  thou  put  in  Swertes  to  use  thyselfe 
honestly  Then  said  the  prisoner  yt  shall  not  nede  for  after  awhile  you 
shall  not  see  me  for  I will  go  to  London.  To  london  said  the  Bisshop, 
that  is  Spelunca  latronum  the  noughtieste  Towne  in  Ingland,  well  said 
the  Bisshop  yf  thou  had  spoke  so  mutch  w^hin  these  twentye  yeres  thou 
sholdeste  not  have  remayned  in  prison  so  long  unbrent,  and  that  tyme 
will  com  agayn,  and  that  even  shortly.  These  words  he  spake  in  the 
hearing  of  these  men  whose  names  are  underwryten  and  dyvers  other 
Thomas  Adam 

thomas  robynson  thomas  whright 

[Endorsed]  28  maij  Certen  words  spoken  by  the  B.  of  Peterborough 
in  the  examyning  of  one  Hacton. 

(II) 

The  Answere  of  John  bisshope  of  peterborought  to  the  first  parte  of 
the  said  bill  of  compleynt  exhibited  by  Thomas  Adames  Thomas  Robynson 
& Thomas  Wryght 

The  said  Bisshope  saith  that  the  xvij^^  daye  of  may  last  past  he  and 
Sir  Thomas  Brudenell  knyght  by  virtue  and  aucthorytie  of  certeyne  Ires 
[letters]  to  them  dyrected  by  my  lorde  protectors  grace  had  before  them 
Robt  Acton  mentioned  in  the  said  Bill  of  compleynt  in  the  howse  of  the 
said  Bisshope  called  yburye  [Eyebury]  And  then  and  there  after  muche 
perswacion  & exhortacione  by  them  gyven  to  the  said  Acton  to  leave  his 
yvell  opynyons  for  whiche  he  was  commytted  to  warde  and  to  induce  hym 
to  repentaunce  and  admendement  accordinge  to  the  teno^  and  affecte  of 
the  said  Ires  The  said  Acton  beinge  at  the  last  perswadyd  and  promyssinge 
admendment  was  demandyd  by  the  said  Bisshope  whether  he  wolde  go 
after  he  were  delyuered  Who  answered  that  he  wolde  go  to  london 
Where  uppon  Bisshoppe  said  that  london  was  spelunca  latronum  meynynge 
only  there  by  the  manyfolde  resorte  of  snche  as  are  lewyd  and  yvill 
disposed  whiche  do  oft  repayre  to  the  said  Citie  and  none  otherwise  And 
further  the  said  Bisshope  exhortinge  the  said  Acton  to  be  of  good  behavyo^ 
and  to  loke  better  to  hym  selfe  consyderinge  that  my  lorde  protectors 
grace  had  by  his  Ires  taken  so  gentyll  and  so  gracious  an  order  w^  hym 
said  further  that  if  he  had  meyntened  suche  opynyons  wrin  xx^i  yeres  past 
he  had  been  worthy  by  the  lawes  to  have  dyed  for  yt  And  where  it  is 
obiected  further  that  the  said  Bisshope  shold  saye  that  that  tyme  will 
come  agayne  and  that  evin  shortlye  the  said  Bisshope  saithe  that  he 
remembrethe  not  that  he  have  spoken  eny  suche  words  And  if  [he]  dyd 
speake  them  he  his  very  sory  that  he  ment  and  yet  dothe  meyne  none 
otherwise  but  that  the  kings  ma^i^  and  his  most  honorable  councell  will 
prouyde  such  lawfull  and  reasonable  correctione  of  suche  persones  as  to 
reason  and  equytie  shall  apperteyne 

Thomas  Brudenell  K 
Richard  Cicyll 

[Endorsed]  Matters  conc^ning  one  Acton  & the  Bp.  of  peterburgh 
A°.  1548  Lres  from  ye  Councell  Exam,  of  witnesses  about 
Images  undefaced  &c. 

There  is  nothing  whatever  in  the  document  relating  to  the 
latter  part  of  the  endorsement.  Ed. 
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1 377.— The  Brownes  of  Northborough.— John  Browne, 
of  Northborough,  was  the  son  of  Eobert  Browne,  of  Walcot,  a 
gentleman  of  the  Privy  Chamber  of  King  Henry  VIII.,  who 
was  akin  to  the  well-known  Browne  family  of  Stamford.  It 
does  not  appear  what  offence  made  it  desirable  for  John 
Browne  to  keep  out  of  England  in  1549.  He  had  been 
fighting  the  year  before  at  the  siege  of  Boulogne,  and  seems 
to  have  remained  on  the  continent  till  his  death,  which 


happened  in  1560.  By  the  Inquisition  taken  before  Eobert 
Nobbs,  of  Peterborough,*  it  was  found  that  he  died  seized  of  the 
manors  of  Norborough,  Maxey,  Nunton,  Lolham,  and  Depingate. 

The  jury  were  Will™.  Clerke,  Henry  Sharpe,  Eic.  Smythe, 
Thos.  ffoo,  Ead.  Styles,  Greg^.  Styles,  John  ffoo,  Aub^.  Gyles, 
Eic.  ffelde,  Eic.  Smythe,  Thos  ffoo,  Nic.  Davye,  Will  ffoster, 
Eic.  Goodwin,  Will  Sherman,  Nicol.  Curtes. 


The  extent  and  clere  yerelie  value  of  all  the  manners  lands  tenements 
and  hereditaments  late  of  John  Browne  esquier  decesed  the  vij  daye  of 
Marche  Anno  secd°  Dne  Elizabethe  Eegine.  And  which  have  discended 
and  come  in  possession  and  revercion  to  Charles  Browne  his  sonne  and 
next  heyre  beinge  of  thage  of  xv  yeres  at  the  feaste  of  S^,  Andrewe 
thappostell  next  cominge  after  the  ffyndinge  of  the  office  which  office  was 
founde  the  xix  daye  of  Oct.  dicto  anno  scd®.  Elizabethe  Kegine. 


Com.  Norht. 


viz : — 


Discended 


The  manor  of  Norborowe  als  Norbrughe  in  the  s^  countie 
xij  messages  xij  cotages  xx^ie  gardenes  ccxl  acres  lande  xl 
acres  medowe,  1 acres  pasture,  x acres  woode,  and  xijs  rent 
with  thappurtenants  in  Norborowe  als  Norbrughe  in  the  said 
coy  are  holden  of  the  Queue’s  mati®  by  knight’s  service  by 
reason  of  the  lacke  of  the  bishoppe  of  Peterborough  in  the 
right  of  the  said  Bishoppryke  and  are  by  yere  worth  above 
all  charges  and  reprises xjii 


It  is  clear  from  Mrs.  Browne’s  letter  to  Sir  W.  Cecill  that 


her  husband’s  offence  had  caused  a forfeiture  of  his  personal 
property,  which  the  Bishop  of  Peterborough,  who  succeeded 
to  the  right  of  the  Abbots,  would  be  entitled  to.f 
A.D.  1549.  Dorn.  Edw.  VI.,  7. 

To  the  right  Worshipfull  William  Cycell  thys  be  delevered. 

Right  worshipfull  Sir  in  my  moost  hartiest  manner  I comend  me  unto 
you  trustyng  yt  ye  be  in  good  helthe.  The  cause  of  my  wryting  to  you  at 
this  tyme  ys  I am  so  bolde  for  the  great  fifrendeship  yt  I have  ffounde  in 


* S,P.,  Dom.  Eliz.,  vol.  14,  Sir  W.  Fitzwilliam  acquired  the  manor  of  North- 
borough in  1516.  Thomas  Fitzwilliam  sold  to  John  Browne  in  1546.  James  Claypole 
acquired  by  purchase  in  1563. 

t This  was  before  the  surrender  of  the  Liberty  by  Bp.  Scambler. 


Vol,  VII, 
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you  at  all  tymes  to  desire  councell  and  knowledge.  As  concernyng  my 
poore  husband  John  Browne  who  hath  ben  long  absent  from  me  whiche  ys 
to  my  great  hevynes  and  I am  now  enformed  yt  you  of  yor  goodenes  shuld 
labor  for  hys  pardon  or  by  what  meanes  ells  I trust  yor  worshipp  knowes. 
Wherfor  I most  hartely  desire  you  for  my  comfort  to  let  me  have  know- 
ledge for  I am  now  in  the  same  case  yt  I was  in  at  the  Seage  of  Boleyn. 
At  whiche  tyme  ye  sent  me  a letter  yt  he  was  alyve  whiche  eversyns  hathe 
bounde  me  to  be  yor  beadewoman  for  I have  not  onely  great  mysse  of  hys 
company  but  also  do  abide  great  losse  divers  ways.  As  concernyng  my 
lorde  Bishopp  of  Peterborough  he  ys  so  good  lord  unto  me  as  where  my 
husbonds  goods  wer  prysed  in  myn  absence  at  thre  hundred  pounds  whiche 
was  a great  deale  more  then  yt  was  worthe  he  hathe  geven  to  me  one  part 
and  to  hys  servant  Mountsteving  two  parts,  Sor  he  wol  not  fare  the  better 
for  yt  as  he  say  the,  whiche  Mountstevyng  incontinent  after  yt  my  husbond 
was  ffled  caryed  awaye  all  my  household  stuffe  and  left  me  not  one  bedd 
to  lye  in  and  so  enjoyeth  yt  styll  in  hys  kepyng  saving  iij  beddes  yt  my 
lord  hathe  geven  me,  but  the  best  bedde  my  lord  hath  reservyd  whiche  ys 
of  downe.  Syr  I have  offered  to  the  said  Mountsteving  one  hundrethe 
marks  in  rewarde  to  have  my  goods  agen  but  he  will  not  take  yt.  And  as 
for  my  house  at  Walcott  wherein  Markeham  dwelt  I could  receyve  no  rent 
for  yt  as  yet  and  yt  was  due  at  the  ffeast  of  Thannunciacion  of  ladye 
last  past  whereby  he  hathe  forfetted  hys  lease  ; and  they  have  wrought  to 
me  as  moche  harme  as  they  can  in  dustroying  of  my  douvecote,  my  hoppe 
yard,  betyng  doune  of  my  ffrute  and  brekyng  doune  of  my  gate  ther. 
Wherefore  I knowe  they  will  worke  all  the  myscheff  yt  they  can  wherfore 
I wold  be  glad  to  have  my  sayd  husbond  at  home  at  mychilmas  next 
ensuying  if  yt  myght  be  to  demaunde  hys  rent  hymself  and  in  thadvoydyng 
of  other  charges.  Syr,  I shall  most  hartely  desyre  you  to  write  to  me 
youre  mynde  in  the  premysses  as  ye  shall  thinke  best.  No  more  to  you  at 
thys  tyme,  but  Jhu  have  you  evermore  in  hys  kepyng  and  send  you  helthe 
and  well  to  prospere.  ffrome  Norborough  the  last  daye  of  August 

by  yours  assured 

Alys  Browne. 

L.G. 

1378.— Lands  at  Fleet,  1658.  — The  University  of 
Cambridge,  and  the  Towns  or  Corporations  of  Wisbech, 
Cambridge,  Lynn,  and  Ipswich,  were  beneficiaries  under  the 
will  of  John  Crane.  The  property  bequeathed  consisted  of 
lands  in  Fleet,  co.  Line.  ; and  a list  of  the  documents  relating 
to  these  lands  is  preserved  in  the  Harleian  MSS.,  No.  4115. 
The  following  is  an  abbreviated  list  of  these  documents,  the 
heading  being  given  in  full. 

“ An  Abstract  or  Noat  of  the  severall  writings  concerning 
the  severall  lands  lyeing  in  Fleet  in  the  County  of  Lincolne 
purchased  and  setled  by  John  Crane  and  Thomas  Eant, 
Esq’’®:  Executors  of  the  Last  Will  of  John  Crane  Esq*"  deed 
according  to  the  said  Will  for  the  use  and  benefitt  of  the 
University  of  Cambridge  and  of  the  severall  Corporations  of 
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Wisbech  Cambridge  Lynn  & Ipswich  in  the  said  Will 
menconed.” 

15  Mar.  14  Jac.  Copy  of  Grant  from  King  James  to 
George,  Earl  of  Buckingham,  of  several  lands  in  Fleet. 

26  Jun.  16  Jac.  Copy  of  Indenture  inrolled  in  Chancery 
between  George,  Marquis  and  Earl  of  Buckingham,  and 
Thomas  Fotherly,  Gent.,  whereby  the  Marquis  conveys  the 
premisses  to  Fotherly. 

16  Apr.  5 Car.  Copy  of  Indenture  between  Thomas 
Fotherly,  Esq.,  and  Eichard  Parke,  Gent.,  whereby  Fotherly 
conveys  his  moiety  of  several  lands  in  Fleet  to  Parke. 

Trinity.  5 Car.  Copy  of  Fine  from  Fotherly  and  his  wife 
to  Parke. 

31  Dec.  1631.  Copy  of  Indenture  of  Feoffment  between 
Eichard  Parke  and  William  Palmer  and  Thomas  Hunn, 
conveying  the  moiety  to  Eeuben  Parke  and  Eichard  his 
son  & his  heirs. 

8 Mar.  1654.  Copy  of  Indenture  inrolled  in  Common 
Bench  between  William  Colvile,  Esq.,  and  Thomas  Eant, 
Esq.,  and  Humphry  Carter,  conveying  his  moiety  of  the  third 
part  of  the  manor  of  Fleet  to  them  and  to  the  heirs  of  Eant. 

7 Oct.  1656.  Indenture  of  partition  inrolled  in  Common 
Bench  between  Eeuben  and  Eichard  Parke  and  Thomas  Eant, 
Esq.,  and  Humphry  Carter,  conveying  the  moiety  of  several 
lands  each  to  other. 

20  Mar.  1656.  Copy  of  Deed  of  Eelease  whereby  Carter 
releases  all  his  estate  in  the  premisses  to  Eant  and  his  heirs. 

9 Apr.  1657.  Lease  from  Thomas  Eant,  Esq.,  to  John 
Atterton  and  William  Atterton,  his  son,  of  several  lands  for 
20  years  at  annual  rent  of  £62. 

28  Jun.  1658.  Decretal  Order  in  Chancery  whereby  the 
Chancellor,  Masters,  and  Scholars,  of  the  University,  and  the 
other  Corporations,  are  plaintiffs  against  John  Crane  and 
Thomas  Eant,  Esq.,  Exors,  of  John  Crane,  dec.,  and  others, 
defendants, 
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4 Aug.  1658.  Indenture  of  Settlement  in  seven  parts,  inrolled 
in  the  Common  Bench,  “betweene  John  Crane  and  Thomas 
Eant  Esqrs  Executors  of  John  Crane  Esqr  deed  of  the  first 
part  The  Chancellor  Ma^rs  & Schollers  of  the  University  of 
Cambr’  of  the  2d  part.  The  Burgesses  of  the  Towne  of  Wisbech 
of  the  third  part.  The  Mayor  Bayliffs  and  Burgesses  of  the 
Towne  of  Cambr’ : of  the  fourth  part  The  Mayor  & Burgesses 
of  the  Burrough  of  Lynn  Eegis  commonly  called  Kings  Lynn 
of  the  fift  part  The  Bayliffes  Burgesses  & Commonalty  of  the 
Towne  of  Ipswich  of  the  sixth  part  And  Thomas  Buck,  Francis 
Hughes,  Will’m  Fisher,  Henry  Ferrone,  Samuel  Spaldyng, 
Christopher  Eose,  Benjamin  Holly,  Guybon  Goddard,  J6hn 
Brandling,  Esq^s.  & Henry  Whyteing  Gent’  on  the  seaventh 
part.  Whereby  the  lands  are  settled  upon  the  Trustees  for 
the  benefitt  of  the  said  University  and  of  the  other  Corporations 
according  to  M’*  Cranes  Will.” 

Mich.  1658.  Two  parts  of  a Fine  between  the  last 
mentioned  parties. 

The  receipt  of  these  various  documents  was  acknowledged 
by  the  Chancellor,  &c.  of  the  University,  the  said  writings  “to 
bee  and  remayne  in  our  Chest  belonging  to  our  said  University,” 
and  to  be  for  the  equal  use  of  the  University  and  of  the  Towns 
and  Corporations  concerned.  The  Common  Seal  was  affixed 
31  Dec.  1658.  Ed. 

1379.— Sonnet  to  Hereward  Leofricsson.— 

Hail,  Army  Guardian,  Lord  of  woodland  p;len. 

Thou  who  didst  strive  to  stem  th’encroachinsr  wave 
Of  pirate  hordes  from  France  and  England  save 
From  the  cruel  tyranny  of  grasping  men, 

Who,  under  Norman  guidance,  round  thee  then 
Swarmed  to  o’erwhelm  thy  Saxon  following  brave. 

What  time  thy  miehty  arm  to  England  gave 
That  Camp  of  Eefuge  in  thy  native  fen. 

Lo  I from  thine  arm,  once  more  they  backward  flee, 

Saved,  saved,  our  Anglia  from  th’acenrsed  thrall 
Of  foreign  menials,  slaves  from  o’er  the  sea  1 
Through  monkish  treason  doth  thine  Ely  fall  7 
All  peace,  great  heart,  thou  restest  ’neath  a pall 
Of  fadeless  fame,  thou  Light  of  Liberty! 

Douglas  C.  Stedman,  B.A. 
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1 380.—Church  Inscriptions  in  the  Hundred  of  Elloe 

(1363).— 

III.  Holbeach. 

On  a stone  on  the  south  side  of  the  Chancel  is  the  following 
inscription : — 

Id  memory 

of  Samuel  Kichardson  Esqre 
an  upright  Magistrate 
Tender  husband  indulgent  parent 
generous  friend 

and  benevolent  to  all  mankind. 

He  married  Elizabeth 
the  second  daughter  & Coheiress 
of  Benjamin  Sanderson,  Gent, 
by  whom  he  left  two  children 
Sigismund  and  Mary 
and  departed  this  life 
the  10^1^  day  of  Febi7 
1736 

aged  66. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  chancel : — 

Near  to  this  place  lie  interr’d  remains  of 
Mr  Philip  Ashley,  Attorney  at  Law 
and  Steward  to  the  right  Honi^i®  Lord  Eardley 
who  died  the  day  of  Deer  1794, 
aged  60  years. 

Vir  bonus  erat. 

Also  of  Margaret  the  wife  of  the  said 
Philip  Ashley 

who  died  the  ll^i^  day  of  May  1788 
Aged  47  years. 

And  of  Mrs  Levina  Davey  Foster 
Widow  of  Mr  William  Foster  of  Stamford 
who  died  the  4^*^  day  of  Sept  1792 
aged  66  years. 

Philip  Ashley  died  at  Spalding  and  was  very  popular  in  the 

district.  On  a small  stone  near  the  above  : — 

Isabella  Morton 
Born  April  lltir  1838 
Died  February  23rd  1860, 

On  a stone  in  the  churchyard  near  the  door  on  the  south  side 

of  the  chancel  (on  the  south  side) : — 

The  Revd  James  Morton  B.D, 

34  years  vicar  of  this  parish  and  Prebendary  of  Lincoln 
Died  July  31^^  1866,  Aged  82  years. 

With  Meekness  of  Wisdom. 

James  III.  13. 

Isabella,  only  daughter  of  James  and  Margaret  Morton 
Died  February  23rd  i860,  Aged  11  years 
Thy  Will  be  done. 
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On  the  north  side  of  the  stone  : — 

Margaret  widow  of  the  Kev^  James  Morton 
Died  September  26^1^  1873 
aged  69  years. 

Her  children  arise  up  and  call  her  blessed. 

Prov.  XXXI.  28. 

James  Morton  was  born  at  Kelso,  of  humble  parents.  For 
some  time  he  was  employed  as  a weaver  lad.  He  was  a fine 
instance  of  perseverance  under  difficulties.  It  is  said  that  he 
used  to  read  as  he  worked,  with  his  book  on  the  loom  before 
him.  He  was  admitted  to  S.  John’s  College,  Cambridge, 
10  October,  1812  ; being  then  in  Priests’  orders  he  proceeded 
to  his  B.D.  Degree  in  1824.  He  was  introduced  into  the 
family  of  Earl  Grey,  and  became  tutor  to  his  son.  To  show 
his  appreciation  of  his  learning  Earl  Grey  in  1831  nominated 
him  to  the  Vicarage  of  Holbeach  ; Edward  Maltby,  the  former 
Vicar,  having  been  elevated  to  the  Bishopric  of  Chichester. 
He  was  Prebendary  of  Lincoln,  with  Leighton  Buzzard  as  his 
stall,  chaplain  to  Earl  Grey,  a magistrate  for  the  parts  of 
Holland,  and  many  years  chairman  of  the  Holbeach  Board  of 
Guardians.  He  was  the  author  of  a memoir  of  D’’-  Leydon, 
prefixed  to  his  poetical  remains,  published  in  1819  ; “Monastic 
Annals  of  Teviotdale,  1832”;  “The  Gospel  preached  to  the 
Poor,”  a sermon,  1837  ; and  “ The  Duty  of  Providing  for  our 
own,”  a sermon,  1860.  He  also  edited  for  the  Abbotsford 
Club,  in  1841,  the  Semi-Saxon  legend  of  Saint  Katherine  of 
Alexandria ; and  for  the  Camden  Society,  in  1853,  the  Acren 
Eiwle,  a treatise  on  the  rules  and  duties  of  Monastic  Life,  from 
a Semi-Saxon  MS.  of  the  13*^  century. 

On  the  floor  of  the  North  aisle  : — 

In  memory  of 

John  son  of  Robert  and  Martha  Hood 
who  died  Feby  23,  1794,  aged  1 year 
the  7^11  of  March  following. 

Near  the  last  stone  : — 

In  memory  of  Martha  Hood 
Relict  of  the  late 
Rev  Robert  Hood 
died  Deer  16^^  1838, 
aged  85. 
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Also  her  son 

Henry  Waldow,  Surgeon 
died  July  1821 
aged  32. 

The  Eev.  Eobert  Hood,  B.A.,  of  Freiston,  was  appointed 
Master  of  Farmer’s  Free  School,  in  Holbeach,  on  14  Nov., 
1783,  and  Curate  of  the  parish.  Admitted  Christ’s  College, 
Cambridge,  Jan.  8,  1778  ; B.A.,  1782  ; M.A.,  1785  ; and  was 
for  a time  Curate  of  Guyhirne,  near  Wisbech. 

Near  the  north  door  of  the  church  on  a marble  tablet ; — 

To  the  memory 
of 

Joseph  Harrisson  Esq^ 
who 

departed  this  life 
on  the 

11th  of  Novr  1809 
in  the 

41st  year  of  his  age. 

In  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death. 

On  another  near  the  last : — 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of 
John  Everson,  Esq^ 
died  the  29th  day  of  January  1801 
aged  61. 

Thomas  Everson  Gent : 
died  June  17th  1808,  aged  67. 

Margaret  Everson  relict  of  the  above 
named  Thomas  Everson,  died  Jany  10th  1827 
aged  81. 

Beneath  rests  the  body  of  Charlotte  the  wife  of 
John  Phipps  (Daughter  of 
the  above  named  Thomas  and  Margaret  Everson 
and  late  Widow  of  Joseph  Harrisson  Esq :) 
who  died  March  14th  1840,  aged  70  years. 

She  died  in  fervent  hope  of  a joyful  Kesurrection. 

On  a small  tablet  near  the  above  : — 

In  affectionate  remembrance 
of 

Mrs  Ann  Sisson,  Widow 
Died  Feb  16th  1833. 

Aged  70  years 
Sister  of  John  Phipps 
and  aunt  to  Mrs  Thomas  Sturton. 

Near  the  last : — 

Charles  Harrisson  Esq: 
of 

Jesus  College  Cambridge 
Died  the  9th  of  April  1825 
aged  22. 
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Weep  not’for  him,  in  his  spring  time  he  flew 
To  that  land  where  the  wings  of  the  soul  are  unfurled, 
And  now,’’like®a  star  beyond  evenings  cold  dew 
Looks  radiantly  down  on  the  tears  of  this  world. 

On  a tablet  near  the  belfry  door  : — 

Near  to  this  place  lieth 
the  body  of  John  Northon  Gt: 
who  departed  this  life  the  27^^^ 
day  of  April  1761 
aged  64  years. 

And  likewise 

Avis  Northon  his ‘first  wife  who 
died  the  16tii  day  of  September  1724 
aged  twenty  seven  years. 

And  Mary  their  daughter  who 
died  the  day  of  ‘May  1734 
aged  eleven  years, 
and  eight  children  infants,  by 
Margaret  Northon  his  Widow 
now  living. 

Near  this  place  liethHhe  n body*;  ■ of  Margaret  the 
Widow  of  Mr  George  Sutton  of  Fallsingham  in 
this  County ; 

Who  departed  this  life  the 
22^^  day  of  November  1760 
aged  twenty  eight  years. 

In  memory  of 
Margaret  Northon 
who  died 
Novr  7th  1779 
aged  76  years. 

On  the  South  wall  of  the  Church : — 

To  the  memory 
of  Edwd  JWorby,  son  of 
George  Worby  & Judith 
his  wife  born  at  Little  Houghton 
in  Northamptonshire 
Febry  6th  1738—9. 

Died  of  smallpox 
in  this  parish  Octo^  26th  1763. 

A youth  of  distinguished  abilities 
of  a most  obliging  & sweet  disposition 
and  of  whom  his  friends  had  justly 
conceived  the  greatest  hopes. 

Near  the  last : — 

In  memory  of 
Williamt^Slator  Esq 
formerly  of  this  place 
who  ■ died,  JulyHst  1829 
aged^73  years, 
also  of 

Charlotte^ihis  Widow 
who  died  January  1st  i§49 
aged  84  years. 
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Near  the  South  door  of  the  Church  : — 

In  memory  of 
James  Brecknock  M.D. 
who  departed  this  life 
December  1746 
aged  66  years. 

Near  the  last : — 

To  the  memory 
of  Mrs  Elizabeth  Watson 
Wife  of  Mr  John  Watson 
who  departed  this  life,  April  the  4t^r  1768 
aged  67  years. 

Also  of 

Mr  John  Watson 
who  died  February  the  14^^  1771 
aged  64  years. 

On  a stone  in  the  churchyard  near  the  south  porch  : — 

In  memory  of  Robert  Carruthers,  M.A.  late  Scholar 
of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  Curate  of  this  Parish  for 
years,  and  Master  of  the  Free  School.  He  died  June 
20^^^^  1840,  aged  66  years. 

My  Witness  is  in  Heaven  and  my  Record  is  on  High. 


Eobert  Carruthers  was  born  at  Penrith,  and  was  educated  at 
S.  Bees’  School  before  going  to  Cambridge.  In  1805  he  was 
Curate  for  D’**  Maltby,  Vicar  of  Holbeach,  at  a salary  of  £50 
per  annum  and  a house.  He  was  afterwards  appointed  Head 
Master  of  Holbeach  School.  He  was^ery  popular  in  the  town, 
and  a subscription  was  raised  to  augment  his  salary.  He  took 
the  degree  of  B.A.  in  1802,  and  that  of  M.A.  in  1807. 

J.M. 

1 381 Virtues  of  Sage. — An  eminent  botanist,  John 
Hill,  published,  without  date,  a work  On  the  Virtues  of  Sage, 
in  Lengthening  Human  Life.  He  seems  to  have  been  well 
acquainted  with  Peterborough  and  its  neighbourhood  ; and 
some  of  the  particulars  in  the  accompanying  extract  from  his 
book  will  be  new  to  many  readers. 

I can  remember  a woman  of  the  little  town  of  Stanground,  near 
Peterlorough,  so  old  that  for  that  reason  only,  so  far  as  I ever  heard,  she 
was  called  a witch.  About  five  yards  square  of  ground,  enclosed  with  a 
mud-wall  before  the  door  of  her  little  habitation,  was  planted  with  Sage  ; 
and  ’twas  not  only  her  account,  but  that  of  all  the  place,  that  she  lived 
upon  it.  Her  exact  age  could  not  be  known,  for  she  was  older  than  the 
register ; but  the  people  in  general  remembered  their  fathers  calling  her 
the  old  woman. 


286  i^NLAND  Notes  and  Queeies. 


In  the  cathedral  church  of  Peterborough,  on  the  left-hand  as  one  enters 
the  great  isle,  is  a picture  and  monumental  inscription  of  a man  who  once 
was  sexton  of  the  place,  I think  the  name  is  Scarlet,  who  lived  so  long  in 
that  office  as  to  bury,  so  says  the  inscription,  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
place  twice  over.  The  full  date  of  his  age  is  not  mentioned  ; but  he  was 
considered  by  more  than  one  generation,  as  a living  miracle.  There  is 
great  reason  to  attribute  this  also  to  Sage : for  I remember  to  have  seen  at 
that  place,  when  I was  a boy,  a spot  of  ground  near  the  church-yard,  where 
there  was  at  that  time  left  against  an  old  South- wall  of  stone,  the  remainder 
of  a broad  oak  bench ; which  they  then  used  to  call  this  old  man’s  bed : 
on  this  ’tis  said  he  slept  away  almost  the  whole  day,  during  the  latter  years 
of  his  life.  By  it  there  were  then,  and  perhaps  are  still,  some  antient  tufts 
of  Sage  and  Rue,  planted  alternately,  of  which,  mixed  together,  he  used, 
I imagine,  to  make  his  drink.  People  there  remember  still  an  old  Latin 
line,  which  he  learned  I suppose,  from  some  of  the  clergy  of  the  place,  and 
which  he  was  continually  repeating. 

Salvia  cum  ruta  facient  tibi  pocula  tuta. 

The  author  afterwards  says  that  he  did  “not  believe  the 
sexton’s  pocula  tuta  were  cups  of  tea.”  He  is  sometimes 
called  Sir  John  Hill,  as  he  was  invested  with  an  order  of 
knighthood  by  the  King  of  Sweden.  The  period  of  his 
boyhood,  to  which  the  above  extract  refers,  would  be  about 
1728  to  1733.  Ed. 

1 382.— Bishop  Morton. — Sir  Thomas  More  puts  into  the 
mouth  of  one  of  the  characters  in  his  Utopia  the  following 
character  of  John  Morton,  who  was  Bishop  of  Ely  from  1479 
to  1486,  when  he  became  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  He 
was  made  Cardinal  in  1493,  and  died  in  1500.  He  will  ever 
be  remembered  in  the  Fenland  for  the  important  works 
connected  with  the  navigation  and  drainage  which  he  carried 
out ; and  his  name  is  retained  in  the  artificial  cut  between 
Peterborough  and  Wisbech,  still  called  Morton’s  Learn.  The 
text  is  that  of  the  edition  issued  in  the  Pitt  Press  Series 
in  1879. 

“I  was  muche  bounde  and  beholdynge  to  the  righte 
reverende  father  Jhon  Morton,  Archebishop  and  Cardinal  of 
Canterbury,  and  at  that  time  also  lorde  Chauncelloure  of 
Englande  : a man  ....  not  more  honorable  for  his  authoritie, 
then  for  his  prudence  and  vertue.  He  was  of  a meane 
stature,  and  though  stricken  in  age,  yet  bare  he  his  bodye 
upright.  In  his  face  did  shine  such  an  amiable  reverence,  as 
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was  pleasaunte  to  beholde,  gentill  in  communication,  yet 
earnest,  and  sage.  He  had  great  delite  manye  times  with 
roughe  speache  to  his  sewters,  to  prove,  but  withoute  harme, 
what  prompte  witte  and  what  bolde  spirite  were  in  every  man. 
In  the  whiche,  as  in  a vertue  much  agreinge  with  his  nature, 
so  that  therewith  were  not  joyned  impudency,  he  toke  greate 
delectacyon.  And  the  same  person,  as  apte  and  mete  to  have 
an  administratyon  in  the  weale  publique,  he  dyd  lovingly 
embrace.  In  his  speche  he  was  fyne,  eloquent  and  pytthye. 
In  the  lawe  he  had  profounde  knowledge,  in  witte  he  was 
incomparable,  and  in  memory  wonderful  excellente.  These 
qualityes,  which  in  hym  were  by  nature  singular,  he  by 
learnynge  and  use  had  made  perfecte.  The  kynge  put  muche 
truste  in  his  counsel,  the  weale  publyque  also  in  a maner 
leaned  unto  hym,  when  I was  there.  For  even  in  the  chiefe 
of  his  youth  he  was  taken  from  schole  into  the  courte,  and 
there  passed  all  his  tyme  in  much  trouble  and  busines,  beyng 
continually  tumbled  and  tossed  in  the  waves  of  dyvers 
mysfortunes  and  adversities.  And  so  by  many  and  greate 
daungers  he  lerned  the  experience  of  the  worlde,  whiche  so 
beinge  learned  can  not  easely  be  forgotten.” 

1 383.— Wellmere  Decoy. — In  1901  a correspondent  in 
Notes  and  Queries,  9th  S.  vii.  288,  asked  for  particulars  about 
Wellmere  Decoy.  I cannot  find  that  any  answer  has  appeared. 
A curious  story  seems  to  be  connected  with  it ; and  it  would 
be  interesting  to  have  more  details.  It  seems  likely  that  the 
place  would  be  in  the  Fenland  district,  but  it  does  not  seem  to 
be  mentioned  in  Wheeler’s  Fens  of  South  Lincolnshire.  The 
query,  which  was  signed  F.  B.  Doveton,  was  this  : — 

Wellmere  Decoy,  Lincolnshire.— Can  any  of  the  readers  of 
“ N.  & Q.”  tell  me  the  whereabouts  of  this  old  decoy  in  Lincolnshire  ? It 
is  said  to  be  haunted  by  the  ghosts  of  a former  ’coyman  and  his  dog,  who 
were  murdered  there  long  ago.  It  is  also  said  that  the  ’coymen  will  not 
go  near  it  after  dark,  and  will  make  a long  round  to  avoid  it.  The  frames 
and  nets  formerly  used  there  have  long  since  gone  to  decay.  Some  of 
your  readers  may  have  heard  this  story. 
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1384. ~Court  of  Hustings,  London  (1332). — Here  are 
notes  of  another  will  relating  to  our  district.  It  need  hardly 
be  said  that  Thomas  Lewen’s  expectation  for  the  re-erection 
of  a monastery  at  Sawtry  was  never  realised. 

A.D.  1557 — Will  of  Thomas  Lewen,  “Iremonger.”  He 
leaves  to  his  wife  certain  messuages  in  the  parish  of  S.  Nicolas 
Olave,  in  London,  as  well  as  his  lands,  woods,  &c.,  in  Cippen- 
ham,  in  the  parish  of  Burnam,  co.  Bucks.,  for  life.  The 
reversion  to  the  Company  of  Ironmongers,  charged  (until  a 
new  monastery  should  be  erected  at  Sawtry,  co.  Hunts. , “of 
the  same  order  of  monks  as  were  there  in  the  old  monastery 
before  its  suppression”)  with  the  maintenance  of  a priest  in 
the  church  of  S.  Nicolas  aforesaid.  The  said  priest  was  to 
dwell  in  one  of  five  tenements  intended  to  be  built  by  the 
testator  in  the  churchyard.  The  master  and  wardens  of  the 
company  were  to  pay  yearly  to  the  Friars  Observants  £5,  and 
the  same  to  two  poor  scholars,  one  at  Oxford  and  one  at 
Cambridge ; also  they  were  to  observe  testator’s  obit,  and 
make  certain  specified  payments.  Immediately  after  the  re- 
building of  the  monastery  at  Sawtry  the  Company  would  pay 
to  the  abbot  or  prior  the  money  previously  devoted  to  the 
priest  and  to  the  purchase  of  tapers  ; and  the  abbot  or  prior 
was  to  have  a daily  mass,  and  to  have  four  sermons  preached 
in  a year.  Will  dated  20  Apr.,  1555.  Ed. 

1385. — “The  Sacrilegious  Gamesters”  (1359). — May  I 
correct  an  error  into  which  S.  E.  has  fallen.  The  author  of 
the  poem  on  the  above  subject  to  which  he  refers  was  not 
Richard  Harris,  of  Boston,  but  a barrister-at-law  of  the  same 
names  who  at  one  time  visited  Holbeach  in  the  capacity  of 
revising  barrister.  He  subsequently  became  K.C.,  and  died  at 
his  London  residence  two  or  three  years  ago.  His  poem 
appeared  in  the  columns  of  the  Spalding  Free  Press. 

J.  Wilson. 
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1386.— Out  of  Lynn. — A most  interesting  article  with 
this  heading  appeared  in  the  Evening  Standard  of  31  July, 
1907,  of  which  we  here  give  the  greater  part.  The  writer  is 
speaking  of  the  two  straight  miles  of  the  Cut  running  from 
Lynn  to  the  sea  ; and  says  that,  without  claiming  to  discover 
beauties  where  none  exist,  ‘‘  few  sights  seem  to  me  more  truly 
romantic  than  a long  street  of  water  like  this  when  a glimpse 
of  the  sea  is  framed  at  the  end.” 

Is  your  eye  caught  and  held  by  the  curious  aspect  of  a rushing  tide  ? 
How  it  eddies  and  swirls,  so  smoothly  yet  so  inexorably,  how  ships  at 
anchor  and  even  raoorins’  buoys  seem  to  be  forging  ahead  through  it,  so 
that  your  impression  must  be  corrected  by  keeping  your  eye  partly  on  fixed 
objects,  and  how  ships  moving  with  it  swoop  on  with  the  silent  irresisti- 
bilitv  of  thino-s  belonging  to  a spectral  worl^l,  at  a gait  which  is  at  once 
explicable  and  mysterious ! The  people  of  Lynn  certainly  are  fascinated 
by  the  daily  repetition  of  this  miracle.  They  may  not  acknowledge  it,  and 
possibly  do  not  know  it ; but  an  eye  once  accustomed  to  the  dizzy  march 
of  a furious  tide  is  satisfied  by  little  else.  When  the  people  of  Lynn 
gather  together  to  sit  in  the  air  and  talk,  they  gravitate,  inevitably  if  not 
expressly,  to  the  riverside. 

The  other  day  I found  myself  on  board  a cutter  with  some  other 
amateurs  bound  for  the  fishing  grounds  which  lie  between  Boston  on  the 
Lincolnshire  coast  and  Hunstanton  on  the  Norfolk  coast.  We  slipped 
down  the  Cut  among  the  friendly  crowd  of  smacks,  and  passed  the  time  of 
day  to  this  crew  and  that,  the  voices  carrying  as  clear  as  bells  over  the 
water.  We  passed  one  smack  dry  and  Iving  on  her  side  on  the  mud  several 
feet  above  the  water.  Her  skipper  had  touched  the  ground  on  the  ebb-tide 
the  night  before  in  making  too  long  a tack,  and  in  a few  minutes  the 
fugitive  water  had  fallen  away,  and  .she  was  piled  up  beyond  hope  of  move- 
ment before  next  high  water.  And  high  water  that  morning  was  already 
past,  and  he  had  failed  to  move  her.  Unhappy  man,  the  tides  were  not 
making ! Each  high  water  was  less  high  than  the  last,  and  he  was  in 
danger  of  being  “ neaned,”  which  means  that  he  must  stay  there  till  the 
spring  tides  came  round  again.  Disconsolate  figure — helpless  and  sprawling 
lay  the  smack,  the  “ cynosure  of  every  eye  ” in  a sense  which  seldom  visits 
that  threadbare  phrase.  Now  that  she  was  high  and  dry,  and  so  far  from 
the  water — for  inches  are  miles  in  this  case — it  seemed  incredible  that  any 
one  should  have  sailed  so  far  out  of  the  channel.  It  always  seems  so, 
when  the  water  has  fallen  away  and  the  disastrous  spot  seriously  suggests 
comparisons  with  places  as  far  inland  as  Worcester  or  Eugby.  But  there — 
putting  your  ship  accidentally  ashore  on  the  highest  spring  tide  is  one  of 
those  nautical  misfortunes  which  may  be  compared  to  a toothache  in  the 
province  of  physical  suffering.  It  does  not  kill  you,  it  does  not  command 
much  sympathy  for  you,  but  it  may  easily  make  you  ridiculous. 

At  the  end  of  the  Cut  the  shores  of  the  shallow  Wash  fell  away,  low 
and  dim,  except  where  the  high  land  lay  between  Sandringham  and 
Hunstanton.  Here  and  there  the  gleaming  mirage  decapitated  a low  head- 
land, and  the  head  seemed  to  be  an  island  lying  away  from  the  trunk  ; in 
other  places  a black  strip  of  land,  detached  from  its  connections,  seemed 
to  hang  between  sky  and  sea ; and  in  other  places  again  trees  of  super- 
natural height  seemed  to  be  growing  out  of  a shining  strip  of  ether  which 
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lay  upon  the  sea.  To  the  landsman’s  eye  the  sea  is  just  the  sea — an  open 
level  expanse  which  once  gained  can  be  sailed  upon  with  impunity  from 
shore  to  shore.  To  the  sailor  the  greater  part  of  the  world  seems  quite 
different.  He  knows  the  formation  of  the  ground  over  which  he  sails,  its 
hills,  valleys,  undulations,  and  ridges,  as  well  as  we  know  the  rise  and  fall 
of  the  roads  over  which  we  walk  daily.  He  sees  a channel,  though  it  be 
buried  invisibly,  as  plainly  as  Regent-street  exists  for  us  ; and  he  sees  a 
bank,  submerged  a fathom  and  more  though  it  be,  as  plainly  as  we  see  the 
kerbstone  along  the  roads.  He  knows  the  depth  of  the  water  from  the 
colour,  the  strength  and  direction  of  the  tide  from  the  break  upon 
the  surface,  and  the  bobbing  speck  of  a buoy  a mile  away  gives  as  plain  an 
indication  to  him  as  the  hand  of  a policeman  to  me  at  Hyde  Park  Corner. 
Yet  the  smacksman  comes  to  grief  through  an  inveterate  inclination  to 
accept  risks  just  as  the  hansom  driver  in  London  comes  to  grief  through 
cutting  corners  and  trying  to  steer  thiough  impossible  openings.  He  would 
think  himself  an  indifferent  sailor,  however,  who  did  not  know  and  employ 
the  swashways,  or  minor  uncharted  channels,  which  twist  through  the 
submerged  banks.  In  half  an  hour  after  reaching  the  Wash  the  crowd  of 
smacks  was  scattered  far  asunder  like  shot  from  a gun-barrel.  Two  miles 
away  one  of  them  was  careening  over  at  an  angle  just  different  enough 
from  that  of  the  others  to  catch  the  quick  eye  of  our  skipper  and  make  him 
say  “ The  Alice  is  aground.”  That  meant  the  loss  of  a tide  for  the  Alice 
and  a blank,  profitless  day  for  her  crew. 

There  are  three  ways  of  working  a trawl  on  ships  which  have  no  steam. 
You  may  drift  broadside  on  with  the  tide,  which  is  called  a driving  haul ; 
or  you  may  sail  across  the  tide,  which  is  a thwarting  haul ; or  you  may 
sail  with  the  tide,  which  is  a fying  haul.  What  the  origin  of  the  word 
“fying”  is  I do  not  know.  We  began  with  a driving  haul.  The  heavy 
trawl  beam  was  lowered  over  the  side.  To  the  beam  heads  at  either  end 
of  the  beam  the  net  was  made  fast.  A buoy  attached  by  a fairly  long  rope 
to  the  net  was  thrown  overboard  to  mark  the  position  of  the  net  if  it  should 
be  torn  adrift  from  the  ship.  From  the  beam  heads  two  ropes  converge, 
and  one  of  these,  which  passes  through  the  other,  runs  to  the  ship,  and  is 
made  fast  for  towing  the  trawl.  At  the  foot  of  the  net,  which  is  weighted 
so  that  it  keeps  to  the  ground,  is  the  sign  rope.  If  that  catches  on  a large 
rock  or  “ hill  ” on  the  bed  of  the  sea  you  on  board  know  it  at  once.  The 
ship  comes  to  a standstill,  perhaps  half  slewed  round,  while  the  trawl  rope 
shivers  with  the  strain,  the  tholes  against  which  the  rope  is  passed  crack  and 
break  off  like  brittle  stalks,  the  buoy,  which  has  been  fizzing  through  the 
water,  lying  down  to  its  work,  bobs  up  as  though  to  say,  “ What’s  up  now  ? 
Let  me  have  a look.”  If  the  trawl  rope  snaps  you  perceive  the  uses  of 
the  buoy. 

For  an  hour  with  scandalised  mainsail  we  drove  down  the  Wash  on  the 
tide  ; only  now  and  again  did  a fixed  mark,  such  as  a lightship  at  anchor 
or  a beacon  on  a bank,  show  us  at  what  speed  for  all  our  seeming  motion- 
lessness we  were  being  swept  along  with  the  reeling  world  of  water.  The 
skipper  gave  the  signal ; we  tied  oilskin  aprons  round  us  in  preparation  for 
the  wet  job  to  come  and  set  to  work  on  the  hand  winch  over  which  the 
trawl  rope  was  passed.  Four  minutes’  hard  winding  brought  the  beam 
alongside,  and  the  net  was  lifted  on  board.  How  clean  the  sign  rope  had 
dragged  the  bed  of  the  sea  ! It  was  as  though  a man  had  been  below  there 
scrupulously  scraping  the  starfish  and  soldier  crabs  and  sea  mice  off  the 
bottom  and  shovelling  them  into  the  net.  All  the  deadweight  of  rubbi.sh 
went  back  into  the  sea,  also  the  undersized  fish  ; and  the  selected  soles  and 
thornbacks,  with  some  shrimps,  lay  in  a precious  little  gasping  heap  on  the 
deck.  So  little  for  so  much  ! It  seemed  like  some  inestimable  distillation 
which  emerges  from  gigantic  groaning  machinery. 
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1387.— Bishop  Cox  and  Dean  Dnport.  — Dr.  James 

Duport,  Eegius  Professor  of  Greek  at  Cambridge  (1639 — 1654), 
Master  of  Magdalene  College  (1668 — 1679),  and  Dean  of 
Peterborough  (1664 — 1679),  was  grandson  of  Dr.  Eichard 
Cox,  Bishop  of  Ely  (1559 — 1581).  The  Bishop’s  fourth  and 
youngest  daughter,  Eachel,  the  only  one  unmarried  when  her 
father  died,  (her  education  was  provided  for  under  his  will,) 
married  Dr.  John  Duport,  Master  of  Jesus  College,  Cam- 
bridge, and  was  mother  of  the  Dean  of  Peterborough.  In 
some  Latin  verses  in  praise  of  his  grandfather  “ Avum  suum 
maternum,”  the  Dean  refers  to  his  having  been  tutor  to 
Edward  VI.,  to  his  having  been  in  exile  (t.e.,  during  Queen 
Mary’s  reign),  and  to  his  having  taken  part  in  the  revision  of 
the  prayer-book.  According  to  the  fashion  of  the  time  the 
surname  is  fancifully  turned  into  “Gallus,”  a cock  ; and  then 
follow  whimsical  references  to  this  bird.  To  our  notions  this 
is  somewhat  undignified  : but  the  heralds  had  set  the  exarnple 
in  granting  a coat  of  arms  with  three  cocks : and  on  the 
Bishop’s  monument  in  Ely  Cathedral  he  is  represented  as 
calling  himself  by  the  same  Latin  name  : — 


In  terra  Christi  Gallus  Christum  resonabam  : 
Da,  Christe,  in  coelis  te  sine  fine  sonem. 


Ed. 


1 388.- Tennyson  and  Crowland.-— It  does  not  appear 
that  Tennyson,  though  a Lincolnshire  man,  was  ever  at 
Crowland.  Indeed  we  may  almost  conclude,  from  the  absence 
of  any  reference  to  it  in  his  works,  that  he  never  saw  the 
famous  Abbey.  There  is  mention,  in  his  son’s  Memoir,  of  his 
having  had  at  one  time  an  intention  to  visit  it ; but  if  the 
intention  was  ever  carried  out  there  is  no  record  of  the  visit. 
There  is  a short  passage  in  Lady  Tennyson’s  Journal,  which 
gives  a momentary  glimpse  of  the  poet’s  impressions  of  the 
Fens  : — “He  has  been  telling  me  that  ‘the  only  cheerful  thing 
he  ever  saw  in  going  home  by  coach  over  the  flats  from 
Cambridge  to  Lincolnshire  was  the  grey  line  of  dawn  over 
Whittlesea  Mere.’  ” 
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In  what  the  present  Lord  Tennyson  called  his  father’s  letter- 
diary,  which  he  * ‘ habitually  wrote  to  my  mother  when  absent 
from  home,”  under  date  31  July,  1852,  is  this  : — “I  am  going 
out  of  the  way  to  see  Crowland  Abbey  and  maybe  shall  stop  a 
day  or  so  there.  I write  this  in  vast  haste  at  the  Masons 
Arms,  Louth.”  There  is  no  subsequent  allusion  to  Crowland. 

Ed. 

1389. — Old  Acconnt  Book  (1355). — At  the  conclusion  of 
the  above  article  the  Editor  asked  for  an  explanation  of  some 
words  that  occurred  in  the  accounts,  Capilair,  Ferreting, 
Miserians,  Cephalic  Snuff.  He  now  finds  that  he  ought  to 
have  known  their  meanings,  or  could  have  easily  found  out. 
He  has  to  thank  three  correspondents,  G.  C.  C.,  K.  H.  S., 
W.  B.,  for  interpretations.  Capillaire  is  given  in  Nuttall  as 
“a  syrup  extracted  from  the  plant  maiden-hair.”  It  is  sold 
by  French  confectioners  as  a flavouring  for  water  ; and  is  in 
common  use  as  a liqueur,  especially  in  France.  Ferreting  is 
a coarse  sort  of  baize,  and  also  much  used  by  solicitors  in  the 
form  of  a narrow  ribbon  or  tape.  Miserians,  so  pronounced, 
but  correctly  written  Mezereon,  is  the  plant  Daphne  Mezereon, 
which  bears  a pink  blossom  in  winter.  Its  bark  and  root  are 
both  in  use  medicinally.  Cephalic  Snuff  is  used  as  a remedy 
for  head-ache  (hence  its  name)  ; and  also  to  relieve  asthma. 

1 390. — Manor  Court  Rolls. — These  four  orders  are  from 
the  Court  Rolls  of  the  Manor  of  Botelars  and  Thorolds.  The 
first  two  are  dated  1725  ; the  last  two  1734. 

Every  person  to  “ leave  two  foot  round  every  Meerstone  unploughed  ” 
or  pay  3s.  4<i. 

“Item  We  order  That  every  person’and  persons  in  Ailesworth  shall^putt 
knobbs  of  wood  upon  all  Beasts  on  their  Hornes  from  two  years  Old  and 
upwards  by  ye  Tenth  day  of  May  next  every  person  or  persons  offending 
against  this  order  shall  forfeit  to  ye  Lord  of  this  Mannor  for  every  Beast 
found  so  unknobbed  ye  sume  of  0 ; 3 : 4.” 

Item  “ Wee  Ord^ : that  no  person  in  Castor  or  Alesworth  shall  keep 
any  Byherd  of  Beast  or  Hoggs  but  what  is  turned  before  the  Nethard  or 
Hogard  till  Harvist  be  ended  ” or  pay  3s.  4^. 

Item  “Wee  Ord*’:  that  no  person  shall  Cutt  Down  or  Carry  away  by 
Stent  in  any  part  of  the  Lordsp  any  Manner  of  growing  Wood  or  any 
hedges  or  any  By  Burden  ” or  pay  1®.  0<i, 
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A Collection  of  Diagrams  for  Pedigrees 

By  william  H.  WHITMORE,  A.M. 

Eiglith  Edition.  Royal  4to.  Quarter  Roxburgh  gilt,  8s.  6d.  net,  post  free. 

So  arranged  that  Eight  Generations  of  the  Ancestors  of  any 
Person  may  be  recorded  in  a connected  and  simple  form. 

“ rv  difficult  plan  to  explain  on  paper,  but  is  fascinatingly  simple  when  actually 
handled.  As  an  American  critic  of  the  first  edition  truly  remarks—*  No  one  with  the 
least  bent  for  genealogical  research  erer  examined  this  ingeniously  compact  substitute 
for  the  family  tie  without  longing  to  own  it  ’ ’’—Beliquary. 

Write  for  descripiive  Catalogue  of  Antiqua/rian  and  General 
Literature^  free  ly  post. 

LONDON:  ELLIOT  STOCK,  62,  PATERNOSTER  ROW,  S.C. 

Memorials  of  Saint  Guthlac  of  Crowland, 

Collected  from  the  original  Manuscripts,  and  edited  by  Waltee  de  Gray 
Birch,  F R.S.L.,  Assistant  of  the  Manuscript  Department,  British  Museum. 

. Royal  8vo.,  original  cloth,  30/-.  Only  one  hundred  copies  of  this  work 
were  published  (18813  this  being  No.  68. 


Under  the  Patronage  op  Her  Late  Majesty  the  Queen. 

MISCELLANEA  GENEALOGICA  ET 
HERALDICA. 

Illustrated  with  Armorial  Bookplates. 

Originate-fl  in  1866  by  Dr.  JosRPH  JACKSON  Howard,  F.S.A.  (Maltravers 
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. 10/6  per  annum,  post  free. 
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Families,  Illustrated  with  upwards  of  600  Armorial  Book-plates,  Engravings 
ot  Arms,  Autographs,  Seals,  etc. . The  Numbers  of  this  Series  are  on  Sale, 
price  9d.  Title  and  Index  to  each  Volume,  price  5/-. 

Second  Series — Vols.  I.,  II.,  III..  IV.,  and  V.  complete,  with  Indexes, 
etc.,  price  £1  os.  each  in  cloth,  or  £6  the  set.  Title  and  Index  to  each 
Volume,  separately,  price  5/-.  Cases  2/-.  Single  Numbers,  price  1/-. 

Third  Series.— Vols.  I.,  II.,  III.,  IV..  and  V.,  compri.dng  the  Parts  from 
1894  to  1908.  with  Index,  price  £1  6s.  each  in  cloth.  Title  and  Index  to 
each  Volume,  separate!}',  6/-, 

The  most  valuable  Genealogical  Work  published. 

Lo7>yfow.-  MITCHELL,  HUGHES.  & CLARKE,  140,  Waruour  Str«?et.  W. 
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Edited  by  the  Rev.  CANON  MADDrSON,M.A..  Rev.  W.O.  MASSINGBERD, 
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BY 


ANDREW  PERCIYAL,:  S.S.C. 


With  Six  Illustrations,  including  a flue  Portrait  of  the  A",thor, 


•These  Keminiscences,  which  date  back  to  the  eariy  tr>  rties,  were 
published  with  special  consent  of  Mr,  Andrew  Peroival  by  liie  PeteTbomugh 
Archseoiogical  Society.  They  deal  with  a remarkable  variety  of  Old  Time 
City  Customs,  Institutions,  and  People. 


Price  lA,  or  in  Cloth,  1/6. 


To  be  obtained  of  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  W.  Bodgeb,  Cc  wga- 
Peterborough,  and  of 

Mr.  geo.  C.  OASTEE,  Market  Place,  Peterborough.  o 


HISTORICAL  & ARCHITECTURAL  NOTEe 


On  uiie  Parish  Churches  in  and  around  Peterborough, 

By  theEEY.W.  D.  SWEETING,  M.A.  Illustrated,  Demy  Svo., 


The  Churches  described  are  Marholm,  Castor,  St.  John  Baptist  (Petei  b trough L 
Longthorpe,  St.  Mark  (Peterborough),  St,  Mary  (Peterborough),  The  Caiheliral 


CPeterborough),  Peakirk,  Clinton,  Paston.,  Werr'ingtoa.  Eye,  Hel.>ston,  St.  Moyv 
OVhittlesey),  St.  Andrew  (Whittlesey),  Tborney  Abbey,  Growland  Abbey,  Woouston, 
Orton  Lougueville,  Orton  WafcerviUe,  Alwalton,  Ci  esterton,  Elton,  Water  Etevrtoi;, 
Ramsey  Abbey,  Yaxley,  'Stanground,  Farcet,  and  Fletton 


For  Sale,  price  21/'  bo  and  in  cloth,  .second-hand  copy  of  the 
above  scarce  book,  which  has  beeo  out  o.*^  print,  for  so rxie  years,  and 
w^hich  was  published  at  SO/-. 

Apply  to  Mr.  Geo.  C.  Caster,  Bookseller,  Market  Pi ?vce,  Per^rborough.  o 
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AND  DORSET. 


Edited  by  F.' W.  Weaver,  M..4.,  Milton  Clevedon,  Evercreeck  Somerset 
and  0.  H.  Mayo,  M./V..,  L:;o.g  Burton  Vicarage,  Sherborne. 


Voi.  VII.  commenced  March,  1900.  Parts  issued  Q.ua.rt,erly.  SubsoripMo  i- 
6s.  per  annum,  payable  in  advance  to  either  of  the  Editors,  to  whom  -V) 
communications  should  be  add.vessecl. 


Published  Quarterly.  No.  1 was  issued  March,  1893. 

Annual  Subscription,  post  tree,  6s.  6d. 
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Traditions,  and  Folk-lore  of  the  County.  Communications  for  the  Edit-; 
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F'enland  Notes  and  Queries, 

A QuAKTEELy  Antiquarian  Journau  foe  the  Fenland,  in  the 
Counties  op  HUNTINGDON.  CAMBEIDGE,  NORTHAMPTON, 
LINCOLN,  NORFOLK,  and  SUFFOLK. 


NOTICE. — The  subscription  j^or  thismurh,  is  l5.  Qd.per  quarter,  or  b'^ 
Post,^  l5.  Sd.  A year's  subscription,  if  paid  in  advance,  6j-post  free.  It  is 
p^iblished  on  the  of  January,  April,  July,  and,  October. 

All  back  Parts  are  in  print.  Vols,  I.,  II.,  III.,  IV.,  V.,  VI.,  each  contain- 
ing Three  yeOjTs'  Parts,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher,  Peterborough, 
bound  Half-Roxburgh,  top  edges  gilt,  for  lo'r  per  Vol.,  pwstage  6d., 
(abroad  Ij-). 

Communications  of  a suitable  character  will  be  most  acceptable.  The  loan 
is  invited  of  old  doe^iments  and  newspapers,  blocks  for  illustration,  literal 
copies  of  monumental  inscriptions  in  churches  and  churchyards,  memoranda 
of  noteworthy  facts  in  any  way  connected  with  the  Fenland,  a^nd  extracts 
(rom  scarce  books  or  pamjjhlets  of  local  interest,  or  from  parish  registers, 
and  churchwardens'  accounts  ; and  anything  entrusted  to  the  Editor  for  the 
purpose  will  be  carefully  preserved,  and  returned  without  unnecessary  delay. 
Correspondents  are  reqxoested  not  to  make  use  of  any  contractions  in  thJir 
transcripts,  except  when  such  occur  in  the  originals,  and  to  write  on  one 
side  only  of  the  paper.  Names  of  persons  and  places  should  be  very  distinctly 
written. 

All  contributions  should  be  accompanied  by  the  name  and  address  of  the 
writer;  not  necessarily  for  p^iblication,  but  as  a guaraydee  of  good  faith. 
The  signatures  of  eontribiitors  are  appended,,  unless  a wish  to  the  contrary 
may  have  been  expressed. 

All  literary  contributions,  books  for  review,  etc.,  should  be  sent  to  the 
Editor,  Rev.  W.  D.  Sweeting,  M.A.,  “Maxey,”  Queen's  Road, 
Wallington,  Surrey;  btet  communications  relating  to  s^tbscriptky>ts, 
advertisements,  exchange  copies,  etc.,  shcmld  he  forwarded  to  the  Publisher, 
Mr,  Geo.  C.  Caster,  Market  Place,  Peterborough. 

Terms  for  Advertisements  in  Fenland  Notes  and  Queries  on  application 
to  the  Publisher. 


THE  RUTLAND  MAGAZINE 

AND  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  RECORD. 

An  Illustrated  Quarterly  Journal,  devoted  to  the  History,  Aptiquities, 
Biography,  Dialect,  Folk-Lore,  Legend,  Genealogy,  Topography,  Natural 
History,  etc.,  of  the  County  of  Rutland.  Edited  by  G.  Phillips. 

Published  on  the  16th  of  Jan.,  April,  July,  and  Oct.  Price  1/6.  Post 
free,  1/8.  Annual  Subscription,  payable  in  advance,  6/-,  post  free. 

All  communications  to  be  addressed  to  G.  Phillips,  The  Library,  Oakham. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE  NOTES  & QUERIES 

NEW  SERIES.  AN  ILLUSTRATED  QUARTERLY, 
devoted  to 

The  Architecture,  Antiquities,  Family  History,  Traditions, 
Parish  Eegisters,  and  Churchwardens’ .Accounts,  Folk-lore, 
and  Customs  of  the  County. 

EDITED  BY  CHRISTOPHER  A.  MARKHAM,  F.S.A. 

Subscriptions  6s.  per  annum  (if  prepaid  5s.)  Postage  6d. 
Quarterly  Parts  Is.  6d. 

Northampton  : WM.  MARK,  The  Drapery. 

London:  SIMPKIN,  MARSHALL  & Co.;  ELLIOT  STOCK. 
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AND  THE  JURISDICTION 

OF  THE  JUSTICES  OF  GAOL  DELIVERY  FOR 

Hunlrreti  of 

By  LOUIS  B.  GACHES,  LL.M.,  B.A.,  of  the  Honorable  Society  of 
the  Inner  Temple. 

With  copy  of  Abbot’s  Seal,  Map  showing  the  Eight  Hundreds,  and  copy  of 
plan,  dated  1676,  showing  position  of  the  Old  Gallows  at  Peterborough. 

Reprinted  ( with  additions ) from  “ Fenland  Notes  and  Queries f 

EXTRACT  FROM  THE  PREFACE. 

The  territorial  criminal  jurisdiction  of  a Saxon  Abbot  which  has 
survived  the  Conquest  and  the  Reformation  is  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  the  magistrate,  the  lawyer,  and  the  layman.  The  records  of 
seven  centuries  are  available  to  illustrate  the  history  of  the  Monastery  of 
Peterborough,  the  administration  of  Justice  within  its  domain,  and  the 
condition  of  the  inhabitants.  The  Liberty  of  Peterborough  is  the  only 
county  franchise  which  excludes  the  authority  of  King  Edward  VIPs. 
Justices  of  Gaol  Delivery. 

It  is  to  explain  the  origin  of  the  authority  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Liberty  to  deliver  the  prisoners  in  its  gaol;  the  royal  charters  from  which 
that  authority  springs ; and  the  King’s  commissions,  by  virtue  of  which  it 
is  now  exercised,  that  a short  history  of  this  remarkable  jurisdiction  is 
published. 

Demy  8vo.,  xvi.  pp.  and  72  pp.  Cloth,  Price  2/6  net.  Postage,  4d. 
Petbrborou&h  : GEO.  C.  CARTER,  Market  Place.  o 


GUNTON’S  HISTORY  OF  THE  CHURCH 
OF  PETERBOROUGH, 

Old  calf,  perfect,  and  in  excellent  condition,  with  bookplate  of 
Richard  Prime.  Published  1686.  Price  30/-. 

GEO.  C.  CASTER,  Bookseller,  Peterborough.  Q. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THORNEY  ABBEY, 

By  the  Rev.  B.  H.  Warner,  M.A.,  with  copy  of  the  Baptismal  Register 
of  the  French  Colony,  1658 — 1724,  with  book  plate  of  Charles  T.  Hebbert. 

Demy  8vo.,  half  morocco,  10/6. 

GEO.  C.  CASTER,  BOOKSELLER,  PETERBOROUGH. 


Eeceived  since  December,  1908  : — Lincolnshire  Notes  and 
Queries,  81  ; The  Rutland  Magazine,  iii.  8,  iv.  1 ; The  Virginia  Magazine, 
xvii.  1 ; Notes  and  Queries  for  Somerset  and  Dorset,  84 ; Miscellanea 
Genealogica  et  Heraldica,  iii.  4,  5 ; Goodspeed’s  Catalogue,  63  (562  books, 
“ every  one  rare,  beautiful,  or  unique  ”) ; The  Naturalist,  624,  625,  626  ; 
Wiltshire  Notes  and  Queries,  64 ; Northamptonshire  Rotes  and  Queries, 
N.S,  16. 


THE  NATURALIST, 

A MONTHLY  ILLUSTRATED  JOURNAL  OF  NATURAL  HISTORY, 


i T.  SHEPPARD.  F.G.S  , The  Museum,  Hull;  and 

IT.  W.  WOODHEAD,  F.L.S.,  Technical  College,  Huddersfield; 

With  the  Assistance  as  Referees  in  Special  Departments  of 

J.  Gilbert  Baker,  E.R.S.,  F.L.S.,  Prof.  P.  F.  Kendall,  M.Sc.,  F.G.S., 

T.  H.  Nelson,  M.B.O.U.,  Geo.  T.  Porritt,  F.L.S.,  F.E.S.,  John  W.  Taylor. 

William  West,  F.L.S. 

THE  NATURALIST  is  the  oldest  Scientific  Periodical  in  the  British  Isles,  dating  back 
to  1833.  It  has  thus  existed  for  well  upwards  of  70  years— a fact  that  speaks  con- 
vincingly of  the  continued  interest  and  practical  utility  which  have  invariably 
characterised  its  pages. 

THE  NATURALIST  to-day  numbers  amongst  its  contributors  many  leading  scientific 
writers,  whose  original  contributions  record  the  latest  results  of  their  work.  The 
Magazine  is  speciallv  devoted  to  papers  and  notes  bearing  upon  NATURAL 
HISTORY.  GEOLOGY,  and  PREHISTORIC  ARCHEOLOGY.  Every  effort  is  also 
made  to  ensure  the  .journal  being  of  the  greatest  value  to  Field  Naturalists,  no 
matter  in  which  branch  of  Natural  History  they  may  be  interested 

High-Class  Plates  and  Text  Illustrations  are  liberally  introduced. 

Price  6d.  net,  by  post  7d.  Annual  Subscription  6s.  6d.  post  free 

A.  BROWN  & SONS,  Ltd.,  Publishers,  Hull,  London,  and  York. 


“THE  FENLAND:  PAST  AND  PRESENT." 

Demy  folio.,  650  pp.,  (published  at  50/-)  half  morocco,  £2  2s  Od. 

By  Samuel  H.  Miller,  F.R.A.S.,  F.M.S.,  Gold  Medallist  and  Foreign 
Member  of  the  Society  of  Arts  and  Science  of  Utrecht ; and  Sydney 
B.  J.  Skertchley,  F.G.S  , Her  Majesty’s  Geological  Survey. 
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1391.— Triangular  Bridge  at  Crowland  (1370).-— This 
second  view  of  the  famous  bridge  at  Crowland,  for  which  we 
are  again  indebted  to  Mr.  Dack,  raises  anew  the  question  of 
water  flowing  beneath  it.  It  is  dated,  by  the  artist,  1852. 
This  must  mean  that  the  sketch  was  made  from  some  earlier 
drawing,  and  not  from  the  bridge  itself.  It  represents  water 
under  the  bridge  ; but  if  that  were  so  at  the  date  given  there 
would  certainly  be  many  persons  still  living  who  would 
recollect  the  fact.  It  is  quite  certain  that  there  was  no  water 
in  1855  ; for  in  the  paper  read  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of 
Architectural  Societies  on  24  May  in  that  year,  the  Rev. 
Edward  Moore,  then  Vicar  of  Weston,  afterwards  Vicar  of 
Spalding  and  Prebendary  of  Lincoln,  says  of  this  “curious 
bridge  ” that  “ at  present  it  stands  upon  dry  land.”  It  would 
be  a great  help  towards  solving  the  difficulty  if  it  could  be 
deflnitely  known  when  there  ceased  to  be  water  running  under 
it.  If  such  water  was  really  the  confluence  of  two  streams,  as 
is  always  assumed,  what  has  become  of  the  streams  them- 
selves ? It  will  be  noticed  that  in  Beck’s  sketch  (that  now 
given)  it  is  hard  to  say  whether  running  water  is  depicted, 
or  a mere  pond. 

In  any  case  it  is  clear  that  whatever  streams  met  at  the 
spot  must  have  been  quite  inconsiderable,  and  that  the 
accounts  which  speak  of  “rivers”  must  be  much  exaggerated. 
The  systematic  drainage  of  the  district  will  account  for  the 
disappearance  of  such  little  streams.  The  span  of  the  arches, 
16ft.  6in.,  shews  that  the  size  of  the  streams  was  but  small. 
If  they  were  at  any  time  capable  of  being  used  for  navigation 
at  all,  we  can  understand  why  the  arches  were  made  so  tall. 
It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  many  of  the  descriptions  have 
been  written  by  persons  who  had  never  seen  the  bridge. 
Sometimes  the  Nene  and  Catt- water  are  made  into  two 
streams.  But  the  only  part  of  the  Nene  that  ever  came  to 
Crowland  was  called  Catt-water,  or  Cat’s  Water.  In  the 
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OrdnancG  map  is  shewn  a little  stream  going  from  Peter- 
borough to  Noman’s  Land  Hirne,  between  Thorney  and 
Crowland,  and  then  apparently  going  on  to  the  latter  place  by 
Great  Porsand : it  is  called  “Muscat  Eiver  or  Cats  Water 
anciently  a branch  of  the  Nen  River.”  In  Hayward’s  map, 
1604,  the  Welland  and  Catt  Water  are  depicted  as  meeting 
at  Crowland,  and  then  proceeding,  under  the  name  of  Welland 
FI.  to  Spalding.  The  present  course  of  the  Welland  does  not 
come  within  three  quarters  of  a mile  of  the  Abbey  : but  there 
is  marked  in  modern  maps  a channel,  called  Ancient  Welland, 
that  seems  to  follow  the  line  of  the  present  street  direct  to  the 
bridge.  Moore  says  that  the  two  streams  from  the  Welland 
and  the  Nene  which  were  united  at  this  bridge  flowed  on  to 
Thorney,  and  that  the  combined  stream  was  ‘ ‘ navigable  past 
the  abbey  as  far  as  Thorney  but  he  gives  no  authority  for 
this  last  statement. 

An  object  so  absolutely  unique  as  the  Triangular  Bridge  has 
naturally  been  described  by  a great  number  of  writers, 
although  few  of  them  have  done  much  towards  elucidating  the 
mystery  of  its  erection.  In  the  Saturday  Magazine,  March, 
1836,  is  a supplement  giving  “Some  Account  of  Bridges.” 
In  it  we  read  : — 

As  might  be  supposed,  our  own  country  yields  to  none  in  the  world,  as 
regards  the  number,  magnitude,  beauty,  and  variety,  of  our  bridges ; and 
though  we  cannot  boast  of  possessing  any  Roman  work  of  this  kind,  yet 
we  have  one  more  ancient  than  any  in  Europe,  not  erected  by  that  people, 
and  which  is  unrivalled  for  its  singular  construction ; we  mean  that  at 
Croyland,  in  Lincolnshire.  This  is  supposed  to  have  been  built  about  the 
year  860 ; it  consists  of  three  semi-pointed  arches,  meeting  together  in  the 
centre,  the  abutments  standing  on  the  angles  of  an  equilateral  triangle. 
It  is  placed  at  the  junction  of  three  roads,  which  thus  terminate  at  the 
crown  of  the  bridge.  The  steep  ascents  are  made  into  steps,  paved  with 
small  stones  set  edgewise  ; at  the  foot  of  one  segment  there  is  the  ruined 
statue  of  some  Saxon  monarch,  by  some  supposed  to  be  Ethelbert. 

The  date  given  above  is  of  course  preposterous.  It  is  to  be 
observed  that  nothing  whatever  is  said  about  water  beneath  the 
bridge.  The  inference  seems  to  be,  especially  as  it  is  said  to 
be  placed  “at  the  junction  of  three  roads,”  that  there  was  no 
water  at  the  time  when  the  account  was  written.  But  in  an 
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engraving  given  with  the  article,  water,  apparently  still,  is 
shewn. 

A slightly  earlier  account  is  given  in  Lewis’s  Topographical 
Dictionary  of  England,  1831.  This  is  unsatisfactory,  and 
seems  in  the  description  to  make  no  sense,  for  it  is  hard  to 
understand  how  three  pointed  arches  can  diverge  from  one 
principal  arch.  Speaking  of  Crowland  the  writer  says  : — 

....  The  town,  which  is  accessible  only  by  artificial  roads,  consists 
of  four  principal  streets,  separated  by  water  courses,  and  communicating 
with  each  other  by  means  of  an  ancient  triangular  stone  bridge  of  singular 
construction,  erected  in  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  and  consisting  of  one 
principal  and  finely  groined  arch,  from  which  diverge  three  pointed  arches 
over  the  streams  Welland,  Nene,  and  Cattwater ; the  building  is  in  the 
Decorated  style  of  English  architecture,  on  one  side  of  which  is  a 
mutilated  figure  of  Ethelbald  in  a sitting  posture,  and  holding  a globe  in 
the  right  hand. 

Here  again,  though  not  so  ridiculous  as  in  the  previous 
extract,  the  date  given  is  certainly  much  too  early.  The  globe 
is  in  the  left  hand  of  the  figure,  not  the  right  hand. 

The  late  Eector,  the  Eev.  T.  H.  Le  Boeuf,  holds  that  the 
bridge  was  erected  for  three  purposes  : 

1.  To  mark  the  spot  from  whence  their  charters  fixed  their 
boundaries  ; 

2.  As  a Station  of  the  Cross  ; 

3.  For  the  union  of  the  processions  from  various  parts  of 
the  parish.  And  adds: — “ Undoubtedly  [?]  the  Bridge  was 
used  as  a Station  of  the  Gross,  to  which  solemn  processions 
wended  their  way  on  the  High  Festivals,  to  the  High  Cross 
on  the  apex,  which  Cross  would  be  removed  after  the 
Dissolution  of  the  Monastery  in  1539,  or  destroyed  by  Oliver 
Cromwell  in  1643.”  But  a single  Station  of  the  Cross, 
without  the  other  thirteen,  would  be  almost  as  unique  as  the 
bridge  itself. 

For  a recent  account  we  may  refer  to  Hissey’s  Over  Fen  and 
Wold,  1898.  He  tells  us  how  he  inspected  the  Triangular 
Bridge,  a thing  “positively  unique”;  and  he  mentions  the 
different  theories,  one  being  that  it  was  a “ mere  freak  of  the 
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monks  indulged  in  from  pure  eccentricity.”  He  supposes 
there  to  have  been  a small  stream  with  a Y junction.  “To 
cross  these  streams  where  they  both  meet  to  the  three  points 
of  dry  ground  would  entail  a triangular  bridge,  and  the  monks 
were  equal  to  the  occasion.” 

Although  the  first  mention  of  this  particular  form  occurs,  as 
has  been  already  stated,  in  A.D.  943,  while  previously 
documents  speak  only  of  the  bridge,  it  does  not  follow  that  the 
original  bridge  was  not  of  the  same  shape.  The  most 
scholarly  consideration  of  the  whole  question  is  that  of  the 
late  Canon  Moore,  given  in  his  paper  read  in  1855.  The  date 
of  the  present  structure  is  conclusively  established  by  various 
architectural  features  to  be  between  1360  and  1390.  From 
the  fact  that  John  of  Gaunt  greatly  interested  himself  in  the 
question  of  the  abbey  boundaries  in  1389,  and  caused  some  of 
the  boundary  crosses  which  had  fallen  to  be  re-erected,  it  is 
very  possible  that  he  may  have  been  instrumental  in  building 
this  bridge,  as  a “starting  point  by  which  the  position  of  the 
other  crosses  was  defined,”  and,  if  so,  we  may  safely  fix  the 
date  at  1390.  As  to  the  “triune  form  of  the  bridge,  though 
an  adaptation  almost  necessary  from  its  position,”  the  Canon 
says  that  it  “was  intended  probably  to  be  emblematic  of  the 
Holy  Trinity.”  With  this  conclusion  we  cordially  agree. 
The  triangular  form  for  a building,  through  very  unusual,  is 
not  unknown  elsewhere.  A house  of  Lord  Radnor’s,  at 
Longford,  is  of  this  shape.  So  is  the  Eleanor  Cross  at 
Geddington  ; so  is  the  Church  Tower  at  Maldon,  in  Essex. 
At  Goodrich,  in  Herefordshire,  is  a curious  house  built  to  a 
certain  extent  in  this  shape  known  as  the  “Tripod  House.” 
It  was  built  in  1636  by  Thomas  Swift  ; grandfather  of  Dean 
Jonathan  Swift.  It  has  three  wings,  “branching  out  from 
a common  central  block,  each  ending  in  a tall  and  picturesque 
gable  ” (Murray’s  Handhooh),  And  in  the  adjacent  county  of 
Northants.  there  exists  the  famous  Triangular  Lodge  at 
Rushton,  which  well  illustrates  our  subject,  for  it  is  a 
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veritable  sermon  in  stones.  The  building  was  erected  by 
Sir  Thomas  Tresham,  and  carries  the  date  1593.  His  name, 
and  the  trefoils  in  his  coat  of  arms,  kept  the  idea  of  “three” 
ever  before  him  : and  the  lodge  is  in  every  part  of  it  em- 
blematical of  the  Holy  Trinity.  Everything  is  in  threes. 
The  shapes  of  the  windows,  the  measurements,  the  numerous 
emblems,  the  mottoes  and  texts,  all  proclaim  the  doctrine  of 
the  Three  in  One. 

It  remains  only  to  notice  the  stone  figure  that  is  now  placed 
at  the  lower  end  of  one  of  the  parapets.  That  it  is  in  its 
original  position  is  of  course  absurd.  It  has  been  stated 
above  that  different  observers  have  given  different  names  to 
the  person  supposed  to  be  indicated,  as  Ethelbert,  or 
Ethelbald.  Besides  these  Henry  II.  is  suggested  by  Hunter, 
and  S.  Guthlac  by  Willis,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  speak 
of  it  as  Oliver  Cromwell.  Canon  Moore  gives  numerous 
arguments  to  justify  his  contention  that  it  is  a representation 
of  our  Blessed  Lord  in  glory,  and  that  it  has  been  lowered 
from  the  pediment  of  the  great  western  gable  of  the  abbey. 

When  once  fixed  in  position  on  the  bridge  it  is  unlikely  that 
it  would  ever  be  moved  from  one  side  to  the  other.  It  is  now, 
as  one  ascends,  on  the  right  hand  side.  But  in  the  engraving 
in  the  Saturday  Magazine,  and  in  Gough,  and  in  one  or  two 
other  instances,  it  is  figured  as  on  the  left  hand  side.  Is  this 
merely  a consequence  of  the  reversing  process  of  block- 
engraving, or  has  the  position  really  been  altered  ? 

Ed. 

1392— Leverington  Parish  Accounts  (1375). —The 

second  volume  of  these  papers  contains  a large  number  of 
receipts  for  rent,  assessments,  churchwardens’  receipts  and 
payments,  and  Plough  Monday  reckonings  : but  they  are  not 
arranged  in  strict  order,  and  the  series  is  not  complete.  Some, 
however,  of  those  not  in  this  volume  had  previously  been 
inserted  in  the  early  one.  The  dates  to  which  the  documents 
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of  the  above  various  kinds  have  reference,  appear  to  be  these : — 
1S29,  1535,  1540—1556,  1558—1566,  1570—1576,  1578— 
1582,  and  1599—1600. 


We  give  some  specimens  of  the  most  noteworthy  entries. 


1529  payd  to  Mi"  Rodston  for  consel  for  the  church  lends... 

payd  to  Sr  Nycolas  for  the  bybel  

payd  to  Mr  Harwe  for  consell 

1530  payd  for  scowryge  of  y®  candylstyks  & y®  senssers  At 

esterne  & at  crystemes (amount  torn) 

1634  p<i  to  Sir  Chrystofer  Wryght  for  y®  bederolle  of 

Thomas  AfEryng 

pfi  to  John  Aye  for  Holly  Roweds  lyght  (amount  tom) 
1636  p<i  on  to  Xpofor  Parys  prest  for  y®  obytt  of  Thomas 

Fryng  

1638  payd  to  George  Sor  mendyng  the  Lecternye  

1642  payd  to  Jhon  Barkam  at  Ellme  of  y®  fryday  after 

Corpus  creste  day  

payd  to  ye  play  of  Frampton  

[Law  expenses  this  year. 

payd  for  hower  aperans  at  Wesmynster  

„ for  wrytyng  of  Mayster  Dygbe  Complant  

„ to  Mayster  Hynd  for  ys  Cownsel  

„ to  Mayster  Hynds  Clark  for  wrytyng  A Copy... 

„ to  Mayster  Rychard  Godryk 

„ to  Mayster  Godryks  Clark  for  wrytyng  hower 

answer  

„ to  Thomas  Kendawl  for  makyn  answer  att  y® 

next  term  yf  ned  be 

„ for  a meyr  Jhon  Cater  Rood  on  

„ for  Jhon  Caters  expensys  

,,  for  Wylm  Degetts  exspensys 

„ to  Mayster  Hynd  for  wrytyng  

„ for  y®  wrytyng  y®  bylls  of  Complant  to  Mayster 

Godryks  Clark 

1644  pade  to  Raffe  Camerlyen  for  makyeng  the  Cannepe 
ofyer  the  sakerment  at  the  hyye  autour 

1646  for  or  charges  and  Robert  Adam  the  cunstable  when 

wee  ware  at  Elye  to  make  certyfyeathe  concernyge 
Chauntrees  

1647  pd  to  Sr  Jaffre  for  A quart  of  wyne  y^  he  gafEe  to  y® 

commysary  for  lokyn  of  y®  composycyon 

for  makyng  and  wrytynge  o^  Certyfyeathe  to  the 

commyssyoners  

payd  to  Mr  Saunders  for  a fother  ofiE  leade  

for  caryage  of  the  fother  of  leade  from  Elye  to  Well 

by  wayter 

for  the  caryage  of  the  fother  of  leade  from  Well  to 

Leverygton  

to  John  Brekemaker  for  xij  dayes  pullyng  do  wen  the 
Revestre  after  vij^  a day  

1648  pd  for  y®  prayer  y*  ys  redde  in  y®  prosason  tyme...... 

pd  to  y®  furbussher  for  dressynge  of  y®  townes 

harness 

pd  for  y®  stypyndare  prest  


iijs  iiijd 
vjs  viijd 
vjs  viijd 


iiijd 


iiijd 

ij'^ 


XX® 

ij" 

iijs  iiijd 
ijs  viijd 
iijs  iiijd 
viijd 
ijs  vjd 

ij" 


Xxd 

Xxd 

xiiijs 

xiiijs 

xxd 


ij*] 


ij® 


ix* 


iiijd 

iijs  iiijd 

iijii  xiijs  iiijd 

ij" 

ijs  iiijd 


vijs 

viijd 
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Many  of  the  entries  during  the  reigns  of  Edward  VI.  and 
Mary  relate  to  alterations  in  the  church  and  its  ornaments 
occasioned  by  the  religious  troubles  of  the  period.  These  will 
be  dealt  with  in  the  final  article  on  the  Leverington  Parish 
Books  which  will  appear  in  our  next  issue. 

1563  to  Nycholas  Gogney  For  a lok  For  the  chrystenyng  ijd 

the  Kewarde  to  the  players 

1568  1 Nov.  (Receipt  from  William  Akers  and  William 
Barrowe,  Cunstables,  for  £21)  for  the  Taske  to 
theyr  hyghnesses  grannted  at  the  last  parlyment. 

1660  Md  that  Thomas  Tego  have  p^i  to  y®  Custables  Th 

Johns  Roger  Deny  son  and  Henry  Walpoll  to  words 
y®  settyng  forth  of  sowgers  in  y®  yere  of  o^^  Lord 
God  thoswande  fyve  hundreth  & there  skore  And 

Soo  he  ys  qwyte  dyscharged  A genes  y®  town xxvj®  viijd 

pd  £Eor  a boke  off  the  homyles  bowght  Att  Ely  ffayre 

last  past  xviijd 

p^  to  Rycherd  Thorpe  for  mendyng  ye  plowghe iijd 

p<i  to  Thomas  Bovy  ffor  y®  dressyng  off  iij  Swords  & 

on  dagar  iiijd 

1661  Rec^^  for  £21,  29  Dec.  2 Eliz.  to  the  use  of  th  Queen 

“ for  the  fyrste  fyftene  & tenthes  ” granted  &c  in 
1 Eliz. 

p<i  ffor  A purse  ffor  y®  poremens  box v<i 

pd  ffor  naylls  ffor  y®  nayling  y®  sayd  purse  to  y® 

sayd  boxe iijd  qr 

1662  pd  to  Mr  Ryppes  clarke  ffor  the  makyn  off  A byll 

dorectted  to  my  lord  keper  off  y®  great  Seale 

consernyng  y®  suite  ft’or  or  ffen  xijd 

pd  to  A pore  man  ffor  y®  body  off  y®  hole  towne  ffor 

yt  be  gathered  ffor  ffyre  xijd 

pd  to  A pore  man  named  ffather  Stutts  att  y®  com- 

mandemente  off  Mr  Bryan  & other xxd 

1663  pd  ffor  wyne  ffor  communyon  table  iijd 

payd  to  John  Hawkyng  for  the  Craggyngthe  of  tows 

dyke  at  Murowe  Chappell viijd 

payd  for  the  kypynge  of  certayne  foules  thot  was 

geven  to  the  Duke  of  Norffolcke  to  James  Tomson  ijs 

payd  to  the  sayd  James  Tomson  for  ij  hondrethe  of 
cempes  that  they  had  to  fedd  y®  foules  by  the 

waye  as  [they]  went  xvjd 

payd  for  our  there  [three]  dyners  Wyllm  Burro  we 
Wyllm  Akers  James  Tomson  when  we  went  to 
carrye  the  foule  xijd 

1664  gyven  to  Certon  men  y®  xj  day  June  in  y®  yeare  of 

or  Lord  God  1664  when  they  where  her  to  showe 

the  bayne  of  thyre  ploye vi^  viijd 

payd  to  y®  players  of  Wysbyche  at  the  commandemet 

of  Mr  Bryan  w^^  other  of  y®  paryshe xxd 

pd  to  the  yonge  children  that  came  from  Wysbych 

and  to  the  schollemaster  ijs  iiijd 

1666  pd  to  y®  skollers  of  Wysbych  y®  last  playe  that  they 

where  her iijd  (?) 

pd  to  Sr  Thomas  prest  for  byndyng  of  y®  bybell j®  viijd 

pd  for  a calvet  slqrne  for  y®  same  by  bell  xijd 
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1666  payd  to  y®  parryter  for  the  boke  of  prayor  ageynste 

the  torke  [Turk  ?]  xijd 

payd  to  y®  players  of  Bollyngbooke  ij^ 

1670  payd  for  A communyon  booke  to  serve  in  ye  churche  ijs  iiijd 

pd  to  John  Gray  Balam  his  clarke  for  discharge  of 
or  Eecognysances  taken  of  us  uppon  y®  complaynte 
for  the  keepynge  of  A masse  booke  in  y®  Towne...  xij<i 


payde  & expendid  in  goinge  & comynge  to  & from 
the  vysytacon  or  generall  holden  at  Elye  laste  of 
the  twoo  churche  wayrdons  the  Curate  y®  twoo 
queste  men  & the  twoo  ferye  men  beinge  owte 
three  dayes  in  the  same  busynes  ye  hiere  of 


y®  same  water  men  & theire  boete  xviij®  j*! 

payd  for  puttynge  in  A traverse  into  y®  sessyons 
uppon  an  Indctamt  wherein  the  Townshippe  were 
f ownde  faultie  for  not  makynge  of  Alobrethe  calsey  ij® 

1671  payde  to  John  Teymer  then  dykeryve  for  wasynge 
the  parte  of  the  Fenbanke,  for  the  Towne  Landes 
the  wynter  paste  when  the  waters  were  so 
abundante  vj®  viijd 


Two  journeys  to  Cambridge  “for  the  townes  busynes  ” cost 
11s.  and  9s.  Among  the  items  are  charges  for  their  breakfast, 
their  supper  at  Willingham,  dinner  next  day,  hire  of  2 horses, 
meat  for  the  horses,  supper  and  beds  at  Willingham  on  their 
return,  meat  and  drink  for  the  ferryman,  dinner  on  Sunday  at 
Chatteris,  their  victuals  at  Murrow  at  night,  and  a draught 
roller  broken  in  the  same  journey : these  expenses  were 
incurred  on  the  first  visit.  The  second  time  they  paid  at 
Erith  for  bait  and  horses,  for  shoeing  a horse,  supper  at 
Cambridge,  horsemeat,  dinner,  payment  to  the  Register  and 
Attorney,  supper,  dinner  and  horsemeat  at  Chatteris  on  return, 
and  ferries  at  Chatteris  and  Guyhirn. 

1671  p<i  for  thexpencis  of  y®  ij  church  widens  & one  other 

of  y®  Townsmen  at  suche  tyme  as  wee  were 
commanded  to  appeare  afore  y®  queenes  ma^ 
commyssyoners  at  Elye  in  Januar  laste  concernynge 

concealed  church  goods  or  lande  &c 

The  Eeceipts  this  year  amount  to  £10.  8.  0 ; the 
expenses  to  £9.  16.  10. 

1672  a receipt  for  £21,  21  Oct.  1672,  for  money  paid  by 

Constables  of  Leverington  for  the  Queen’s  “ taske 
of  the  Same  towne.  ” 

[No  such  entry  among  the  payments : there  is  7s.  6d. 
paid  to  the  constable  for  the  Queen’s  tax  of  the 
town  lands,  at  1^  the  acre.] 
pd  to  goodman  Akers  for  that  he  had  expended  in  y® 
towne  busynes  at  London  ageynste  thinhabitants 
of  Parson  Drove 


ix®  V<i 


XXV® 


Leverington  Parish  Accounts.  gOl 

pd  to  Tho.  Greene  y®  clerke  for  breads  & wyne  for  y® 
holie  communyon  spente  in  vysitacon  to  goodwif 
Titrygton iijd 

1573  pd  for  breades  & wyne  for  y®  holye  communyon  at 
ij  severalle  tymes  in  lente  when  Chippinges  wief 

& Sir  John  his  wief  Eeceyved  the  same vjd 

on  Palmsonday  even  payd  for  a boke  of  y®  psalmes 

in  meeter  for  y®  parissche ij®  ijd 

on  Palmesondaye  pd  to  Rycde  Spencer  for  1®  di  [a 
hundred  and  a half]  of  breades  for  y®  holye  com- 
munyon ageinste  easter  at  vjd  the  hundreth  & ijd 

for  A boxe  to  put  the  same  in xjd 

pd  to  Rye  Romneye  the  plommer  w^h  thassente  of 
Mr  Bryan  & other  y®  headborowghes  for  xix^^  of 
sawder  occupied  abowte  y®  Rofe  of  y®  church  at 

viijd  y®  pounde xij*  viijd 

[an  acreshot  of  ^d  said  to  be  laid  “ for  charges  of  y® 
countrey  ”] 

pd  to  y®  . . . . dykeryves  for  an  acreshotte  of  ob.  Qdj 
thacre  for  y®  wholle  landes  of  y®  towne  levyed  for 

y®  newe  devyse  in  harrowynge  y®  Ryver  iijs  iiijd 

pd  to  Rye  Thorpe  for  mendynge  the  beare  ageinste 

Mr  Bryan  his  buryall  vjd 

for  vermynne  eod.  Anno 

Item  pd  to  dyvers  persons  whose  names  do  particlerlye 
appeare  for  xlvij  heades  of  Busherds  puttocks 
Rynge  taylls  weaselles  polcatts  and  other  noysome 
vermynne  expressed  in  the  statute  therof  made  at 

ijd  a peece  vij*  xd 

Item  lykewyse  payd  for  Ixiiij  crowes  heades  and 

other  noysome  fowles  at  ob.  a pece ijs  viijd 

Item  pd  then  for  Ixxv  myce  & ij  hedghoggs iijs  yd  ob. 

Sm  pecunie  expended  of  y®  sayd  vermynne xiij®  xjd  ob. 

1674  pd  to  Tho  Tygo  for  an  ocke  horde  to  sette  in  y® 
weste  wyndowe  of  y®  churche  where  y®  pyller  was 
broken  iiijd  & to  Rye  Thorpe  for  settynge  uppe  y® 
same  iiijd ^ijjd 

Memor“.  at  end  of  “Charge,”  apparently  of  1673,  records 
that  this  book  was  produced  & shewn  at  a suit  in  Chancery, 
24  June  1691. 

A loose  receipt,  dated  5th  June,  27  Eliz.,  has  this  : — 

1586  Receaved  of  Richard  Tego,  Thomas  Litster,  Mathew  Rannes,  & Robt 
Smyth,  Constables  of  Leverington  cum  membris  the  somme  of 
xxjti  li  for  their  fyftene  & tenth  granted  to  her  Ma^i®  att  the  last 
Session  of  Parliament  in  the  xxvijti  yeare  of  her  Raigne,  Dated 
this  fyfte  day  of  June  in  the  year  abovesaid 

This  is  the  true  copye  of  M^  Thomas  Adam  his  Aquitanc 

As  in  other  instances  this  sum  does  not  appear  in  the  year’s 
accounts. 

This  last  receipt  would  appear  to  shew  that  upon  his  taking 
possession  of  the  bishopric  each  Bishop,  under  the  name  of 
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recognition  money,”  claimed  a payment  from  each  of  the 
parishes  under  his  jurisdiction  : — 

1600  August  the  9 day  1600 

Md  Keceyvede  the  day  and  yeare  abovewritten  of  Thomas  Joones 
and  Peter  Wiglesworth  for  the  Towneshippe  of  Leverington  the 
Some  of  Syx  pounds  thirtene  shillings  and  fowre  pence  dewe  unto 
the  Lord  Bishoppe  of  Elye  for  his  recognition  mony  which  hath 
alwayes  usuallye  bene  payd  uppon  the  first  cominge  of  everye 
Byshoppe  to  the  Sea  of  Elye  I saye  vjli  xiijs  iiijd 

per  me  Simonem  Suckerman 

1393— Brief  for  Wainfleet  Church.— This  is  from  the 
collection  of  original  Church  Briefs  in  the  British  Museum, 
numbered  V.  2.  It  was  issued  4 June,  1824. 

George  the  Fourth,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  King,  Defender  of  the 
Faith.  To  all  and  singular  Archbishops,  Bishops,  Archdeacons, 
Deans,  and  their  Officials,  Parsons,  Vicars,  Curates,  and  all 
other  Spiritual  Persons,  and  to  all  Teachers  and  Preachers  of 
every  separate  Congregation,  and  also  to  all  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  Mayors,  Sheriffs,  Bailiffs,  Constables,  Churchwardens, 
Chapelwardens,  Headboroughs,  Collectors  for  the  Poor,  and 
their  Overseers  ; and  also  to  all  Officers  of  Cities,  Boroughs, 
and  Towns-Corporate ; and  to  all  other  Our  Officers,  Ministers, 
and  Subjects,  whomsoever  they  be,  as  well  within  Liberties  as 
without,  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come.  Greeting. 

Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  unto  Us,  as  well  upon  the 
humble  Petition  of  the  Minister,  Churchwardens,  and  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Parish  of  Wainfleet  All  Saints,  in  the  Parts  of 
Lindsey  in  Our  County  of  Lincoln,  as  by  Certificate  under  the 
hands  of  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Justices  of  the  Peace  for 
the  said  Parts  of  Lindsey,  assembled  at  their  General  Quarter 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  held  at  Spilsby,  in  and  for  the  said 
Parts,  on  the  second  Day  of  February  in  the  Fifth  Year  of  our 
Eeign : That,  the  Church  of  the  Parish  of  Wainfleet  All 
Saints  was  so  very  ancient  a Structure  that  the  date  of  its 
erection  cannot  be  ascertained  ; and  the  same  having,  from 
great  decay,  been  in  too  dangerous  a state,  during  several 
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years,  for  the  Parishioners  to  assemble  therein  for  Public 
Worship  of  Almighty  God,  notwithstanding  they  had  done 
every  thing  within  their  power  for  its  support  and  preservation  : 
It  became  necessary  to  take  down  and  rebuild  the  same,  which 
was  accordingly  done,  and  a new  Church  was  completed  in  the 
Second  Year  of  Our  Reign,  at  an  expence  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  Two  Thousand  Five  Hundred  and  Sixty-five  Pounds 
Eighteen  Shillings  and  Four  pence,  exclusive  of  the  old 
Materials.  That  Our  Letters  Patent,  authorizing  Collections 
for  the  erection  of  the  said  Church,  were  granted  to  the 
Inhabitants  in  the  Second  Year  of  Our  Reign,  and  Collections 
were  made  under  them  amounting  to  the  sum  of  One  Hundred 
and  Thirty-three  Pounds  One  Shilling  and  Eleven  pence  : in 
addition  to  which,  the  Inhabitants,  by  great  exertions  amongst 
themselves  joined  to  the  benevolent  assistance  of  other  Persons, 
raised  a further  sum  of  One  Thousand  Four  Hundred  and 
Forty-one  Pounds  Eighteen  Shillings  and  Four  pence ; but 
which  leaves  a deficiency  amounting  to  the  sum  of  Nine 
Hundred  and  Ninety  Pounds  Eighteen  Shillings  and  one 
penny,  requiring  now  to  be  raised.  That  the  truth  of  these 
circumstances  was  shewn,  on  Oath,  to  Our  Justices  of  the 
Peace  aforesaid,  on  the  Second  Day  of  February  in  the  Fifth 
Year  of  Our  Reign,  by  Robert  Brumby,  Churchwarden  of  the 
Parish  of  Wainfleet  All  Saints,  and  also  that  the  said  Parish 
is  small  and  being  heavily  burthened  with  Poor,  the  Inhabitants 
are  unable  to  raise  the  required  sum  amongst  themselves, 
either  by  Rate  or  otherwise  ; and  they  are  thereby  rendered 
incapable  of  discharging  the  above  Debt  without  the  further 
charitable  assistance  of  well  disposed  Christians.  They  have, 
therefore  humbly  besought  Us  to  grant  unto  them  Our  most 
gracious  Letters  Patent,  Licence,  and  Protection,  under  our 
Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain,  to  empower  them  to  ask,  collect, 
and  receive,  the  Alms,  Benevolence,  and  charitable  Con- 
tributions, of  all  Our  loving  Subjects,  from  House  to  House 
throughout  England,  Our  Town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  and 
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Our  Counties  of  Flint,  Denbigh,  and  Eadnor,  in  Wales,  to 
enable  them  to  pay  the  remainder  of  the  Debt  created  by  the 
rebuilding  of  their  said  Church. 

Unto  which  their  humble  Bequest  We  have  graciously  con- 
descended, not  doubting  but  that  when  these  Presents  shall  be 
known  by  Our  loving  Subjects,  they  will  readily  and  cheerfully 
contribute  their  Endeavours  for  accomplishing  the  same. 

Know  ye  therefore,  that,  of  Our  special  Grace  and  Favour, 
We  have  given  and  granted,  and  by  these  Our  Letters  Patent, 
under  our  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain,  We  do  give  and  grant 
unto  the  said  Petitioners  and  Inhabitants,  and  to  their  Deputy 
and  Deputies,  the  Bearer  and  Bearers  hereof,  authorized  as  is 
herein  after  directed.  Full  Power,  Licence,  and  Authority  to 
ask,  collect,  and  receive  the  Alms,  Benevolence,  and  charitable 
Contributions  of  all  Our  loving  Subjects,  within  all  and  every 
of  our  Counties,  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  priviledged  Places, 
Hamlets,  Cinque  Ports,  Districts,  Parishes,  and  all  other  Places 
whatsoever,  from  House  to  House,  throughout  England,  Our 
Town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  and  Our  Counties  of  Flint, 
Denbigh,  and  Eadnor,  in  Wales,  for  the  Purpose  aforesaid. 

And  therefore,  in  pursuance  of  the  Tenor  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  made  in  the  Fourth  Year  of  the  Eeign  of  the  late 
Queen  Anne,  intituled  An  Act  for  the  better  collecting  Charity 
Money  in  Briefs  by  Letters  Patent,  and  preventing  Abuses  in 
relation  to  such  Charities,  Our  Will  and  Pleasure  is,  and  We 
do  hereby,  for  the  better  advancement  of  These  our  pious 
Intentions,  require  and  command  all  Ministers,  Teachers,  and 
Preachers,  Churchwardens  and  Chapelwardens,  and  the 
Collectors  of  this  Brief  and  all  others  concerned,  that  they  and 
every  of  them  observe  the  Directions  in  the  said  Act  contained, 
and  do  in  all  Things  conform  themselves  thereunto  ; and  that 
when  the  printed  Copies  of  these  Presents  shall  be  tendered 
unto  you  the  respective  Ministers  and  Curates,  Churchwardens 
and  Chapelwardens,  and  to  the  respective  Teachers  and 
Preachers  of  every  separate  Congregation,  and  to  any  Person 
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who  teaches  or  preaches  in  any  Meeting  of  the  People  called 
Quakers,  that  you,  and  every  of  you,  under  the  Penalties  to 
be  inflicted  by  the  said  Act,  do  receive  the  same : And  you 
the  respective  Ministers  and  Curates,  Teachers  and  Preachers, 
and  Persons  called  Quakers,  are  by  all  persuasive  Motives  and 
Arguments  earnestly  to  exhort  your  respective  Congregations 
and  Assemblies  to  a liberal  Contribution  of  their  Charity,  for 
the  good  Intent  and  Purpose  aforesaid.  And  you  the  Church- 
wardens and  Chapelwardens,  together  with  the  Ministers,  or 
some  other  substantial  Inhabitants  of  the  several  Parishes  and 
Chapelries,  and  all  other  Places  whatsoever,  through  England, 
Our  Town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  and  our  Counties  of  Flint, 
Denbigh,  and  Eadnor,  in  Wales,  are  hereby  required  to  go 
from  House  to  House  in  the  Week  Days  next  following  the 
publication  of  these  Presents,  to  ask  and  receive  of  and  from 
the  Parishioners  and  Inhabitants,  and  all  other  Persons,  their 
Christian  and  charitable  Contributions ; and  to  take  the  Names 
in  Writing  of  such  as  shall  contribute  thereunto,  and  the  Sum 
and  Sums  by  them  respectively  given,  and  indorse  the  whole 
Sums  upon  the  said  printed  Briefs  in  Words  at  length,  and 
subscribe  the  same  with  your  own  proper  Hands,  together 
with  the  Name  of  the  Parish  and  Place,  where,  and  the  Time 
when  collected,  and  to  enter  the  same  in  the  Public  Books  of 
Account  kept  for  each  Parish  and  Chapelry  respectively  ; and 
the  Sum  and  Sums  collected  together  with  the  printed  Briefs 
so  indorsed,  you  are  to  deliver  to  the  Deputies  and  Agents 
authorized  to  receive  the  same.  And  We  do,  by  these  Presents, 
nominate,  constitute,  and  appoint  the  Eight  Eeverend  Father 
in  God  George  Lord  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  Our  beloved  and 
faithful  Thomas  Coltman,  Esquire  ; Eobert  Cholmeley,  Joseph 
Walls,  Edward  Booth,  Clerks  ; Eobert  Brumby,  Thomas 
Atkinson,  George  Book,  John  Walker,  Simon  William  Wilcox, 
John  Stevenson  Salt,  Gentlemen  ; and  the  Minister  and 
Churchwardens  for  the  time  being,  Trustees  and  Eeceivers  of 
the  Charity  to  be  collected  by  virtue  of  these  Presents,  with 
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Power  to  them,  or  any  Three  or  more  of  them,  to  give  Deputa- 
tions to  such  Collectors  as  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Petitioners 
or  the  major  part  of  them ; And  the  said  Trustees,  or  any 
three  or  more  of  them,  are  to  make  and  sign  all  necessary 
Orders  for  the  due  and  regular  Collection  of  this  Brief  and 
advancement  of  the  said  Charity,  and  to  see  that  the  Money, 
when  collected,  be  applied  according  to  the  true  Intent  and 
Meaning  of  these  Presents.  And  lastly.  Our  Will  and  Pleasure 
is,  that  no  Person  or  Persons  shall  receive  the  said  printed 
Briefs,  or  Monies  collected  thereon,  but  such  only  as  shall  be 
so  deputed,  and  made  the  Bearer  and  Bearers  of  these 
Presents  and  Duplicates  hereof.  In  Witness  whereof  We 
have  caused  these  Our  Letters  to  be  made  Patent,  and  to 
continue  in  force  for  one  whole  Year,  from  Michaelmas  Day 
next,  and  no  longer. 

Witness  Ourself  at  Westminster,  the  Fourth  Day  of  June, 
in  the  Fifth  Year  of  Our  Eeign. 

Humphrys. 

1394.— Sutton  in  Holland. — The  old  parish  of  Sutton 
S.  Mary’s,  alias  Sutton  in  Holland,  now  split  up  into  two 
urban  districts  and  two  rural  parishes,  lies  just  west  of  the 
Eoman  Bank  in  the  extreme  east  corner  of  Lincolnshire,  where 
it  abuts  on  The  Wash,  and  has  gained  many  an  acre  on  vast 
drifts  of  sand  which  have  changed  the  former  shore. 
Sutton  was  a “levy  town,”  liable,  that  is,  to  a levy  towards 
the  charge  of  upholding  sea-banks.  There  were  three  manors 
within  the  old  parish,  a common  of  2500  acres,  and  a common 
fen  of  700  acres,  known  as  Sutton  S.  Edmund’s  Common. 

Of  the  three  manors,  Sutton  Holland,  Guanock,  and 
Cranwell,  the  first  (also  known  as  Sutton  Feodary)  was 
within  the  honor  of  Bolingbroke,  and  so  part  of  the  Duchy  of 
Lancaster  ; it  extended  up  to  the  Shire-drain  which  forms  the 
boundary  between  Lincolnshire  and  the  Isle  of  Ely,  which  was 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Bishop  of  that  See,  who  claimed, 
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on  behalf  of  his  tenants  at  Tydd  S.  Mary’s,  rights  of  common 
in  Sutton. 

The  tenants  of  the  Duchy  vented  their  grievances  as  early  as 
A.D.  1423.  Their  petition,  being  a good  specimen  of  early 
fifteenth  century  English,  is  worth  reproducing.* 

To  owre  Worshipfull  and  graciouse  lord  Erie  of  Suffolk  Steward  of  the 
Duchie  of  Lancastre  in  the  North  partes  of  Englond. 

Besechys  mekely  the  pore  tenauntry  of  the  Duchie  of  Lancastre  of  the 
towne  of  Sutton  in  the  Counte  of  Lincoln  to  consider  the  grete  grevaunce 
and  myschief  that  thei  stonde  in  as  it  apperes  in  a Cedule  here  to  annexit 
and  for  the  said  tenaunts  and  lordschip  there  provei  for  remedie  en 
salvacion  of  the  said  lordschip  and  tenaunts  whiche  stonde  in  way  of  utter 
destrucion  without  youre  grace  and  succoure  for  the  luf  of  God  and  in  way 
of  charyte. 

ffirst  howe  the  pore  tenaunts  of  the  duchie  of  Lancastre  of  the  toune 
of  Sutton  in  the  Counte  of  Lincoln  be  grevyd  and  chargyd  with  the  ferme 
of  V wyndmylles  sumtyme  longvng  to  the  maner  of  Sutton  a forsaid  the 
whiche  milles  be  falne  downe  and  wastyd  longe  and  many  yeres  passyd  the 
whiche  were  latyn  to  ferme  at  that  tyme  for  xxli  the  whiche  xx^i  hirnes 
opon  the  bonde  londe  so  that  every  acr  yere  of  es  chargyd  with  jd  ob  over 
the  rent  of  olde  tyme  arentyd. 

Also  when  the  lord  of  Lancastre  was  dwelling  in  the  said  maner  of 
Sutton  then  sum  of  the  tenaunts  of  the  said  maner  used  to  mowe  and  to 
shere  the  lords  comes  and  gyrse  certen  days  the  whiche  er  callyd  Werkys 
and  beendays  and  after  the  said  maner  was  latyn  to  certein  persones 
tenaunts  of  the  said  maner  for  vi^x  & xjii  the  whiche  hirnes  opon  the  bond 
lond  of  the  said  maner  over  the  rent  and  charge  aforesaid  and  not  with- 
stondyng  that  the  said  tenaunts  of  the  bond  londe  er  thus  chargyd  with 
this  vixx  & xjii  & yt  thei  er  chargyd  to  pay  the  same  beendays  and  werkys 
as  thei  dyd  whan  ths  lorde  was  dwellyng  in  the  said  maner.f 

Also  if  any  tenaunt  that  holdes  any  londe  after  custome  of  the  maner 
surrendre  in  to  the  lordes  honde  any  londe  be  cause  that  it  es  of  so  grete 
rent  & yt  the  lordes  officers  coillors  of  the  said  maner  be  chargyd  at  thaire 
accompt  of  the  same  rent  that  was  wonte  to  be  take  of  the  said  londe 
before  surrendre  made  in  to  the  lords  hande. 

Also  if  any  tenaunt  erthe  or  ploght  an  acre  of  bonde  londe  holdyn 
after  the  custome  of  the  maner  he  schall  pay  for  the  acre  viij'^  and  for 
harrowyng  ijd  and  this  is  callyd  ploghsilvr  the  whiche  is  a grevouse  charge 
to  the  tenaunts  a forsaid. 

Also  the  tenaunts  of  the  said  maner  notifie  to  youre  gracious  lordschip 
that  the  most  parte  of  this  londe  is  charged  with  the  grete  habondance  of 
water  that  has  falne  in  the  said  partes  is  suroundyd  and  drownde  so  that 
it  may  nother  be  tillyd  ner  sawe  and  also  for  the  grete  pestilence^  that 
reignes  in  the  said  towne  of  Sutton  the  pepul  is  fled  and  flees  dayly  out  of 
the  said  towne  so  that  with  oute  it  like  to  youre  gracious  lordschip  to 
tender  thes  myschiefs  a fore  rehersyd  the  tenaunts  afore  said  maynot 
abyde  in  the  said  lorschip  bot  if  then  be  utterly  destruyd  and  undone. 

Also  please  it  yowe  to  consider  howe  that  on  John  ffordham§  late 
bisshop  of  Ely  arrayned  an  assise  of  novel  disseisin  ayenst  John  Baldwar 

* The  original  is  in  the  Duchy  Eolls,  Miseell.  vii.  7. 

t John  of  Gaunt  had  a residence  on  the  Duchy  manor.  The  site  is  now  known  as 
Hall  Acres.  The  amount  above  charged  is  £131 ; six  score  and  eleven  pounds. 

t Pestilence  in  1423, 

$ Bishop  of  Ely.  A.D.  1388-1425. 
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Sc  Simon  Baldwar  and  other  tenaunts  of  the  said  Duchie  of  the  maner  of 
Sutton  in  the  counte  of  Lincoln  into  the  nombre  of  clx  persons  of  divers 
tenements  within  Wysbeche  in  the  Counte  of  Cambridge  which  tenements 
in  dede  bene  in  the  Counte  of  Lincoln  perteynyng  to  the  maner  of  Sutton 
and  processe  of  the  said  assize  was  prively  takyn  ayenst  the  said  tenaunts 
by  defaut  and  so  passid  ayenst  them  And  sen  thai  have  sued  writtes  of 
errour  and  oder  processe  that  is  to  say  from  the  first  yere  of  oure  Sovereigne 
lorde  that  now  is  untill  this  tyme  whiche  have  cost  hem  c marc  and  more 
with  Oder  labours  of  the  said  tenaunts  for  whiche  thei  stonde  bounde  by 
obligacon  to  diverse  men  to  them  importable  in  so  myche  thai  be  not  of 
power  to  susteigne  the  said  costes  and  paie  there  rent  and  service  of  ther 
londe  whiche  thei  holde  of  the  seid  Duchie  in  no  wyse  with  oute  youre 
grace  Sc  succoure  in  this  parte  and  there  opon  to  graunte  and  relesse  unto 
youre  seid  povere  tenaunts  the  sume  of  c marc  or  as  myche  as  it  pleases  to 
youre  discrecion  to  allowe  hem  of  ther  rent  of  the  last  yere  and  a warraunt 
of  discharge  to  youre  auditours  and  to  youre  resceyvors  considering  worthy 
lorde  but  hE  thei  be  not  relevyd  of  the  seid  sume  thei  must  nede  for  poverte 
lefe  and  departe  fro  ther  tenancies. 

Also  please  it  yowe  to  consider  howe  the  dereigne  and  issues  of  ffresh 
waters  to  the  See  of  certen  townes  liggyng  abowve  the  saide  towne  of 
Sutton  that  is  to  say,  Quaplode  Holbeche,  fflete  and  Gedney  er  not 
sufficiantly  repareld  as  yem  oght  to  be  and  of  olde  tyme  have  bene  where 
throgh  at  evry  creteyn  and  haboundance  of  water  the  said  toune  of  Sutton 
is  suroundyd  and  specially  the  maner  Sc  the  demene  londes  of  the  said 
lordschip  so  far  forth  at  this  tyme  men  may  rowe  in  a bote  in  ccc  acres  of 
londe  for  the  whiche  the  tenants  er  chargyd  for  evry  acre  yerely  sum  xxx^ 
sum  iijs.  sum  ii^  to  thare  destruccion  withoute  youre  graciuse  help  and 
succoure. 

L.G. 

This  subject  will  be  continued  in  later  numbers. 


1395.— Ramsey  Abbey.— The  notices  of  Ramsey  Abbey 
in  the  Ghrmiicon  Anglice  Petribtirgense,  and  in  the  Chronicon 
Petroburgense,  are  few  and  meagre.  Seeing  that  the  monasteries 
were  such  near  neighbours  one  would  have  expected  many 
more  references.  Those  that  we  do  find  are  little  more  than 
dates,  of  deaths  and  appointments  of  abbots,  and  the  like : 
though  why  some  only  of  these  are  recorded  does  not  appear. 
The  former  of  these  chronicles  extends  to  the  year  1368. 
These  notices  occur  in  it. 

A.D.  972.  S.  Oswald,  Bishop  of  Worcester,  appointed 
Archbishop  of  York.  He  founded  Ramsey  monastery,  with 
the  help  of  Aylwyn,  Duke  of  Mercia  (auxilio  fultus  Duds 
Merdcs  Aldewini). 

A.D.  991.  Ramsey  monastery  dedicated  by  its  founder 
Oswald. 


Eamsby  Abbey, 
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A.D.  992.  Athelwin,  Duke  of  the  Mercians,  died  and  was 
buried  at  Ramsey. 

A.D.  1092.  Adwinus  made  Abbot  of  Ramsey. 

A.D.  1094.  Herbert  Losinga  “bought”  the  bishopric  of 
Thetford,  as  he  had  previously  bought  the  abbacy  of  Ramsey  ; 
and  his  successor  at  Ramsey  was  his  own  father.  This  made 
occasion  for  the  following  satirical  epigram  ; — 

Surgit  in  ecclesia  monstrum,  genitore  Losinga. 

Filius  est  prassul,  pater  abbas  ; Simon  uterque. 

Repenting  of  the  way  in  which  he  had  obtained  the  see,  he 
j^esigned  his  simoniacal  staff  (baculum  simoniacum)  to  the 
Pope,  who  returned  it.  He  transferred  the  see  to  Norwich, 
and  there  founded  a priory.  [It  is  said  that  for  his  appoint- 
ment to  Thetford  he  paid  to  William  Rufus  no  less  than 
£1900.] 

A.D.  1102.  Archbishop  Anselm  deposed  several  abbots, 
either  for  simony  or  some  other  “infamy  of  life,”  amongst 
these  was  the  Abbot  of  Ramsey. 

A.D.  1108.  Aldwinus,  Abbot  of  Ramsey,  was  deposed. 

A.D.  1142.  Geoffrey  de  Mandeville  [called  also  de  Magna- 
ville]  drove  out  the  monks  and  took  the  monastery  of  Ramsey, 
and  converted  it  into  a fort : as  a punishment  for  which  it  was 
believed  that  blood  bubbled  forth  from  the  walls  of  the  cloister. 

A.D.  1206.  Abbot  Robert  resigned. 

A.D.  1214.  Among  sixteen  bishopries  and  abbeys  vacant 
and  in  the  King’s  hands,  was  the  abbey  of  Ramsey. 

A.D.  1215.  The  King  having  made  his  submission  to  the 
Pope’s  Legate,  Nicolas,  Bishop  of  Tusculum,  the  latter  made 
several  ecclesiastical  appointments,  one  being  that  of  Richard, 
Abbot  of  Selby,  to  Ramsey. 

A.D.  1218.  Sylvester,  Bishop  of  Worcester,  had  solemnly 
dedicated  his  cathedral  on  7 June,  1218  ; and  on  the  same  day 
had  transferred  the  body  of  his  predecessor,  S.  Wulstan,  to  a 


Yol.  VII. 
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new  shrine  ; but  very  shortly  afterwards  fell  ill,  and  died  at 
Eamsey  [16  July].  His  body  was  taken  to  Worcester  for 
burial. 

A.D.  1254.  Three  Fenland  abbots  died  this  year : Thomas 
de  Welle,  of  Crowland  ; David,  of  Thorney  ; and  William, 
of  Eamsey. 

The  second  of  the  above-named  chronicles  begins  in  1122, 
and  reaches  only  to  the  year  1291.  For  about  the  first  100 
years,  occupying  about  one-eighth  of  the  whole,  the  entries, 
mostly  very  brief,  have  reference  to  the  public  affairs  of  the 
kingdom.  But  onwards,  to  the  end,  we  find  very  circum- 
stantial accounts  of  the  properties,  law-suits,  disputes,  and 
various  other  litigations,  in  which  Peterborough  monastery 
was  involved.  With  one  single  exception  the  Eamsey  notices 
simply  give  the  dates  of  the  abbots. 

A.D.  1161.  Walter  died. 

A.D.  1201.  Eudo  died. 

A.D.  1202.  Eobert  of  Eeading  appointed. 

A.D.  1206.  Eobert  of  Eeading  deposed. 

A.D.  1254.  Eanulph  died,  and  was  succeeded  by  William 
de  Hocolt. 

A.D.  1278.  Hugo  de  Sulegrave  died,  and  was  succeeded 
by  William  de  Gomcestria. 

The  single  exception  to  this  bare  record  is  an  elaborate 
account  of  a dispute  with  Eamsey,  which  ended  in  a victory 
for  Peterborough,  whose  abbot  “succeeded  in  putting  down  a 
market  at  Barnwell,  which  was  endeavoured  to  be  established 
by  the  abbot  of  Eamsey  in  derogation  of  the  abbot  of  Peter- 
borough’s market  at  Oundle.”*  This  was  in  A.D.  1279. 
Instead  of  the  market  at  Barnwell  so  forbidden,  the  abbot  of 
Eamsey  was  to  be  allowed  to  have  one  on  Monday  or  Tuesday 
at  Aylington,  that  is,  Elton  in  Huntingdonshire,  where  Eamsey 
abbey  had  property,  including  the  rectory  of  the  church. 


Bruce’s  Introduction. 
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1 396. --NoPWOod  of  Wykeham. — There  is  a pedigree  of 
the  family  of  Norwood  of  Wykeham  in  Spalding  parish  in  the 
December  part  of  Miscellanea  Genealogica  et  Heraldica,  to 
which  some  of  our  Lincolnshire  readers  may  like  to  be 
referred.  It  extends  from  about  1500  or  a little  earlier  to 
1682,  and  includes  five  generations.  One  of  the  names  in  it 
is  very  well  known  in  the  Fenland,  Kobert  Earn,  Minister  of 
Spalding,  who  was  much  ill-treated  at  the  fighting  at  Crowland 
in  June,  1643.  (See  Artt.  126,  761.)  He  only  lived  four 
years  after  this.  He  had  married  Anne,  one  of  fourteen 
children  of  Tyringham  Norwood,  of  Astwood  Bury,  and 
afterwards  of  Wykeham  Manor. 

1 397. —  Northamptonshire  Yeomanry.  — Peterborough 
District ; 1794. — Two  broadsides  have  been  sent  to  us  of  this 
date  relating  to  the  original  enrolment  of  the  Northamptonshire 
Yeornanry.  Two  other  broadsides  have  been  placed  at  our 
disposal,  one  describing  the  first  meeting  on  the  subject  at 
Northampton  on  10  April,  1794,  referred  to  at  the  beginning 
of  the  former  of  the  papers  here  printed,  and  the  other  giving 
at  full  the  Articles  of  Enrolment.  But  those  refer  rather 
to  the  County  than  to  the  Peterborough  District.  The 
subscriptions  announced  at  the  Northampton  Meeting,  in 
pursuance  of  a Eesolution  ‘ ‘ That  a subscription  be  opened  to 
defray  the  Expence  of  carrying  into  Effect  such  Measures  as 
shall  have  received  the  Sanction  of  Parliament ; shall  be  judged 
most  likely  to  increase  the  Internal  Defence  and  Security  of 
this  Kingdom  ; and  may,  at  the  same  Time,  be  best  adapted  to 
the  Inland  Situation  of  this  County,”  from  39  subscribers, 
amounted  to  £4071.  3s.  Od. 

It  may  be  noticed  that  on  the  first  Enrolment  List  given 
there  are  44  names.  But  for  some  reason  or  other  10  of  these 
withdrew  before  the  next  List  was  issued,  and  their  names  do 
not  appear  among  the  Persons  who  had  “finally  enrolled 
themselves  as  Volunteers.”  [Several  clerical  errors  occurring 
in  the  broadsides  are  reproduced.] 
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The  ANGEL  Inn  in  PETERBOROUGH 
the  26th  day  of  April,  1794. 


At  a meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Peterborough  and  the 
Neighbourhood  thereof,  for  taking  into  Consideration,  the 
Resolutions  entered  into  at  the  County  Meeting  held  at  Northampton 
the  tenth  day  of  April  Instant. 

The  Right  Honourable  Earl  Fitzwilliam  in  the  Chair. 
RESOLVED,  That  Mr.  Wm.  Bowker  be  Secretary  to  this  Meeting. 

An  ENROLMENT  for  the  Corps  resolved  on  at  the  said  County 
Meeting  was  agreed  to  by  the  Gentlemen  and  Yeomanry  named  in 
the  Enrolment  List  hereunder  written. 

A SUBSCRIPTION  was  also  entered  into  (as  hereunder)  towards 
the  Fund  for  defraying  the  Expences  of  such  Corps,  to  be  at  the 
disposal  of  the  General  Committee  for  the  County. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Magistrates  for  the  Liberty  of  the  Soke  of 
Peterborough  be  a Committee  for  carrying  the  purposes  of  the  Enrol- 
ment and  Subscription  into  execution,  and  that  they  be  requested  to 
meet  each  Saturday  at  this  House  for  those  Purposes. 

RESOLVED,  that  Robert  Henson  Esq  ; The  Rev.  Mr.  Freeman, 
Mr.  Wright  Thomas  Squire  and  Mr,  Henry  Cole  be  requested  to 
attend  (on  the  part  of  this  meeting)  at  the  General  Meeting  of  the 
County  to  be  held  at  Northampton  the  Third  of  May  next. 

ORDERED,  That  the  Enrolment  and  Subscription  Agreements 
be  left  at  the  Shop  of  Mr.  Horden  Bookseller,  for  the  Signatures  of 
such  Persons  as  choose  to  enter  their  Names  therein.  And 

That  the  Proceedings  of  this  Meeting  be  inserted  in  the  Northamp- 
ton Mercury  and  Stamford  Mercury. 

WENTWORTH  FITZWILLIAM, 

Chairman. 

ENROLMENT  LIST. 


Wentworth  Fitzwilliam, 
Robert  Henson, 

Wright  Thomas  Squire, 
John  Whiting  Draper, 
Henry  Cole, 

Francis  Hopkinson, 
William  Bailey  jun. 
John  Thomas  Yokes. 
Jeremiah  Gilbert,  jun. 
John  Clarke 
William  Waldgrave, 
William  Rawlings, 
Thomas  Bate, 

William  Parkinson, 
John  Bellars 


George  Hart, 
Robert  Webster 
George  Mann, 

John  Chamberlin, 
John  Tebbut, 

John  Smith, 

Joseph  Laxton, 
William  Aveling, 
Samuel  Storr, 
Vincent  Bellars, 
Daniel  Webster, 
John  Bellars, 

Luke  Clarke, 
William  Gibson, 
John  Spolding, 

SUBSCRIPTION 


John  Young, 

Thomas  Mewbum. 

John  Jackson  Serocold, 
Samuel  Stevens, 

William  Bowker, 

John  Miller, 

Edward  Baker, 

Richard  Boor, 

John  Boor, 

John  Lowe. 

William  Cole, 

Feast  Goodman, 

Thomas  Bains, 

William  Wright, 

LIST. 


£.  s.  d. 

Charles  Burton  Phillipson,  - 21  o o 
William  Strong,  - - - 10  10  o 

Henry  Freeman,  - - -55° 

Robert  Henson,  - - - 20  o o 

Wentworth  Fitzwilliam,  - - 500  o o 

Wright  Thomas  Squire,  - - 21  o o 

John  Weddred,  - - -550 


s.  d. 


Christopher  Hodgson,  - -550 

Benjamin  Bull,  - ■ -55° 

John  Bevis,  - - - -550 

Captain  Blake,  - - - 20  o o 

Samuel  Hopkinson,  - - “33° 

Thomas  Goodman,  - - - 10  o o 

John  Cox,  - - - - 20  o o 
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N orthamptonshire  Y eomanry , 

PETERBOROUGH  DISTRICT. 


The  following  Persons  have  finally  enrolled  themselves  as  Volunteers 
to  serve  in  this  Corps,  viz- 


I "^HE  Right  Honourable  William 
X Wentworth  Earl  Fitzwilliam, 

3 Robert  Henson,  of  Bainton. 

3 Wright  Thomas  Squire,  Peterborough. 

4 John  Whiting  Draper, 

5 Henry  Cole, 

6 John  Thomas  Voices, 

7 John  Tayler, 


8 John  Jackson  Serocold 

9 Francis  Hopkinson 

10  Feast  Goodman, 

11  William  Squire, 

12  Samuel  Stevens, 

13  Samuel  Storr, 

14  James  Blades, 

15  Thomas  Baines, 

16  John  Miller, 

17  Jeremiah  Gilbert  jim; 

18  Edward  Lloyd, 

19  Thomas  Berridge, 

20  William  Bailey  jun; 

21  John  Spolding, 

22  William  Bowker, 

23  James  Rose, 

24  Thomas  Mewburn,  of  Standground, 

Hunts; 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Glinton. 
Peterborough, 
Ditto 
Ditto 


25  Henry  Hitchcock, 

26  James  Bowker, 

27  Joseph  Laxton, 

28  John  Chamberlin, 

Bainton. 

Walton, 

Marham. 

Etton. 

39  William  Rawlings, 

Upton. 

30  Thomas  Callow, 

Castor. 

£.  s. 

Amount  of  Subscription 
before  published. 

651  18 

SUBSCRIBERS  since, 

Mr.  William Platel,  - 
Mr.  Anthony  Marshall, 
Mr.  William  Leigh  Symes, 

Mr.  William  Squire,  - 
John  Fish  Palmer,  M.  D.  - 
Mr.  Thomas  Golding, 

Mr,  Nathaniel  Hudson,  - 
Mr.  William  Hopkinson,  - 
Mr.  William  Smith, 

Mr.  William  Smith  Attorney  at 
Law, 

Rev.  the  Dean  and  Chapter  ) 
of  Peterborogh,  - - f 

Mr.  William  Rose,  • 

Mr.  Samuel  Bowker, 


- 21  o 

- S 5 

- 50  o 

- 21  o 

- 10  10 

- 5 5 

- S 5 

- 10  o 

- 10  10 


5 5 0 


31  Henry  Serjeant, 

32  William  Aveling, 

33  John  Whitwell, 

34  William  Waldgrave, 

35  John  Tebbut, 

36  John  Smith, 

37  Vincent  Bellars 

38  Samuel  Clarke, 

39  William  Parkinson, 

40  Daniel  Webster, 

4T  William  Bellars, 

42  William  Sweeby, 

43  William  Wright, 

44  Thomas  Cox, 

45  Thomas  Bate, 

46  Robert  W^ebster. 

47  Thomas  Bellars, 

48  Robert  Hurst, 

49  John  Bellars, 

5«  William  Gillson, 

51  John  Mann, 

52  Richard  Weston, 

53  Joseph  Sutton, 

54  William  Salman, 

55  John  Sharman 


Castor. 

Marham. 

Peterborough. 

Castor. 

Upton. 

Etton. 

Maxey. 

Helpstone. 

Norhborough. 

Nunton. 

Norhborough. 

Helpstone, 

Upton. 

Maxey. 

Castor. 

Maxey. 

Woodcraft. 

Peterborough. 

Maxey, 

Ditto 

Marham. 

Peterborough. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Brought  over 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Rose, 

M.  Robert  Miller,  - 

Mr.  George  Miller  - . - 

Mr.  Edward  Laxton, 

Mr.  Charles  Moore,  - 
Mr.  Charles  Banister, 

M.r  Sprignall  Brown, 

Mr.  Joseph  Sutton,  - - - 

Mr.  Timothy  Hodson, 

Mr*  Peter  Smith,  . - - 

Rt.  Rev.  the  Bishop  of  Peter- 
borough. 

Mr.  John  Bull,  - - - - 

Mr.  Edward  Hare  - - - 

Mr.  Thomas  Bothamley,  - 
The  Tenants  of  Lord  Eardley’s  ) 
Estate  in  Borough  Fen,  S 
Mr.  John  Goodman  Maxwell,  - 


s.  d. 
822  4 o 

I I o 

550 
330 
5 5 0 

10  o o 

1 I o 

550 

550 

550 

550 

40  o o 

5 5 0 

20  o o 

2 2 0 

30  O O 
10  10  O 


Carried  forward  £,  . 822  4 o 


£ . 976  16  o 


N.B.  The  General  Committee  for  the  County  having  requested 
that  one-fourth  Part  of  the  Subscription- Money  may  be  paid  to  the 
Treasurers,  on  or  before  the  30th  of  May  Instant,  all  such  Sums  as 
shall  be  so  paid  to  Mr.  Bowker  the  Secretary  for  this  District,  will 
be  remitted  by  him  to  the  Treasurers. 

WILLIAM  BOWKER,  Secretary, 


Peterborough  ; Printed  by  J,  Jacob. 
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1398.— Sir  John  Maynard’s  “Picklock.” — A very  rare 
little  pamphlet  of  16  pp.  has  some  strong  arguments  against 
the  drainage  of  the  Fens  in  the  17th  century,  and  much 
uncomplimentary  language  upon  the  Undertakers.  The  title 
page  is  this  ; — “The  Picklock  of  the  Old  Fenne  Project ; or, 
Heads  of  Sir  John  Maynard  his  several!  Speeches,  Taken  in 
Short-Hand,  at  the  Committee  for  Lincolnshire  Fens,  in  the 
Exchequer  Chamber.  Consisting  of  Matter  of  Fact.  Matter 
of  Law.  Presidents.  Quaeres  and  Answers.  London,  Printed 
by  J.  B.  1650.”  A written  note  on  the  copy  in  the  British 
Museum  has  the  date  Feb : 22,  1649. 

The  speech  is  addressed  to  “Mr.  Goodwin.”  The  speaker 
refers  to  three  letters  in  which  “the  King  varies.”  In  the 
first  “are  couched  all  the  fallacies  of  the  Undertakers,  and 
the  foundation  of  the  project”:  they  persuaded  the  King  to 
appoint  a tax  of  a mark  the  acre.  The  second  letter  ‘ ‘ recom- 
mends ” to  the  Undertakers,  the  Earl  of  Lindsey,  Sir  Eobert 
Killagrew,  and  Sir  William  Killagrew,  by  way  of  Mandamus. 
In  the  third  letter  the  King  says  “We  have  made  choice  of 
him  to  be  the  Undertaker,”  meaning  the  Earl  of  Lindsey. 

The  Commissioners  began  legally,  for  they  impannel’d  a Jury  of  the 
Neighbourhood,  of  twenty-five,  who  found  that  the  Levell  was  not  hurt- 
fully  surrounded.  [Some  shares  were  sold]  but  Sir  WilHam  Killagrem 
would  not  be  advised,  but  built  a faire  House  on  another  folks  Lands,  and 
fortified  it,  and  furnished  it  with  men.  Ammunition  and  Artillery. 

Muskets,  Horsemen,  and  Pistols,  in  a Warlike  manner,  and  entertained 
French  and  Dutch. 

Yet  the  Country  would  never  yeeld  possession,  but  alwaies  opposed 
Sir  William,  and  the  rest  of  the  Undertakers,  the  Countrymen  were  Pur- 
suivanted,  imprisoned  by  Councell-Table- Warrants ; some  we  heare  were 
wounded  and  affrighted  with  Mastiffe-Dogs. 

Many  men  were  utterly  undone  and  wearied  out,  and  forced  to  sub- 
scribe and  enter  into  Bonds. 

Assoone  as  the  Courtiers  saw  the  Commissioners  joyned  with  the 
Countrey,  they  procured  worthy  Patriots  to  be  put  out  of  Commission,  and 
Courtiers,  Servants  to  the  Undertakers,  and  many  of  themselves  were 
Judges  and  Parties ; After  the  Jury  found  the  Levell  not  hurtfuUy  sur- 
rounded, they  were  laid  aside. 

And  the  Commissioners,  many  being  Undertakers  (and  consequently 
Judges  and  Parties)  got  upon  Boston  Steeple,  and  adjudged  all  they  saw 
was  hurtfully  surrounded.  They  might  as  well  have  got  upon  Pauls 
Steeple,  and  adjudged  all  the  rich  Meadows  and  Marshes  on  both  sides  the 
Thames  to  be  hurtfully  surrounded,  when  they  are  over-flowne  by  Land- 
floods. 
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After  discussing  the  Law  in  its  aspect  towards  his  subject, 
Sir  John  gets  to  his  “Presidents,”  i.c,.  Precedents.  And 
these  passages  occur  : — 

In  the  first  of  King  James  the  same  project  was  set  on  foot  and  a 
Petition  was  delivered  unto  his  Majestie  as  though  it  had  proceeded  from 
the  Countrey,  just  such  a Petition  as  Sir  William  Killagrew  procured  by 
two  Alehouse  keepers  : . . . . Sir  Miles  Sandes  had  many  friends  at 

Court,  and  the  King  was  prepossessed  it  was  a glorious  work,  and  for  the 
Publique  good,  and  the  King  was  made  believe  the  Isle  of  My,  and  the 
South  side  the  River  Qramt  was  hurtfully  surrounded ; but  when  the  King 
was  hunting,  the  Lord  Garret  of  Chippenham,  Sir  John  Cotton  of  Chenely,  Sir 
John  Payton  of  Iselham,  and  Sir  Thomas  Gee  acquainted  the  King  with  all 
the  cheats  of  the  Undertakers,  that  they  being  Judges  and  Parties  had 
made  many  thousand  Acres,  that  were  never  drowned,  and  the  most  part 
of  the  Land  which  was  the  better  by  overflowing  in  the  nature  of  River 
Meadows,  to  be  Land  hurtfully  surrounded.  , 

That  they  dreyned  and  meliorated  a little  hurtfully  surrounded  Lands 
of  their  own,  and  pejorated  ten  times  as  much  Lands,  which  were  never 
hurtfully  drowned  before,  and  that  which  was  not  gross  and  palpable,  they 
must  not  onely  have  a third  part  of  that  Land  so  pejorated,  but  a third  of 
such  Lands  as  never  were  drowned,  for  melioration : When  the  King  was 
fully  instructed  he  injoynd  secrecy,  and  went  up  to  the  Parliament  and 
discovered  all  the  Undertakers  fallacies,  and  concluded  wittily. 

It  is  just  the  same  case,  my  Lords,  as  though  a pack  of  theeves  should 
give  me  200001.  to  give  them  a Patent  under  my  Broad  Seal  to  rob  my  Loyall 
Subjects  of  2000001,  by  the  which  I should  perjure  my  self,  and  become  a 
Thief  and  Tyrant : Thereupon  the  Parliament  flung  it  out  for  a base 

cheating  Monopoly ; some  of  Sir  Miles  Sandes  friends  moved  he  might 
have  satisfaction  for  the  vast  sum  he  had  expended ; Sir  Edward  Cook 
answered.  Let  those  pay  him  that  set  him  a work,  and  further  added,  that 
it  was  fit  Sir  Miles  should  give  compensation  to  the  oppressed  Country,  for 
trying  experiments  against  the  Owners  consent. 

Then  follow  the  Queries  and  Answers  : the  latter  are  justified 
at  length.  The  Queries  were  these : — 

1.  Why  did  not  the  Countrey  pay  the  Tax  of  a Mark  the  Acre  ? 

2.  Whether  is  not  dreyning  good  for  the  Common  wealth  ? 

3.  Whether  drayning  Land  hurtfully  surrounded,  is  good  for  the 
Common-wealth  ? 

4.  Whether  is  this  Levell  of  the  Earle  of  Lindsey  hurtfully  sur- 
rounded ? 

6.  Why  hath  not  the  Countrey  drained  themselves  all  this  while, 
will  they  be  like  the  Dog  in  the  Manger,  neither  do  them  selves  good,  nor 
suffer  others  to  help  them  ? 

6.  But  had  not  the  Earle  of  Lindsey  the  Major  part  of  the  Lords, 
Owners,  and  Commoners  consents,  his  Lordship  had  a Petition  signed 
with  many  hands. 

7.  Would  it  not  be  a brave  improvement  to  have  Rape  and  Cole-seed, 
Hemp,  Flax,  and  likewise  Come  ? 

8.  Is  it  not  pitty,  when  Sir  William  Killagrew  having  done  so  much 
good  by  his  drayning,  and  hath  spent  30000Z.  but  that  the  Oountrey  should 
re-imburse  his  moneys,  there  is  all  the  conscience  and  reason  in  the  world 
for  this? 

9.  Whether  are  the  old  Draynes  or  the  new,  most  usefull  for  dreyning  ? 
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The  full  replies  are  very  curious.  We  can  only  find  room 
for  No.  7. 

Atwv.  They  calculate  and  reckon  vdthout  their  Host,  that  the 
Customes  will  amount  to  100001.  Is.  8d.  ob.  per  annum. 

This  is  A la  Mountebanco  or  Sharlatmi  like : Our  Fens  as  they  are, 
produce  great  store  of  Wooll  and  Lambe,  and  large  Fat  Mutton,  besides 
infinite  quantities  of  Butter  and  Cheese,  and  also  breed  great  store  of 
Cattell,  and  are  stockt  with  Horses,  Mares,  and  Colts,  and  we  send  fat 
Beefe  to  the  Markets,  which  affords  Hides  and  Tallow,  and  for  Come,  the 
Fodder  we  mow  off  the  Fens  in  summer,  feeds  our  Cattell  in  the  winter : 
By  which  meanes  wee  gather  such  quantities  of  Dung,  that  it  inriches  our 
upland,  and  Corne-ground,  which  are  contiguous  halfe  in  halfe.  Besides, 
our  Fennes  relieves  our  neighbours,  the  Uplanders,  in  a dry  summer,  and 
many  adjacent  Counties : thousands  of  Cattell  besides  our  owne  are  pre- 
served, which  otherwise  would  perish.  So  take  away  a third  of  our  Fens, 
you  extinguish  our  Eents  in  our  Commoning  Houses,  and  our  Pastures, 
and  Corne-ground,  proportionably ; besides  thousands  of  Cottagers  which 
have  no  right  of  commoning,  must  go  a begging,  which  the  Owners 
connive  at,  because  they  cannot  prevent  it,  being  so  numerous.  So  that 
Eape,  Cole-seed,  and  Hemp,  is  a Dutch  Commodity,  and  but  trash  and 
trumpery,  and  pils  Land  in  respect  of  the  afore  recited  Commodities, 
which  are  the  Care  of  the  Common-wealth. 

Some  of  the  expressions  used  would  be  thought  ill-mannered 
in  modern  controversy.  But  here  it  is  considered  proper  to 
speak  of  the  Undertakers  as  impudent,  formidable  “Monsters 
to  the  country,  bribers,  imposters,”  and  as  being  “the  onely 
Impeders  and  partition  walls  betwixt  King  and  People.” 

Ed. 

1399— Church  Inscriptions  in  the  Hundred  of  Elloe 

(1380.)— 

IV.  Holbeach. 

On  a stone  on  the  north  wall  of  the  Church  is  the  following 
inscription ; — 

Elizabeth  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Wood, 
died  August  1823, 
aged  68  years. 

In  the  hope  of  a joyful  Eesurrection  to  eternal  life  through  the  mercy  of 
Grod  and  the  merits  of  his  redemption. 

On  another  stone  near  the  above  : — 

Thomas  Wood 

Son  of  Thos  and  Eliz^ii  Wood, 
of  Holbeach  Marsh, 
died  Novf  1812  aged  19  years. 

His  affectionate  parents  erected 
this  tablet,  to  the  memory 
of  a dutifid  son. 
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On  the  north  wall : — 

In  memory  of 
William  Willders 
Who  died  Nov^  1806, 

Aged  LVII  years. 

Ann,  Kelict  of  the  above 
died  March  29*^1  1820. 
in  her  LXIII®  year. 

Near  the  last  on  a brass  plate  : — 

In  loving  memory  of 
William  Willders, 

Who  died  February  1848,  aged  61  years. 

Also  of 
Ann  Willders 
Relict  of  *the  above 
who  died  27^^^  February  1872, 
aged  84  years. 

On  a marble  tablet : — 

Sacred 

to  the  memory  of 
Thomas  AylifE,  Gent, 
who  departed  this  life  June  21st  1847 
aged  67  years. 

Also  of 

Susanna,  Widow  of  the  above, 
who  departed  this  life  April  9tii  1868, 
aged  76  years. 

Near  the  above  : — 

Sacred 

to  the  memory  of 
Joseph  Barker,  Gent, 
who  departed  this  life  March  1st,  1837, 
aged  76  years. 

Also  of 

Elizabeth  wife  of  the  above 
who  died  April  1811. 
aged  31  years. 

Two  children 

Harriet  and  Mary  died  infants. 

Near  the  last: — 

To  the  memory  of 
Richard  Fawssett, 

Surgeon, 

who  died  April  8ti^,  1811 
aged  71. 

Also  of 

Mary  Fawssett 
his  wife, 

who  died  February  24ti^  1819, 
aged  76. 

Eichard  Fawssett  is  often  mentioned  in  the  old  Vestry 
minute  books  and  records  of  Farmer’s  Free  School,  towards 
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the  end  of  the  eighteenth  and  beginning  of  the  nineteenth 
centuries.  He  signed  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  held  on  14th 
November,  1783,  when  the  Eev.  Eobert  Hood  was  appointed 
master.  He  was  present  at  a meeting  of  the  Vestry  in  1805, 
when  it  was  thought  the  Eev.  Eobert  Hood  had  been  negligent 
of  his  duty  in  contending  that  it  was  a Grammar  School,  and 
refusing  to  teach  gratis  anything  but  the  Latin  and  Greek 
languages.  At  that  time  Eichard  Fawssett  was  the  only 
resident  and  acting  Feoffee  of  the  School. 

Near  the  last : — 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of 
William  Bingham 
Obit  August  1824, 
aged  69  years 
Also  Mary, 

relict  of  the  above  and  fourth 
daughter  of  Francis  & Eliz^ii  Holliday 
Obit  March  18^^,  1860,  aged  83  years. 

William  Bingham  was  a Churchwarden  in  1820. 


On  the  floor  of  the  North  aisle  : — 


Mrs  Mary  Bennett,  Wife  of 
Mr  John  S.  Bennett, 
died  Feby  1776,  aged  71  years. 
Richard  Bennett  Fawssett 
Died  Deer  3rd  1778.  Aged  6 years. 


Near  the  last  stone  : — 

Here  lyeth  the  body  of 
John  Harris  who  departed  this 
life  the  IS^ii  day  of  November 
Anno  dom  1711. 

In  the  46  year  of  his  age. 

In  a list  of  landowners  in  Holbeach,  in  1699,  his  name 
appears  as  owning  six  acres.  In  the  parish  register  is  an  entry 
that  Anne  Harris,  daughter  of  John  Harris,  gentleman,  and 
Sarah,  his  wife,  was  baptized  on  the  19*^  January,  1698. 


On  a stone  almost  obliterated  on  the  floor  near  the  North 


door  : — 


Radulphus  Pierson,  arm : 
died  March  21,  1711 
Aged  66 

Susanna  his  wife 
died  Feb.  13,  1713. 
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His  will  (given  in  full  in  Art.  1175)  states,  “and  my  desire 
is  that  I may  be  buried  in  the  cbancell  of  Holbeacb  Church 
where  I hope  my  dear  wife  and  the  rest  of  my  family  will 
also  lye.” 

At  the  West  end  of  the  North  aisle  : — 

Here  lieth  the  body 
of  Martha  the  wife 
of  John  Bennett,  Clerk, 
who  departed  this  life 
the  19  of  July,  Anno 
Dorn  1731,  Aged  64. 

Here  also 

lieth  the  body  of  Lucius 
Henry,  Son  of  Richd  Disney, 

Gent,  and  Spinckes  his  Wife 
who  died  17  day  of  October 
Anno  Dom  1727 
Near  this  stone  lieth  ye  body 
of  John  Spinckes  Bennett 
who  departed  this  life  March 
the  31st  1766.  Aged  63  years. 

Near  the  last 

Sarah^  Callow 
died  lltt  Febry  1738 
Aged  49. 

There  is  also  a stone,  nearly  defaced,  which  records  the  death 
of  Henry  Callow  on  the  23''^  February,  1724.  This  family  had 
resided  in  the  town  for  a great  many  years.  In  1341  Eichard 
Callow  was  a collector  of  the  subsidy  at  this  town  when  the 
Church  of  Holbeacb  was  taxed  at  £120.  In  Stukeley’s  church- 
wardens’ accounts  ‘ ‘ A booke  of  the  stuffe  in  the  chyrche  of 
Holbeche  sowld  by  chyrchewardyns  of  the  same  according  to 
the  injunctyons  of  the  Kynges  Magyste  ” in  1647,  the  name 
appears  several  times. 

“ To  W.  Calow,  the  elder,  the  tabernacle  of  Nicholas  and 
Jamys  vi®  viij'^. 

To  Wm  Caiow  the  younger,  all  the  apostyls  coats  and  other 
raggs  viij®  iiij^.” 

Henry  Callow  held  in  1699  eight  acres  of  customary  land  in 
Holbeacb. 
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Under  the  tower  : — 

In  memory  of 
Mr  Bartholomew  Northon 
Mercer 

who  died  April  27,  1763 
aged  42 

Also  one  child  in  its  infancy. 

On  the  floor  of  the  south  aisle  : — 

Here 

lieth  the  remains  of  the 
Eevd  John  Northon 
Curate  of  Gedney 
upwards  of  40  years 
during  which  time  his  conduct 
was  such  as  to  deserve  the  marked 
esteem  of  his  parishioners. 

He  died  on  the  2d  April  1814 
aged  LXVIII 

Lamented  by  all  his  friends  and  acquaintances. 

The  name  of  Northon  is  often  found  in  old  deeds  and 
documents  relating  to  Holbeach  and  the  district.  Captain 
Edward  Northon  was  a Churchwarden  in  1771.  He  took  an 
interest  in  the  Church  as  the  following  inscriptions  on  the  bells 
will  shew. 

On  the  !•'  bell 

God  save  our  Church,  the  bells  in  this  steeple, 

Likewise  all  the  subscribing  good  people. 

Capt'  Edward  Northon,  James  Benson,  Curate,  John  Watson,  W“ 
Stukeley,  John  Key,  Esqs,  Samuel  C Tyrer,  Ed  Jarvis,  Ch  : wardens,  1770 

On  the  7'"^  bell 

Eecast  and  made  new  by  the  contribution  of  Ja*  Benson,  Curate, 
Stukeley,  Edw^  Northon,  Jon  Watson  and  sev^.  others. 

Edmd  Jarvis,  Churchwarden  1770. 

Edward  Northon  was  a Feoffee  of  the  Free  School  of 
Holbeach.  A road  at  the  west  end  of  the  town  is  still  called 
Northon’s  Lane. 

There  is  a tablet  in  memory  of  Edward  Northon  in  the  South 
aisle.  The  inscription  is  almost  defaced.  He  died  April  23’''^, 
1797,  aged  60  years. 


1 400.— Fly-leaf  Inscription. — From  their  school  days 
most  men  are  familiar  with  jingling  rhymes  inserted  in  books 
denouncing  those  that  misappropriate  them,  and  threatening 
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vengeance  upon  them  if  discovered.  Sentiments  of  the  kind 

were  not  limited  to  boys ; and  many  instances  have  been 

published  of  verses  inserted  in  their  books  by  owners  of  good 

libraries,  some  even  extending  to  execrations.  We  do  not 

remember  to  have  seen  the  following  example  in  print.  It  is 

found  written  in  a copy  of  Euclid,  1557,  that  was  in  the 

Gentlemen’s  Library  at  Peterborough. 

Quisquis  hunc  furto  rapiet  libellmn 
Atque  viscosis  manibus  reservet 
Ut  petat  tetras  sti^is  is  paludes 
Christe  precanmr. 

Bather  a stronger  imprecation  than  even  the  theft  of  a book 
would  seem  to  warrant. 

1401— Sale  of  Thorney  Abbey  Land.—Mr.  Stephen 
Gregory  has  forwarded  for  inspection  a deed  of  Henry  VIII., 
dated  1540,  with  permission  to  extract  from  it  any  portions 
likely  to  interest  our  readers.  The  document  is  very  lengthy, 
and  a part  only  has  any  bearing  upon  the  Fenland.  It  is  in 
very  good  condition,  except  that  the  great  seal  has  been  taken 
off  leaving  only  the  silken  cords,  and  is  a very  fine  specimen 
of  caligraphy.  The  initial  H is  very  elaborate,  and  is  over 
six  inches  in  length  ; it  has  the  King  on  his  throne,  crowned, 
with  orb  and  sceptre,  and  over  the  head  vivat  eex.  Above 
each  word  in  the  first  line  is  a sketch  with  much  flourishing : 
we  find  the  Garter  with  motto,  a Lion  with  a flag,  a Fleur-de- 
lys,  a Portcullis,  and  the  three  feathers  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  with  ich  dien. 

The  deed  is  a conveyance  of  three  separate  properties, 
which  were  sold  to  Thomas  Wrothe,  of  Enfield,  co.  Midd., 
Esquire,  for  the  sum  of  £292  3s.  4d. ; and  there  were  also 
rents  reserved  in  the  three  cases  of  10s.  8d.,  15s.  2d.,  and 
6s.  8d.  The  three  properties  were : — (1)  The  Manor  of  Bey- 
mondehall,  in  Cheshunt  and  Wormeby,  co.  Herts.,  belonging 
to  the  Monastery  or  Hospital  of  S.  Mary,  without  Bishopsgate  ; 
(2)  a Messuage,  &c.,  in  Enfield,  co.  Midd.,  belonging  to 
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Thorney  Abbey ; and  (3)  Lands,  &c. , called  Brekenokys  in 
Cheshunt,  co.  Herts.,  belonging  to  the  Monastery  (or  Nunnery) 
of  the  Minories,  in  London. 

We  give  here  as  much  of  the  conveyance  as  relates  to  the 
Thorney  property.  The  blanks  in  the  following  transcript 
refer  to  the  Cheshunt  properties. 

Henbicus  Octavus  Dei  gracta  Anglie  et  Feancie  Rex  Fidei 
DEFENSOR  DoMiNUS  hibemie  et  in  terra  Supremum  Caput  Anglicane 
ecclesie  Omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  litere  pervenerint  salutem  Sciatis 
quod  nos  pro  summa  ducentarum  nonaginta  duarum  librarum  trium 
solidorum  et  quatuor  denariorum  legalis  monete  Anglie  ad  manus  The- 
saurarij  Curie  augmentacionum  revercionum  Corone  nostre  per  Dilectum 
nobis  Thomam  Wrothe  de  Enfeld  in  Comitatu  nostro  Middlesexensi 
Armigerum  ad  usum  nostrum  soluta  de  gracia  nostra  speciali  ac  ex  certa 
scientia  et  mero  motu  nostris  dedimus  et  concessimus  ac  per  presentes 

damns  et  concedimus  eidem  Thome  Wrothe 

Et  ulteeius  damns  et  pro  consideracione  predicta  per  presentes  con- 
cedimus prefato  Thome  Wrothe  totum  illud  capitale  mesuagium  sive 
tenementum  nostrum  cum  pertinentijs  in  Enfeld  in  dicto  Comitatu  nostro 
Middlesexensi  nuper  Monasterio  de  Thorney  in  Comitatu  nostro  Cante- 
brigiensi  modo  dissoluto  dudum  spectans  et  pertinens  et  omnia  domos 
edificia  terras  prata  pascua  pasturas  communias  et  heredimenta  nostra 
quecumque  cum  pertinentijs  in  Enfeld  predicta  eidem  capitali  mesuagio 
sive  tenemento  in  Enfeld  predicta  quoquo  modo  spectantia  vel  pertinentia 
aut  cum  eodem  capitali  mesuagio  sive  tenemento  dimissa  usitata  vel 
occupata  ac  omnes  et  omnimodos  boscos  et  subboscos  de  et  super  premissis 
crescentes  et  existentes  necnon  reversionem  redditum  et  annualia  proficua 
eorumdem  capitalis  mesuagij  terrarum  pratorum  pasturarum  et  ceterorum 
premissorum  et  cujuslibet  inde  parcelle  adeo  plene  et  integre  ac  in  tarn 
amplis  modo  et  forma  prout  ultimus  Abbas  dicti  nuper  Monasterij  de 
Thorney  aut  aliquis  predecessorum  suorum  Abbatum  ejusdem  nuper 
Monasterij  in  jure  nuper  Monasterij  illius  aliquo  tempore  ante  dissolu- 
cionem  ejusdem  nuper  Monasterij  vel  antequam  nuper  Monasterium  illud 
ad  manus  nostras  devenit  dictum  capitale  mesuagium  terras  prata  pasturas 
communias  boscos  et  cetera  premissa  in  Enfeld  predicta  habuerunt 
tenuerunt  vel  gavisi  fuerunt  habuit  tenuit  vel  gavisus  fuit  seu  habere 
tenere  vel  gaudere  debuerunt  aut  debuit  Et  adeo  plene  et  integre 
ac  in  tarn  amplis  modo  et  forma  prout  ea  omnia  et  singula  ad 
manus  nostras  racione  vel  pretextu  dissolucionis  dicti  nuper 
Monasterij  de  Thorney  aut  racione  vel  pretextu  alicujus  carte 
doni  concessionis  seu  confirmacionis  per  nuper  Abbatem  et  nuper  Con- 
ventum  dicti  nuper  Monasterij  de  Thorney  sub  sigillo  suo  conventuali 
nobis  confecte  vel  aliter  quocumque  modo  devenerunt  seu  devenire 
debuerunt  et  in  manibus  nostris  jam  existunt  seu  existere  debent  vel 

deberent Tenendum  de  nobis  heredibus  et  successoribus 

nostris  in  capite  per  servicium  decime  partis  unius  feodi  Militis  Ac 

REDDENDUM  annuatim  nobis  heredibus  et  successoribus 

pro  predicto  mesuagio  terris  tenementis  et  ceteris  premissis  in  Enfeld 

predicta  quindecim  solidos  et  duos  denarios ad  Curiam 

nostram  augmentacionum  revercionum  Corone  nostre  ad  Festum  sancti 
Michaelis  Archangeli  singulis  Annis  solvendum  pro  omnibus  redditibus 
servicijs  et  demandis  quibuscumque  pro  premissis  seu  aliquo  premissorum 
nobis  heredibus  vel  successoribus  nostris  quoquo  modo  reddendum  solven- 
dum vel  faciendum  Et  ulteeius  de  uberiori  gracia  nostra  volumus  ac 
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pro  nobis  heredibus  et  successoribus  nostris  per  presentes  concedimns 
prefato  Thome  Wrothe  heredibus  et  assignatis  suis  quod  nos  heredes  et 
successores  nostri  imperpetuum  et  de  tempore  in  tempus  acquietabimas 
exonerabimus  et  indempnes  conservabimus  eundem  Thomam  Wrothe 
heredes  et  assignatos  suos  versus  nos  heredes  et  successores  nostros  et 
quascumque  alias  personas  de  omnibus  et  omnimodis  redditibus  feodis 
annuatibus  et  denariorum  summis  quibuscumque  de  Manerio  predicto  et 
ceteris  premissis  seu  de  eorum  aliquo  vel  de  aliqua  eorundem  parcella 
quoquo  modo  exeuntibus  seu  solvendis  ut  superinde  oneratis  seu  onerandis 
preterquam  de  redditu  et  servicio  superius  per  presentes  reservatis  Volentes 
enim  et  firmiter  injungendo  precipientes  tarn  Cancellario  et  consilio  dicte 
Curie  nostre  augmentacionum  revercionum  Corone  nostre  pro  tempore 
existentibus  quam  quibuscumque  Keceptoribus  Auditoribus  et  alijs 
Ofl3.ciarijs  et  Ministris  nostris  quibuscumque  quod  ipsi  et  eorum  quilibet 
super  solam  demonstracionem  harum  literarum  nostrarum  patentium 
absque  aliquo  brevi  seu  Warranto  a nobis  heredibus  vel  successoribus 
nostris  quoquo  modo  impetrandum  seu  prosequendum  super  solucione  dicti 
annui  redditus  decern  solidorum  et  octo  denariorum  et  dicti  annui  redditus 
quindecira  solidorum  et  duorum  denariorum  et  dicti  annui  redditus  sex 
solidorum  et  octo  denariorum  plenam  integram  debitamque  allocacionem 
defalcacionem  deduccionem  et  exoneracionem  manifestam  de  omnibus  et 
omnimodis  hujusmodi  redditibus  feodis  annuatibus  de  Manerio  predicte  et 
ceteris  premissis  ut  prefertur  exeuntibus  seu  solvendis  vel  super  eisdem 
oneratis  seu  onerandis  prefato  Thome  Wrothe  heredibus  et  assignatis  suis 
de  tempore  in  tempus  facient  et  fieri  causabunt  Et  he  litere  nostre 
paten tes  erunt  annuatim  et  de  tempore  in  tempus  tarn  dictis  Cancellario  et 
Consilio  nostro  dicte  Curie  augmentacionum  revercionum  Corone  nostre 
pro  tempore  existentibus  quam  quibuscumque  Keceptoribus  Auditoribus  et 
alijs  Ofificiarijs  et  Ministris  nostris  sufficiens  Warrantum  et  exoneracio  in 
hac  parte  Et  ulteeius  de  uberiori  gracia  damns  et  per  presentes 
concedimus  prefato  Thome  Wrothe  omnia  exitus  redditus  revenciones  et 
proficua  prediotorum  Manerij  mesuagij  terrarum  tenementorum  et  cete- 
rorum  omnium  et  singulorum  premissorum  superius  expressorum  et 
specificatorum  cum  pertinencijs  a Festo  sancti  Michaelis  ultimo  preterito 
hucusque  proveniencia  sive  crescencia  habendum  eidem  Thome  ex  dono 
nostro  absque  compoto  seu  aliquo  alio  proinde  nobis  heredibus  vel  suc- 
cessoribus nostris  quoquo  modo  reddendo  solvendo  vel  faciendo  Volumus 
eciam  et  per  presentes  concedimus  eidem  Thome  Wrothe  quod  habeat  et 
habebit  has  literas  nostras  patentes  sub  magno  sigillo  nostro  Anglie  debito 
modo  factas  et  sigillatas  absque  fine  seu  feodo  magno  vel  parvo  in 
hanaperio  nostro  seu  alibi  ad  usum  nostrum  proinde  nobis  heredibus  vel 
successoribus  nostris  quoquo  modo  reddendo  solvendo  seu  faciendo  Eo 
QUOD  expressa  mencio  de  vero  valore  annuo  aut  de  aliquo  alio  valore  vel 
certitudine  premissorum  sive  eorum  alicujus  aut  de  alijs  donis  sive  con- 
cessionibus  per  nos  vel  per  aliquem  progenitorum  nostrorum  prefato  Thome 
Wrothe  ante  hec  tempora  factis  in  presentibus  minime  facta  existit  Aut 
aliquo  statute  aotu  ordinacione  provisione  sive  restriccione  inde  in  con- 
trarium  facta  edita  ordinata  sive  provisa  Aut  aliqua  alia  re  causa  vel 
matteria  quacumque  in  aliquo  non  obstante  IN  CUJUS  rei  testimonium 
has  literas  nostras  fieri  fecimus  patentes  Teste  me  ipso  apud  West- 
monasterium  vicesimo  octavo  die  Maij  Anno  regni  nostri  tricesimo  secundo 

Olyver 

per  breve  de  private  sigillo  et  de  data  predicta  auctoritate  parliamenti 
Between  the  cords  that  once  held  the  great  seal  is  written 
“Irro^,”  signifying  that  the  deed  had  been  duly  enrolled.  At 
the  foot  is  a note  which  looks  like  (followed  by  an 


324 


Fenland  Notes  and  Quebies. 


immense  flourish)  Capper  exa(minavi)t.  ” At  the  back  is 
“Irrotulata  coram  Thoma  Mildemaye  Auditore  domini  Regis.” 
The  document  has  been  in  the  possession  of  some  one  who 
was  interested  only  in  the  lands  belonging  to  Thorney  ; for 
there  is  an  endorsement  of  the  eighteenth  century,  worn  and 
in  parts  illegible,  in  which  there  is  no  reference  at  all  to  the 


Cheshunt  lands.  As  well  as  can  be  made  out  the  endorsement 
is  to  this  effect : — “ xxiiij  Maij  1771.  H,  8 a grant  to  Thomas 

Wrothe inter  alia  of  a Capitall  messuage  or  tenement 

to  the  monastery  of  Thorny  in  the  County  of  Cam- 
bridge late with  all  lands  meadows  feedings  comons 


& hereditaments  to  y®  same  belonging  under  the  rent  of 
xv“  if.” 

The  Thorney  Abbey  property  thus  sold  to  Wrothe  was : — 
A capital  messuage  or  tenement  with  its  appurtenances  in 
Enfield,  co.  Midd.,  including  all  houses,  buildings,  fields, 
meadows,  pastures,  commons,  and  hereditaments  belonging  to 
it,  together  with  all  woods  and  underwoods,  and  all  rents  and 
annual  profits  of  the  same,  as  enjoyed  by  the  last  Abbot  of 
Thorney  and  his  predecessors. 

1402.— Boston  Stump. — The  extract  here  given  is  from 
The  Standard  of  10  Feb.,  1909.  The  occasion  ought  to  be  one 
of  special  interest  to  all  inhabitants  of  the  Fenland  ; and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  celebrations  contemplated  will  be  attended 
with  conspicuous  success. 

The  Sexcentenary  op  Boston  Stump.— To  the  Mayor  of  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  in  the  United  States,  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  which  he 
describes  as  “ the  small  town  in  remembrance  of  which  your  own  city  is 
named,”  has  addressed  a letter  inviting:  six  representatives  to  cross  the 
Atlantic  to  participate  in  the  sexcentenary  of  the  parish  church,  known 
far  and  wide  as  Boston  Stump.  This  church  is  of  exceptional  size  and 
remarkable  for  the  beauty  of  its  tower.  It  was  erected  when  the  town 
was  at  the  zenith  of  its  prosperity  as  the  port  from  which  wool  used  to  be 
shipped  to  the  Netherlands  for  manufacture  into  cloth,  and  it  was  the 
scene  of  a wave  of  reliofious  enthusiasm  at  the  time  of  the  preaching  of  the 
Friars.  The  celebrations  will  be  of  a municipal  as  well  as  a religious 
character,  and  will  take  place  on  June  17,  beginning  with  a thanksgiving 
service,  and  will  also  include  a pageant  and  a commemoration  dinner. 
The  mayor  and  mayoress  have  offered  to  entertain  the  transatlantic 
visitors,  and  letters  of  invitation  have  also  been  sent  to  the  Bishop  of 
Massachusetts  and  to  the  American  Ambassador. 
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1403. — Seal  of  Abbot  Godfrey.— The  seal  here  engraved 
is  much  enlarged  from  one  that  is  attached  to  a charter  from  the 
Abbot  to  John  Marmyon  concerning  the  tenure  of  Ludington, 
A.D.  1304.  It  is  found  among  the  Cottonian  Charters  (xv.  18) 
in  the  British  Museum.  It  is  of  a dark  bronze-green  colour, 
and  has  a very  fine  and  sharp  impression,  but  it  is  chipped  in 
places  ; it  is  attached  to  the  document  by  plaited  cords  of  red 
and  green  silk.  It  is  hardly  two  inches  long,  of  a pointed 
oval  shape.  The  Abbot  is  represented  in  an  embroidered 
chasuble,  standing  on  a carved  corbel,  under  a canopy  with 
trefoiled  arch  pinnacled  and  crocheted,  supported  by  two 
slender  banded  shafts : in  the  right  hand  is  a pastoral  staff, 
in  the  left  hand  a book.  The  background  is  diapered  lozengy, 
with  a small  rose  in  each  space,  all  within  a beaded  border. 
The  inscription  is  partly  lost : when  complete  it  was 

SI[GILLVM]  GODEPEIDI  DEI  GEATIA  ABBATIS  DB  BVEGO  SCI 
PETEI.  L.G. 

1404, — Church  Notes  of  Mepal. — These  are  from  the 
sixth  volume  of  Cole’s  Parochial  Antiquities  of  Cambridge- 
shire, forming  Add.  MS.  5807.  The  notes  were  taken 
23  June,  1745.  Four  rough  sketches  accompany  the  notes : one 
of  the  S.W.  view  of  the  church,  representing  a very  poor  and 
unimpressive  building  ; one  of  the  Fortrey  tablet ; one  an 
enlarged  sketch  of  the  coat  of  arms  upon  it ; and  one  of  the 
arms  of  Carter.  The  place  is  spelt  Mepole,  and  Mepale, 

“ The  Church  is  a very  mean  and  poor  Building,  consisting 
only  of  a small  Nave  and  Chancel,  with  a sort  of  N.  Chapel  or 
Vestry  at  the  E.  End  of  the  Nave.  There  is  only  one  Bell 
which  hangs  at  the  W.  End  of  the  Church,  in  the  open  air. 
There  are  nothing  but  Brick  Buttresses  all  round  it : especially 
on  the  N.  side  and  W.  End. 

“This  is  a Eectory,  dedicated  to  the  B.  Virgin,  and  is  the 
Gift  of  the  Chapter  of  Ely  : it  stands  in  the  Archdeaconry  and 
Deanery  of  Ely,  and  so  is  exempt  from  the  Archdeacon’s,  and 
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solely  under  the  Bps,  Jurisdiction : it  is  in  the  Hundred  of 
Wichford  and  is  valued  in  the  King’s  Books  at  2.6.8.  The 
Eev.  M’’.  West,  Vicar  of  Sutton,  is  the  present  Eector.  The 
Nave  is  leaded,  but  the  Chancel  is  tiled,  as  is  the  N.  Isle. 

“ The  Altar  stands  on  an  Eminence  of  2 Steps  : 2 handsome 
Niches  are  on  the  sides  of  the  E.  v7indow,  and  a Place  for 
Holy  Water,  divided  by  a Pillar  on  the  S.W.  and  N.  Against 
the  N.  Wall  about  the  middle  of  the  Chancel,  is  a good  neat 
Mural  Monument  of  Free  Stone  with  these  Arms  at  top.  A. 
3 Boar’s  Heads  coupe  S.  for  Fortrey.  Under  them  on  a black 
marble  Table  is  the  following  Inscription  ; 

“S.  R D. 

Near  this  Place  lyetb  buryed 
the  Body  of  Samuel  Fortrey  Esq^. 
eldest  Son  of  Samuel  Fortrey 
Esqi'.  of  Byal-Fen  who  dyed  y®. 

10  of  Febry  Anno  -®tatis 
su£6  38  Annoq  Dni  1688. 

“Under  this  about  the  middle  of  the  Chancel,  at  the  foot  of 
the  Steps  almost  lies  a small  Free  Stone ; but  without 
Inscription.  Byal-Fen  is  about  a Mile  distant,  in  this  Parish  : 
there  is  a descendant  of  this  Family,  but  who  lives  not  in  this 
Country,  who  has  the  Estate  still. 

“The  Nave  is  separated  from  the  Chancel  by  an  Arch  with 
the  Eoyal  Arms  under  it : the  old  Pulpit  stands  against  the 
S.  Wall,  between  the  Window  and  the  Door  and  the  old  Stone 
Font  at  the  bottom  of  the  Isle  near  the  W.  Wall.  There  are 
no  Inscriptions  or  Arms  in  the  Body  of  the  Church  or 
Vestry. 

“On  the  S.  side  of  the  Church  are  2 very  handsome  and 
elegant  Altar  Tombs  of  carv’d  Free  Stone  with  Marble  Slabs 
on  end.  On  the  1®*^  near  the  Window  at  the  W.  end  is 
this  Inscription 

“ Here  lieth  y®.  Body  of 
William  Whinn  Esq^.  who 
departed  this  Life  Jauuaiy 
je.  21  1734  in  the  62 
Year  of  his  Age. 
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“This  Gentleman  was  a Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  Isle  of 
Ely  and  lived  in  this  Parish  about  a Furlong  from  the  Church 
at  the  S.W.  Corner.  He  left  one  Daughter  who  was  first 
married  to  one  King  and  now  secondly  to  Edward 
Martin  and  lives  at  Fenny  Stanton  in  Huntingdonshire.  On 
the  2*^.  Altar  Tomb  below  the  Door  and  under  the  Wall 
between  the  Door  and  Window  to  the  E.  End  of  the  Nave  are 
these  Arms  at  top : Party  per  bend  dancetty  3 Cinquefoils, 
for  Carter.  Under  them  is  this  Inscription.  It  stands  on  a 
large  step  by  way  of  Foundation  of  Freestone  : 

“ In  Memory  of 

Miles  Carter  Gent:  who  departed 
this  Life  y®.  27,  Day  of  Septemb : 
in  ye.  year  1721  aged  83. 

And  also  of 

Mary  ye.  Wife  of  the  said 
Miles  Carter  who  departed 
this  Life  ye.  3 Day  of  March 
in  ye.  year  1726  aged  77. 

And  also  of 

Thomas  Carter  ye.  Son  of  ye.  said 
Miles  & Mary,  Gent : who  departed 
this  Life  ye.  14  Day  of  January  in 
ye.  year  1736  aged  61. 

And  also  of 

Elizabeth  the  Wife  of  the  said 
Thomas  Carter  who  departed 
this  Life  ye.  17  Day  of  Sep^. 
in  ye,  year  1731  aged  64. 

‘ * M^.  Carter  lived  in  the  Farm  belonging  to  Caius  College  at 
the  S.E.  Corner  of  the  Church  Yard.  He  left  2 Daughters, 
one  married  first  to  one  Cary  a Distiller  in  London,  who 
broke,  and  2^^^  to  one  Hunt  of  Sh  Ives  in  Huntingdonshire  : 
the  other  is  Wife  to  M''.  Papworth  of  Wicham,  the  next 
Parish  and  this  on  the  East.” 

A list  of  Eectors  is  given,  commencing  in  1337,  and  con- 
tinuing pretty  regularly  till  1685.  This  is  compiled  from  Dr. 
Mason’s  Book  of  Incumbents,  and  from  Mr.  Band’s  4to  MS. 
Besides  the  Eector  named  above  as  holding  the  living  when 
Cole  took  his  notes,  one  later  one  is  recorded,  George  Gaskin, 
M.A.,  of  Trin.  Coll.  Oxf.,  appointed  in  1781.  He  also  had  the 
Vicarage  of  Sutton : he  had  been  Lecturer  of  S.  Mary’s  Islington. 
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There  is  also  given  an  extract  from  The  Cambridge  Chronicle 
of  23  June,  1781,  relating  to  the  parish  : but  the  result  of  the 
law  proceedings  is  not  stated. 

On  Monday  last  came  on  before  Lord  Mansfield  in  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  a Motion  against  the  Commissioners  of  Sutton  and  Mepal  Level, 
for  them  to  shew  Cause,  why  a Mandamus  should  not  be  granted  to  compel 
the  said  Commissioners  to  reimburse  John  Cole  of  Somersham  Esqr.  John 
Eumball  Leeds  and  John  Kent  £1600  and  upwards,  expended  by  them  in 
several  Law  Suits  with  Eeade  Peacock  Esq^.  and  others  upon  the  Indemnity 
or  Orders  of  the  said  Commissioners : when  the  Court  was  pleased  to 
direct  a Mandamus  to  issue.  Mr.  Dunning  and  Mr.  Partridge  were 
Counsel,  and  Mr.  John  Haggerston  of  Cambridge,  Attorney,  for  said 
Messrs.  Cole,  Leeds  and  Kent : Mr.  Mingey  was  Counsel,  and  Mr.  Boyce 
of  Ely,  Attorney,  for  the  said  Commissioners. 

Ed. 

1405.— Waterbech  and  Landbech. — A correspondent  has 
forwarded  an  account  of  these  two  villages  taken  from  Mr. 
John  Layers’  “Manuscript  Description  of  Cambridgeshire, 
about  the  year  of  our  Lord  1639,”  now  preserved  among  the 
Harleian  MSS  (No.  6768). 

“Water-Beech  placed  upon  the  Eiver  Grant  ; a firm  town 
of  large  extent. 

“Water-Beech.  This  Village  anciently  was  of  two  fees, 
22  H : 3.  The  Knights  Templers  of  Denny  held  two  parts  in 
free  Aimes  of  the  Fee  of  the  Bishop  of  Ely.  And  Eichard  le 
Bottiler  held  here  half  a Knight’s  fee  of  William  de  Hobridge 
of  Bokesworth.  Butler’s  Manor  came  to  the  Bohuns.  In 
9 Ed : 2.  the  Earl  of  Hereford  and  the  Abbess  of  Land  Beech 
were  Lords. 

“Denny  seemeth  to  have  taken  the  name  from  Dionis 
Montchensey  or  de  Monte  Caniso  owner  thereof  ....  died 
1287,  Daughter  and  heir  of  Nicholas  Austy  Son  and  heir  of 
Hugh  Austy  and  Wife  of  Warren  de  Monte  Caniso  that  died 
1255,  39  H:  3.  father  of  William  Lord  of  Swanscombe. 

“It  conteyneth  many  acres  of  most  fertill  and  oppulent 
ground. 

“Ecclesia  de  Water  Beech  appropriata  Priori  de  Bernewell 
habet  Vicar’  taxat’  ad  li  marcas  solvit  pro  synod,  ij®  iiij*^ 
procur’  xviij*^  den’  Sancti  Petri  xviij'^. 
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“Land  Beech  gave  name  to  an  ancient  and  numerous 
familie  of  great  esteeme  and  worth  in  this  Countie. 

“22  H:  2.  “Eobert  de  Beech  held  one  Knight’s  fee 

lib : feod : here  of  the  Baron  Hamon  de  Beech  and  paid 

mil.  Castell  gard  and  Sheriffes  ayd,  and  held 

five  hides  of  land  geldable. 

“9  Ed:  2.  Henry  de  Chamberlayne  and  Anger  de  Bray 
were  Lords. 

“43  Ed:  3.  Upon  an  ad  quod  damnum  I find  that  John 
Duke  of  Lancaster  gave  this  Manner,  and  the  Advowson  of 
the  Church  thereof  to  the  Master  &c  of  Corpus  Christi 
Colledge  and  St.  Marie  in  Cambridge  &c  holden  of  the  heiress 
of  Ellen  de  Beech  per  servicium  unius  floris  Eosarum  per 
annum  pro  omnibus  servicijs. 

“In  6 H:  6.  it  was  found  that  the  Master  &c  of  Corpus 
Christi  Colledge,  in  Cambridge  aforesaid  held  one  Knight’s 
fee  which  Thomas  Chamberlayne  held  sometime  in  Land 
Beech. 

“21  Ed:  4.  The  said  Master  of  Bennet  Colledge  paid 
Pontage  for  five  hides  of  land  here. 

‘ ‘ Ecclesia  de  Land  Beech  non  appropriata  habet  Eectorem 
et  taxat’  ad  x marcas  solvit  pro  synod,  ij®  iiij^  procur’  xij^ 
den’  Sancti  Petri  ij®.” 

1406.— Leyerington  Parish  Accounts  (1392).— The  few 

accounts  that  remain  to  be  considered  in  this  final  article,  out 
of  the  extensive  and  valuable  series  to  which  our  readers 
have  been  introduced,  derive  their  main  interest  from  the 
ecclesiastical  troubles  in  the  eleven  years  that  followed  the 
death  of  K.  Henry  VIII.,  and  from  the  violent  changes  in 
church  ornaments  and  services  that  resulted  from  the  alterations 
in  the  views  and  opinions  of  those  in  authority  during  that 
period.  The  accounts  for  the  reigns  of  K.  Edward  VI.  and 
Q.  Mary  are  by  no  means  the  latest  among  the  Leverington 
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papers.  We  have  already  given  numerous  extracts  belonging 
to  Q.  Elizabeth’s  reign.  The  particular  features  to  which  we 
are  now  to  refer  are,  however,  most  marked  during  the  years 
named  : and  the  changes  at  the  beginnings  of  the  reigns  of 
K.  Edward  VI.,  and  Q.  Mary,  were  much  more  violent  than 
those  early  in  Q.  Elizabeth’s  reign. 

It  is  of  course  well  known  that  much  of  the  activity  employed 
in  selling  church  goods  and  ornaments  was  caused,  not  by  a 
zeal  for  the  purity  of  religion,  but  by  a desire  to  share  in  the 
plunder.  At  Leverington  many  of  the  goods  sold  had  no 
possible  relation  to  any  matter  of  religious  controversy,  but 
were  simply  chattels  that  would  make  money.  This  is  seen 
by  noticing  some  of  the  amounts  received  from  the  sales  ; and 
it  almost  looks  as  if  sometimes  there  had  been  connivance 
between  the  official  salesmen  and  the  purchasers,  the  prices 
obtained  being  often  quite  insignificant.  The  receipts  from 
the  sale  of  church  goods  are  entered  (as  the  sales  took  place) 
among  the  ordinary  receipts  for  the  year.  Among  them  we 
find  the  following  : — 

1 Edw.  VI. — For  images  and  for  the  cloth  that  hung  before 
Corpus  Christi,  7s.  ; 2 pots  and  a pan,  7s.  4d.  ; a chest,  lOd.  ; 
an  old  chest,  6d.  ; the  vestry  door,  3s.  8d.  ; the  ‘‘tosyds”  of 
the  hearse,  Id.  ; the  sides  of  the  same  hearse,  6d.  ; the 
sepulchre,  8d.  ; the  end  of  the  hearse,  2d.  ; the  table  of  Our 
Lady’s  Altar,  Id.  ; the  ring  of  the  holy  water  stock.  Id.  ; the 
lock  of  Our  Lady’s  Altar,  lOd.  ; 3 boards  that  lay  at  the 
Trinity  Altar,  8d.  ; the  paschal,  2d.  ; a bunch  of  lathes,  8d.  ; 
7 hundred  of  lead,  £1.  8s.  Od.  ; 5 stone  of  yerne  (iron),  3s.  3d. ; 
one  of  the  bars  of  iron,  lOd.  ; a certain  of  old  wood,  lid.  ; 
a broken  brass,  2d.  ; a stone,  Id.  ; the  organ  case,  3s. 

2 Edw.  VI. — For  two  brasses,  one  bought  by  Thomas 
Mayhew,  and  one  by  John  Mayhew,  12d.  ; 2 tables,  7s.  ; 
2 heaps  of  stone  that  came  of  the  Trinity  and  Our  Lady’s 
Altars,  3s, 


Leveeing  TON  Paeish  Accounts. 


331 


3 Edw.  VI. — Money  received  for  sales  of  wax,  lead,  timber, 
stone,  two  pendons  (12d.),  and  brick. 

6 Edw.  VI. — Certain  old  iron,  14d.  ; two  old  copes,  2s.  ; 
one  old  vestment,  16d.  ; one  old  stoal,  3d.  ; an  old  cope,  5d.  ; 
the  Canopy,  10s.  ; a banner  cloth,  4d.  ; linen  cloth,  11s. 

All  through  these  accounts  we  find  payments  made  for  bread 
and  wine  (or  rather,  breads  and  wine),  for  the  Holy  Communion. 
We  cannot  for  certain  say  if  the  absence  of  any  such  payment 
justifies  the  inference  that  no  Celebration  of  the  Holy 
Communion  took  place  during  the  year.  But  it  is  at  least 
significant  that  nothing  whatever  seems  to  have  been  paid  on 
this  account  during  the  first  five  years  of  K.  Edward  VI. ’s 
reign.  In  the  6th  year,  however,  the  payment  occurs 
11  times.  We  find  an  immediate  change  at  the  beginning  of 
Q.  Mary’s  reign.  At  once  the  Celebrations  became  frequent, 
and  purchases  for  them  are  entered  in  her  first  year  for 
38  Sundays,  as  well  as  for  Monday  in  Easter  Week,  Holy 
Thursday,  Hallowmas,  and  Christmas.  The  amounts  paid  are 
inconsiderable  ; sometimes  as  little  as  l|d.  In  the  next  reign 
we  should  conclude,  from  the  evidence  given  by  these  accounts, 
that  the  total  number  of  Celebrations  come  to  six  or  eight  in 
the  year. 

A few  of  the  entries  for  1547  shew  that  the  vigorous 
reforming  and  confiscating  zeal  in  the  reign  of  K.  Edward  VI. 
did  not  declare  itself  from  the  very  first.  But  it  was  not  long 
before  the  King’s  uncle,  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  so  created 
within  five  weeks  of  the  late  King’s  death,  who  had  been 
declared  Protector,  let  it  be  known  that  he  was  thoroughly  in 
sympathy  with  the  principles  of  the  reforming  party,  and 
would  support  them  to  the  utmost. 

1647  to  Robt  Baltale  for  takyn  ye  brasse  out  of  ye 


bells  iiijB 

pd  to  ye  brotherar  for  dressyn  of  ye  westments xiijs  iiijd 

p^  to  Robt  Battely  for  makyn  of  y®  letterne viijd 

pd  for  a hange  locke  for  ye  rode  lafte vjd 

pd  for  ye  cbenys  (chains)  claspe  and  stapull  for  ye 
bybull viijd 
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1648  pd  to  iij  men  for  berynge  owt  of  iiij  awters  xij^ 

to  ij  men  for  berynge  owt  of  y®  trynyte  awt^  & 

mosse  owt  of  the  chyrche  x<i 

1660  to  Wyllm  Pecye  for  borrowyn  off  y®  stresse  y^^ 

was  dreven  in  hys  ij  akers  for  A Repleve  ijs 

to  iij  chelderen  for  Syngyn  in  the  church  att 

cresmas iiijd 

(Ascension  Day  is  called  “ Hallo wthersdaye.”) 

1662  pd  att  Wysbyche  for  the  charges  whan  we  were 
called  & charged  to  Apere  befoare  y®  Kyngs 
Commysynors  for  y®  inqwere  of  y®  churche  goods  iijs  x^ 

p«i  to  Robt  Stragett  for  A newe  book  of  y®  Com- 

munyon  And  of  y®  Common  prayer vjs 

pd  for  another  book  of  y®  exsposicions  of  Powles 

epestels iijs 

p<i  to  Robt  Bately  and  his  man  for  workyng  in  y® 
churche  & makyng  of  y®  Comunyon  tabull  y® 

space  of  iiij  dayes  vj®  viijd 

pd  to  Robt  Straggatt  for  a sawter  book ij®  iiijd 

(same  again) 


Queen  Mary,  by  herself,  reigned  only  a few  days  over  one 
year,  from  6 July,  1553,  to  25  July,  1554,  on  which  day  she 
was  married  to  Philip.  After  that  date  they  are  named  jointly 
as  sovereigns,  like  William  and  Mary  in  the  following  century. 
We  are  so  accustomed  utterly  to  ignore  Philip  as  a King  of 
England,  that  it  may  be  interesting  to  note  their  full  titles  on 
state  papers: — “Philippus  et  Maria  D.G.  Eex  et  Eegina 
Anglie,  Hispaniarum,  Francie,  Utriusque  Sicilie  Jerusalem  et 
Hibernie,  Fidei  Defensores,  Archiduces  Austrie,  Duces  Bur- 
gundie  Mediolani  et  Brabancie,  Comites  Haspurgi  Flandrie 
et  Tirolis.” 


1 Mary. — p«i  for  frangkynsench  for  y®  church  att  Ester...  ij<i 

pd  for  bred  & wyne  for  y®  prest  to  saye  messe  the 

sundaye  ait^  Crestemas  daye j'i 

ffor  half  a pound  of  ffrankyngsence viijd 

to  Temer  ffor  washynge  the  awbe  iiij'i 

1 & 2 Ph.  & Mary, — 

p<i  to  y®  plaers  y®  sonday  beffore  ffastyng iiij® 

pd  to  Robartt  Stragyt  ffor  A canype  clothe  ffor  y® 

sakerment ij® 

pd  to  Sr  Thomas  Gray  ffor  y®  dressyng  off  y® 

sacrament viip 

p<i  ffor  on  shett  off  parchement  ffor  y®  Anteff en  . . . viij'i 

pd  ffor  A crose  shafte  w^  y®  payntynge  iiij'i 

pd  to  Jamys  Hargraves  Wyfe  ffor  ye  makyng  off  ij 

Alti’  clothes  iiij^ 

p<i  to  Sr  Thomas  Prests  Wyffe  ffor  A grayll  ffor  y® 

quere  yx® 

pd  to  y®  collermaker  of  Walsoken  ffor  ij  badderyks  ij®  iiij*^ 
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pd  £Eor  on  pownd  candyll  ffor  crystymes  day  in  y® 

mornynge ijd  ob 

to  y®  players  y®  sonday  in  crystymes  weke  iiijs 

p<i  ffor  paynttyng  off  y®  crucyffyxe  in  y®  Koodloft  ijs  viij<i 

pd  to  Bryan  ffor  y®  halywater  stone  att  y® 

churche  dore  & on  ...  off  lyme 

pd  to  John  Dayll  ffor  hys  workemanshype  in  y® 

settyng  off  ytt  up. xvjd 

pd  to  Father  Eycharde  for  servyng  hym iiijd 

pd  for  on  prosessyoner  ffor  y®  quere iijs  iiijd 

2 & 3 Ph.  & Mary. — 

pd  to  Sr  Thomas  Prest  ffor  makyng  y®  antyfons  off 

y®  quere xxiijs  iiijd 

pd'  ffor  y®  halybrede  manne iijd 

o^  charges  to  Ely  when  y®  carnalls  (aftds  called 
cardenalls)  visitacyon  was  Thomas  Anderson 
Martyn  Person  Eoger  Deny  son  Thomas  Tego  & 

Wyllm  Temer  vjs  ixd 

pd  to  Wyllm  Temer  ffor  y®  makynge  off  o*”  byll  off- 
sertyffycathe  to  y®  chanceler  ffor  y®  ornaments 

off  y®  churche  w^  other  charges xiiijd 

pd  ffor  ffrankkyngsens  id 

pd  ffor  A strenkell  ijd 

1667  pd  ffor  ye  paynttynge  of  ij  hater  clothes  xvijd 

pd  ffor  ffrankyngsens  iijd 

pd  ffor  the  mendyng  off  y®  crosse viijd 

pd  ffor  scouryng  off  y®  crysmatory  ijd 

my  charges  to  Whaplode  ffor  y®  byynge  off  y® 

Roede  w^  Mary  & John  xd 

charges  to  Ely  when  we  were  somoned  ffor 

leacke  off  y®  Rood  w^^  Mari  & John  iiijs  yjd 

pd  to  Wyllm  Temer  for  wryttynge  off  y®  hole 

prefface  in  y®  mese  bouke  iijs 

pd  to  Thomas  Castell  off  Whaplode  ffor  y®  Rode  w^ 

Mary  & John  & sanct  Lenerd  xxxj®  vjd 

pd  ffor  A vestmentt  off  blewe  satten  xx^ 

the  charges  of  Martyn  Person  & W yllm  Akers  to 
sergentt  Walpull  ffor  hys  councell  at  conservyng 
the  towns  lands  vjs  viijd 

1668  pd  ffor  ffrankyngsens  vd 

There  is  an  entry  in  the  accounts  for  1551,  not  relating  to 
the  matters  above  considered,  which  is  worth  reproducing  as 
connected  with  a question  of  national  concern,  viz.,  the  debase- 
ment of  the  coinage.  After  specifying  six  payments,  amounting 
in  all  to  17s.  Id.,  the  churchwardens  say  : — “All  thyes  persons 
before  named  hawe  we  payed  chelling  ixd  Acordeng  to  y®  Kyngs 
proclamacyon.  ” This  means,  we  suppose,  that  payment  was 
made  at  the  rate  of  9d.  for  every  shilling.  At  the  end  is  this 
memorandum: — “Sm  vij^^  xiiij®  ijd  ob  wyche  beyng  allowed 
and  the  xvij  iiij*^  befo’'  in  this  accompte  being  also  allowed  and 


334 


J^ENLAND  Notes  and  Queries. 


xxvij®  ix^  allowed  them  for  the  Losse  of  iij®  ix*^  being  in 
theyre  handes  at  the  seconde  Falle  of  money  so  Eemaynes  to 
the  towen  of  this  accompte  theyre  holle  Eeceytes  beyng  reconed 
viij®  x^^  ob  inde  allowed  for  caryeng  of  a madde  man  owt  of 
the  town  to  Boston  to  his  Frendes  v®  & so  remaynes  iij®  x"^  ob 
inde  Coxson  in  Eewarde  xvj^  & so  Eemaynes  to  the  towen 
ij®  vj^  ob  wych  is  put  in  the  poore  mens  boxe  and  so  quyt.” 

A further  note  adds  that  the  receipts  were  £5  7s.  Id., 
“vj'^  the  schillynge.”  We  have  in  vain  endeavoured  to 
balance  this  account.  We  leave  the  explanation  to  the 
ingenuity  of  some  of  our  mathematical  readers. 

In  Wade’s  British  History,  p.  131,  we  are  told  that  about 
this  time  twenty  thousand  pounds’  weight  of  bullion  was 
appointed  to  be  so  alloyed  that  the  King  might  gain  thereby 
£220,000.  Similar  entries  are  occasionally  found  in  other 
churchwardens’  books.  The  allowances  made  at  Leverington 
must  represent  the  difference  between  the  value  of  the  old 
coins  and  that  of  the  new  coins  that  took  their  place.  In 
Brewer’s  Student's  Hume,  1880,  p.  277,  we  read  that  the  riots 
caused  in  several  places  by  the  ecclesiastical  reforms  were 
aggravated  by  the  increasing  misery  of  the  commonalty. 
“The  general  increase  of  gold  and  silver  in  Europe  after 
the  discovery  of  the  West  Indies  had  raised  the  price  of 
commodities  ; and  the  debasement  of  the  coin  by  Henry  VIII., 
and  afterwards  by  the  protector  [Somerset],  had  occasioned  a 
universal  distrust  and  stagnation  of  commerce.” 

1 407.— Fenland  Phrases  and  Folk-Lore. — Some  of  the 
following  are  not  strictly  speaking  limited  to  the  Fen  district : 
but  all  of  them  have  to  my  own  knowledge  been  spoken  or 
described  by  inhabitants  of  the  Fens. 

“I  fear  he’ll  die  or  not  get  over  it.  My  fire  was  in  (alight) 
three  mornings  this  last  week.  So  it  was  just  before  father 
died.  H.B.” 

‘ ‘ I knew  we  should  have  rain — I was  up  all  last  night — I 
never  saw  the  stars  so  bright  in  my  life — it  was  wonderful 
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clear.  The  moon  was  on  her  back,  too — lay  right  down — 
sure  sign  of  wet  weather.”  (1896.) 

It  appears  that  opinions  differ  as  to  the  effects  of  the  moon’s 
position.  W.  F.  used  to  say  that  the  moon  stood  up  for  wet. 

Dr.  Melbourne,  of  Fleet,  who  died  1802,  leaving  landed 
property  in  Little  Steeping,  was  a great  oddity.  He  was  said 
to  have  made  a “wonderful  clock  of  note  in  the  locality.” 
His  widow,  who  lived  after  his  death  at  Fleet  Eaugate,  was 
also  very  peculiar  in  her  ways. 

Moles’  feet  worn  in  the  pocket  were  believed  to  be  a sure 
preventative  against  rheumatism.  J.  M.  always  carried  them 
in  his  trouser  pocket. 

In  the  days  before  petroleum,  when  tallow  candles  supplied 
light  to  our  forefathers,  the  semi-detached  specks  of  carbon  in 
them  were  considered  to  signify  strangers  coming  to  visit. 
Later,  when  the  penny  post  was  established  the  strangers 
turned  to  letters,  and  when  they  fell  off,  the  letters  had  been 
posted.  Death  was  foretold  by  winding-sheets  in  the  swale  of 
the  candle.  Strangers  was  also  the  name  given  to  the  black 
films  that  fell  from  the  bars  of  the  grate.  Pictures  in  the 
fire,  and  purses  or  coffins  in  the  cinders,  are  familiar  all  over 
England. 

A Fenman’s  dowry  was  three  score  geese  and  a pelt.  A 
sheepskin  was  formerly  used  as  an  outside  garment. 

“He  is  worth  a Jew’s  eye”  has  been  heard  in  the  district, 

but  not  often.  It  reminds  one  of  Launcelot  Gobbo’s 

There  M?ill  come  a Christian  by, 

Will  be  worth  a Jewess’  eye. 

Doubtless  the  reference  is  to  the  cruel  persecution  of  the  Jews 
in  the  fifteenth  century,  the  worth  signifying  the  price  which 
the  unhappy  Jews  paid  for  immunity  from  mutilation. 

It’s  a sunshiny  shower, 

Will  be  over  in  half  an  hour. 

“Ah,  the  morning’s  fine  now,  but  I fear  it  won’t  hold  on. 
I don’t  like  my  weather  glasses  this  morning.  My  corns  and 
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joints  ache  ; and  the  crows  are  sitting  about  on  dead  wood,  I 
don’t  like  to  see  that.”  (W.  K.,  1886.) 

Five  score  to  the  hundred,  men,  money,  and  pins  : 

Six  score  to  the  hundred  all  other  things. 

“Blue  as  a razor,”  which  seems  an  inexplicable  simile,  has 
been  explained  as  a rendering  of  “ Blue  as  azure  ”;  but  this  is 
very  doubtful. 

It  is  correct  to  sow  peas  a few  days  before  the  full  moon. 
“I  did,  and  my  crop  is  much  better  than  my  neighbours’  who 
sowed  theirs  nearly  a fortnight  earlier.  I went  by  Orion,  he 
tells  you  so.”  Orion’s  Almanac  (a  sort  of  local  “Old  Moore’* 
which  has  a large  circulation  in  the  district)  was  produced  and 
the  instructions  pointed  out  in  proof. 

Never  kill  pigs  during  the  wane  of  the  moon.  If  you  do, 
the  bacon  will  shrink  in  the  pot  when  cooked.  “We  have 
had  proof  of  it  this  season.  We  had  two  pigs  that  we  fed 
ourselves  in  the  same  way  on  the  same  kind  of  food.  One  we 
killed  in  the  rise  of  the  moon.  That  swelled  in  the  pot,  and 
there  was  no  fat  in  the  water  when  it  stood  to  get  cold.  While 
the  other  pig,  killed  in  the  wane  of  the  moon,  shrinks  very 
much  when  boiled,  and  I invariably  let  the  liquor  stand  to 
cool,  and  then  skim  it  and  keep  the  fat  for  shortening.  You 
can  want  no  better  proof  than  this.  We  would  not  have  been 
so  certain  if  we  had  not  managed  the  pigs  entirely  ourselves.” 
(1894.)  S.  Egae. 

1408.— Old  Windmill. — Under  the  heading  of  “Another 
Fen  Landmark  Gone,”  The  Standard  of  19  May,  1909,  has 
this  short  notice  : — 

The  old  wooden  post  mill  on  the  main  road  at  Gedney,  near  Long 
Sutton,  in  the  Lincolnshire  Fens,  has  just  been  demolished.  The  mill  was 
fully  200  years  old,  as  mention  is  made  of  it  in  old  documents  as  far  back 
as  1750,  and  the  adjoining  house  bears  the  date  1730.  The  mill  was  a 
very  solidly-built  structure,  and  the  work  of  demolition  was  by  no  means 
easy.  The  disappearance  of  this  old  mill  removes  another  of  the  familiar 
Fen  landmarks,  and  further  reduces  the  number  of  these  interesting 
structures. 


Church  Inscriptions  in  the  Hundred  of  Elloe.  337 


1409.— Church  Inscriptions  in  the  Hundred  of  Elloe 

(1399). 

V.  Holbeach. 

On  a stone  on  the  fioor  of  the  South  aisle  is  the  following 
inscription  : — 

In  memory  of 
Zacharia  Johnson 
who  departed  this  life 
Sepr  XXVIth  mDCCCXXVI. 

Aged  LXV 
Also 

Elizabeth  Johnson 
Eelict  of  the  above 

. who  died  April  1852, 

in  her  year. 

Z.  Johnson  was  one  of  the  Churchwardens  in  1816. 

Near  the  last : — 

William  Slator  Esq 
died  July  1st  1829 
in  the  Tlth  year 
of  his  age. 

Charlotte  the  relict 
of  the  above 
died  Jany  1st  1849 
aged  84. 

William  Slator  was  a Churchwarden  in  1794.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  resided  at  Penny  Hill  He  was  generally  known 
as  “Lord  Slator,”  and  was  one  of  the  party  who,  one  night  in 
the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century,  took  a waggon  to 
pieces  that  was  loaded  with  wool  and  placed  it  on  the  roof  of 
the  north  aisle  of  the  parish  church  and  reloaded  the  wool. 

Adjoining  the  last : — 

Sacred 

to  the  memory  of 
John  Key,  Gent : 
who  died  on  the  lO^ii  Jan  1810. 
aged  47. 

Also  of 

Susannah  his  Widow 
who  died  on  the 
27  day  of  June 
1811. 

John  Key  was  Vicar’s  Churchwarden  from  1800  to  1809. 
Thomas  Bradley,  by  his  Will  dated  26  July,  1724,  gave  £100 
to  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  the  poor  of  Holbeach, 
to  be  laid  out  in  Government  or  other  securities,  and  the  clear 
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interest  to  be  distributed  in  coals  equally  on  Michaelmas  Day 
amongst  five  poor  'widows  residing  in  the  parish.  Until  1810 
this  money  remained  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Key,  he  distributing 
£1  annually,  but  dying  insolvent,  £70  was  ultimately  recovered 
from  his  estate  and  invested,  and  the  proceeds  regularly  paid 
out  as  the  will  directs. 

Near  the  last  stone : — 

In  memory 

of  Esther  the  Wife  of 
Mr  Bryan  Betham 
of  Peterborough,  Surgeon, 
who  departed  this  life 
the  28^^  November  1766, 

Aged  27  years. 

Also  of 

Levina  the  Widow  of 
Mr  Matthew  Eobinson,  Surgeon, 
and  sister  of  the  above 
who  departed  this  life 
the  3<i  March  1823. 

Aged  79  years. 

Adjoining  the  above  : — 

Sacred 

to  the  memory  of 
Mary  Davey  Key 
the  wife  of 
John  Key, 

who  died  on  the  26tii  May  1801. 

Aged  XXXII. 

Also  of  their  six  infant  children,  (namely) 

1.  Edward  Davey  Key.  Mary  Eobinson  Key.  4. 

2.  Eobinson  Key.  Levina  Key.  6. 

3.  Davey  Key.  Mary  Key.  6. 

At  the  east  end  of  this  stone 
lie  the  remains 
of  her  maternal  grandfather 
Edward  Davey. 

and  at  the  west  end  the  remains  of  her 
maternal  aunt 
Esther  Betham. 

Qualis  Vita  Finis  ita 

Near  the  last : — 

In  memory 

of  Edward  Davey,  Gent: 
who  died  March  19^^  1764 
in  the  37^^  year  of  his  age. 

Also  Mary  his  wife  who  died  July 
the  21st  1748.  Aged  XXXIY  years. 

Also  five  of  their  children  namely : — 

Jacob,  Mary,  Jacob,  Edward 
who  died  infants  & William 
who  died  Nov  14^11  1760  aged  14  years. 
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Also  to  the  memory  of  Ann  Ehodes  second  wife  of  Edward  Davey 
and  afterwards  ye  wife  of  Lawrence  Khodes  Gent : 

Her  remains  lie  deposited  in  a 
vault  adjoining  the  next  pillar  on  the 
East.  She  died  Feb^y  ye  1787. 

Aged  74  years. 

Near  the  organ  : — 

Here  lieth  interred  ye  body 
of  John  Kix 
who  departed  this  life 
May  ye  27 
1718. 

in  ye  43rd  year  of  his  age. 

Here  also  lieth  interred 
ye  body  of 

Martha  relict  of  ye  said  Mr 
John  Rix 
who  departed  this 

life  Feb  ye  7*^  1730  in  ye  year, 
of  her  age. 

They  left  only  one  daughter  surviving. 

There  is  a stone  on  the  floor  at  the  West  end  of  the  South 
aisle  in  memory  of  Mary  Frances  Eix,  but  the  inscription  is 
almost  defaced. 

In  the  Vestry,  near  the  organ : — 

In  memory  of 
Mr  Samuel  Palmer 
who  died  19^11  June  1741. 
in  the  41st  year  of  his  age. 

Also  to  the  memory  of 
Mrs  Ann  Palmer 
relict  of 

Mr  Samuel  Palmer 
and  daughter  of 
James  Brecknock  M.D, 
who  died  Ipii  Sep  1781 
in  the  72d  year  of  her  age. 

James  Brecknock  died  in  1746.  He  descended  from 
William  Brecknock,  buried  at  Diddlebury,  Salop,  20  Dec., 
1574,  whose  son  Roger  was  there  baptized  17  Sept.,  1551 ; he 
was  of  Eadcliffe  and  of  Hucknall  Torkard,  Nottinghamshire  ; 
and  his  wife  Mary  died  30  Nov.,  1611.  He  died  in  1639. 
James  Brecknock,  their  fourth  son,  was  born  17  Jan.,  1602, 
became  Vicar  of  Spondon,  Derbyshire,  and  was  buried  25 
Sep.,  1674.  His  eldest  son,  James  Brecknock,  born  12  Oct., 
1643,  became  Vicar  of  Weston,  Lincolnshire,  and  was  buried 
there  1 April,  1691.  The  second  son,  Eoger,  born  18  April, 
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1646,  was  Vicar  of  Meatheringham,  and  was  buried  13  Feb., 
1700.  James  Brecknock,  Vicar  of  Weston,  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  John  Fleming,  at  West  Lynn,  8 June,  1676  ; she 
was  buried  in  S.  Stephen’s  Churchyard,  Norwich,  26  Sep., 
1716.  Their  eldest  son  was  James,  the  Apothecary,  who  was 
born  31  Aug.,  1681.  He  married  Anne,  daughter  of  John 
Lillie,  of  New  Sleaford,  11  March,  1704-5.  She  died  8 Aug., 
1735,  aged  53,  and  there  were  eight  children.  He  married 
again  Margaret  Davey,  widow,  daughter  of  Adlard  Stukeley, 
11  Feb.,  1735-6,  by  whom  he  had  no  issue.  She  died  in 
1765.  His  daughter  Anne  married  Samuel  Palmer,  of 
Whaplode,  in  1731.  Their  seventh  son,  Samuel  Palmer, 
married  Ann  Goulding,  of  Whaplode,  19  Oct.,  1772.  Their 
son  Samuel  married  Ann  Barker,  of  Baumber,  whose  only 
surviving  child  married  William  Carbutt,  7 April,  1825,  father 
of  John  Carbutt,  now  living  at  Holbeach  Hum. 

On  the  wall,  south  aisle : — 

Near  this  place 
lieth  the  body  of 
John  Wilkinson,  Gent, 
who  died  April  2nd  1771 
Aged  68  years. 

Near  the  last : — 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of 
Elizabeth  the  wife 
of  Mr  Jonathan  Watson 
of  Holbeach 

and  daughter  of  Mr  John  Watson 
of  the  same  place, 

who  departed  this  life  Decern  1st  1773 
Aged  34 

Also  three  of  their  children  who  died  infants. 

Jonathan  Watson  was  a doctor  and  committed  suicide, 
about  1803,  by  cutting  his  arms  and  bleeding  to  death.  He 
was  buried  off  the  Spalding  road,  about  a mile  from  the 
Church,  at  a spot  still  called  “Watson’s  grave.” 

On  a brass  plate  below  the  above  : — 

In  affectionate  remembrance 
of  Martha,  Daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Martha  Sturton, 

Born  Oct  24th  1838,  Died  Octr  20th  1861 
She  was  buried  in  the  South  aisle  of  this  Church. 

Rev  XXII.  IV. 
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On  a brass  plate  near  the  reading  desk : — 

In  afiEectionate  remembrance 
of  Edward  Blithe  Vise 
Surgeon 

who  died  May  17tn  1873 
Aged  84  years. 

Also  in  loving  memory 
of  Sarah  his  Wife  who  died 
March  12^^  1867 
Aged  62  years. 

One  of  the  ancestors,  William  Vise,  married  a Blithe,  of 
Spalding,  in  the  closing  years  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and 
since  that  time  there  has  generally  been  a Blithe  Vise  in  the 
family  practising  at  Holbeach. 

In  the  old  parish  registers  the  name  appears  very  often,  but 
the  spelling  is  different. 

“Buried  Ambrose  son  of  Ambrose  and  Ann  Vice  23 
March  1719.” 

On  a small  zinc  plate  on  the  South  wall  of  the  chancel : — ■ 

Charles  Coop  first  Organist 
in  this  Church,  fell  asleep  Jan.  26 
A.D.  1876.  Aged  69  years. 

He  was  a schoolmaster  in  the  town,  and  died  suddenly, 
much  respected. 

On  a stone  outside  of  the  chancel,  fixed  on  the  wall  near 
the  door : — 

To  the  memory  of  John  March,  Gent,  who 
by  accident  on  a journey  from  London 
lost  his  life  on  ye  14^^  day  of  Feb  1736, 
in  the  28th  year  of  his  age. 

To  the  memory  of  George  Palmer,  Gent, 
who  died  Feb  the  8^11  1761,  aged  44  years. 

Also  of  Jacob  son  of  the  said 
George  Palmer,  and  Levina  his  wife, 
who  was  heretofore  the  widow  of 
John  March,  Gent,  who  died 
Feb  the  20^^  1764.  Aged  23  years. 

Also  of  Jarvis,  son  of  the  said 
George  and  Levina  who  died 
Novemb:  the  lO^^^  1768,  Aged  29  years. 

Also  of  the  said  Levina  Palmer, 

Widow,  who  died  Oct  the  20^^  1769 
Aged  69  years. 

Also  Edw^,  George,  Jo^i  and  Sarah  the 
children  of  the  said  George  and  Levina 
who  died  in  their  infancy. 


J.M. 
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1410.— Sutton  in  Holland  (1394).—- The  enjoyment  of 
common  of  pasturage  on  Sutton  Marsh,  by  the  townsmen  of 
Sutton,  was  disturbed  early  in  the  17th  century.  James  I., 
conceiving  that  all  marshes  relinquished  by  the  sea  ought  to  be 
vested  in  the  Crown,  summoned  those  who  had  taken  posses- 
sion of  them  to  compound  or  to  make  room  for  others.  So  it 
happened,  in  1614,  with  the  inhabitants  of  Long  Sutton, 
who,  as  they  say  in  their  petition,  in  1634, 

not  being  willing  to  contest  their  ancient  right  with  his  ma^ie  submitted 
and  paid  therefore  a good  some  of  money*  agreed  for  by  the  commissioners 
and  his  ma^i®  graunted  the  said  marshe  under  the  greate  seale  of  England 
with  covenaunte  to  conflrme  the  same  by  acte  of  Parliamente. 

Notwithstandinge  all  this  others  upon  misinformacon  given  by  them  have 
gotten  letters  patente  both  under  the  create  seale  and  the  duchie  seale 
and  have  entred  upon  the  premises  and  outed  the  petn^s  of  the  most  part 
thereof  by  theire  power  who  according  to  yor  mattes  late  Attorney 
Noye  his  opinion  have  noe  right  at  all  thereunto. 

We  therefore  humbly  pray  yor  most  sacred  matie  to  take  our  case 
into  yor  gratious  consideracon  we  havinge  about  2000  inhabitants  whose 
best  livelyhood  consists  in  the  benefit  we  receive  hereby  and  that  we  are 
both  unable  and  unfit  to  maintaine  any  longe  suite. 

King  Charles  I.  was  very  well  pleased  with  this  petition,  and 

At  the  Court  at  Whitehall : 31  Deci-.  1634 

His  ma^ie  upon  reading  this  peticon  conceived  it  a business  of  great 
importance  remembring  tliat  directions  have  been  given  hereon  formerly 
therefore  is  graciously  pleased  the  right  hob^®  the  Lord  Treas^.  calling  unto 
him  Mr  Attorney  and  Mr  Kecorder  of  London  informing  themselves  what 
Mr  Noy  his  ma^i®®  late  Attorney  hath  done  herein  and  to  examine  the  best 
right  taking  notice  of  the  obedient  offers  of  the  petn®.  then  his  lordship  is 
to  give  such  order  for  the  petnrs  reliefe  as  he  shall  finde  most  convenient. 

Edw.  Powell. 

The  Attorney  General  in  due  course  reported  that  King 
James  granted  7,000  acres  in  Sutton  Marshes  to  P.  Ashton, 
Coney,  Martin,  Sowter,  Hunne  and  others  in  trust  for  the  towns- 
men of  Long  Sutton,  and  that  they  paid  in  consideration  therefor 
£758  .6.8.  He  recommended  the  confirmation  of  the  patent 
or  a new  grant  of  2,750  acres  to  quit  their  possession,  they 
agreeing  to  surrender  their  interest  in  the  remaining  3,780 
acres,  and  in  1,500  acres  in  the  out-marsh,  f 

* Pat : 11  Jac.  I.  part  23.  The  good  men  of  Sutton  paid  £758  6s.  8d.  in  1614. 

t Dom.  Car.  I.  278,  98. 
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There  was  a good  deal  of  confusion  between  the  in-marshes, 
the  marshland  already  reclaimed,  and  the  out-marshes  which 
were  aye  growing. 

In  1615,  Sir  H.  Wotton  and  Sir  E.  Dymock  obtained  a 
grant  of  11,400  acres  of  salt  marshes  in  Sutton  and  Gedney, 
with  a reservation  of  one  fifth  for  J.  Levingston  at  a rent  of 
£150,  to  be  paid  to  the  Duchy : so  conflicts  arose  with 
patentees  about  Duchy  rents  and  Grown  rents.  William  Wise, 
who  was  fortified  with  a general  grant  and  with  powers  to 
recover  all  salt  marshes,  was,  in  1632,  sentenced  in  the  Star 
Chamber,  at  the  suit  of  Francis  Wrenham,  who  had  outed 
the  Sutton  men,  to  pay  a fine  of  £500  to  the  King,  and  to 
be  disabled  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  of  the  law.* 

The  famous  Sir  Cornelius  Vermuden,  who  has  left  his 
mark  at  Hatfield  Chace,  at  Dagenham  and  Sedgemoor,  was  at 
work  for  the  King  in  Sutton  Marshes  in  1633,  a part  of  which 
he  had  inned  two  years  and  which  was  bearing  a great  crop  of 
corn,  and  other  parts  were  sown  with  crab-grass  to  give  the 
sands  stability. 

His  Dutch  delvers  were  stripped,  and  his  horses  carried  off 
by  the  rioters  from  Long  Suttonf  and  Tidd.  Sir  Cornelius 
drove  down  with  a royal  warrant  in  1629  for  post  horses  ; in 
1633,  he  had  to  petition  the  King  and  pray  in  commiseration 
of  the  extreme  malice  of  his  adversaries,  his  long  imprison- 
ment, and  the  many  disgraces  he  had  endured  that  his  Majesty 
would  give  order  for  his  compensation,  charges  and  relief. 
The  good  Knight  had  been  worsted  in  a suit  with  Will.  Wise, 
and  had  been  heavily  fined  in  the  Star  Chamber  at  the  instance 
of  Wentworth,  Lord  president  of  the  Council  of  the  North, 
about  his  refusal  to  submit  his  claims  in  Hatfield  Chace  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  that  oppressive  tribunal. 

L.G, 

* Dom.  Car,  I.  229,  21. 

t 1632.  Dom.  Car.  I.  223,  30.  Captain  Skipwith  led  the  rioters, 
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1411.— Fen  Fire  Engines. — Several  curious  old  Fire- 
engines,  and  other  appliances  for  use  at  fires,  are  to  be  found 
in  various  towns  and  villages  of  the  Fens.  Some  of  these 
were  sent  to  London  for  exhibition  in  1903.  They  are  thus 
described  in  A Record  of  the  International  Fire  Exhibition, 
Earl’s  Court,  London,  1903,  by  Edwin  0.  Sacks.  The  Editor 
has  had  some  difficulty  in  seeing  a copy  of  this  Record.  He 
searched  in  vain  in  the  British  Museum  Library,  and  at  the 
two  Libraries  at  South  Kensington : but  at  last  he  was 
obligingly  permitted  to  consult  both  the  Record  and  the 
Catalogue  at  the  Offices  of  the  Exhibition  Company  at  Earl’s 
Court.  Among  the  general  Loan  Exhibits  were  the  following ; — 

“Stack  Hooks  (two). 

‘ ‘ ( George  Nicholls,  Fire  Brigade,  Whittlesey,  Peterboivugh. ) 

“Old  Manual  Engine,  1776,  5ft.  5in.  x 7ft.  x 2ft.  7in., 
from  Market  Deeping,  Lincolnshire,  mounted  on  a four- 
wheel  cart,  4ft.  X 9ft.  5in.  x 5ft.,  for  rapid  travelling. 
On  arrival  at  a fire  it  was  lifted  off  and  run  on  its  own 
wheels  by  hand.  Drawn  by  horse.  Wheels  solid, 
1ft.  Sin.  (Fig.  122.)  ( Merry loeather  Museum.)  [A 

full  page  engraving  is  given  of  the  Engine  on  the  cart.] 

“Old  Manual  Engine,  1780,  height  5ft.  Gin.  Length 
9ft.  7in.  Breadth  3ft.  Solid  wheels,  16in.  equal. 
Gift  of  Philip  Yorke.  (Whittlesey  Fire  Brigade,  per 
Geo.  T.  Nichols,  G.  0.) 

“Bucket,  leather,  from  Ely  Cathedral.  Leather  sewn. 
1770.  Height  llin.,  diameter  lOin.  (Collins  Collection.) 

“ Buckets  (4).  Leather,  leather  sewn,  height  12in.,  diameter 
lOin.  ( Whittlesey  Fire  Brigade. ) 

“Stand-pipes,  invented  in  1868  by  Joseph  Turner,  of  King’s 
Lynn,  and  in  use  till  1899.  Method  of  using  them. — 
Remove  cover  from  hydrant  and  place  stand-pipe  in 
position,  lock  same  by  making  a half-turn,  screw  side 
lugs  down  to  hydrant  and  when  in  position  place  spindle 
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on  the  top  of  plug,  drive  spindle  in  the  plug  with  a 
hammer  and  then  make  a half-turn  with  spindle  to 
release  plug,  raise  spindle  to  valve  chambers  and  make 
a half -turn  to  open  valve.  (King's  Lynn  Fire  Brigade^ 
'per  John  W.  Shaw.) 

“Photograph.  Fire  at  Lynn,  1897.  (Selfe,  Ball,  Smith 
and  Co,y 

Stack  Hooks,  like  those  exhibited,  are  still  in  constant  use. 
They  were  used  not  only  for  pulling  down  burning  stacks,  but 
also  for  pulling  off  the  thatch  from  burning  cottages.  The 
Editor  has  seen  a couple  employed  at  a stack  fire  at  Maxey : 
he  understood  that  they  had  been  brought  from  Northborough. 
A very  perfect  example,  with  a double  claw,  is  kept  in  the 
tower  of  Yaxley  Church. 

Although  old-fashioned,  and  by  no  means  up  to  date,  these 
old  manual  engines  are  not  obsolete.  Local  papers  have 
mentioned  a recent  instance. 

It  appears  that  the  old  fire-engine  at  Eye  was  supplied  by 
Messrs.  Merryweather,  of  London,  in  1826.  The  ledger  entry 
of  the  transaction  was  printed  in  the  Peterborough  Standard, 
1 Aug.,  1908.  “The  Parish  of  Eye,  Northamptonshire;  by 
Order  of  the  County  Fire  Office.  To  M.  Merryweather,  1826, 
Feb.  23rd. — A new  third  size  patent  fire  engine  mounted  on 
strong  spoke  wheels  with  fore-locking  carriage,  fitted  with 
metallic  pistons  and  valves,  and  finished  in  the  best  manner, 
painted  green  and  vermilion,  including  a strong  copper  branch 
pipe  with  brass  nose  pipe,  and  one  length  of  suction  pipe, 
£76  14s.;  one  length  of  strong  leather  hose,  40ft.  with  brass 
screws,  and  one  ditto  20ft.  with  ditto,  £7  15s.;  writing  on 
each  side  of  the  engine  in  yellow  letters,  shadowed,  ‘ ‘ The 
Parish  of  Eye.  Daniel  Swift  and  William  Little,  Church- 
wardens, 1826,”  12s.  6d. ; packing  ditto  in  case,  cartage  to 
the  Earn  Inn,  Smithfield,  booking,  etc. , £2  16s. ; a double  dog 
tail  iron  wrench  7s.  6d. ; total,  £88  5s.” 
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There  is  still  work  to  be  had  from  this  ancient  machine,  as 
the  Parish  Council,  after  considering  the  question  of  providing 
a new  fire  engine,  have  decided  for  the  present  at  least  to 
continue  the  use  of  the  old  one. 

1 41 2.— Wainfleet  and  Bedlam.  — A lease  from  the 
Phillipps’  Collection,  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Caster, 
gives  some  particulars  of  some  property  at  Wainfleet.  It  is 
dated  24  Dec.,  1814  ; and  was  from  6 Apr.,  1813,  for  12  years. 
The  rent  was  to  be  £190  yearly  for  three  years,  and  £202 
yearly  for  the  other  nine  years.  The  parties  were  “The 
Mayor  and  Commonalty  and  Citizens  of  the  City  of  London 
Masters  Guardians  and  Governors  of  the  House  and  Hospital 
called  Bethlem  situate  without  and  near  to  Bishopgate  of  the 
said  City  of  the  one  part  and  Boom  Whitehead  of  Sibsy  in  the 
County  of  Lincoln  Yeoman  of  the  other  part.”  The  premises 
leased  consisted  of  a “Messuage  or  Tenement  with  the 
Homestead  thereunto  belonging  situate  at  Wainfleet  Saint 
Mary  in  the  said  County  of  Lincoln,”  the  site  occupying  33 
per. ; a cottage,  house,  and  garden,  containing  3 ro.  22  per. ; 
with  several  pieces  of  land,  viz.,  2 pieces  of  meadow  land 
called  Little  Moor,  containing  together  3 ac.  3 ro.  14  per.; 
2 pieces  of  meadow  land  called  The  Moor,  containing  together 
12  ac.  2 ro.  11  per. ; a piece  of  pasture  called  Bullock  Close, 
containing  2 ac.  1 ro.  14  per. ; a piece  of  pasture  called  Home 
Close,  containing  5ac.  2ro.  11  per. ; a piece  of  pasture  called 
Havenside  Close,  containing  7 ac.  3 ro.  23  per. ; a piece  of 
pasture  called  Old  Marsh,  containing  8 ac.  1 ro.  19  per. ; a 
piece  of  meadow  land  called  The  Moor,  containing  5 ac.  1 ro. 
39  per. ; a piece  of  pasture  called  The  Moor,  containing  2 ac. 
2ro.  31  per. ; apiece  of  arable  land  and  a piece  of  pasture 
called  Commonside  Close  containing  together  21  ac.  3 ro.  16per. ; 
2 pieces  of  pasture  and  meadow  called  Home  Close,  containing 
together  6 ac.  2 ro.  31  per. ; a piece  of  meadow  called  Acre 
Pingle,  containing  1 ac.  2 ro.  7 per. ; a piece  of  meadow  called 
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Church  Pingle,  containing  3ro.  29  per.;  a piece  of  pasture 
called  Long  Four  Acre,  containing  3 ac.  3 ro.  33  per.;  a 
piece  of  meadow  called  Square  Two  Acre,  containing  2ac. 
1 ro.  35  per. ; a piece  of  arable  called  Long  Acre,  con- 
taining 1 ac.  3 ro.  8 per. ; and  a piece  of  pasture  called 
Cow  Close,  containing  3 ro.  19  per.  : the  whole  acreage 
thus  amounting  to  89  ac.  3 ro.  35  per.  The  Governors 
reserved  to  themselves  all  “Timber  and  Timber  like  trees 
saplings  woods  and  underwoods,”  together  with  free  liberty 
for  their  agents  to  “ fell  saw  make  up  and  carry  away  the  same 
upon  and  through  the  said  lands  at  all  reasonable  times.”  In 
addition  to  the  reserved  rent  the  Lessee  was  to  pay  £10  further 
for  every  acre  of  meadow  or  pasture  which  should  be  “ploughed 
sown  or  converted  into  tillage.”  And  yet  further  for  every 
acre  employed  for  the  purpose  of  making  pits  and  procuring 
gravel,  clay,  loam,  or  other  soil  for  making  bricks  or  tiles,  the 
sum  of  £200.  The  Lessee  also  agreed  to  pay  all  charges  ‘ ‘ on 
account  of  any  Sea  banks  runs  drains  or  dykes  ” up  to  one 
shilling  per  acre,  but  not  more ; to  keep  all  the  premises  in 
repair  ; to  “ cleanse  scour  and  keep  in  repair  all  the  Sea  banks 
wydraughts  ditches  bridges  hedges  palings  and  fences  upon  the 
said  premises  as  need  shall  require.”  There  are  the  usual 
conditions  as  to  farming  in  a workmanlike  manner,  and  to 
abstain  from  removing  any  hay,  straw,  &c.,  growing  on  the 
the  premises,  but  to  fodder  and  spend  it  upon  the  land. 

There  are  no  witnesses  to  the  deed.  At  the  end  is  written 
“Let  the  Hospital  Seal  be  affixed.  B.  Clark  Treasurer.” 
The  seal  is  lost. 

The  present  Bethlehem  Hospital  in  S.  George’s  Fields  was 
erected  in  1812.  The  old  buildings  of  the  “Hospital  of  the 
Star  of  Bethlehem  ” in  the  City  had  become  dilapidated  in 
1675,  and  a new  site  was  acquired  for  new  buildings  in 
Moorfields.  These  also  became  out  of  condition,  as  well  as 
insufficient  for  their  purpose,  at  the  beginning  of  the  last 
century.  The  foundation  of  the  Hospital  is  assigned  on  an 
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inscription  of  the  existing  Bedlam  to  Henry  VIII.  “Henrico 
VIII.,  Eege  f undatum  Civium  largitas  perfecit.”  The  fact 
however  is  all  the  property  belonging  to  the  old  foundation 
was  purchased  by  the  City,  and  King  Henry  VIII.  proposed 
that  they  should  also  purchase  the  buildings  from  him.  As 
they  already  belonged  to  the  City  this  proposal  was  declined. 
So  the  King,  in  his  munificence,  made  the  City  a present  of 
the  Hospital.  This  is  how  it  has  become  called  a Eoyal 
Foundation.  The  old  buildings  were  in  the  parish  of 
S.  Botolph,  Bishopsgate,  where  now  is  Liverpool  Street. 

The  rents  reserved  in  the  lease  described  above  were  to  be 
paid  to  the  Eeceiver  at  Bridewell.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the 
average  rental,  during  the  last  nine  years,  works  out  at  some- 
thing over  forty-four  shillings  an  acre.  Ed. 

1413.— Peterborough  Convent  School.  — The  Bene- 
dictines, who  were  great  teachers,  usually  received  pupils  in 
their  convents  to  fit  them  for  holy  orders.  Grants  of 
corrodies,  in  the  form  of  agreements  with  the  fathers  of 
pupils,  occur  in  the  Eegisters.  At  Ely  the  convent  college 
seems  to  have  been  open  to  all  the  world  : but  at  Peterborough 
we  find  no  records  indicating  that  the  monks  kept  a school. 

The  annexed  translation  of  an  order  of  King  Edward  III., 
A.D.  1333,  illustrates  a common  practice  of  disposing  of  state 
hostages.  On  the  same  occasion  the  King  sent  boys  to  Eamsey 
and  to  Wisbech  Castle,  “litteris  erudiri.” 

Edward  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of  England,  &c.,  to  his  beloved  in 
Christ  the  Abbot  of  Burgh  Saint  Peter,  greeting : Whereas  of  late  after 
the  surrender  into  our  hands  of  the  town  of  Berwick-on-Tweed  We  and 
our  Council  made  order  that  twelve  hostages  of  the  children  of  the  most 
worthy  of  that  town  should  be  delivered  and  detained  in  places  within 
our  Kingdom  in  safe  custody  so  that  the  men  of  the  said  town  should 
remain  in  our  obedience,  and  whereas  the  said  hostages  were  recently 
delivered  unto  us  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  eight  of  which  we  have  despatched 
into  safe  custody,  and  the  four  remaining,  namely,  Nicolas  son  of  John 
Tod  of  Berwick,  John  son  of  John  Gros,  Thomas  son  of  John  Bothe,  and 
Robert  son  of  Thomas  Nesbit  of  the  same  town,  are  now  sent  to  us  at 
York,  We  command  you  to  receive  into  your  house  and  to  keep  in  safe 
custody  the  said  Nicolas  Tod  and  John  Gros,  two  of  the  hostages,  whom 
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we  send  to  you,  and  to  provide  them  with  sustenance  and  all  necessaries, 
and  to  instruct  them  in  letters : This  by  no  means  omit.  At  Shene  29 
Oct,  in  the  7th  year  of  our  reign. 

L.G. 

“1 41 4.— Parliamentary  Chronicle.  — From  Gods  Arhe 
Overtopping  the  Wojdds  Waves,  the  third  part  of  Vicars’ 
Parliamentary  Chronicle,  a publication  very  strongly  supporting 
the  proceedings  of  the  Parliament  against  the  King,  1646. 
The  extracts  here  given  belong  to  the  year  1644. 

Secondly,  [I  desire  the  reader  to  remember]  the  reducing  of  Croyland, 
which  is  a place  strong  by  scituation,  and  which  had  a professed  Papist 
for  its  Governour  ; which  how  dangerous  it  was  to  some  parts  of  this 
association,  and  to  the  neighbouring  parts  of  Lincolnshire,  Nottinghamshire, 
and  Hunting domhire,  is  well  known  to  those  that  were  subject  to  their 
daily  plunderings  and  piilagings.  P.  132. 

The  fourth  and  last  part  of  Vicars’  Chronicle  has  the  title  of 
The  Burning-Bush  not  Consumed.  In  it  are  some  passages 
relating  to  the  Fen  district. 

About  the  10  of  this  instant  [Dec.  1664],  wee  were  credibly  assured  by 
Letters  out  of  Lincolnshire,  that  a brave  Party  of  the  Parliaments  forces 
in  those  parts,  led  by  valiant  and  virtuous  Colonell  Rainshorough,  under 
the  Command  of  the  Earl  of  Manchester,  having  much  battered  Crowland 
with  the  Ordnance  which  they  brought  by  Water  in  long  Boats  against  it, 
the  Enemy,  at  last,  was  forced  to  a parley,  which  was  assented  to,  upon 
the  conclusion  whereof,  it  was  agreed  by  both  parties,  that  the  Enemies 
forces  should  march  out  of  the  Town,  the  Commanders  and  Officers  with 
their  Swords  and  Pistols,  but  the  common  Sowldiers  to  leave  all  their 
Armes  behinde  them,  as  also  all  the  Ordnance  and  Ammunition  therein  to 
bee  left  for  the  Parliaments  use,  which  accordingly  was  performed ; and 
thus  this  place  of  so  great  concernment,  that  at  this  time  many  hundred, 
by  Land  and  by  Water,  were  fain  to  be  Imployed  against  only  a few  men 
within  it,  and  yet  receiving  many  checks  and  affronts  many  times  by  sallies 
out  of  the  Town ; was  now  thus  at  last  surrendred  again  into  the 
Parliaments  possession.  This  Town  had  been  twice  lost  and  recovered 
by  us,  which  had  it  not,  now,  might  have  proved  a kinde  of  scurvey 
DunhirTi  to  the  Parliament,  both  by  land  and  water  too,  had  the  Enemy 
continued  in  it,  and  thereby  better  manned  and  fortified  it,  as  they  might 
and  would  have  done,  had  they  not  so  soon  been  thus  beaten  out  of  it.  P.  76. 

At  pp.  79,  80,  is  a lengthy  account  of  a “crafty  contrive- 
ment  ” by  which  it  was  hoped  to  surprise  the  town  of  Lynn, 
and  reduce  it  to  the  King’s  party  ; Roger  le  Strange,  third  son 
of  Sir  Hamond  le  Strange,  and  Captain  Thomas  Lemon,  were 
in  the  plot,  but  it  was  betrayed  by  the  latter  ; the  former  was 
apprehended  and  sent  to  London,  and  there  committed  to  safe 
custody.  The  copy  of  the  commission,  under  which  he 
professed  to  be  acting  is  given  at  full.  P.  81. 
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Charles  Rex. 

Wee  having  received  from  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Roger 
le  Strange,  declarations  of  the  good  affection  of  divers  of  our  well-affected 
Subjects  of  our  County  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  and  particularly  of  our 
Town  of  Lyn,  as  also  some  overtures  concerning  the  reducing  of  our 
said  Town  of  Lyn,  Wee  have  thought  fit  forthwith  to  return  our  Royall 
thanks  unto  our  said  well-affected  Subjects ; and  particularly  to  give 
our  said  trusty  and  well-beloved  Roger  le  Strange,  these  encouragements 
to  proceed  in  our  service,  principally  in  the  work  of  reducing  the  said  Town 
of  Lyn. 

1.  That  in  case  that  attempt  shal  bee  gone  through  withall,  hee  the 
said  Roger  le  Strange  shall  have  the  Government  of  the  place. 

2.  That  what  engagement  shall  bee  made  unto  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  place  or  any  other  person  capable  of  contributing  effectually  to  that 
service,  by  way  of  reward,  either  in  employment  in  his  Majesties  Navy  or 
Forts,  or  Money,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  5000  pounds,  the  service  being 
performed,  shall  bee  punctually  made  good  unto  them. 

3.  That  they  shall  in  this  work  receive  what  assistance  may  bee  given 
them  from  any  of  our  neerest  Garrisons. 

And  lastly,  that  when  ever  our  said  Town  shall  bee  reduced  unto  our 
obedience.  Wee  shall  forthwith  send  thither  such  a considerable  power,  as 
shall  be  sufficient  to  relei ve  and  preserve  them.  Wee  being,  at  present,  even 
without  this,  fully  resolved  to  send  a considerable  power  to  encourage  our 
faithful!  Subjects  in  those  parts,  and  to  regain  our  rights  and  interests 
therein. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  Oxford,  this 
28  of  November,  1644. 

By  his  Majesties  Command 

George  Digby. 

Other  quotations  from  Vicars’  Parliamentary  Chronicle  have 
been  previously  given. 

1415.— Bartholomew  Act  at  Peterborough,  1662.— 

The  Act  of  Uniformity  of  14  Charles  II.,  sometimes  called 
the  Bartholome'w  Act,  provided  that  all  persons  holding 
ecclesiastical  preferment  should  publicly  read  the  prayers  as 
set  forth  in  the  amended  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and  declare 
their  assent  and  consent  to  the  contents  of  the  book,  or  be 
ejected  from  their  benefices,  by  S.  Bartholomev^’s  Day,  1662. 
The  Dean  and  Prebendaries  of  Peterborough  had  been  unable 
to  comply  with  these  directions  ; and  there  is  extant  a docu- 
ment sealed  and  signed  in  the  margin  “B.  Peterb.,”  that  is, 
Benjamin  Laney,  Bishop  of  Peterborough,  allowing  the 
reasonableness  of  their  excuse  for  non-compliance.  It  is 
endorsed ; — 


Boston  and  Neighbouehood,  A.D.  1400.  35 1 

My  Ld  BPP  Declaration 
of  impediment  for  y®  Dean 
& Prebendaries  not  reading 
the  Services  according  to  the  Act 
1662 

After  setting  forth  the  obligations  of  the  Act,  the  paper 
proceeds : — 

And  for  as  much  as  y®  book  of  common  prayer  appointed  by  y®  said 
Act  to  be  read ; could  not  be  gotten  by  y®  dean  & Prebendaries  of  y® 
Cathedrall  Church  of  Peterborough  (so  as  they  might  read  the  same  in 
y®  said  Cathedrall)  before  y®  seventeenth  of  this  Instant  August,  being  y® 
Sunday  Immediately  preceding  y®  feast  of  S^  Bartolmew  upon  which  day 
it  is  not  possible  that  all  y®  members  of  y®  said  Cathedrall  should  read  y® 
said  Service  in  manner  and  forme  as  by  y®  Act  directed  : Wee  doe  there- 
fore by  y®  power  given  unto  us  by  y®  said  Act,  allowe  & ap{)rove  of  y®  said 
Impediment : And  doe  hereby  declare  it  so  to  be  for  y®  reading  y®  said 
Service  as  directed,  and  declaring  of  their  consents  as  required  by  y® 
said  Act. 

1416.~Boston  and  Neighbourhood,  A.D.  1400.  — A 

Second  Master  of  Boston  Grammar  School,  J.  Martin,  published 
1833  a Tale  “ illustrative  of  the  ancient  state  of  Boston”  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  It  is  quite  short,  the  story  itself 
containing  less  than  100  small  pages  ; but  the  descriptions  of 
the  town  and  neighbourhood  make  it  well  worth  reading.  The 
I'd,  May  Fair,  Four  Centuries  ago;  the  action  commences 
with  the  Boston  May  Fair  of  the  year  1400,  which  ‘ ‘ was  long 
remembered  by  the  inhabitants,  for  its  extraordinary  display 
and  variety  of  merchandise,  for  the  unusually  great  influx  of 
strangers,  and  for  the  remarkable  incidents  which  occurred 
during  the  fourteen  days  of  its  continuance.” 

The  author,  in  his  introduction,  attributes  the  prosperity  of 
the  town,  called  by  him  “the  Metropolis  of  the  Fens,”  to  the 
wealth,  intelligence,  and  commercial  activity  of  the  Hanse  and 
Florentine  merchants. 

The  following  notice  of  the  chief  families  resident  in  the 
neighbourhood  will  be  read  with  some  interest. 

At  the  time  above  specified  [A.D.  1400],  there  were  many  gentlemen 
of  rank  and  fortune  resident  in  and  near  Boston.  On  the  site  of  Hussey 
Tower,  which  is  an  erection  of  ulterior  date,  stood  a gothic  tower  of  free- 
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stone,  which,  with  other  extensive  buildings  around  it,  was  the  baronial 
residence  of  the  Lords  of  Hussey,  an  illustrious  family,  who  had  distinguished 
themselves  in  former  reigns  both  in  the  field  and  the  cabinet. 

The  Tilney  family  possessed  a stately  mansion  on  the  west  side  of 
Wide  Bargate,  which  was  then  inhabited  by  Sir  Frederick  de  Tilney,  a 
testy  veteran,  supposed  to  be  no  friend  to  the  new  King  Henry  IVth,  who 
had  recently  snatched  the  diadem  from  the  unsteady  brow  of  his  weak 
kinsman,  Richard  Ilnd.  The  members  of  this  family  appear  to  have  been 
most  munificent  patrons  of  religious  houses. 

The  Rochford  family  then  resided  on  the  spot,  where  a tower  of  later 
date  still  retains  their  name. 

Sir  Simon  de  Tudenham  had  a house  and  oflaces  near  the  present 
Vauxhall ; and  Sir  Alan  de  Seldich  another,  adjoining  the  Carmelite  Priory 
in  West-street.  In  short,  there  was  scarcely  a village  in  the  neighbourhood, 
which  had  not  a knight  or  noble  for  its  resident  lord-paramount.  At 
Tattershall,  for  instance,  resided  Ralph  Lord  Cromwell ; and  at  Bolingbroke 
was  a strong  and  noble  castle,  belonging  to  the  house  of  Lancaster  where 
Henry  IVth  was  born,  and  from  which  he  derived  his  name  of 
Bolingbroke. 

Among  the  characters  in  the  story  is  John  de  Holland,  who 
was  steward  to  the  Earl  of  Kent,  and  who  had  acquired  the 
nick-name  of  the  “ Wild  Boar  of  the  Fens,’'  the  explanation 
of  which  nick-name  is  given  by  a monk  in  not  very  complimen- 
tary terms — 

....  well  does  he  deserve  his  name,  for  he  is  dreaded  by  all  the 
country-side,  and  with  good  reason.  Having  charge  of  the  manors  of 
Donnington,  Holbeach,  and  Moulton,  and  very  extensive  estates,  belonging 
to  his  master,  in  the  Holland  and  Deeping  Fens,  his  power  is  absolute, 
none  daring  to  oppose  him.  If  any  one  is  so  unfortunate  as  to  offend  him, 
he  quickly  finds  some  pretext  to  strip  his  victim  of  his  property  and  liberty, 
if  not  of  his  life,  and  being  in  the  commission  of  the  peace,  he  will  do  all 
this  under  the  guise  of  law,  and  consequently  with  impunity.  It  is  thought 
that  the  proscribed  Earl  is  now  concealed  in  some  of  the  Fen  Towers,  of 
course  with  the  privity  of  De  Holland,  who  however  pretends  to  be 
enthusiastically  loyal  to  the  lord  of  the  ascendant,  Bolingbroke.  One  thing 
is  certain,  that  though  he  is  diligent  in  the  prosecution  of  other  felons,  he 
keeps  a powerful  gang  of  his  own  in  the  Deeping  Fen,  who  not  only 
plunder  and  murder  travellers,  but  at  times  invade  farms  and  private 
houses,  stripping  them  of  all  that  is  worth  carrying  away,  and  these  crimes 
they  commit  with  impunity,  because  they  pay  to  John  de  Holland  a large 
share  of  their  gleanings. 


1 41 7— Peterborough  Cathedral  Registers.— Most  of  the 
following  extracts  were  taken  merely  for  the  sake  of  the  dates 
connected  with  members  of  the  Cathedral  foundation  ; a few 
only  of  other  interesting  entries  are  copied  verbatim,  and  these 
will  be  easily  identified. 
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From  Baptisms  ; — 

1648  28  Apr.  Anthonie  the  sonne  of  William  Parker  was  Baptiz’d 
28°.  of  Aprill  in  his  own  house,  after  the  new  way  by 
Richeson  Minister  of  Bottlebridge  haveing  neither  Godfathers, 
nor  Godmothers : 1648, 

1673  Sep.  Thomas  Son  of  M*"  Smith  Master  of  y®  Free-Schoole. 

1677  17  May  Elizabeth  his  dan. 

1686  7 Sep.  William  son  of  M^  Wareing  Mast’’  of  y®  Free  School. 
(Afterwards  spelt  Waringr.  Other  children  baptised  were  ; 
Richard,  26  June,  1688  ; John,  13  Feb.,  1689  ; Francis,  19  May, 
1692 ; George,  13  Oct,  1693  ; Margaretta,  22  Sep.,  1699  ; and  the 
two  following  : — ) 

1693  6 Feb.  Edmund  y®  Son  of  M^  Waring  was  baptized  y®  6tii  of  Feb  ; 
Charles  y®  Son  of  M’’  Waring  Schoolmaster  was  baptiz’d  Feb. 

ye  gth 

Edm.  was  y®  youngest  son  & was  design’d  to  be  named  Charles, 
but  by  mistake  of  y®  midwife  was  1®^^  offerd  at  y®  Font  & 
named  Edmund 

Gul.  Waring  Prsecentor. 

(There  seems  some  mistake  in  the  year.) 

1686  1 Mar.  John  son  of  Charles  Orme  Esq^. 

1702  27  May.  Charles,  son  of  Ric.  Reynolds,  LL.D.,  by  Sarah  dau,  of 

the  Bishop.  (Also  William,  bapt.  30  Sep.  1703 ; Anthony, 
8 Feb,  1706  ; Thomas,  2 June,  1706.) 

8 Sep.  Ann,  dau,  of  Ric.  Cumberland,  Preb,  (Also  Richard, 
8 Sep.,  1703 ; and  Elizabeth,  18  Aug.,  1704.) 

1705  17  May  John,  son  of  John  Barber,  A.B.,  Minor  Canon,  and 
Sarah. 

From  Marriages 

1686  20  Aug.  M’’  Wareing  Masf  of  y®  Free-School  & Mi's  Susan  Ross 
by  Mr  Roos  (sic ). 

1697  7 Oct.  Mr  Thomas  Ball,  Rector  of  Gretford  in  y®  County  of 
Lincoln  was  married  to  Madam  Ann  Cumberland  by  y®  Bishop 
himself. 

1699  26  Oct,  Richard  Church,  Minor  Canon,  and  Mr®.  Dorothy  Dilling- 
ham “of  the  Town.” 

19  Nov.  Jonathan  Palmes,  Wool-comber  (married),  and  in  1700, 
John  Bass,  woolcomber,  “ of  the  Minster.” 

(For  notes  on  the  Woolcombers  in  Peterborough,  see  Vol.  IV, 
pp,  117,  163.) 

1703  7 Jan.  John  Waring  Clerk  Schoolmaster  of  Spalding  & Mrs  Mary 

Standish  of  y®  Minster. 

1711  7 July  John  Sherwood  a Negro  3 foot  high  & Margaret  Steward 
2 foot  & a half  high. 

1716  20  Nov.  James  Hawkins,  Organist,  and  Hannah  Wells. 

1718  13  Apr.  Mr  David  Standish,  Rector  of  Woodston,  & Elizabeth 
Dewse, 

1731  21  Feb.  White  Kennet  Mary  Deepup. 

1736  Lie.  Frederick  Williams,  A.M.,  of  Long  Sutton  in  the  County  of 
Lincoln,  and  Mr®.  Mary  Clavering,  Eldest  Daughter  of  Robert 
Lord  Bishop  of  Peterborough. 
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From  Burials  : — 


1625 


1628 


1629 

1630 

1631 

1633 

1638 

1648 

1666 


1667 

1671 

1673 

1674 
1676 
1676 

1679 

1680 
1681 


1682 


1683 

1687 

1691 

1696 

1697 
1701 

1709 

1713 

1719 


6 May  Roger  Brisco  Peticannon  of  this  Church  was  buried  in 
the  body  of  the  Church  on  fryday  bing  ( sic ) the  vi  day  of  May 
1626. 

30  Dec.  Rob^  Thurlby  Schoolemaster  & vicker  of  Peterborough 
departed  this  lyffe  the  29th  of  December,  aboute  7 att  Even 
& was  buried  the  next  day  being  ye  30th  of  y®  same  1628. 

26  July  Thos.  Dove,  Archdeacon. 

30  Aug.  Bishop  Dove. 

17  Aug.  M^  John  Anger,  D,  C.  L.  and  Preb. 

16  Dec.  John  Mudd,  Organist. 

3 Apr.  William  Grimbold,  Petticanon. 

9 Apr.  Bishop  Dee  “ very  neere  to  his  throne.” 

22  Oct.  Anthony  Greene  subtresorer  & Peticanon. 

11  Jan.  Bishop  Towers. 

29  Feb.  Dr.  Thomas  Wright,  departed  this  life,  the  17^^  day  of 
February.  1666.  and  was  buryed  the  29^^ : in  the  Muncks 
Churchyard  neere  ye  Grave  of  Dr  Pockington  (sic ) his  Wives 
Father. 

11  June  Mr  Humfrey  Austin  Petticanon  and  Chanter  died. 

3 Mar.  Humfry  Orme  Esqr  was  buried  in  ye  New  Building. 

29  Dec.  Mr  Gregory  one  of  ye  Petticannons  met  w^^  an  untimely 
death. 

26  Mar,  Mr  Francis  Orme  was  buried  ...  in  ye  new  building. 

16  Apr.  Mary  y®  widdow  of  Humfrey  Ormes  Esqr. 

7 Dec.  Mr  David  Standish,  Organist. 

16  July  Dean  Duport. 

14  Sep.  Mr  Geo ; Gascoin,  Vicar  & Petty  Canon. 

17  Nov.  Godfrey  Brimble,  Petticanon. 

“Two  Persons  Prisoners  died  out  of  y®  Jayle  w^Mn  10  dayes  of 
one  Another.” 

6 Jan.  Mr  John  Wildbore,  Petticanon. 

7 Feb.  Mrs  Wildbore  widdow  to  Mr  James  Wildbore  sometime 
Mastr  of  y®  Free  Schoole. 

16  Feb.  Austin  & Edward  Wildbore  sons  of  y®  s<i  Mrs  Wildbore, 
died  both  at  y®  same  time  of  y®  Small  Pox,  & were  buried  in  y® 
same  Grave. 

4 Feb.  Mrs  Emry  one  of  y®  Daughtrs  of  Dr  Towers  sometime  Bp. 
of  this  place. 

9 July  Mr  Bifeild  one  of  y®  Pety  Canons  of  the  Cathedral  &; 
Rector  of  Allerton  [Alwalton]. 

27  Sep.  Charles  Orme,  Esqr. 

11  Feb.  Mr  Watson,  Petticanon. 

25  Nov.  Mr  Francis  Standish,  Chanter. 

8 Dec.  Jasper  Thomson,  Dr  of  Physick,  was  buryed  in  Monks 
Church-yard. 

28  Feb.  Mrs  Frances  Orme  Daughter  of  Cha : Orme  Esqr  buried 
in  y®  new  building. 

14  July  Roger  Standish,  Organist,  “ in  North  Cross-Isle.” 

6 Sep.  John  Balderston,  S.T.P.,  Master  of  Emmanuel  & Preb. 
“ behind  y®  Altar.” 
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1720  14  June  M”  Mary  Orme,  brought  from  London,  buried  in  y® 
New-building. 

26  Oct.  David  Standish,  A.M.,  Head-Schoolmaster,  Minor  Canon, 
& Rector  of  Woodston,  buried  in  y®  South  Cross-Isle. 

10  Nov.  Francis  Standish,  one  of  y®  Beads-men,  buried  in 
Monke’s  Church-yard. 

1722  27  Dec.  William,  son  of  Francis  Waring,  “ buryd  nere  y®  Steps 
to  y®  Organ  Loft.” 

1726  16  Aug.  William  Waring,  A.M.,  Prsecentor  of  the  Church  & Vicar 
of  John  Baptist  was  buried  near  y®  Organ-Stairs. 

1739  6 July  M^  Charles  Orme. 

1740  11  May  White  Kennet  Preb. 

24  July  Dean  Lockier. 

26  July  Joseph  Sparke,  Minor  Canon. 

1741  4 June  M^s  Orme,  Relict  of  Mr  Charles  Orme. 

1746  16  Sep.  D^  Fred’^  Williams. 

1747  26  July  Bishop  Clavering. 

1760  7 Oct.  Mr  James  Hawkins,  Organist. 

Ed. 

1418.-Three  Old  Doddington  Wills.  — The  Latin 
originals  of  these  wills,  which  are  in  the  Bishop’s  Eegistry, 
at  Ely,  are  printed  in  Gibbons’  Ely  Episcopal  Becords. 
Abstracts  in  English  are  here  submitted. 

(I) 

Will  of  John  Hale,  Rector  of  Dodington.  To  be  buried  in 
the  Church  of  S.  Edward  the  Martyr  at  Cambridge.  For  tithes 
forgotten  12^Z.  To  the  Friars  Minor  of  Cambridge,  for  a 
trental,  10s.  To  the  Carmelite  Brothers  there,  and  to  the 
Austin  Friars,  and  to  the  Preachers,  each  10s.  To  Dodington 
Church  20s.  For  my  burial  before  the  high  altar  of 

S.  Edward’s,  sum  not  named.  To  be  distributed  among 
the  poor  on  the  30th  day  after  my  death  2s.  6d.  in  bread 
and  beer.  My  blue  (blodiam ) coat  with  hood  to  my  kinswoman 
Margaret  Fernoth  who  lives  with  my  father.  My  animals  and 
other  goods  to  the  disposal  of  my  executors.  To  the  fabric  of 
the  Church  of  S.  Andrew  at  Cambridge  outside  Barnwell  Yates 
6s.  8(^. 

Exors.,  my  father  Henry  Hale,  Thomas  Stoile,  John 
Thorner,  Thomas  Asty,  Thomas  Bury. 
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Witnesses,  William  Millyngton,  John  Gildern,  John  Ward, 
Stephen  Clerke. 

Dated,  8 June,  1458  ; proved  14  July,  1458. 

(II) 

Will  of  Geoffry  Tomson,  of  Dodyngton.  In  will  said  to  be 
of  Wimblyngton.  To  be  buried  in  churchyard  of  S.  Mary  at 
Dodyngton.  For  my  mortuary  what  is  just.  To  the  high 
altar  12d.  To  the  repairs  of  Dodyngton  Church  12d.  The 
rest  of  my  goods  to  the  disposal  of  my  executors.,  who  are  to 
dispose  of  them  for  the  health  of  my  soul  as  they  will  answer 
before  the  Supreme  Judge. 

Exors.,  my  father  John  Tomson,  and  my  brother  John 
Tomson. 

Witnesses,  John  Stanke,  William  Umfrey,  Thomas  Boune, 
and  others. 

Dated,  12  April,  1490 ; proved  22  May,  1490. 

(III) 

Will  of  William  Stanbrighe,  of  Dodyngton.  To  be  buried  in 
the  churchyard  of  Dodyngton.  For  my  mortuary  what  is  just. 
To  the  high  altar  12<^.  To  the  painting  (pictioni)  of  the 
tabernacle  of  S.  Mary  of  Pity  20<^.  To  the  other  tabernacle 
of  S.  Mary  20^.  To  the  repairs  of  the  bells  3s.  M.  To  the 
fabric  6s.  Sd.  To  the  construction  of  a cross  near  the  house 
of  Lewis  Coveney  3s.  4:d.  To  the  repairs  of  the  roads  20(?. 
To  my  cousin  Alice  Stanbrighe  6s.  Sd.,  at  her  own  disposal  at 
age  of  sixteen  ; if  it  should  happen  that  she  dies  before  that 
age,  then  for  the  health  of  my  soul.  To  the  gild  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  two  pounds  of  wax.  The  rest  of  my  goods  to  the 
disposal  of  my  executors. 

Exors.,  Robert  More,  William  Grey. 

Witnesses,  William  Mey,  Peter  Howse,  John  Heklyng,  and 
others. 

Dated,  20  March,  1489  ; proved  24  April,  1490.  - 


' Fop  the  Genealogist 


A N C E S T R A 1.  T A E L-  E X S 

A Collection  of  Diagrams  for  Pedigrees 

BY  WILLIAM  H.  WHITMOEE,  A.M. 

Eighth  Edition.  Royal  4to.  Quarter  Roxburgh  gilt,  gs.  6d,  net,  post  free. 
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handled.  As  an  American  critic  of  the  first  edition  truly  remarks — ‘ No  one  with  the 
least  bent  for  genealogical  research  ever  examined  this  ingeniously  compact  substitute 
for  the  family  tie  without  longing  to  own  it  ’ "—Beliquary. 
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To  Subscribers. 

Fen  land  Notes  & Queries. 


The  Publisher  begs  to  apologize  for  the  late  appearance  of 
“ Feniand  Notes  and  Queries”  for  October.  The  delay  has 
been  incurred  in  order  that  the  Index  to  the  present  Volume 
might  be  prepared,  and  sent  to  Subscribers  with  Part  83, 
WHICH  COMPLETES  THE  SEVENTH  VoLUME,  AND  TWENTY-FIRST 
YEAR  OP  PUBLICATION. 

The  Journal  has,  since  its  commencement,  been  carried  on 
entirely  at  the  risk  of  the  Publisher,  who  regrets  to  say  that,  a 
combination  of  circumstances  render  it  desirable,  with  this 
completion  of  VoL  VII.,  to  discontinue,  its  further  publication, 
for  the  present  at  any  rate. 

One  reason  for  this,  and  by  no  means  the  least,  is  the 
resignation  (as  announced  on  page  385),  solely  on  account  of 
advancing  age,  of  the  Editor,  who  for  the  past  eighteen  years 
has  so  ably  conducted  the  literary  part  of  the  work  ; and  the 
difficulty  there  might  be  in  finding,  a new  Editor,  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  the  Fen  district,  who  could  devote  the  necessary 
time  to  the  work.  There  are  also  other  reasons  which  need 
not  be  detailed. 

. The  Publisher  therefore  takes  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
all  who  have  taken  an  interest  in  the  Magazine — Editors, 
Contributors,  . and  Subscribers — for  their  assistance  ; and  at 
the  same  time  to  express  a hope  that  at  no  distant  date 
‘‘Fenland  Notes  and  Queries”  may  re-appear,  under  the 
auspices  of  some  learned  Society,  or  private  individual. 

October,  1909. 


^ • ' ' • . 

Binding, — Vol.  VII.  can  be  bound  to  match  previous 
Volumes  (if  sent  to  the  Publisher  without  delay),  for  3/6, 
postage  6d.,  foreign  l/“. 


Complete  sets  of  Volumes,  I.  to  VII.,  or  single  Volumes, 
bound  or  unbound,  at  15/-  per  Volume  ; or  single  Parts  at  1/6, 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher,  Geo.  C.  Cast-ep,,  Market 
Place,  Peterborough,  in  whom  the  Copyright  of  the  Magazine 
is  vested.  ' - ■ 


IRotices  of  Bool?0,  &c 


In  the  current  part  of  Miscellanea  Genealogica  et  Heraldica, 
Vol.  III.,  Part  vii.,  are  two  articles  that  contain  matter  of  much  interest 
to  inhabitants  of  the  Fenland  ; viz,,  “ A Tentative  Pedigree  of  the  Family 
of  Everard,  Evered,  Everyd,  Everett,  Everitt  of  Kesteven  and  South 
Holland,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln  and  the  “ Pedigree  of  Death  of 
Stamford.”  In  the  former  article,  besides  many  places  that  are  close  upon 
our  borders,  the  following  Fen  places  occur  :—Digby,  Gosberton,  Great 
Hale,  Heckington,  Lincoln,  Pickworth,  Quadring,  Sleaford,  Walcot. 
While  the  latter  article  supplements  Canon  Maddison’s  Pedigree  of  the 
Death  Family,  published  by  him  for  the  Harleian  Society. 

Dr.  Nelson,  who  is  preparing  a work  upon  Ancient  Stained 
Glass  in  England  from  1150  to  1500,  would  be  glad  to  receive  any 
information  in  regard  to  churches  containing  glass  of  that  period.  He 
desires  to  make  the  work  as  complete  as  possible,  and  it  is  hoped  that  all 
who  can  assist  will  do  so,  by  affording  such  help  as  lies  in  their  power. 
Communications  should  be  addressed  to  Dr.  P.  Nelson,  “ Beechwood,” 
Allerton,  Liverpool. 

Eeceived  since  June,  1909  : — Notes  and  Queries  for  Somerset 

and  Dorset,  86,  87;  The  Virginia  Magazine,  xvii,,  3;  Lincolnshire  Notes  and 
Queries,  83  ; The  Naturalist,  630,  631,  632,  633  ; Berks,  Bucks,  and  Oxon 
Archceological  Journal,  xv,,  2 ; The  Rutland  Magazine,  iv.,  3 ; Wiltshire 
Notes  and  Queries,  66;  Miscellanea  Genealogica  et  Heraldica,  4th  S.,  iii.,  7; 
Wiltshire  Notes  and  Queries,  67. 


THE  RUTLAND  MAGAZINE 

AND  COUNTY  HISTOEICAL  EECOBD. 

An  Illustrated  Quarterly  Journal,  devoted  to  the  History,  Antiquities, 
Biography,  Dialect,  Folk-Lore,  Legend,  Genealogy,  Topography,  Natural 
History,  etc.,  of  the  County  of  Eutland.  Edited  by  G.  Phillips. 

Published  on  the  15th  of  Jan.,  April,  July,  and  Oct.  Price  1/6.  Post 
free,  1/8.  Annual  Subscription,  payable  in  advance,  6/-,  post  free. 


All  communications  to  be  addressed  to  G.  Phillips,  The  Library,  Oakham. 
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AND  THE  JURISDICTION 

OF  THE  JUSTICES  OF  GAOL  DELIVERY  FOR 

®f)e  ^unUreH  of  Ka!S0at)ursiD»  | 

By  LOUIS  B.  GACHES,  LL.M.,  B.A.,  of  the  Honorable  Society  of  v 
the  Inner  Temple.  | 

With  copy  of  Abbot’s  Seal,  Map  showing  the  Eight  Hundreds,  and  copy  of  ’ 
plan,  dated  1676,  showing  position  of  the  Old  Gallows  at  Peterborough. 

Reprinted  (with  additions)  from  ''•  Fenland  Notes  and  Queries^"' 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  PREFACE. 


The  territorial  criminal  jurisdiction  of  a Saxon  Abbot  which  has  j 

survived  the  Conquest  and  the  Reformation  is  worthy  of  the  ' 

attention  of  the  magistrate,  the  lawyer,  and  the  layman.  The  records  of  i. 
seven  centuries  are  available  to  illustrate  the  history  of  the  Monastery  of  j 
Peterborough,  the  administration  of  Justice  within  its  domain,  and  the  !| 

condition  of  the  inhabitants.  The  Liberty  of  Peterhorough  is  the  only  'j 

county  fra7ichise  which  excludes  the  authority  of  King  Edwawd  VIPs.  | 
Justices  of  Gaol  Delivery.  | 


It  is  to  explain  the  origin  of  the  authority  of  the  Justices  of  the  f 
Liberty  to  deliver  the  prisoners  in  its  gaol;  the  royal  charters  from  which 
that  authority  springs;  and  the  King’s  commissions,  by  virtue  of  which  it  | 
is  now  exercised,  that  a short  history  of  this  remarkable  jurisdiction  is  i 
published. 

Demy  8vo.,  xvi.  pp,  and  72  pp.  Cloth,  Price  2/6  net.  Postage,  4d.  , 

Peterboeough  : GEO,  C.  CASTER,  Market  Place.  q \ 


GUNTON’S  HISTORY  OF  THE  CHURCH 
OF  PETERBOROUGH, 

Old  calf,  perfect,  and  in  excellent  condition,  with  bookplate  of 
Richard  Prime.  Published  1686.  Price  30/-. 

GEO.  C.  CASTER,  Boohseller,  Peterborough.  q. 


THE  HISTORY- OF  THORNEY  ABBEY, 

By  the  Rev.  B.  H.  Warner,  M.A.,  with  cop)y  of  the  Baptismal  Register 
of  the  French  Colony,  1658 — 1724,  with  book  plate  of  Charles  T.  Hebbert. 

Demy  8vo.,  half  morocco,  10/6. 

GEO.  C.  CASTER,  BOOKSELLER,  PETERBOROUGH. 


THE  NATURALIST, 

A MONTHLY  ILLUSTRATED  JOURNAL  OF  NATURAL  HISTORY, 

^ T.  SHEPPARD,  F.G.S  , The  Museum,  Hull;  and 
Editors  ^ WOODHBAD,  F.L.S.,  Technical  College.  Huddersfield; 

With  the  Assistance  as  Referees  in  Special  Departments  of 

J.  Gilbekt  Baker,  F.R.S.,  F.L.S.,  Prof.  P.  F.  Kendall,  M.Sc.,  F.G.S., 

T.  H.  Nelson,  Geo.  T.  Porritt,  F.L.S.,  F.B.S.,  John  W.  Taylor. 

William  West,  F.L.S. 

THE  NATURALIST  is  the  oldest  Scientific  Periodical  in  the  British  Isles,  dating  back 
to  1833.  It  has  thus  existed  for  well  upwards  of  70  years — a fact  that  speaks  con- 
vincingly of  the  continued  interest  and  practical  utility  which  have  invariably 
characterised  its  pages. 

THE  NATURALIST  to-day  numbers  amongst  its  contributors  many  leading  scienti^c 
writers,  whose  original  contributions  record  the  latest  results  of  their  work.  The 
Magazine  is  speciallv  devoted  to  papers  and  notes  bearing  upon  NATURAL 
HISTORY,  GEOLOGY,  and  PREHISTORIC  ARCHAEOLOGY.  Every  effort  is  also 
made  to  ensure  the  journal  being  of  the  greatest  value  to  Field  Naturalists,  no 
matter  in  which  branch  of  Natural  History  they  may  be  interested 

High-Class  Plates  and  Text  Illustrations  are  liberally  introduced. 

Price  6d.  net,  by  post  7d.  Annual  Subscription  6s.  6d.  post  free  1P1 

A.  BROWN  & SONS,  Ltd,,  Publishers,  Hull,  London,  and  York, 


OVERTON  WATERVILLE  MANOR  HOUSE. 

The  two  illustrations  of  the  above,  published  in  Fenland  Notes  and 
Queries  for  January,  1908,  have  been  reprinted  on  Art  boards,  and 
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1419.— Fen  Character. — I have  been  asked  whether  our 
Fenland  developes  any  special  type  of  character.  This  is  not 
a question  to  be  lightly  answered,  for,  no  doubt,  human  beings 
are  influenced  by  their  environment,  and  one  remembers 
Disraeli’s  remark  about  the  influence  of  ‘the  melancholy  ocean’ 
on  the  Irish  temperament.  But  personally  I never  have  been 
able  to  trace  any  peculiarities  in  the  fenman  which  one  could 
not  find  in  the  villager  in  other  counties,  in  parts  remote  from 
railways,  &c.  As  for  the  difference  between  Highlander  and 
Lowlander,  a great  deal  has  been  written  on  that  subject,  but 
it  has  generally  been  assumed  that  the  dwellers  in  the  hills  are 
simple,  virtuous,  honourable,  and  hardy,  whereas  the  men  of 
the  plains  are  refined,  effeminate,  and  full  of  the  vices  engen- 
dered by  wealth  ; and  this  view  is  treated  at  length  in  that 
unjustly  neglected  novel,  Anne  of  Geierstein,  where  Sir 
Walter,  with  his  head  full  of  his  beloved  Scotch  Highlanders, 
contrasts  the  simple  virtues  of  the  Swiss  Mountaineers  with 
the  luxurious  effeminacy  of  their  antagonists  from  the  plains. 
One  is  tempted  to  take  Here  ward  the  Wake  as  a typical  fen 
hero,  but  in  plain  truth  he  seems  merely  to  have  been  a clever 
guerilla  chief,  whose  operations  w’ere  greatly  assisted  by  the 
physical  conditions  of  the  watery  wilderness  which  he  had  to 
defend.  The  history  of  the  Netherlands  proves  that  intense 
patriotism,  courage,  and  simplicity  of  life  can  be  found  in  flat 
as  well  as  in  mountainous  regions,  and  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  modern  worship  of  high  places  is  of  peculiarly  recent 
growth.  Macaulay  notes  its  beginnings,  and  explains  how 
differently  the  Trosachs  are  regarded  by  tourists  in  our  peace- 
ful days  to  what  they  were  when  full  of  murderous  banditti ; 
but  the  high  priest  of  the  cult  of  high  places  is  Buskin,  and  I 
well  remember  how  at  Cambridge  it  was  regarded  as  eccentric, 
and  indeed  all  but  improper,  that  a man  should  pass  his  Long 
Vacation  anywhere  except  in  Switzerland.  I once  travelled  on 
the  railway  from  Cambridge  to  Ely  with  two  young  men  who 
spoke  to  each  other  of  the  ‘ deplorably  flat  country  ’ through 
which  they  were  passing,  and  it  struck  me  that  they  were 
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merely  echoing  what  they  had  been  taught  to  admire,  for 
people  do  not  complain  of  the  sea  because  it  is  flat,  and  to 
blame  the  fens  for  flatness  is  much  as  if  one  were  to  And  fault 
with  a horse  because  it  is  not  a cow. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  fens,  whether  in  England  or  in  the 
“ Low  Countries,  ” as  our  fathers  called  the  Netherlands,  are 
places  where  in  former  times  the  pulse  of  the  nation’s  life  beat 
more  strongly  than  among  desolate  inaccessible  hills ; the 
waterways  gave  an  ease  of  communication  which  was  invalu- 
able when  roads  were  bad  and  railways  unheard  of.  Oliver 
Goldsmith,  when  he  admired  Holland  and  contrasted  it 
with  the  ‘ horrid  wildernesses  ’ of  the  Alps,  merely 
expressed  the  truth  that  the  ease  of  communication,  due  to 
the  navigable  watercourses  and  canals,  had  made  Holland  the 
most  civilised  country  in  Europe  at  that  time,  and  we  must 
not  forget  that  there  were  no  comfortable  hotels  in  the  Alps  in 
Goldsmith’s  day.  So  also  our  Fen  rivers  brought  much  which 
it  would  have  been  almost  impossible  to  drag  along  mediaeval 
roads.  The  stone  of  which  the  churches  and  cathedrals  are 
built  all  came  by  water,  and  the  brass  which  still  exists  at 
Lynn,  showing  how  one  of  its  burgesses  feasted  Edward  III., 
proves  also  the  wealth  of  the  town  from  which  so  many  water- 
ways branched  forth.  The  larger  towns,  to  which  many  come 
and  go,  rub  off  angles  of  character,  and  though  in  remote 
villages  one  can  And  people  like  King  Gorboduc’s  hermit,  who 
had  never  seen  pen  and  ink,  yet  I never  could  trace  any  fenny 
peculiarities  in  their  ignorance.  The  peculiar  people  were  the 
watermen,  the  men  who  worked  the  “gangs  of  lighters”  as 
the  barges  are  still  called.  These  men  in  many  cases  had  no 
home,  but  slept  in  the  “lighter-men’s  room”  at  Denver  Sluice, 
or  sometimes  in  the  pumping  windmills  of  that  region.  I 
remember  when  first  I found  the  poker  chained  to  the  fireplace 
in  a riverside  public  house  frequented  by  lightermen,  jumping 
to  the  conclusion  that  this  was  to  prevent  its  being  used  as  a 
weapon,  but  I believe  it  was  only  to  prevent  its  being  stolen. 
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Their  costume,  too,  was  unlike  that  of  other  labourers,  being 
something  like  that  of  one  of  Eandolph  Caldecott’s  country- 
squires  ; the  sleeved  waistcoat,  gay  with  crimsom  or  dark  blue 
plush,  and  glass  buttons,  was  a piece  of  colour  that  one  met 
with  nowhere  else.  There  was  an  aristocracy  among  these 
men  ; the  ‘berthsmen,’  or  pilots,  who  took  command  of  a 
‘ gang  ’ during  the  voyage  on  tidal  water  from  Denver  Sluice 
to  Lynn  ; a most  difficult  and  even  dangerous  passage,  during 
which  everything  had  to  be  done  at  high  pressure  so  as  to 
waste  no  time,  as  the  tide  must  be  utilised  to  the  uttermost ; 
yet  the  getting  the  long  string  of  seven  or  eight  barges  safely 
through  the  narrow  arches  of  the  ricketty  old  wooden  bridges 
required  deliberate  careful  handling  to  avoid  a smash.  The 
old  barges  were  kept  working  till  they  were  worn  out,  and 
leaked  continually,  so  that  they  never  could  be  left  for  many 
hours  without  being  “scooped,”  that  is,  having  the  water 
thrown  out  of  them  with  a great  wooden  shovel.  And  the  men 
would  tell  one  of  strange  voyages  when  the  great  tub  in  the 
“fore-lighter”  was  full  of  salt  meat,  and  not  merely  used  to 
hold  the  sail  as  in  these  degenerate  days ; when  the  lightermen 
used  to  compare  their  salt  meat  with  that  eaten  on  the  colliers, 
and  declared  that  the  gentle  motion  of  the  lighter  made  the 
salt  work  into  the  meat  better  than  the  violent  plunging  of  the 
ship,  which  opened  the  pores  too  much.  I have  spoken  of 
“strange  ” voyages  ; yet  most  people  would  think  that  when 
once  the  cargo  was  transferred  from  the  ship  to  the  lighter,  all 
the  fun  was  over  ; but  it  was  not  so.  Sometimes  in  floods  the 
norses  were  drowned  in  swimming  across  ; sometimes  in  dry 
weather  the  “horse-boat,”  the  small  barge  in  which  horses 
were  ferried  over,  had  to  be  sunk  across  the  river,  and  arrange- 
ments made  with  tarpaulins  as  well,  to  hold  up  the  water 
before  the  lighters  could  float,  and  even  then  they  had  to  be 
dragged  along  separately  one  at  a time,  scraping  the  bottom 
all  the  way.  It  was  curious  to  see  that  these  men  seemed  to 
begin  to  work  when  other  labourers  left  off ; of  course  when  on 
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the  tidal  water  they  were  obliged  to  go  with  the  tide,  but  when 
taking  in  or  discharging  cargo,  they  could  only  start  when  the 
labourers  who  did  this  had  finished  their  work  ; till  then  the 
lightermen  would  loll  in  grandiose  indolence  on  the  well- 
polished  bench  outside  the  “Anchor”  or  the  “Pike  and  Eel,” 
and  only  bring  out  the  horses  about  sun-set,  and  start  on  their 
journey  when  other  people  were  thinking  of  supper  and  bed. 

Some  of  these  men  were  confirmed  poachers  : I remember  a 
curious  conversation  with  the  skipper  and  owner  of  a “gang” 
in  which  he  told  us  stories  which  made  me  continually  rub 
my  eyes  and  wonder  whether  I was  in  the  nineteenth  century. 
One  at  least  of  his  men  had  murdered  a game  keeper,  and  as 
the  gang  went  along  all  they  looked  for  was  to  see  how  the  fields 
were  ‘ bushed,  ’ so  as  they  should  know  how  to  draw  their  nets 
at  night.  And  as  soon  as  the  barges  brought  up  for  the  night, 
off  they  all  went,  and  were  seen  no  more  until  next  morning, 
too  tired  to  be  any  good.  I remember  his  telling  a ghastly 
story  about  a maid  servant  who  was  hung  in  chains  with  her 
heart  in  her  hand,  a thing  which  one  would  hardly  think 
possible  out  of  Ashanti  or  Dahomey.  But  I have  spoken  of 
people  hanging  in  chains  in  another  article  ; and  they  were  not 
peculiar  to  the  Fenland. 

The  bargees  are  the  only  class  of  men  who  are  found  in  the 
Fenland  and  nowhere  else,  for  the  canal-boat  people,  whom 
one  still  sees  on  a journey  between  London  and  Liverpool  by 
the  L.N.W.R.,  are  quite  different  people. 

And  the  bargees  of  the  Bedford  Level  are  no  longer  what 
they  once  were  : the  railways  have  taken  away  their  chief 
function.  One  can  no  longer  walk  the  entire  length  of  the 
“ Backs  of  the  Colleges  ” at  Cambridge  on  barges,  as  was  once 
possible.  Yet  when  one  sees  a wheat  field  in  the  Fens  being 
reaped  by  the  very  latest  machinery,  and  the  corn-sheaves  put 
on  board  a lighter  lying  in  the  river  beside  the  field,  one  feels 
that  water-carriage  will  still  hold  its  own,  even  though  the 
motive  power  may  be  a steam-tug  or  petrol  motor  instead 
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of  a horse : and  in  spite  of  tariffs  and  chemical  discoveries, 
the  black  Fen  earth  will  always  hold  its  own  as  incomparably 
the  best  of  all  wheat  growing  soils.  Seed  time  and  harvest 
will  never  cease ; and  the  vast  spaces,  the  wondrous  cloudscapes, 
the  peculiar  scents  of  the  Fens  will  always  have  an  especial 
charm  for  those  who  have  eyes  to  see,  and  can  appreciate  the 
quiet  beauty  of  such  a view  as  one  gets  from  the  hill  at  Ely, 
or  looking  south  from  Lincoln  Cathedral.  Nor  is  it  unprofit- 
able to  visit  such  a place  as  Soham,  for  example,  and  to  try  to 
reconstruct  the  life  of  the  place  in  the  time,  not  so  very 
long  ago,  when  the  little  open  space  at  the  end  of  the 
“ lode  ” was  all  that  the  railway  station  now  is,  and  when  the 
arrival  of  the  gang  of  barges  was  the  event  of  the  week.  For 
my  own  part  I have  found  that  there  is  no  part  of  England 
where  the  sun  shines  more  brightly  than  in  the  Fens,  which  I 
have  explored  so  thoroughly  ; and  when  I hear  people  speak 
of  the  country  as  uninteresting,  or  sneer  at  it  for  being  flat,  I no 
longer  lose  my  temper,  but  say  to  them  “ Go  your  way,  and 
let  me  go  mine,”  which  always  leads  down  past  Ely  to  the 
“ Ten  Mile,”  whence  one  can  go  to  scores  of  places,  all  full  of 
interest  to  me.  A.  Stewaet. 

1420.— Hunting  at  Yaxley,  1790. — In  the  Stamford 
Mercury  of  7 Jan.,  1791,  is  an  amusing  description  of  an 
incident  in  a run  with  the  hounds,  the  fox  being  at  last  killed 
in  Orton  churchyard. 

On  the  Friday  preceding  Christmas-day,  Lord  Fitzwilliam’s  hounds 
found  a fox  at  Yaxley  field  cover ; and  after  a chace  of  an  hour  and 
twenty  minutes  Eeynard  was  put  to  his  shifts: — He  came  nearly  in  a 
direct  course  from  Fletton  to  Orton,  and  then  leap’d  a wall  ten  feet  high 
into  Mr.  Chambers’s  garden,  where  he  made  a few  manoeuvres,  and  would 
have  introduced  himself  into  the  house  (the  front  door  being  open)  had  it 
no  (sic)  been  for  the  appearance  of  a maid  servant  who  was  standing 
there  : Taking  the  alarm,  he  got  into  the  farm-yard,  and,  by  help  of  some 
wood,  ascended  a straw  hovel  (26  yards  long)  at  the  end  of  which,  with 
great  exertion  in  a leap,  he  reached  the  barn,  and  for  some  time  eluded  the 
vigilance  of  both  men  and  dogs  ; he  was  at  length  perceived  laying  (sic) 
stretched  out  upon  the  slates,  from  whence  he  gained  the  ridge,  and  ran 
upon  it  to  it’s  extremity,  being  104  yards  in  one  continued  length,  and 
back  again,  the  hounds  viewing:,  running,  and  baying  him  all  the  time : 
From  the  building,  he  came  back  to  the  hovel,  and  made  an  effort  to  come 
down,  but  from  the  sight  of  the  numerous  horsemen,  (being  upwards  of 
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fourscore)  he  was  afraid  to  venture : Two  couple  of  hounds  now  got  upon 
the  hovel,  and  pressed  him  so  hard  as  to  oblige  him  to  releap  a chasm  of 
nine  feet  in  width  and  twelve  feet  from  the  ground,  to  attain  the  bam  a 
second  time ; one  hound  attempted  to  follow  him,  but  not  being  able  to 
compass  it,  fell  to  the  ground,  and  was  terribly  bruised.  He  ran  (to  use 
the  sportsman’s  phrase)  the  same  ground  over  again ; when  a boy  was  sent 
up,  who  got  astride  the  roof,  and  hitch’d  himself  along  till  he  came  to  the 
extremity  of  the  gable  ; the  fox  then  scuddled  round  the  boy,  regain’d  the 
roof,  and  in  a gallant  stile  (brush  up  !)  flew  to  the  other  extremity  of  the 
building,  where  he  descended  and  faced  his  enemies ; but  in  his  advance, 
though  in  consecrated  ground,  (viz.  the  church-yard)  fell  a victim  to  the 
unerring  pack. — It  was  26  minutes  from  his  entering  the  farm-yard  to  his 
death. 

1 421  .—Courts  Leet  and  Baron  of  the  Manor  of  Ramsey. 

— The  privilege  of  holding  a Court-Leet  is  conferred  by  grant 
of  the  King.  It  is  not  like  the  Court-Baron,  an  incident  of 
every  manor,  although  as  old  as  manorial  rights.  The  view 
of  Frank-pledge,  which  is  annexed  to  the  court,  supervised  the 
householders  of  the  tything  who  were  pledges  or  mutual  bail 
for  the  good  behaviour  of  each  other. 

The  leet- jury  consisted  of  twelve  free-tenants,  who  were 
summoned  to  attend  the  court  and  amerced  in  default.  They 
appointed  the  manorial  officers,  the  bailiff,  and  the  constables ; 
and  presented  common  nuisances,  such  as  obstructions  to 
highways,  diversion  of  water  courses,  and  pound-breaches ; 
whereas  the  free-tenants  or  the  homage  of  the  manor  and  the 
Steward  were  the  judges  of  the  Court-Baron,  and  dealt  with 
customs  relating  to  fines,  heriots,  and  the  regulation  of 
commons.  This  Court  was  originally  distinct  from  the  custo- 
mary Court  of  the  copyholders,  which  dealt  with  their  own 
concerns : but  the  practice  of  holding  these  courts  together 
was  general,  without  proper  distinction  of  their  functions,  and 
this  has  led  to  much  confusion.^ 

Henry  Cromwell,  of  Upwood,  became  Lord  of  the  Manor  of 
Ramsey  after  the  death  of  Sir  Oliver.  During  the  Common- 
wealth the  Court-roll  was  kept  in  English,  as  follows  : — 


* The  Leet.  being  a King’s  Court,  would  be  proclaimed  with  three  “ O yes,”  and  the 
Court-Baron  with  one.  The  Leet  enquired  of  many  offences  which  were  not  punish- 
able there. 
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Court  Eolls  of  Manor.  1657 — 1671. 

Eamsey.  The  Cort  of  Veiw  of  ffranck  pledge  & Co’^^  Barron 
of  Henry  Williams  otherwise  Cromwell  esq.  holden  there  the 
20*^  day  of  October  in  the  yeare  of  o^.  Lord  God  1659  before 
John  Heron  Esq^.  Steward  there. 

Defaulters  names— Thos  Cotton  barrt.  Richard  Draper  esq.  The  heires 
of  Thos.  Cromwell  esq.  and  all  tenants  of  this  manor  & owe  sute 
& service  to  this  Cort.  & have  at  this  day  made  default,  wherefore 
ev^y  one  is  amerced  as  appeareth  upon  their  heads  6<i. 

Essoynes.*  Jessie  Curby,  Tho  Tittmas,  Edw.  Bedford. 

Names  of  ye  f JefEry  Hawkins  foreman. 

Jury  sworn  \ 17 

/-I  i.  1-1  r Mark  Dodds 

Constables  (Robert  Lee. 

Lether  Sealersf  f Will  Coales 
sworn  \ John  Mease. 

. , , . 4.  f John  Constable 

Aletasterst  ( 

TT  A / Adam  Proud 

Heywards  | Andrew  Proud. 

The  jury  do  find  and  present  that  John  Triplett  and  Thomas  Lee  both 
customary  tenants  of  this  manor  have  deteyned  a surrender  of  a messuage 
in  the  High  Street  in  Ramsey  made  by  Thomas  and  Luke  Howson  to  John 
Howson  of  Peterborough,  from  the  6 of  December  1667  until  the  20  of 
October  1669  whereby  they  have  forfeited  all  their  coppyhold  land  & 
tenements  to  the  lord  of  the  manor. 

Entries  and  1 

A 1 > numerous. 

Admittances  J 

At  this  Court  it  was  found  and  presented  by  the  homage  that  John 
Knite  a customary  tenant  of  this  manor  out  of  Court  and  since  the  last 
Court  vizt  on  the  2^^  day  of  June  1669  did  surrender  into  the  hands  of  the 
Lord  by  the  hand  of  George  Harniss  & Stephen  Goslin  two  customarie 
tenants  one  messuage  or  tenement  w^ii  all  lotts  closes  or  comons  to  the 
same  belonging  to  the  use  of  him  the  s<i  John  & Mary  Michell  his  intended 
wife  for  & during  the  terme  of  their  naturall  lives  & the  life  of  the  longer 
liver  of  them  and  after  their  decease  to  the  heires  of  their  two  bodyes 
lawfully  to  be  begotten.  And  for  want  of  such  issue  to  the  right  heires 
of  the  s^i  John  for  ever. 

But  because  none  came  to  take  the  same  out  of  the  Lords  hands  & 
proclamation  was  made  & the  same  put  in  issues  6s.§ 

i.e.,  excused  for  non-appearance. 

t Statutes  of  the  reigns  of  Henry  VI.,  VII.,  and  VIII.  relate  to  the  sealing  of 
leather,  and  forfeiture  of  what  is  insufficiently  tanned  and  curried. 

I The  aletaster  was  sworn  to  look  after  the  assize  of  ale  and  to  inspect  measures  in 
alehouses.  “ Stone  jugs  and  no  sealed  quarts.  Present  her  at  the  leet.” — Taming  of 
the  Shrew. 

§ The  Court-roll  is  the  evidence  of  the  title  of  the  copyholders,  who  hold  according 
to  the  custom  of  the  manor.  Transfer  was  by  surrender  into  the  hands  of  the  lord  to 
the  use  of  the  new  tenant.  The  presentment  of  the  homage  verified  the  transfer.  The 
steward  enrolled  the  surrender  and  admitted  the  new  tenant. 
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PEESBNTMENTS. 

The  jury  aforesaid  upon  their  oathes  doe  present  W“  Hendre  baker 
for  not  keeping  the  assize  of  bread  and  have  amerced  him  & others  for  the  . 
like  ofiEence 6^* 

The  jury  aforesaid  doe  present  William  Shapey  for  not  selling  his 

beere  according  to  the  statute  6^ 

and  12  others  for  the  like. 

The  jury  doe  present  M.  Andrews  for  laying  a dunghill  upon  the  load. 
Mark  Dodds  for  laying  a muck  hill  against  his  shopp. 

Thomas  Hills  for  not  repairing  the  church  way.  Martin  Pratt  for  the 
like  & James  Jaman. 

Mathew  Adderton  for  laying  a dunghill  at  the  load  side. 

Job  Andrews  for  the  like. 

Goodman  Toach  for  throwing  ashes  into  the  street. 

William  Taylor  for  not  repairing  the  churchway.  John  Bauton  & 
Eich:  Leach  for  the  like. 

W“  Henre  for  his  dung  lying  in  ye  load. 

John  Constable  for  the  like. 

Henry  Woolley  for  not  mending  the  church  way. 

Goodwife  Marriot  for  the  like. 

Kichard  Jay  for  burning  weedes. 

Tho.  Koe  for  a house  of  office  annoying  the  load. 

Mr  Dalton  for  not  repairing  the  churchway. 

John  Eawling  for  not  carrying  away  his  dust. 

Henry  Burrow  & Stephen  Ellis  for  not  keeping  the  church  drain  open. 

The  jury  doe  present  John  Lavender  the  elder  for  one  pound-breach  & 
have  amerced  him.  And  the  s<i  John  Lavender  for  rescuing  of  his  cattle 
going  to  ye  pound. 

Thomas  Lavender  butcher  for  a pound-breach. 

John  ffryer  & Matthew  Atterton  for  the  like. 

The  Jury  upon  their  oathes  doe  present  Thomas  Hills  and  Thomas 
Lee  for  not  mending  the  Droveway  in  Stocking  ffen  & for  other  negligence 
in  their  office. 

The  jury  doe  present  Thomas  Lavender  ye  elder  for  digging  sesses  in 
the  droveway  and  amerce  him 1 . 0.0 

Thomas  Angood  for  the  like 10 . 0 

Eobert  Burrow,  Adam  Proud,  W.  Skinner,  J.  Eansworth,  and 
Henry  Nettleton,  do 10 . 0 

And  all  those  yt  upon  further  inquiry  can  be  proved  to  have 
digged  either  turfe  or  sesses  the  homage  doe  amerce  them 10.0 

ORDERS  AND  BYLAWS. 

1.  That  every  man  shall  always  keep  the  street  against  his 
house  and  ground  and  so  pave  and  heighten  the  same  from 
time  to  time  that  people  may  passe  without  annoyance  upon 
paine  of  three  shillings  four  pence  after  warning  given  by  the 
scavengers. 

2.  It ; that  noe  man  shall  suffer  their  hoggs  upon  any  of 
the  fenns  or  lands  & comons  belonging  to  Ramsey  upon  paine 
of  twelve  pence  upon  every  dayes  default  & two  pence  to  the 

* The  standard  weight  and  measure  of  bread  and  ale  depended  on  the  price  of  corn 
and  malt. 
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Pindar  for  every  hogg  he  shall  impound  going  contrary  to 
this  order. 

3.  It : that  no  manner  of  persons  shall  lay  any  combustable 
stuffe  in  any  house  or  cellar  adjoyning  to  any  house  where  fire 
is  kept  neither  shall  keepe  any  fire  in  any  crackt  defected  or 
broken  chimney  upon  paine  of  5®  for  every  weeks  default 
upon  warning  given  upon  any  two  of  the  homage. 

4.  It : that  every  man  shall  keepe  a sufficient  fence  between 
his  own  grounde  & his  neighbours  & between  his  owne  ground 
& the  common  upon  paine  of  3®  4*^  for  every  weekes  default 
given  by  the  homage. 

5.  It : that  no  person  shall  put  any  sheepe  upon  Ramsey 
common  before  he  has  set  his  own  proper  brand  upon  them  and 
to  have  but  one  particular  brand  upon  peine  of  5®  upon  discovery. 

6.  It : that  no  person  shall  drawe  any  sheepe  from  out  the 
flocke  neither  for  the  butcher  nor  for  change  of  pasture  without 
the  assistance  of  the  shepheard  or  some  appointed  by  him 
upon  peine  of  5®  for  every  default. 

7.  It : it  is  also  ordered  that  no  person  shall  dig  any  gravel 
sand  or  earth  in  any  of  the  commons  of  Ramsey  to  sell  give  or 
convey  the  same  out  of  the  said  manor  upon  peine  of  5®  upon 
notice  given  by  any  two  of  the  homage  for  every  default. 

8.  It:  that  the  constables  shall  from  time  to  time  repair 
the  pound  the  common  gates  and  bridge  and  do  all  other 
services  according  to  their  trust  and  to  the  benefit  of  the  Town 
upon  peine  of  10®  for  every  weeks  default  after  warning  given 
by  the  pindar  or  any  two  of  the  homage. 

9.  It  is  ordered  that  no  manner  of  person  shall  cut  lopp 
breakdown  or  pull  up  any  willows  growing  upon  the  common 
of  Ramsey  except  for  the  proper  use  of  the  said  town  upon 
peine  of  10®  for  every  default. 

10.  It:  that  noe  person  shall  lett  or  convert  his  running 
comons  or  any  part  thereof  from  his  head  or  comonable  house 
upon  paine  of  10®  for  every  dayes  default  after  notice  given  by 
any  two  of  the  homage. 
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11.  It  is  ordered  that  noe  person  that  lives  in  any  house  in 
the  fenn  not  within  a mile  of  the  Towne  shall  keep  any  cowes 
sheep  or  horse  upon  any  of  the  drovewayes  nor  any  of  the 
poore  of  the  towne  without  a keeper  upon  the  penalty  of 
6®  for  every  default. 

12.  It  is  also  ordered  that  the  drivers  shall  have  for  every 
horse  they  bring  into  the  pound  2*^  & for  every  bullocke  l*^  & 
for  every  score  of  sheepe  4^^  & what  others  bring  into  the 
pound  they  shall  pay  2*^  for  the  key. 

13.  It:  that  the  Wood  lane  shall  have  the  old  sewers  or 
water  passages  scowred  on  both  sides  the  lane  by  those  men 
that  have  ground  lying  against  it  that  the  waters  may  doe  noe 
prejudice  to  the  highway  within  one  moneth  after  notice  given 
upon  the  penalty  of  5®  for  every  dayes  default. 

14.  It  is  ordered  that  noe  persons  shall  burne  any  weed 
either  in  his  chimney  yard  or  within  lesse  than  2 furlongs  of 
the  towne  upon  paine  of  5®  for  every  default. 

15.  It  is  also  ordered  that  the  constables  for  the  yeare  to 
come  with  the  consent  of  any  five  of  ye  Trustees  who  with 
some  of  the  neighbourhood  may  make  a levy  for  the  just  and 
equal  payment  of  such  money  as  hath  been  expended  upon 
the  New  Bridge  or  upon  any  other  work  which  in  justice  shall 
be  found  meet  to  be  paid  for  the  Towne  and  the  constables 
with  expedicon  to  collect  the  same  upon  the  penalty  as  shall 
be  thought  fit  by  the  homage  for  their  neglect. 

16.  It : that  no  person  shall  put  any  infectious  or  mangie 
horse  or  mare  upon  any  of  the  commons  of  Eamsey  upon  auy 
time  nor  any  stone  coult  of  a less  stature*  than  the  law  allows 
of  upon  paine  of  5®  for  every  days  default  after  warning  given. 

17.  It  is  ordered  that  no  manner  of  persons  shall  lay  any 
fflax  or  hempet  in  any  of  the  common  waters  about  Ramsey 
nor  by  laying  in  of  any  skins  or  flesh  to  corrupt  or  any  ways 
to  annoy  the  same  upon  paine  of  5®  for  every  default. 

* 32  Henry  VIII.,  c.  13,  for  breed  of  horses.  No  stoned  horses  under  15  hands  high 
shall  be  put  to  pasture  in  any  marshes  in  Cambs.,  Hunts.,  &c. 

T 33  Henry  VIII.,  c.  17.  Flax  or  hempe  shall  not  be  watered  in  rivers  or  common 
ponds. 
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18.  It:  that  no  person  shall  dig  or  cut  up  any  of  the 
droveways  or  other  commons  about  Kamsey  either  the  sweard 
sesses  turfes  or  any  other  the  soile  excepting  hassocks  taken 
up  even  & without  holes  upon  pain  of  20®  for  every  such 
default  upon  notice  given  by  any  two  of  the  homage. 

19.  It:  that  every  man  that  hath  a parte  in  the  Turfe 
ffenn  capable  of  water  passage  shall  make  his  dike  at  the  end 
of  his  Croft  according  to  his  pporcon  as  it  was  lockspitted 
out  in  ye  division  foure  foote  & J deepe  & 7 foot  in  the  bottom 
between  this  & the  first  of  December  upon  paine  of  20®  to  be 
leveyed  upon  the  Lords  pleasure  alsoe  the  last  yeares  order  to 
be  in  force  to  this  purpose. 

20.  It : it  is  ordered  that  every  person  shall  scoure  up  his 
parte  in  Bill  load  when  it  shall  be  sett  out  by  any  two  or  more 
of  the  homage  upon  paine  of  5®  after  notice  given. 

The  end  of  this  Cort 

8ber  ye  20*^  1659. 

L.G. 

1422.— Brief  for  Peterborough  Bridge.— 

Edwardus  dei  gratia  Rex  Anglie  Dominus  Breve  pro  ponte 

Hibernie  et  Dux  Aquitanie  dilectis  et  fidelibus  de  Burgo  Sancti 

suis  Waltero  de  Frisken  et  Roberto  de  Malber-  Petri, 

thorp  salutem.  Volentes  quibusdam  de  causis 

certiorari  quis  vel  qui  pontem  ultra  aquam  de  Nene,  prope  villam  de  Burgo 
Sancti  Petri,  que  quidem  aqua  est  divisa  inter  Comitatus  nostros  Northan- 
tonie  et  Huntingdonie,  cum  opus  fuit,  de  jure  reparare  et  sustentare 
debent  sive  tenentur,  et  ex  qua  causa  et  qualiter  et  quo  modo : Assignavimus 
VOS  ad  inquirendum  per  sacramentum  proborum  et  legalium  hominum  de 
comitatibus  predictis  in  confinio  eorundem  per  quos  rei  veritas  melius 
sciri  poterit  super  premissis  omnibus  et  singulis  ea  tangentibus  plenius 
veritatem.  Et  ideo  vobis  mandamus  quod  ad  certos  diem  et  locum  quos 
ad  hoc  in  confinio  predicto  provideritis  inquisicionem  iude  faciatis,  et  earn 
distincte  et  aperte  factam  nobis  sub  sigillis  vestris  et  sigillis  eorum  per 
quos  facta  fuerit  sine  dilatione  nunciatis  ; et  hoc  breve  Mandavimus  etiam 
vicecomiti  nostro  dicti  Comitatus  Northantonie  quod  tot  et  tales  probos  et 
legales  homines  de  balliva  sua  in  confinio  predicto,  et  vicecomiti  nostro  de 
Comitatu  Huntingdonie  quod  tot  et  tales  probos  et  legales  homines  de 
balliva  sua  in  eodem  confinio  ad  certos  diem  et  locum  quos  eis  scire 
feceritis  venire  facerent  coram  vobis  in  confinio  illo,  per  quos  rei  veritas 
melius  sciri  poterit  et  inquiri.  In  cujus  rei  testimonium  Has  litteras 
nostras  fieri  fecimus  patentes.  Teste  meipso  apud  Eboracum  tercio  die 
Junij  Anno  regni  nostri  primo. 

The  above  is  extracted  from  the  Cottonian  MSS.  in  the 
British  Museum,  Vesp.  B.  xxi.,  63.  The  King  is  Edward 
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III.,  and  the  date  1327.  There  is  of  course  no  reference  to 
this  brief  in  the  Chronicon  Petrihurgense,  the  latest  date  in 
which  is  1295.  Nor  is  it  mentioned  in  the  Chronicon  Anglios, 
Petrihurgense,  which  goes  down  to  1368.  Gunton,  p.  44,  has 
the  following  account  of  it  ; together  with  the  result  of  the 
enquiry  : but  he  does  not  give  the  source  of  his  information : — 

The  same  day  there  was  Inquisition  made  concerning  the  Bridge 
leading  into  Peterhurgh,  which  being  gone  to  decay,  the  question  was, 
Who  should  repair  it  ? for  this  there  was  a J ury  empannelled,  six  of 
Northamptonshire,  and  six  of  Huntingdonshire,  who  upon  examination 
returned  an  Ignoramus  after  this  manner ; that  there  was  none  of  right 
bound  to  repair,  or  sustain  the  Bridge,  seeing  none  had  done  it  in  former 
time  ; for  there  was  no  Bridge  there  until  Godfrey  Abbot  of  Burgh,  of  his 
own  good  will,  in  the  fourth  year  of  King  Edward  Father  to  King  Edward 
that  now  is,  erected  the  said  Bridge,  and  himself  kept  it  in  repair  so  long 
as  he  lived : But  the  King  and  Queen  coming  to  Peter'burgh,  the  present 
Abbot  Adam  repaired  the  said  Bridge  for  their  passage,  although  he  was 
not  bound  thereunto  : to  this  the  Jurors  set  their  several  Seals. 

It  was  a costly  entertainment  that  the  Abhot  gave  to  the 
royal  party,  at  which,  besides  the  King  and  Queen,  the  King’s 
brother,  John  of  Eltham  (made  Earl  of  Cornwall  the  same 
year)  was  present ; for  in  addition  to  their  ‘ ‘ diet  of  meat  and 
drink,  the  Abbot  in  gifts,  Jewels  (Jocalihus)  and  presents, 
expended  in  ready  money  the  sum  of  487?.  6s.  bdf‘ 

An  abbreviated  translation  of  the  brief  may  be  given : — 

Edward,  D.G.,  King  of  England,  Lord  of  Ireland,  and  Duke 
of  Aquitain,  to  his  beloved  Walter  de  Erisken  and  Eobert  de 
Malberthorp,  greeting.  Wishing  for  certain  reasons  to  be 
certified  who  is  rightly  bound  to  repair  and  sustain  the  bridge 
near  Burgh  S.  Peter  over  the  Nene,  which  is  the  boundary 
between  our  counties  of  Northampton  and  Huntingdon,  we 
have  appointed  you  to  enquire  by  oath  of  approved  and  liege 
men  of  those  counties  so  that  the  truth  of  the  matter  may  be 
known.  We  command  you  accordingly  to  fix  a time  and 
place  where  inquisition  may  be  made,  and  to  report  the  result 
to  us  under  the  seals  of  yourselves  and  the  Jurors.  We  have 
commanded  also  our  sheriffs  of  Northamptonshire  and  Hunt- 
ingdonshire to  summon  suitable  men  for  jurors  to  attend  at 
the  time  and  place  you  shall  fix.  In  testimony  whereof  we 
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have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made  patent.  Witness  myself 
at  York  the  third  day  of  June  in  the  first  year  of  our  reign. 

This  extract  from  The  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  January, 
1833,  may  be  read  in  connection  with  the  above  subject. 

Last  year  a large  sum  of  money  was  expended  in  repairing  Peterborough 
bridge.  To  improve  the  approach  on  the  south  side,  some  buttresses  were 
removed,  which,  from  a date  on  one  of  the  foundation  stones,  appear  to 
have  opposed  the  floods  of  800  years  ; and  so  compact  was  the  masonry, 
they  would  probably  have  stood  800  years  longer.  Part  of  the  work  by 
which  these  were  replaced  has  stood  three  months,  and  then  fallen.  Another 
portion,  although  it  has  deviated  considerably  from  the  perpendicular,  may 
perhaps  stand  not  less  than  six  months,  unless  the  props  which  support  it 
should  in  the  meantime  be  withdrawn. 


1423.— Road  from  Eye  to  Thorney,  A.D.  1330. — In  the 

same  volume  of  the  Cottonian  MSS.  is  an  indenture  describing 
the  settlement  of  a long-standing  dispute  between  the  abbeys 
of  Burgh  and  Thorney  as  to  a road-way  from  Eye  to  Thorney. 
From  the  document  it  is  clear  that  the  Burgh  authorities  con- 


sidered they  were  making  a considerable  concession,  for  the 
sake  of  “mutual  charity.”  As  in  the  former  case,  we  give 
the  Latin  original  at  full,  followed  by  a free  translation  much 


condensed. 

Notum  sit  universis  quod  cum  dudum 
mota  fuisset  discordia  inter  religiosos 
viros  Abbates  de  Burgo  Sancti  Petri  et 
de  Thorneia,  de  quodam  Chimino  habendo, 
quod  se  ducit  a villa  de  Eye  usque  ad 
Harlotefforth  versus  Thorneiam,  tandem 
de  consensu  parcium  conquievit  in  hunc  modum.  Videlicet  quod  dicti 
Abbas  et  Conventus  de  Thorneia,  ac  eorum  successores,  et  alii  homines 
eorum,  habeant  predictum  Chiminum,  et  eo  utantur,  ad  latitudinem  quin- 
decim  pedum  in  perpetuum,  prout  in  quadam  composicione  inter  eosdem 
facta  plenius  continetur.  Frater  tamen  Adam  permissione  divina  nunc 
Abbas  de  Burgo  Sancti  Petri,  et  ejusdem  loci  Conventus,  volentes  pro 
mutua  Eeligionis  caritate  in  futurum  nutrienda,  dictam  composicionem 
facere  ampliorem,  concesserunt  pro  se  et  successoribus  suis,  religiose  viro 
Reginaldo  dei  gracia  Abbati  de  Thorneia  et  ejusdem  loci  Conventui,  et 
eorum  successoribus,  et  omnibus  aliis  et  singulis  hominibus  cujuscumque 
status  vel  condicionis  fuerint,  prefatum  Chiminum  esse  commune,  ad 
latitudinem  quindecim  pedum  ut  predictum  est,  eundi  in  eodem  et  redeundi, 
equitandi,  cariandi,  et  recariandi,  fugandi,  et  refugandi,  ac  eo  omnibus 
horis  pro  voluntate  sua  et  cujuslibet  alterius  libere  et  quiete  utendi  ut 
predictum  est.  Volunt  insuper  dicti  Abbas  de  Burgo  Sancti  Petri,  et 
ejusdem  loci  Conventus,  et  concedunt  pro  se  et  successoribus  suis,  quod 
absque  dampno  aliquo,  vel  gravamine,  eis  vel  successoribus  suis,  seu  eorum 
hominibus  de  cetero  in  chimino  predicto  inferendo,  seu  quovis  modo 
faciendo  ad  nocumentum  liberi  tenementi  sui,  seu  hominum  suorum  ibidem 
bene  liceat  predictis  Abbati  et  Conventus  de  Thorneia  et  eorum  hominibus 
et  servientibus  predictum  Chiminum  emendare,  ita  quod  in  eo  non  fodiant, 
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set  quotienscunque  necesse  fuerit,  de  terra  sua  propria  apponere,  et  pro 
voluntate  sua  reparare.  In  cujus  rei  testimonium  sigilla  parcium  pre- 
sentibus  litteris  indentatis  alternatim  sunt  appensa.  Hiis  testibus,  Dominis 
Johanne  de  Cantebriggia,  Eoberto  de  Thorp,  Simone  de  Drayton,  Thoma 
Wake,  Henrico  de  Been,  Galfrido  Rydel,  Militibus,  Ricardo  de  Croyland, 
Hugone  de  Northburgh,  Johanne  Peverel,  Johanne  de  Lufwyk,  et  aliis. 
Datum  apud  Burgum  Sancti  Petri  die  Mercurii  in  festo  Sancti  Ambrosii 
Anno  ab  incarnacione  domini  Millesimo  Tricentesimo  Tricesimo. 

It  is  not  easy  now  to  identify  this  road,  unless  the  existing 
high  road  between  Eye  and  Thorney  has  been  developed  from 
it.  It  is  described  as  leading  from  the  village  of  Eye  to 
Harloteforth  towards  Thorney.  The  dispute,  the  nature  of 
which  is  not  precisely  stated,  had  been  long  in  existence  ; and 
by  this  composition  it  was  now  finally  set  at  rest,  with  consent 
of  the  parties.  The  terms  of  the  settlement  declared  that  the 
Abbot  and  Convent  of  Thorney,  their  successors,  and  their 
men,  were  to  make  use  of  the  road-way,  fifteen  feet  in  width, 
for  ever,  as  was  set  forth  in  the  agreement.  The  Abbot  of 
Burgh  S.  Peter,  “Brother  Adam,”  and  his  Convent,  wishing 
to  make  the  agreement  as  complete  as  possible,  for  the  further- 
ance of  mutual  charity  for  the  future,  granted  to  the  “religious 
man  ” Eeginald,  by  the  grace  of  God  Abbot  of  Thorney,  and 
his  Convent,  their  successors,  and  to  all  others  of  whatsoever 
state  or  condition  they  might  be,  that  the  aforesaid  road  should 
be  common,  and  all  were  to  have  free  and  quiet  use  of  it  for 
purposes  of  going  and  returning,  riding,  carrying  and  carrying 
back,  chasing  and  chasing  back,  at  all  times  at  their  will. 
They  further  granted  that  provided  no  hurt  or  damage  of  any 
kind  were  done  to  themselves,  or  their  successors,  or  their 
men,  the  Abbot  and  Convent  of  Thorney,  or  their  agents, 
might  improve  and  repair  the  said  road  at  their  own  cost ; but 
they  were  not  to  dig  in  it,  but  to  supply  the  necessary  materials 
from  their  own  land.  The  seals  of  the  parties  were  appended, 
the  witnesses  being  John  de  Cambridge,  Eobert  de  Thorp, 
Simon  de  Drayton,  Thomas  Wake,  Henry  de  Been,  Geoffrey 
Eydel,  Knights,  and  Eichard  de  Croyland,  Hugh  de  North- 
burgh, John  Peverel,  John  de  Lowick,  and  others.  Dated  at 
Burgh  S.  Peter  Wednesday  in  the  Feast  of  S.  Ambrose  (7 
April),  A.D.  1330. 
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1424—  Cnout’s  Delf  (q.d.  Canutus’s  Ditch).  Extract 
from  Bailey’s  Dictionary,  1730. — A Ditch  made  by  Canutus 
the  Dane,  between  Eamsey  and  Whittlesey,  to  abate  the  Fury 
of  the  Sea  in  those  Parts,  his  Sons  and  his  Servants  having 
been  in  Danger  of  being  cast  away  there ; it  was  also  called 
Swords  Delf,  because  it  was  mark’d  out  with  their  Swords. 

C.  Dace. 

1425—  Church  Inscriptions  in  the  Hundred  of  Elloe 

(1409).— 

VI.  Holbeach. 

On  a stone  on  the  floor  of  north  aisle  : — 

A 

Sara  Fil.  & Stukley  ob  28  Octabr  1692. 

S 

Near  the  last : — 

Adlard.  Fil. 

A 

& Stukley  ob  4 ° March  1694 

S 

Close  to  the  last  there  is  a stone  in  memory  of  Jane 
Stukeley,  but  it  is  nearly  defaced.  She  died  23  August,  1690, 
aged  2 years. 

Sara,  Adlard,  and  Jane  were  children  of  Adlard  and  Sarah 
Squirer  Stukeley.  Adlard  Stukeley  was  educated  at  Moulton 
Grammar  School,  and  was  married  at  Elm,  near  Wisbech,  on 
the  14th  June,  1687,  to  Sarah  Squirer,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Squirer.  He  died  in  1705-6  at  London,  and  was  buried  there. 

He  was  a lawyer,  and  resided  in  the  house  still  called 
“ Stukeley  House,”  at  Holbeach. 

In  the  north  aisle  near  the  door  there  is  a stone  in  memory 
of  “Mrs.  Elizabeth  Yar burgh,  relict  of  the  late  Eichard 
Yarburgh,  Esq  : ” The  other  part  of  the  inscription  is  illegible. 
Elizabeth  Yarburgh  died  Mar.  30,  1800,  aged  79  years. 

Near  the  last  is  a stone,  also  defaced,  in  memory  of  Sarah 
Phipps,  who  died  May  16,  1802,  aged  56  years. 
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On  the  floor  at  the  west  end  of  north  aisle  : — 

Sacred 

to  the  memory  of 
Mary  relict  of  William  Everson 
who  departed  this  life  March  16.^^  1796 
In  the  86th  year  of  her  age. 

On  the  floor  under  the  tower  : — 

Thos  Everson  Harrison 
died  Augt  8th  1795. 

Aged  3 years. 

Near  the  last : — 

Here  lyeth  ye  body  of  Susan 
ye  wife  of 
Samuel  Nutton, 

Buryed  ye  6 of  Decern  anno  Do 
1679. 

There  was,  in  1790,  as  appears  by  the  Sibthorpe  collection 
of  Church  Notes,  a slab  in  the  north  side  of  the  church  with 
this  inscription 

In  memory  of  Rev  Tho^  Hunter  who  was  interr’d  Jany 
the  11.  1761  aged  64  years. 

This  stone  cannot  be  found  at  present.  The  Rev.  Thomas 
Hunter  was  Curate  of  Spalding  and  Master  of  Spalding 
Grammar  School  in  1728.  He  was  appointed  Master  of 
Farmer’s  Free  School,  at  Holbeach,  22  September,  1741. 
Born  about  1699,  he  received  his  early  education  at  the 
Public  School  of  Horncastle ; he  was  admitted  at  Peter- 
house  College,  Cambridge,  July  1,  1717:  B.A.  1720.  His 
wife’s  name  was  Mary,  for  there  is  an  entry  in  the  parish 
register  as  to  the  burial  of  Thomas  Hunter,  son  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Hunter,  schoolmaster,  and  Mary,  his  wife,  on  Sep.  29, 
1732. 

In  1843  there  was  an  inscription  in  the  church  as  follows  : — 
William  Jephson  Mar  6.  1740  aged  64. 

This  is  now  missing.  William  Jephson  was  appointed  Vicar 
of  Holbeach  in  1730.  He  was  born  at  Welney,  Norfolk,  and 
was  son  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Jephson  (Curate).  He  was  admitted 
Sizar  of  S.  John’s  College,  Cambridge,  8 Feby,  1711-12,  from 
Oundle  School,  when  17  years  of  age. 


Church  Inscriptions  in  the  Hundred  op  Blloe.  373 

He  made  in  the  Holbeach  Eegister  the  following  entry  in 
reference  to  the  recumbent  effigy  of  Sir  Humphrey  Littlebury 
on  a beautifully  carved  altar  tomb,  considered  one  of  the  finest 
specimens  of  its  kind  of  the  fourteenth  century  : — 

“In  ye  North  Isle  of  this  Church  near  to  ye  Chancel  stands 
an  ancient  Monument  erect’d  in  memory  of  S’"  Humphrey 
Littlebury  as  appears  only  from  ye  arms  engraved  thereon. 
I imagine  he  was  slain  in  ye  Wars  between  the  House  of  York 
and  ye  House  of  Lancaster.  Also  in  ye  Middle  Isle  before  ye 
reading  desk  there  is  a brass  plate  with  ye  Portraiture  of  a 
woman.  But  ye  characters  are  almost  worn  out,  to  perpetuate 
it  read  as  follows — Orate  pro  anima  Dominae  Johanae  Welby, 
quondam  Filiae  Kichardi  Leake  militis  nuper  uxoris  Tho 
Welby  armiger  obiit  xviii°  Die  Mensis  Decembris  Anno  Dom 
MCCCCLXXXVIII.  Cujus  animae  propitietur  Deus 

W“.  Jephson  Vic^” 

Both  these  monuments  are  at  the  west  end  of  the  north 
aisle.  The  first  was  originally  at  the  east  end  of  the  north 
aisle  ; a description  of  this  is  given  in  Article  No.  1200. 
During  the  incumbency  of  the  Eev.  Arthur  Brook,  1866-1872, 
the  brass  was  restored,  and  raised  to  its  present  form  as  an 
altar-tomb  near  the  Littlebury  monument  by  the  Welby  family. 
The  two  were  placed  together,  as  it  is  said  that  the  Littlebury 
and  Welby  families  were,  in  ancient  times,  connected. 

By  Sibthorp  MS.,  Church  Notes,  there  was  a stone  with  the 
following  inscription,  in  1790  : — 

W“  Quarles,  son  of  Jephson,  Clerk,  and  Frances  his  wife, 
interred  the  30  day  of  October  1731.  aged  half  a year. 

This  stone  is  now  missing. 

In  the  Sibthorp  Church  Notes  the  following  memorial  stones 
in  the  Churchyard  are  given  : — 

Beneath  this  marble  are  interr’d  the  remains  of  Joshua 
Sanderson  gent,  the  son  of  Simon  Sanderson  gent,  by  Anne 
his  first  wife.  He  departed  this  life  the  day  of  June  1761 
in  the  37^^  year  of  his  age. 

Here  lyes  the  body  of  Simon  Sanderson  gent,  a professed 
renouncer  of  vice,  a lover  of  humanity,  and  a great  promoter 
of  it  especially  in  his  family.  Who  after  he  had  lavished  much 
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treasure  in  Heaven  by  serving  God  and  his  generation  with  the 
most  unwearied  dilligence  ('sicj  sustained  the  approaches  of  a 
lingering  death  with  steady  and  becoming  courage  trusting  in 
Jesus,  in  whom  he  slept  Dec  6.  1736.  aged  61. 

Beneath  this  marble  are  interred  the  remains  of  Elizabeth 
the  daughter  of  Simon  Sanderson  gent,  by  Sarah  his  second 
wife  who  departed  this  life  the  24  of  March  1767  in  the  44^^^ 
year  of  her  age. 

In  memory  of  William  Kustat  who  was  interred  May  13.  1762. 
aged  48  years. 

In  memory  of  M^  Jolm  Rustat  who  died  July  2.  1779. 
aged  46  years. 

In  memory  of  M^'s  Elizabeth  Rustat,  Relict  of  M^^  William 
Rustat,  who  died  October  31.  1782  aged  80  years. 

These  stones  are  now  missing. 

There  is  a stone  in  the  Churchyard  on  the  left  hand  side  of 
the  path  leading  from  the  Vicarage  gate  to  Church  Street,  with 
the  following  inscription,  which  is  now  almost  illegible  : — 
Redeem  the  time. 

In  memory  of  Mary  the  wife  of  John  Middleton 
Who  departed  this  life  Aug.  ye  3,  1722. 

She’d  20  young  teeth  after  72  years  old 
And  at  76  her  Corps  was  laid  in  mould. 

In  the  old  parish  register  Mary  Middleton  is  described  as 
Eichard  Askew’s  mother.  J.M. 

1426.— Bishop  Doyo.  — Considering  that  Thomas  Dove 
was  Bishop  of  Peterborough  for  nearly  thirty  years,  from  24 
Apr.,  1601,  till  his  death  on  30  Aug.,  1630,  it  is  somewhat 
strange  that  so  little  is  known  about  him.  No  life  of  him  has 
been  published  : his  name  is  not  even  given  in  such  compre- 
hensive works  as  Cooper’s  Biographical  Dictionary^  or  Hole’s 
Brief  Biographical  Dictionary.  An  account  is  indeed  given  in 
the  D.N.B.,  but  it  is  unsatisfying.  Perhaps  the  best  notice  of 
him  is  that  in  Gibson  and  Gough’s  History  of  Castor  in  the 
part  describing  Upton,  where  several  members  of  his  family 
and  descendants  "are  interred.  The  large  monument  in  the 
Church  there,  with  the  figure  of  a man  lying  between  his  two 
wives,  is  almost  certainly  that  of  Sir  William  Dove,  the 
Bishop’s  eldest  son.  The  uncertainty  about  the  details  of  the 
Bishop’s  career  is  illustrated  by  the  remark  that  “ The  school 
in  which  he  had  the  rudiments  of  his  education  is  not  known:” 
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ife  is  now  established  that  he  was  at  Merchant  Taylors’  School. 
All  his  preferments  are  given  in  the  various  histories  of  the 
Cathedral.  Hardly  ever  is  his  University  mentioned : this 
may  be  because  he  was  at  both  Oxford  and  Cambridge.  In 
Gibson  and  Gough  we  read  that  “he  was  one  of  the  first 
scholars  in  Jesus-college  in  Oxford  ; though  not  finding  it  an 
advantageous  appointment,  he  soon  removed  to  Pembroke  hall 
in  Cambridge.”  TheD.N.B.  reverses  this,  saying  that  he  was 
first  at  Cambridge,  but  “probably  soon  migrated  to  Oxford 
but  in  this  case  it  is  strange  that  he  should  subsequently  have 
been  tanquam  socius,  that  is,  a Fellow  in  all  things  but  the 
name,  of  his  Cambridge  college ; and  of  this  there  is  no  doubt. 
One  would  suppose,  too,  that  he  must  have  taken  his  degrees 
aii  the  latter  University  ; yet  he  is  not  given  in  the  Athene^ 
Cantabrigienses,  which  goes  down  to  the  beginning  of  the 
seventeenth  century.  Gunton  has  preserved  the  lengthy 
inscription  on  his  tomb  in  Peterborough  Cathedral  ; the  tomb 
itself  only  remained  a dozen  years,  having  been  destroyed  by 
the  Parliamentarians  in  1643.  From  Gunton  also  we  learn 
that  he  was,  “like  S.  PauVs  Bishop,  a lover  of  Hospitality, 
keeping  a very  free  house.” 

Among  Bishop  Kennett’s  manuscript  notes  are  several 
relating  to  Bishop  Dove.  None  seems  to  be  very  important, 
but  several  are  curious  and  interesting,  and  it  is  believed  they 
have  not  appeared  in  print. 

In  1623  John  Eife,  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  Cathedral,  gave 
by  will  “his  bonds  and  bills  and  debts  and  ail  other  goods 
whatsoever  to  the  right  reverend  father  in  God  the  Lord 
Bishop  of  Peterborough,  saying  that  he  knew  well  that  his 
Lordship  would  bestow  them  upon  the  poor  to  the  glory 
of  God.” 

Bishop  Dove  was  Dean  of  Norwich  from  1589  till  his 
appointment  to  Peterborough  in  1601.  During  that  time  he 
made  many  friends  ; and  when  Bishop  Eedman  died  in  1602 
application  was  made  that  their  late  ]Dean  might  return  to 
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Norwich  as  Bishop.  This  appears  from  the  following  letter  to 
Sir  Eobert  Cecil,  dated  1 Oct.,  1602. 

To  the  Right  Honorable  Sir  Robert  Oecill  Knight  her  Maties  Principall 
Secretary. 

Our  duties  humbly  remembered,  it  may  please  your  Hon : to  be 
advertised  that  by  occasion  of  the  late  death  of  the  Bisshopp  of  Norwych, 
wee  presuming  of  your  Honours  favour  and  moved  besides  with  the  regard 
of  the  Good  of  our  Country  are  bounde  to  commende  unto  your  Honors 
consideration  the  preferment  of  Dr.  Dove  our  late  Dean  and  now  Bishop  of 
Peterborough  to  be  placed  in  this  Diocese.  Wee  doubt  not  but  the  Man 
is  sufficiently  known  to  your  Honour  for  the  guyfts  and  worthiness  in  every 
degree,  and  wee  by  his  living  amongst  us  while  he  was  Dean  have  had  such 
Experience  of  him  as  we  cannot  thinke  of  a Man  more  fitte  or  whom  wee 
do  more  wish  to  be  preferred  to  the  place  both  for  the  encrease  of  the 
glory  of  God  and  the  quiet  Government  of  the  Contrye  if  yt  may  please 
your  Honour  to  respect  this  our  Suyte,  both  our  Cuntrye  and  wee 
especially  shall  acknowledge  ourselves  greatly  bound  unto  your  Honour 
for  so  great  a favour.  And  so  wee  humbly  take  our  leave.  From  Norwich 
this  first  of  October,  1602. 

Your  Hon.  at  Commandment. 

Bassingbourn  Gaudy  Vicom. 

Arthur  Heveringham. 

Miles  Corbet. 

Philip  Woodhouse. 

Henry  Gaudy. 

Nathaniel  Bacon, 

Charles  Cornewalys. 

The  first  signature,  I presume,  is  that  of  the  High  Sheriff  of 
the  County.  The  family  of  Gaudy,  or  Gawdy,  was  of  great 
consideration  in  Suffolk,  where  their  home  was  at  Mendham, 
and  in  Norfolk,  where  they  resided  at  Harlston,  and  at  Gawdy 
Hall,  Eedenhall. 

Fuller  (Church  History,  141)  is  quoted  to  this  effect : — “He 
was  an  aged  man,  being  the  only  Qn.  Elizabeth’s  Bishop  of 
that  Province  which  died  in  the  reign  of  K.  Charles,  living 
in  a poor  Bishoprick,  and  leaving  a plentifull  Estate,  to  shew 
that  it  is  not  the  moisture  of  the  Place,  but  the  long  lying  of 
the  Stone,  which  gathereth  the  great  Mosse  therein.  In  a 
word  had  he  been  more  carefull  in  conferring  of  orders  (too 
commonly  bestowed  by  him)  few  of  his  Order  had  exceeded 
him  in  the  unblamableness  of  his  behaviour.” 

But  the  complaints  against  him  were  contradictory.  At  one 
time  he  was  charged  with  remissness  in  allowing  silenced 
ministers  to  preach.  At  another  time  it  was  objected  that  he 
had  deprived  as  many  as  five  on  one  day.  ‘ ‘ It  was  on  this 
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occasion  that  the  Nonconformists  in  his  Diocese  (saith  Mr. 
Fuller  born  in  it)  will  complain  of  his  severity  in  asserting 
Ecclesiastical  Discipline  when  he  silenced  five  of  them  in  one 
Morning  on  the  same  token  that  King  James  is  said  to  say  it 
might  have  served  for  five  years.”  The  D.N.B.  says  that  his 
correspondence  in  the  Eecord  Office  proves  that  he  was  some- 
what remiss  in  complying  with  the  orders  or  instructions  from 
the  court  of  the  Archbishop.  Ed. 

1427.— Sutton  in  Holland  (1410).— The  Star-Chamber 
suit  about  the  possession  of  500  acres  in  Sutton  Marsh  which 
Captain  Francis  Wrenham  won  against  William  Wise  resulted 
in  the  gain  of  a loss.  He  had  to  raise  £2,000  on  mortgage  to 
find  money  for  the  costs,  which  amounted  to  £1,000,  and  £800 
for  court  fees,  paid  to  obtain  a decree  of  the  Lord  Keeper,  to 
protect  his  possession. 

Before  the  troubles  began  he  uttered  his  grievances  in  a 
petition  to  the  King  : — 

To  the  Kings  most  Excellent  Ma^ie — 

The  most  humble  petition  of  Captain  Francis  Wrenham. 

Beseeching  yo^  Sacred  Ma^i®: 

That  to  redeeme  yo^  most  distressed  subject  his  wife  and  children  w^h 
divers  others  whose  estates  depend  uppon  his  from  utter  ruine  you  wil  be 
gratiously  pleased  by  yo^  self  or  the  bodie  of  yo^  Mats,  privy  Oouncell 
to  be  enformed  in  the  equity  of  his  cause  to  the  end  that  Ma^ie 
being  truly  enformed  may  as  Gods  vicegerent  doe  that  which  is  right. 

And  in  the  interim  to  direct  that  noe  grant  may  passe  of  yo^  subjects 
500  acres  in  Sutton  Marshe  to  stoppe  the  current  of  yo^  Mats,  grace  for 
that  otherwise  for  want  of  information  yo^*  Ma^^i®  shall  doe  what  yo^  just 
heart  will  abhorre  when  you  know  the  truth. 

And  so  much  the  rayther 

for  that  such  is  the  confidence  of  yo^  most  distressed  subject  that  he 
lifts  up  his  instant  cryes  to  yo^  sacred  Ma^i®  to  be  heard  that  he  may 
blesse  God  for  yo^  justice  and  if  you  shall  not  find  cause  to  releive  him 
he  desires  punishment  maybe  inflicted  uppon  him  as  a clamorous  person. 

And  shall  pray  for  yo^  Mat®  longe  & happy  reigne.* 

The  poor  Captain,  who  fought  on  the  King’s  side,  died  in 
1650.  The  mortgagees,  who  promptly  took  possession  of  the 
Captain’s  500  acres,  found  slender  security  for  their  money. 
The  crops  had  been  carried  off,  and  the  rents  were  sequestered 
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by  the  Committee  for  Compounding  for  delinquents’  estates. 
Other  royal  patentees  were  in  the  like  evil  plight.  The  whole 
marsh  had  been  claimed  by  the  Duke  of  Eichmond  under  a 
grant  from  the  King,  and  his  grace’s  delinquency  entitled  the 
Committee  to  notify  all  tenants  on  the  marsh  to  pay  rents  to 
them.  This  reduced  many  to  great  poverty.  The  rents  of 
Mr.  Jeffery  Kirby,  who  owned  3,500  acres,  which  had  been 
surrendered  to  the  King  by  the  town  of  Sutton,  were 
sequestered,  and  his  distressed  widow,  in  a humble  petition 
on  behalf  of  her  children,  related  that  by  great  outlays  on 
banks  and  drains  the  whole  estate  of  her  husband  having  been 
exhausted  “his  name  is  now  exposed  to  obloquy,  & the 
petitioner  and  her  children  reduced  to  misery.”* 

Among  other  petitioners  to  the  Parliament  were  Michael 
Oldisworth  and  his  partners,  who  had,  in  1654,  been  in 
possession  of  4,000  acres  of  Duchy  lands  for  14  years,  and  had 
expended  £30,000  on  the  marsh,  and  had  leased  their  lands 
for  21  years  at  8s.  an  acre.  This  claim  was  allowed  by  the 
Committee  for  Compounding,  as  was  that  of  Sutton  men,  who 
as  tenants  to  the  Commonwealth  of  3,000  acres,  claimed  an 
abatement  of  rent  for  tax  levied  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Sewers,  though  not  a spoonful  of  water  issues  by  the  drains, 
and  for  money  expended  “on  a wall  four  miles  long  against  a 
common  of  the  town  of  Sutton  which  protects  a bank  nine 
miles  long  by  which  the  marsh  is  defended  from  the  sea.” 

The  messengers  of  the  Committee  had  found  it  hard  to  exact 
their  fees  and  riding  charges,  and  reported  that  the  Marsh 
would  be  lost  if  the  sea  wall  was  longer  neglected,  and  that 
tenants  were  reduced  to  live  in  barns  and  huts  erected  on  the 
marsh.  The  Committee  promptly  resolved  that  all  rents 
received  should  be  applied  to  the  repair  of  the  sea  wall. 

L.G. 

^ 1639.  The  Duke  of  Richmond’s  grant  included  the  whole  Marsh.  His  delinquency 
obliged  tenants  to  pay  rents  to  the  Committee  for  Compounding.  The  Committee 
certified  for  the  widow’s  claim. 


Some  Stamford  Deeds. 
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1428— Some  Stamford  Deeds. — We  give  here  a digest 
of  some  Stamford  deeds  in  the  Phillipps’  collection. 

I. 

Indenture,  dated  31  May,  1661,  between  George  Coxall,  the 
elder,  of  Stamford,  tailor  (1st  part),  John  Whatton  and  John 
Palmer,  of  Stamford,  gent.  (2nd  part),  and  George  Coxall,  the 
younger,  of  Stamford,  son  of  George  and  Eebekah  (3rd  part). 
It  is  a grant  of  a messuage  in  the  parish  of  S.  John’s,  Stam- 
ford, in  possession  of  William  Mosse  and  George  Clarke, 
adjoining  the  gate  commonly  called  Scogate,  and  abutting  upon 
it,  the  town  wall  north,  Eobert  Harrison’s  house  south,  the 
common  street  west,  and  widow  Miller’s  orchard  east,  to 
Whatton  and  Clarke  in  trust,  for  the  sole  use  of  George  Coxall, 
the  elder,  for  his  life  ; after  his  death  that  part  of  the  said 
messuage  in  occupation  of  Mosse  to  Eebekah,  wife  of  George 
Coxall,  the  elder,  during  her  widowhood  ; after  her  death  or 
marriage  to  George  Coxall,  the  younger,  if  of  full  age,  if  not 
to  his  trustees  for  his  benefit  ; the  other  part  of  the  messuage 
to  George  Coxall,  the  younger,  if  of  full  age.  The  fee  farm 
rent  of  three  shillings  to  be  paid  half  by  Eebekah  and  half  by 
her  son. 

Witnesses  : George  Quarles,  George  Beaver. 

A memorandum  adds  that  “full  possession  liverye  and 
seisin  ” was  given  in  their  presence. 

II. 

Deed  of  sale,  dated  12  May,  1699,  by  Katherine  Branston, 
of  Stamford,  widow,  and  Mary  Branston,  Judith  Branston, 
and  Katherine  Branston,  spinsters,  her  daughters,  to  John 
Eogers,  of  Stamford,  for  the  sum  of  forty  shillings,  half  an 
acre  of  arable  land,  lying  in  the  West  Field  of  Stamford,  near 
a place  there  called  Shepheards  Leaps  west,  Empingham  Eoad 
north,  land  of  Earl  of  Exeter  east.  John  Oldfield,  of  Stamford, 
gent.,  appointed  true  and  lawful  attorney  for  the  vendors. 

Witnesses : James  Andrews,  James  Armstrong,  Thomas 
Dalby. 
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Full  possession  given. 

Mary  Branston  signs  her  name  in  full : her  mother  and 
sisters  make  their  marks. 

III. 

Indenture,  dated  20  June,  1693,  between  William  Collington, 
of  Stamford,  chandler,  and  his  wife  Martha,  and  John 
Peacocke,  of  London,  cabinet-maker,  to  declare  the  use  of  a 
fine.  Collington  undertakes  to  levy  a fine  in  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  at  Westminster  Sur  cognizance  de  droit  come 
ceo  &c  respecting  a messuage  in  the  parish  of  S.  Michael, 
Stamford,  divided  into  three  tenements  in  the  occupations  of 
the  said  Collington,  Sarah  Eeynolds,  widow,  and  Sarah  Cordell, 
widow,  and  another  tenement  in  the  parish  of  S.  George, 
Stamford,  in  the  occupation  of  widow  Smith,  to  these  uses  ; 
the  former  messuage  to  Collington  and  his  wife  and  the  longer 
liver  of  them  for  life,  and  then,  as  well  as  the  other  messuage, 
to  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  William  Collington  for  ever. 

Witnesses  : William  Darby,  Thomas  Jackson,  Eichard 
Burman,  Eichard  Goodman. 

IV. 

Indenture,  dated  7 May,  1700,  between  William  Collington, 
the  elder,  gardener,  and  his  wife  Martha  (1st  part),  William 
Collington,  chandler,  his  eldest  son,  and  his  wife  Dorothy 
(2nd  part),  Eobert  Collington,  youngest  son  of  William 
Collington,  the  elder  (3rd  part),  and  Thomas  Moore,  iron- 
monger (4th  part)  ; all  of  Stamford.  A messuage,  &c.,  in 
parish  of  S.  Michael,  Stamford,  Eobert  Bennington  east, 
Eobert  Langton,  gent.,  west,  the  Common  street  south, 
“sometimes  part  of  one  other  Messuage  there  but  now  used 
and  enjoyed  as  one  single  house,”  in  occupation  of  Mary 
Weaver,  widow,  to  the  use  of  Collington  the  elder  for  life 
“dispunishable”  of  waste,  and  after  his  death  to  his  widow 
Martha  for  her  life  ; then  to  William  Collington,  the  younger, 
and  his  wife  Dorothy  ; provided  that  Eobert  Collington  may 
have  the  option  of  purchasing  all  his  brother’s  rights  in  the 
property  for  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds. 


The  Fens  in  the  Lords’  Journals,  1641. 
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Witnesses  : Eichard  Burman,  Eobert  Ellison,  Timothy  Ash. 

A memorandum  at  the  back  of  the  deed  sets  forth  that  on  28 
May,  1703,  during  the  lifetime  of  the  father  and  with  his  consent, 
Eobert  paid  the  sixty  pounds,  and  received  from  his  brother 
a discharge  in  full.  The  witnesses  to  this  discharge  were 
Eobert  Walker,  Thomas  Moore,  Eichard  Grycke. 

V. 

Final  Concord,  dated  on  the  octave  of  the  Purification 
B.V.M.,  12  George  I.  (1726)  Westminster. 

Before  Eobert  Cope,  Eobert  Tracy,  Eobert  Dormer,  and 
Alexander  Denton,  Justices. 

Between  George  Phillpott  and  John  Allen,  questants,  and 
Eobert  Chamberlin  and  his  wife  Anne,  James  White  and  his 
wife  Hannah,  deforciants. 

The  property  was  two  messuages,  two  cottages,  and  common 
of  pasture  for  all  cattle,  in  Stamford,  but  the  situation  not 
specified.  Phillpott  and  Allen  paid  for  this  recognition, 
permission,  &c.,  £100  sterling. 

No  signatures  or  witnesses. 

1429.— The  Fens  in  the  Lords’  Journals,  1651— The 

Calendar  of  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Lords  from  1509  to 
1642  contains  these  entries  : — 

“FENNS  in  Lincolnshire,  the  Earl  of  Lincoln  and  his 
Tenants  were  ordered  to  be  quieted  in  the  Possession  of 
40,000  Acres  of  Land  there,  6th  April  1641.  The  Possession 
of  his  Majesty  and  his  Tenants  quieted,  17th  April,  Post 
Meridiem.  Several  Persons  to  be  sent  for  to  answer  their 
Disobedience  to  that  Order,  unless  they  submitted  to  the  Lord 
Great  Chamberlain,  13th  May.  Several  Persons  brought  to 
the  Bar  for  disturbing  the  Earl  of  Lindsay’s  Possession,  but 
ordered  to  be  discharged  on  their  Submission,  and  giving  Bond 
for  their  Behaviour ; and  one  Priestman  an  Abettor  was 
ordered  to  be  sent  for,  and  a further  Order  made  for  quieting 
the  Possession,  4th  June.  An  Order  was  made  for  quieting 


382 


Fenland  Notes  and  Queries. 


the  Possession,  settled  by  the  Commissioners  of  Sewers,  8th 
June.  Priestman  to  make  his  Submission,  and  to  be  released, 
10th  June.  A further  Order  made  for  quieting  the  Possession 
of  the  Earl  of  Lyndsey,  and  his  Tenants,  22d  June  1641. 

“A  Paper  was  delivered  by  His  Majesty  in  Person,  concern- 
ing draining  the  Penns,  with  a Kecommendation,  and  the  same 
being  read  was  committed  to  certain  Lords,  13th  May.  Report 
made  from  their  Lordships,  that  there  being  a Necessity  of 
raising  10,000Z.  more,  the  King  was  ordered  to  be  moved  that 
the  Money  lying  dead  in  several  Hands  which  was  intended 
for  bringing  an  Aqueduct  to  London  might  be  employed  in 
draining  the  Fens,  and  Security  to  be  given  for  Repayment  of 
the  Money,  when  the  Aqueduct  should  be  begun,  19th  May. 
Report  made,  that  His  Majesty  granted  the  Request  of  the 
House  as  to  the  Money,  and  thereupon  certain  Lords  were 
appointed  to  take  an  Account  of  the  Money  formerly  expended, 
and  to  direct  how  this  Money  should  be  laid  out,  28th  May. 
5 or  6,000Z,  being  ready  to  be  paid,  certain  Lords  were  directed 
to  receive  the  Money,  18th  June.  The  Committee  directed  to 
meet  as  to  the  Security  to  be  given  by  Vermuden  the  Under- 
taker, 23d  June.  The  6,000Z.  above  mentioned  was  ordered 
to  be  employed  only  in  paying  the  present  Work,  and  not  for 
Salaries  and  Wages,  17th  July.  Sir  John  Hales  was  ordered 
forthwith  to  pay  the  Monies  remaining  in  his  Hands,  19th 
July,  Post  Meridiem.  Sir  John  desiring  Security  might  be 
first  given  for  Repayment  of  the  Money,  he  was  ordered  to 
pay  the  Money  in  his  Hands  according  to  the  former  Order, 
or  be  committed,  21st  July.  Mr.  Newce  directed  to  pay 
1,080Z.  of  the  Aqueduct  Money  in  his  Hands,  26th  July 
1641. 

“A  Petition  of  the  Lady  Thomas  in  relation  to  some  Penn 
Grounds  read,  and  three  or  four  of  the  principal  Abettors 
ordered  to  be  sent  for,  and  if  not  proved  guilty,  the  Complainant 
to  bear  their  Charges  ; and  this  to  be  a general  Rule  for  all 
Causes  of  this  Nature,  3d  July  1641. 
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“AjSfidavit  was  made  of  divers  Persons  disturbing  the 
Possession  of  the  Fens,  and  that  one  Mr.  Lockton,  a Justice 
had  refused  to  punish  the  Offenders,  and  thereupon  he,  and 
all  the  Persons  complained  of  were  ordered  to  be  sent  for, 
25th  August.  The  Complaints  heard  ; one  Phillips  committed 
to  the  castle  of  Lincoln,  there  to  remain  till  he  found  Sureties. 
Mr.  Lockton  for  misbehaving  himself  was  ordered  to  be  put 
out  of  the  Commission,  and  Stokes  and  Fox  to  be  sent  for  to 
answer  the  Complaints  against  them,  8th  September.  Such 
Delinquents  as  should  be  apprehended  before  the  20th  of  next 
Month,  to  be  released  on  their  giving  each  lOOZ.  Security,  9th 
September  1641. 

“A  Cause  between  Sir  William  Killigrew  Plaintiff,  and  Carr 
and  others  Defendants,  was  heard,  and  divers  Persons  for 
Contempt  and  Disobedience  to  the  Order  of  this  House  of  the 
6th  of  April  1641,  For  quieting  Sir  William’s  Possession  in 
the  Fenns,  committed  to  the  Fleet,  and  he  to  bring  in  a 
Particular  of  his  Costs,  8th  November.  A Cause  between 
Thomas,  Plaintiff,  and  Ascough  and  others  Defendants,  touch- 
ing the  Fenns,  put  off  to  the  15th  of  January,  9th  November. 
The  Persons  committed  for  Disobedience  were  ordered  to  be 
released  on  Submission,  13th  November.  A further  Order 
was  made  for  delivering  Possession  to  His  Majesty’s  Fee 
Farmers  and  Tenants,  and  to  quiet  them  therein,  and  several 
Persons  were  ordered  to  be  attached  for  disobeying  an  Order 
of  this  House  of  the  17th  of  April  last,  3d  December.  Several 
Persons  in  the  Gentleman  Usher’s  Custody,  paying  their  Fees, 
acknowledging  their  Faults  before  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  and 
promising  never  to  commit  the  like  hereafter,  were  ordered  to 
be  released,  20th  January.  The  Lord  Chief  Justice  informed 
the  House  that  they  refused  to  make  any  Acknowledgment, 
and  thereupon  they  were  ordered  to  be  brought,  31st  January. 
Brought  accordingly,  and  persisting  in  their  Refusal  they  were 
committed  to  the  Fleet  for  disobeying  the  abovementioned 
Order,  21  February  1641. 
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“A  Petition  of  one  of  the  Governors  of  Sutton  Hospital  to 
have  certain  Lands  in  the  Fenns  restored  to  them,  being  read, 
it  -was  referred  to  the  Committee  for  Petitions,  10th  August 

1641.” 

1430. — Rector  of  Northborough  presented,  1663.— 

On  8 Oct.,  1663,  at  the  Bishop  of  Peterborough’s  Court,  Mr. 
John  Staughton  was  presented  in  respect  of  an  information 
that  had  been  laid  against  him,  that  the  walls  of  the  Chancel 
were  in  decay,  and  the  outhouses  belonging  to  the  Parsonage 
were  very  ruinous  and  most  decayed  ; and  further  that  the 
said  Rector  omitted  to  read  prayers  on  Wednesdays  and 
Fridays,  and  to  “use  the  Reverence  due  at  the  mentioning 
of  the  name  Jesus  in  the  time  of  Divine  Service  ” ; also  that 
he  sometimes  omitted  the  reading  of  the  Epistle  and  Gospel  on 
the  Lord’s  days.  The  answer  was  “that  the  Chancel  wanted 
repair,  and  that  some  of  the  houses  belonging  to  the  Parsonage 
are  fallen  down,  and  were  ruinous  before  the  time  of  his 
Incumbency  there : and  that  he  had  since  his  coming  thither 
done  something  towards  the  reparations.”  He  only  omitted 
reading  prayers  on  weekdays  because  there  was  no  congre- 
gation. He  seems  to  have  made  no  answer  to  the  complaint 
of  his  lack  of  reverence,  or  of  his  occasionally  leaving  out  the 
Epistle  and  Gospel. 

In  1671,  on  1 Dec.,  Mr.  Staughton  again  appeared  to  answer 
the  objection  that  he  had  not  repaired  the  domos  et  edificia  ad 
Bectoriam  suam  'predictam  spectantia ; and  he  promised  to 
do  so.  H.R.S. 

1431. — Reptiles  in  the  Oxford  Clay. — Under  the  title  of 
“Additions  to  the  Natural  History  Museum”  there  is  an 
interesting  article,  by  Mr.  R.  Lydekker,  in  The  Country-Side 
for  7 Aug.,  1909.  All  who  know  anything  of  Major  Leeds’ 
geological  work  will  thoroughly  agree  that  the  services  he  has 
“rendered  to  palaeontological  science  are  incalculable.” 


A Farewelii, 
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Another  important  addition  to  tl  e series  of  skeletons  of  large  fossil 
reptiles  from  the  Oxford  Olay  of  Peterborough,  exhibited  to  the  public  in 
the  Geological  Department,  has  recently  been  made  in  the  shape  of  a large 
portion  of  that  of  the  gigantic  marine  species  known  as  Pliosaurus  ferox. 
The  pliosaurs,  which  were  highly  carnivorous  species,  are  distinguished 
from  their  relatives,  the  plesiosaurus,  by  their  triangular  teeth,  their 
enormous  heads,  and  their  comparatively  short  necks.  They  were  a late, 
and  in  some  respects  a retrograde,  development  of  the  plesiosaur  type,  the 
typical  members  of  which  date  from  the  Lias,  and  are  characterised  by  the 
enormous  length  of  their  swan-like  necks.  But  as  the  long-necked  and 
short-necked  forms,  under  various  generic  modifications,  lived  side  by  side 
during  the  period  of  the  Oxford  Clay,  it  is  pretty  evident  that  the  latter 
were  adapted  to  a mode  of  life  different  from  that  for  which  the  former 
were  specially  suited. 

Not  improbably  the  one  type  inhabited  the  open  sea,  while  the  other 
frequented  the  shallows:  but  if  so,  it  is  difficult  to  say  which  was  the 
pelagic  and  which  the  shallow-water  form.  For  choice,  I should  be  dis- 
posed to  regard  the  short-necked  pliosaurs  as  the  denizens  of  the  open  sea, 
and  thus  the  forerunners,  so  far  as  habits  are  concerned,  of  the  whales  of 
the  present  day.  Some  writers  have  indeed  considered  that  pliosaurs  and 
ichthyosaurs  were  the  ancestors  of  whales,  but  this  is  an  altogether 
untenable  hypothesis. 

The  pliosaur  of  which  the  imperfect  skeleton  is  exhibited  in  the  Fossil 
Reptile  Gallery  was  probably  something  over  twenty  feet  in  length ; but  a 
much  larger  species  existed  in  the  superjacent  Kimeridge  Clay,  as  will  be 
evident  from  an  inspection  of  its  jaws  and  paddles  exhibited  in  another 
case  in  the  same  gallery.  Such  monsters  may  have  approached  forty  feet 
in  length. 

I may  take  this  opportunity  of  mentioning  that  all  these  wonderful 
skeletons  of  mariac,  estuariac,  and  land  reptiles  from  the  Oxford  Clay  near 
Peterborough  were  collected  by  Mr.  A.  N.  Leeds,  of  Eyebury,  and  his  sons. 
Mr.  Leeds,  who  is  a tenant  farmer  on  the  Thorney  estate  of  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,  has  been  collecting  these  reptilian  remains  from  a brick-pit 
adjacent  to  his  farm  for  something  like  thirty  years — perhaps  even  more — 
and  the  services  that  he  has  thereby  rendered  to  paleeontological  science 
are  incalculable.  For  in  these  Oxford  Clay  reptiles  (unlike  the  skeletons 
of  their  predecessors  from  the  Lias)  every  bone  is  in  many  instances  per- 
fectly detached  and  frequently  in  a splendid  state  of  preservation,  so  that 
in  the  case  of  the  finest  specimens  it  is  possible  to  articulate  the  complete 
skeleton,  just  as  if  it  were  that  of  a living  species,  as  may  be  seen  by 
several  examples  shown  in  the  same  gallery. 

The  example  of  Mr.  Leeds  might  well  be  followed  by  many  persons 
living  in  the  neighbourhood  of  pits  or  quarries. 

1432.— A Farewell. — It  is  with  feelings  of  sincere  regret 
that  the  Editor  has  to  announce  to  the  readers  of  Fenland 
Notes  and  Queries  his  retirement  from  a work  which  has  been 
a source  of  such  pleasure  to  him  for  the  last  eighteen  years. 
Being  very  sensible  of  increasing  weakness,  and  having  reached 
his  three-score  years  and  ten,  he  feels  that  he  ought  not  to 
undertake  the  responsibility  of  superintending  the  issue  of  a 
new  volume. 
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The  correspondence  which  has  come  to  him  from  almost  all 
parts  of  the  world  in  connection  with  his  work,  has  been  a ; 
very  great  delight  to  him.  To  all  those  who  have  thus 
materially  assisted  in  the  efficiency  and  interest  of  the  pub-  1 
lication  he  tenders  his  very  best  thanks.  He  cannot  by  name 
here  specify  all  whose  communications  have  been  so  valuable : ' 

but  most  of  the  readers  of  the  magazine  will  readily  call  to 
mind  several  regular  writers  whose  notes  and  articles  have  ' 
been  important  and  of  more  than  local  influence.  j 

He  ventures  to  hope  that  the  portrait,  given  as  a Frontispiece  » 
to  this  volume,  which  he  has  the  pleasure  to  offer  to  the  t 
magazine  upon  his  relinquishing  the  Editorship,  may  be  | 
acceptable  not  only  to  those  with  whom  he  is  personally 
acquainted,  but  also  to  some  to  whom  he  is  only  known 
by  name.  W.  D.  Sweeting,  M.A. 

Wallington,  Surrey, 

October,  1909. 
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Press  Opinions  of  “Fenland  Notes  & Queries.” 


What  The  Bookseller  says : — We  have  received  from  Mr.  George  C. 
Caster,  of  Peterborough,  a volume  of  the  above,  a “ Quarterly  Antiquarian 
Note  Book  for  the  Fenland.”  It  includes  the  Counties  of  Huntingdon, 
Cambridge,  Lincoln,  Northampton,  Norfolk,  and  Suffolk,  and  is  full  of 
curious  and  interesting  antiquarian  information  referring  to  places  and 
families  in  that  part  of  England.  Boston,  Cambridge,  Peterborough, 
Spalding,  and  Wisbech  are,  as  we  might  expect,  the  places  most  frequently 
mentioned,  and  among  the  families  dealt  with  we  may  mention  the 
Bulkeley  Welbys,  the  Herons,  the  Standishes,  the  Whetstones,  and  others. 
The  whole  volume  is  one  of  great  interest  to  all  who  are  concerned  with 
the  counties  with  which  it  deals,  and  is  an  excellent  example  of  the  use- 
fulness of  these  local  treasure  houses  of  antiquarian  lore. 

What  The  Publisher's  Circular  says  of  Vol.  III. : — This  substantial 
and  well-bound  volume  contains  a great  deal  of  interesting  and  some  very 
valuable  matter  relating  to  the  Counties  of  Huntingdon,  Cambridge,  Lincoln, 
Northampton,  Norfolk,  and  Suffolk  ; and  here  and  there  we  come  upon  a 
note  of  wider  interest.  Thus  readers  are  reminded  by  Mr.  W.  C.  Little 
that  Dr.  Michael  Hudson  was  the  original  of  Dr.  Kochecliffe,  of  Scott’s 
novel,  “ Woodstock.”  Naturally,  Cromwell  figures  conspicuously.  Burleigh 
is  introduced,  and  “ Cobbet,  the  notorious  political  writer  of  the  period,”  is 
castigated  (if  the  expression  may  be  used  of  a dead  man)  for  his  exaggera- 
tions on  matters  clerical.  Among  the  more  interesting  subjects  dealt  with 
are  charms  for  ague,  Benedictine  rule,  Peterborough  Abbey  plate,  almsmen 
and  feoffees’  books,  various  manors  and  families,  Koman  pottery,  curious 
surnames,  provincialisms,  place  names,  and  so  forth.  Some  of  the 
biographical  notices  are  of  considerable  interest,  and  there  are  several 
excellent  maps.  A volume  full  of  antiquarian  lore,  and  one  that  might  be 
recommended  to  the  novelist  in  search  of  material. 

The  towns  and  villages  of  the  Fen  country  ought  to  be  able  to  supply 
a large  store  of  unrecorded  folk  lore  and  legend  and  general  antiquities  to 
make  the  volume  interesting.  Athenoeum. 

The  modern  antiquarian  is  nothing  without  his  special  magazines.  No 
doubt  it  shews  the  healthy  state  of  the  study  that  its  literature  should  be 
constantly  increasing.  A local  antiquarian  quarterly  is  Fenland  Notes 
and  Queries.  The  highest  interests  of  the  science  are  served  when  these 
journals  confine  themselves  to  collecting  and  storing  local  information 
alone  ; wider  views  and  generalizations  should  be  left  for  the  most  part 
to  others.  Daily  Telegraph. 

Fenland  Notes  and  Queries  (Geo.  C.  Caster,  Peterborough,  and  Simpkin, 
Marshall,  and  Co.,  London).  This  well  edited  little  quarterly  ought  to  be 
supported  by  the  hearty  co-operation  of  every  educated  dweller  in  the 
fens ; and  also  of  all  others  who  would  rescue  from  oblivion  the  fast 
disappearing  folk  lore,  records,  and  characteristics  of  a race  and  a region 
absolutely  unique.  Lincolnshire  Herald. 

Fenland  Notes  and  Queries  has  a much  wider  interest  than  to  the 
antiquary.  Dealing  with  our  immediate  district  the  collection  of  curious 
facts  and  interesting  records  of  former  years  makes  the  quarterly  one  to 
be  looked  forward  to.  Spalding  Free  Press. 

Seems  likely  to  serve  local  interests  usefully,  and  to  gather  up  ere  they 
be  irrevocably  lost,  the  dying  memories  of  local  tradition,  folk  lore,  and 
antiquities.  Notes  and  Queries. 

Contains  many  notes  of  matters  of  local  interest,  and  the  magazine 
promises  to  be  very  useful  in  preserving  and  reviving  records  and  occur- 
rences which  would  otherwise  be  lost.  It  is  neatly  and  well  printed,  and 
deserves  to  be  supported  by  all  who  are  interested  in  Fenland  History. 


Many  other  commendatory  notices  have  appeared  in  the  Boston,  Lynn,  Peter- 
borough* March,  Ely,  Lincoln,  St.  Ives,  Stamford,  and  other  newspapers. 
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